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TO    THE    READER. 


*9B9< 


Dear  Reader: 

I  happened  to  meet  with  this  book,  written  in  the 
Low  Dutch  dialect;  and  having  perused  it,  and  reflected 
upon  it,  I  resolved  to  prepare  it  for  the  German  reader. 
The  author  is  John  Philip  Sciiabalie.  It  contains  a 
general  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  most  memorable  his- 
torical facts,  from  the  creation  of  the  world  to  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  hundred  and  nine.  Here,  the  Christian  may 
see,  as  in  a  glass,  how  subject  to  change  are  all  human  affairs; 
and  also,  what  virtues  and  vices  are  practised  among  men, 
with  the  corresponding  consequences  of  each.  This  book 
contains  a  rich  store  of  good  sense  and  information.  It  is 
especially  recommended  to  youth,  who  are  desirous  of  ac- 
quiring such  knowledge  as  may  be  conducive  to  a  godly  life. 
From  the  examples  of  both  the  pious  and  the  wicked,  with 
their  latter  end  and  exit,  they  may  draw  wholesome  lessons. 
All  this  may  be  found  in  the  book,  now  laid  before  you;  and 
the  lessons  which  you  learn  here  will  introduce  you  to  the 
study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  where,  in  your  progress,  you 
will  find  wisdom  still  more  and  more  perfect.  This,  there- 
fore, is  far  from  belonging  to  the  common  class  of  books,  f 
would  rather  place  it  next  the  Bible  itself;  for  it  not  only 
contains  the  sum  and  substance  of  that  blessed  book,  but  also 
comprises  many  historical  facts  not  found  in  the  Bible,  which 
occurred  at  the  same  time  with  those  recorded  in  the  Sacred 
Scriptures.  Moreover,  this  book  records  the  fulfilment  of  the 
prophecies  spoken  by  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  so 
far  as  they  were  fulfilled  up  to  the  year  109.     This  book 


IV  TO    THE    READER. 

comprises  a  period  of  about  4000  years.  I  hope  it  may  now 
find  among  the  High  Dutch  the  same  good  reception  which 
it  did  with  the  Low  Dutch;  for  among  them,  new  editions 
have  been  repeatedly  printed  and  sold.  1  hope  it  may  not 
only  be  found  pleasing  and  interesting  to  read,  but  that  it  may 
also  prove  precious  to  many  a  soul,  which,  wandering 
through  the  wilderness  of  this  world,  stretches  eagerly  for- 
ward after  heavenly  things.  May  then  each  of  my  dear 
readers  learn  from  it  that  wisdom  which  comes  from  above. 
and  leads  to  union  with  God;  for  it  contains,  in  a  short  sy- 
nopsis, a  deep  sense;  and  is  well  calculated  to  form  good 
Christians.  It  is  particularly  designed  for  young  people;  to 
lead  them,  from  their  infancy,  like  young  Timothy,  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make 
us  wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord.     Amen. 
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Pilgrim  Soul.  1  wish,  venerable  father,  tof  be  instructed 
what  course  to  take  for  a  happy  termination  of  n^  pilgrimage. 
1  apply  first  of  all  to  you,  because  it  is  said  that  yeu  have  lived 
many  years  on  earth  and  I  perceived  that  your  visage  well  cor- 
responds with  that  report.  Besides,  you  have  had  intercourse 
both  with  God  and  with  men;  and  therefore  experience  must 
have  taught  you  great  wisdom. 

Ada77i.  O!  my  son;  it  is  true,  I  am  a  very  old  man,  for  i 
have  Uved  nearly  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years,*  and  1  sup- 
pose I  have  not  many  more  to  live;  neither  do  I  greatly  desire  to 
stay  here,  as  it  now  is.  Could  I  have  remained  in  that  beau- 
tiful, glorious,  lovely  paradise,  and  keep  my  first  estate,  never 
in  all  eternity  should  1  have  grown  weary  of  it.  But,  in  this 
world,. ,  so  degraded  and  so  corrupted  as  it  now  is,  I  have  no 
desire  |o  live  any  longer. 

Pil^iin.  This  is  the  very  thing  which  has  brought  me  to 
you.  I  wish  to  hear  how  you  came  to  fall  from  this  lovely, 
happy  state  of  existence,  that  I  may  take  warning  aud  receive 
instruction  from  it  myself. 

Adam,  O!  son,  do  not  speak  of  that.  It  is  the  grief  of 
my  heart. 

Pilgrim,     Father,  be  of  good  cheer — why  this  sadness? 

Adam,     Do  not  afflict  my  old  age  with  such  inquiries. 

*  Gen.  6:5. 
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Pilgrim.     How  is  that,  Father? 

Adam.     When  I  remember — When  I  remember 

Pilgrim.  OI  Father,  let  it  not  grieve  you  to  impart  some 
instruction  to  your  young  disciple.  It  must  indeed  have  been 
a  most  excellent  glory  which  you  saw  there,  or  the  mere 
thought  of  having  been  deprived  of  it  would  not  thus  deeply 
afflict  you. 

Adam.  No  tongue  can  tell  in  what  a  lovely,  sweet,  and 
delightful  manner  God  spoke  to  me,  while  I  abode  yet  in  his 
love.* 

Pilgrim.     Did  you  "  see  him  as  he  isl" 

Adam.  He  condescended  to  stoop  down  to  me  according 
to  my  weakness  in  a  manner  so  all-transcendent,  lovely,  and 
agreeable,  that  I  can  never  forget — so  much  the  more  as  I  see 
his  love  to  be  no  more  so  great  and  sweet  towards  me,  since 
I  have  been  disobedient.  Therefore,  O!  my  son,  be  thou  in- 
cessantly on  thy  guard  against  disobedience,  how  trifling  so 
ever  the  object  of  it  may  be,  that  the  love  of  God  may  not 
depart  from  thee. 

Pilgrim.  Tell  me  something  about  the  paradise.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  talk  with  you  a  little  more  of  that  happy  abode. 

Adarn.  In  my  present  state  of  weakness,  it  is  impossible 
to  describe  to  thee  its  transcendent  loveliness.  The  trees, 
adorned  with  leaves  of  the  most  charming  colors,  and  borne 
down  with  a  rich  variety  of  the  most  delicious  fruit,  stood  in 
beautiful  order.  I  went  from  one  to  the  other,  and  of  which 
soever  I  lusted  I  ate.  The  birds  skipped  among  the  branches 
singing  most  sweetly  and  delightfully;  and  while  its  exalted 
head  lived  yet  in  his  primitive  glory,  in  friendship  with  God, 
the  whole  creation  exulted  for  joy.  But  now  all  nature  seems 
to  sympathize  in  his  grief,  and  mourn  and  sigh  with  him — all 
the  creatures  came  to  me,  their  master.  I  gave  every  one  of 
them  a  name  according  to  his  faculties;  for  God  had  given 
me  wisdom  to  know  with  certainty  the  properties  of  all  things 
which  were«ubject  me.  The  fields  broughtf  orth  fruit  abun- 
dantly, as  much  as  I  desired,  unalloyed  with  pain,  sorrow,  anx- 
iety, or  grief.  And,  to  crown  my  joy,  and  to  make  it  more 
abundant  by  the  participation  of  many,  God  gave  me  a  friend, 
an  associate,  a  help,  meet  and  suitable  for  me.  Her  I  loved 
most  dearly,  for  she  was  made  of  my  own  flesh  and  bones, 
which  I  perceived  as  soon  as  she  presented  herself  before  me. 

*  Gen.  2:16,17. 
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0  what  pleasure  we  enjoyed  together  in  this  delightful  gar- 
den! Gaily  we  rambled  through  the  verdant  groves;  we  sat 
down  by  the  clear  crystal  fountains;  we  regaled  ourselves 
with  the  pure  beverage  of  nature;  our  palates  unused  to  the 
rich  dainties  of  artificial  life,  were  feasted  upon  the  delicious 
fruits  of  the  earth.  We  lived  as  lambs,  in  sweet  simplicity. 
No  jealous  feeling  ever  disturbed  our  peaceful  breasts;  no  un- 
kind word  or  disapproving  look  interrupted  the  smooth  and 
tranquil  stream  of  our  love.  The  love  which  was  implanted 
in  us  was  our  mutual  enjoyment.  We  knew  no  deception, 
no  falsehood,  no  sin.  All  was  purity,  peace  and  innocence. 
Our  souls  were  endowed  with  the  most  exalted  powers;  and 
these  powers  were  employed  in  the  most  soul-elevating  con- 
templations of  the  Great  Source  of  all  things.  Our  hearts 
beamed  with  love  to  God,  as  he  approached  us.  We  lifted 
up  our  voices  in  strains  of  sweetest  melody,  to  sing  his  praise. 
Our  communion  with  him  was  sweet  and  precious  beyond 
conception.  We  realized  not  then,  as  we  do  now,  its  extent; 
as  a  child  can  never  be  fully  sensible  of  the  love  of  a  kind 
and  tender  parent,  till  deprived  of  it. 

Pilgrim.  Father,  since  you  were  gifted  from  God  with 
such  exalted  wisdom,  my  astonishment  is,  that  you  could  suf- 
fer yourself  to  be  drawn  away  from  God,  by  transgressing  one 
single  commandment  on  which  so  much  depended. 

Adam.  O!  my  son,  words  cannot  express  the  power  that 
a  woman  can  exert  over  the  man  whose  heart  is  set  upon  her. 
And  here  the  case  seemed  to  be  one  of  great  moment  to  us. 
The  perfidious  serpent  made  her  believe  that  some  great  thing 
was  to  be  gained;  that  we  should  be  as  wise  as  God;  and 
that  he  had  forbidden  us  to  eat  the  fruit  of  that  tree,  for  the 
very  reason  that  he  would  not  have  us  to  be  like  him. 

Pilgrim.     What  a  cunning  plan! 

Adam.  Thus,  she  was  brought  to  yield:  The  tree  was 
exceedingly  beautiful  and  inviting;  she  desired  the  fruit — 
she  parleyed — she  consented — she  ate.     Gen.  3:6. 

Pilgrim.     O!  disastrous  event! 

Adam.  Not  content  with  her  own  transgression,  she  came 
running  to  me,  with  the  same  story  which  she  had  heard  from 
the  serpent.     There  seemed  to  be  an  appearance  of  wisdom — 

1  was  persuaded — I  consented — I  ate. 

Pilgrim.     What  next? 

Ada7n.  O^  eyes  were  immediately  opened,  and  we  saw 
that  we  w€*e  Raked.  Gen.  3:7.     At  once,  all  things  seemed 
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changed:  The  birds  became  shy,  and  flew  away  from  us;  of 
the  beasts,  some  turned  wild  and  ran  off,  others  refused  obe- 
dience, and  some  even  threatened  to  devour  lis;  only  a  few 
remained  subject  to  us.  The  sun,  as  if  ashamed  of  om-  diso- 
bedience, hid  his  face;  the  elements  turned  against  us;  and 
all  nature  frowned  upon  us. 

Pilgrim,     What  a  great  loss  in  so  short  a  time! 

Adam.  Yet,  all  this  was  the  least  of  our  sorrows.  One 
thing  there  is  I  cannot  relate  without  weeping. 

Pilgrim.  Now,  father,  if  you  please,  forbear  weeping, 
and  tell  me  the  cause  of  your  greatest  and  deepest  grief 

Adam.     Alas!  that  most  glorious  reflection  of  light! 

Pilgrim.     What,  from  your  wife? 

Adam.  Ah,  no!  That  lovely  pleasant  face  of  God,  whose 
mild  beams  shone  upon  us,  as  we  adored  and  praised  him  in 
the  morning;  that  face  which  was  once  our  comfort,  joy,  and 
delight,  now  filled  us  with  awe  and  dread;  that  voice,  whose 
tender  melting  accents  once  ravished  our  souls  with  unutter- 
able delight,  now  struck  upon  our  ears  like  thunder,  and  filled 
us  with  terror  and  dismay. 

Pilgrim.     O!  the  dire  change! 

Adam.  Ah!  my  son,  never,  never  sin  against  thy  God, 
however  enticing  sin  may  appear.  Be  assured  it  will  end 
in  death,  for  out  of  God  there  is  no  life. 

Pilgrim.     How  did  it  go  on,  father] 

Adam.  x\s  we  heard  the  voice  of  God  in  the  garden,  in 
anguish  and  fear  we  hid  ourselves.  If  we  could  have  been 
borne  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind  away  from  his  presence,  we 
would  have  mounted  the  clouds.  But  who  can  escape  from 
God,  whose  presence  fills  immensity!  Yet,  as  we  stood 
quaking  before  him,  we  had  the  hardihood  to  justify  ourselves! 

Pilgrim.  But  what  arguments  could  you  advance,  to  ex- 
tenuate your  guilt? 

Adamu     We  began  by  exculpating  ourselves:  I  cast  the 
blame  upon  my  wife,  and  she  upon  the  serpent. 
Pilgrim.     Did  this  avail  any  thing? 
Adam.     Ah!  what  could  it  avail!     God  abhors  the  con- 
cealment  of  sin.     He  gave  us  judgment  according  to  strict 
justice,  to  every  one  his  due  punishment.     Sentence  was  pro- 
nounced first  against  the  serpent,  as  the  author  of  the  evil, 
next  against  Eve,  and  last  against  me. 
Pilgrim.     What  was  the  punishment? 
Adam.    The  serpent  was  cursed  above  every  beast;  my 
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wife  was  sentenced  to  bear  children  with  sorrow,  and  to  bring 
them  forth  with  anguish;  and  because  she  had  abused  her  in- 
fluence over  me,  she  was  made  subject  to  my  authority.  I 
myself  was  condemned  in  the  sweat  of  my  brov/  to  till  the 
ground,  and  in  sorrow  and  pain  to  eat  my  bread.  Gen.  3:17, 
18,  19.  And,  by  this  spade,  this  plough,  and  this  yoke, 
you  may  perceive  my  toils.  The  ground  has  been  cursed  for 
my  sake;  and  even  to  this  my  old  age,  1  have  endured  labor, 
and  travail,  and  sorrow.  Thus  was  the  sentence  pronounced 
against  us  both. 

Pilgrim.  A  heavy  punishment,  indeed,  for  so  small  an 
offence,  originating  in  a  lustful  appetite.  But  what  other 
changes  took  place? 

Adam.  The  punishment  was  indeed  heavy ;  but  not  great- 
er than  we  deserved.  No  act  of  disobedience  against  God 
can  be  called  a  small  offence.  What  we  did  was  a  resistance 
of  his  authority;  an  open  act  of  rebellion  against  his  govern- 
ment. Instead  of  complaining  of  the  weight  of  our  punish- 
ment, I  wonder  that  it  was  not  a  thousand  times  greater.  I 
cannot  but  stand  amazed  at  the  forbearance  of  God  in  spar- 
ing us  a  single  moment;  and  especially  in  giving  us  an  inti- 
mation of  mercy.  Immediately  after  this  sentence,  our  bodies 
became  enfeebled,  and  subject  to  pain  and  sickness.  We 
felt  that  all  nature  had  changed,  and  we  were  exposed  to  the 
hostile  influence  of  heat  and  cold.  To  guard  us  against  the 
rage  of  the  elements,  our  Maker  furnished  us  with  "  coats  of 
skins."  Gen.  3:21.  In  the  place  of  the  spontaneous  growth 
of  herbs  and  plants  "  good  for  food,"  came  np  thorns  and 
thistles.  Instead  of  the  gentle  dew  which  before  had  kept 
the  earth  in  a  state  of  genial  moisture,  we  now  had  alternate 
rain  and  drought — In  place  of  our  former  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, we  now  had  contention  and  strife.  The  malice  of 
the  serpent  was  roused  against  us,  because  of  the  degrading 
sentence  that  was  pronounced  against  him;  and  with  him  oth- 
er beasts  were  also  envenomed  against  us,  so  that  we  were 
filled  with  fear  and  anguish  continually.  My  wife,  who  had 
formerly  been  so  pleasant  and  agreeable,  now  became  pas- 
sionate and  quarrelsome,  when  required  to  obey  me;  and  this 
sometimes  led  to  angry  disputes  between  us.  I  had  to  labor 
with  my  hands  and  also  to  share  her  sufferings;  because  of 
love  and  the  indissoluble  tie  of  matrimony.  Alas!  my  son, 
time  and  language  would  fail  me,  should  I  attempt  to  describe 
all  the  sad  changes  which  we  have  experienced  in  consequence 
of  our  transgression. 
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Pilgrim.  Father,  when  you  heard  the  sentence  of  death, 
and  saw  its  attendant  train  of  misery,  why  did  you  not  make 
haste  to  lay  hold  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  save  yourselves  and 
us  from  death? 

Adam.  Indeed,  my  son,  we  would  have  done  so,  had  not 
the  wisdom  of  God  prevented  us,  by  shutting  up  the  paradise. 
But  this  would  only  have  aggravated  our  offence,  and  com- 
pleted our  ruin. 

Pilgrim.     How  so,  father? 

Adam,  Had  we,  of  ourselves,  taken  hold  of  the  tree  of  life, 
we  should  have  fared  no  better  than  Lucifer,  who  was  placed 
beyond  the  reach  of  hope;  for  according  to  our  knowledge 
and  capacity  is  our  sin,  when  we  rise  up  in  rebellion  against 
God.  But  when  God  saw  the  pride  and  vanity  of  our  hearts, 
he  spread  over  us  the  wings  of  his  mercy.  He  drove  us  out 
of  paradise,  that  our  own  folly  might  not  complete  the  ruin 
already  begun. 

Pilgrim.    Still,  it  might  be  said,  to  live  is  better  than  to  die. 

Adam.  Alas!  my  son,  thou  knowest  not  what  thou  sayest. 
God  alone  has  the  life  in  himself,  that  he  might  graciously 
give  it  to  whom  he  pleaseth;  for  ©ut  of  his  pleasure  there  is 
no  life.  He  who  loves  life,  must  submit  himself  wholly  to 
God.  To  seek  life  in  any  other  way,  is  to  find  death;  which 
may  be  seen  from  the  example  of  Lucifer  and  all  the  wicked, 
who  have  but  a  restless  death,  which  they  mistake  for  life. 

Pilgrim.  Your  explanation  of  these  things  is  entirely  sat- 
isfactory; yet  I  desire  to  ask  one  question  more:  You  inti- 
mated something  about  a  change  in  the  soul — has  your  fall 
made  a  change  in  the  soul  too? 

Adam.  Indeed,  the  change  in  the  soul  is  more  deplorable 
still.  The  love  which  our  soul  bore  to  God,  and  the  pleasure 
which  she  found  in  him,  has  been  transferred  to  the  perisha- 
ble creature;  and  alas!  the  remembrance  of  her  past  glory  has 
faded  from  her  view.  Hence,  when  not  illuminated  by  light 
divine,  she  abuses  created  things,  for  the  excessive  gratifica- 
tion of  her  desires.  Food  and  drink,  which  are  designed  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  nature,  become  the  instruments  of  in- 
temperance; raiment,  intended  originally  as  a  covering  for 
the  body,  is  made  to  administer  to  the  gratification  of  pride 
and  vanity;  the  faculty  which  God  gave  us  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  our  species  is  turned  into  lasciviousness.  Thus,  the 
right  place  and  use  of  all  created  things  have  been  deranged 
and  misapplied,  by  the  passions,  sensualities,  and  delusions 
of  men. 
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Pilgrim.  But  what  was  the  cause  of  this  sad  change  in 
the  soul? 

Adam,  When  the  soul  has  turned  away  from  God,  she 
loses  the  knowledge  of  him,  and  seeks  the. -enjoyment  of  life 
within  the  sphere  of  her  own  desires;  and  unless  she  receives 
new  communications  of  light  from  God,  she  will  sink  still 
deeper  and  deeper  in  degradation.  Alas!  how  bitterly  have  I 
learned  this  in  my  past  life ! 

Pilgrim,  O!  father,  have  you  then  already  experienced 
such  a  high  degree  of  affliction? 

Adam,  Son,  should  I  tell  all  the  sad  reverses  and  mourn- 
ful scenes  through  which  I  have  passed,  it  would  open  afresh 
the  wounds  of  my  heart,  already  broken. 

Pilgrim.  Although  I  do  not  like  to  give  you  pain,  yet  I 
have  a  strong  desire  to  hear  your  experience,  that  I  may 
draw  from  it  lessons  of  instruction. 

Adam.  Painful  as  it  is,  for  thy  sake  I  will  relate  it.  Not 
long  after  our  expulsion  from  paradise,  the  Lord  gave  us  two 
sons,  whom  we  called  Cain  and  Abel.  Of  the  first,  we  en- 
tertained great  expectations.  He  was  a  beautiful  boy;  and 
we  thought  he  would  become  a  great  man  before  the  Lord. 
The  other  was  more  sober  in  his  appearance;  and  we  thought 
less  of  him.  As  they  grew  up,  the  one  became  a  skillful  and 
industrious  farmer:  the  other,  being  of  a  milder  and  more  re- 
tiring disposition,  lived  a  shepherd's  life.  He  was  upright  in 
his  dealings,  and  peaceful  in  his  intercourse  with  others.  No 
rash  word  escaped  from  his  lips.  Cheerful,  friendly,  and 
meek,  he  showed,  in  his  life  and  conversation,  that  he  had 
made  the  lambs  his  pattern.  Soon,  however,  Cain  began  to 
look  upon  his  brother's  graces  with  envy  and  hatred;  for  he 
discovered  that  his  harmless  simplicity,  and  friendliness  of 
disposition,  gained  for  him  more  and  more  our  attachment. 
And  when  he  saw  that  his  brother's  offering  found  favor  with 
God,  while  his  own  was  rejected,  his  anger  was  greatly  kin- 
dled; for  selfish  arrogance  had  ever  been  conspicuous  in  his 
oharacter.  From  that  time  we  perceived  a  striking  change 
in  his  appearance  and  behavior.  Every  day  his  manners 
grew  more  churlish;  his  countenance  seemed  distorted  with 
anger;  and  not  a  cheerful  word  came  forth  from  his  lips. 
Some  m.alignant  design  evidently  lurked  in  his  heart;  but  this 
he  kept  concealed.  His  furious  deportment  alone,  discovered 
the  rankling  bitterness  of  his  heart. 
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Pilgrim.  Father,  since  experience  had  been  your  teacher 
and  guide,  why  did  you  not  instruct  and  lead  hiniinto  a  better 
v/ay;  for  rage  Hke  this  is  not  consistent  with  brotherly  love. 

Adam.  Ah!  my  son,  no  pains  were  spared  to  instruct 
him  in  the  right  way.  Myself  and  his  mother  often  told  him 
what  had  happened  to  us;  and  how  necessary  it  was  for  our 
children  to  fear  God,  and  do  his  will,  from  their  earliest 
youth.  But  all  admonition  and  Avarning  are  vain,  when  a 
man  will  not  take  care  of  himself  Yea,  even  God  himself 
admonished  him;  for  such  is  his  lender  care  and  goodness, 
that  he  always  gives  warning,  when  the  danger  of  sin  is  at 
hand.  But,  alas!  my  unhappy  offspring  did  not  stop  at  the 
manifestation  of  danger! 

Pilgrim.  And  what  did  he  do,  father?  I  perceive,  again, 
a  dark  cloud  of  melancholy  resting  upon  your  brow. 

Adam.  O!  let  me  alone!  I  am  too  old  to  bear  such  a. 
weight  of  grief. 

Pilgrim.  Well,  I  will  not  harrow  up  your  sorrows.  1 
will  let  you,  for  a  while,  give  vent  to  your  grief  in  tears. 

Adam.  "Alas!  that  I  must  live  to  sec  such  things  in  my 
own  children! 

Pilgrim.     And  what  did  you  see,  father? 

Adam.     Alas!  the  first-born  of  the  whole  human  race! 

Pilg7'im.     And  now,  what  did  happen  to  him? 

Adam.  For  thy  sake,  I  will  tell  the  v/hole  sad  story.  In 
spite  of  all  these  exhortations,  he  suffered  himself  to  be  over- 
come by  the  sinful  passion  of  anger.  He  went  to  the  field, 
where  his  brother  was  watching  his  flock,  and  raised  a  great 
clamor  against  him,  intending  by  insult  to  provoke  him  to 
anger  also.  But  the  meek,  innocent  lamb,  answered  him  in 
the  most  mild  and  soothing  manner.  Yet  this  only  increased 
the  jealousy  of  the  angry  man;  for  he  saw  more  than  ever 
liis  brother's  superiority.  His  rage  was  fired  anew.  He 
seized  a  weapon  that  lay  upon  the  ground,  and  drew  a  terri- 
ble stroke  upon  the  head  of  his  defenceless  brother;  he  stag- 
gered— he  fell — he  gave  back  his  spirit  to  God.  There  lay 
his  lifeless  corpse,  pale,  stiff,  and  cold,  weltering  in  its  own 
blood.     Gen.  4:8. 

Pilgrim.  O!  what  a  sad  tale!  How  dreadful  the  con- 
sequences of  sin,  if  not  resisted  in  season.  And  now,  what 
next? 

Adam.  O!  if  thou  hadst  seen  the  misery  and  wretchedness 
which  this  sin  brought  upon  Cain!     He  wrung  his  hands,  he 


A    PILGRIM    AND    ADAM.  15 

sighed,  he  wept;  but  it  was  too  late;  the  rash  deed  was  done. 
His  bosom  was  thenceforth  a  stranger  to  peace  and  consola- 
tion; all  was  terror  and  dismay  to  his  guilty  soul.  He  feared 
the  avenger  of  blood.  The  rustling  of  a  leaf  filled  him  with 
consternation.  He  fled  from  the  presence  of.tho  Lord,  to 
some  strange  land,  in  anguish  and  despair;  and  we  saw  him 
no  more. 

Pilgrim.  O!  what  grief  and  distress  did  this  bring  upon 
you,  my  father! 

Adam.  Alas!  who  can  imagine  its  weight,  who  has  not 
felt  the  same!  Two  sons,  the  comfort  of  our  lives,  lost  in  one 
day!  The  one  dead,  as  to  the  body;  the  other,  worse  than 
dead,  as  to  the  soul.  The  mother  wept  most  piteously,  when 
she  saw  the  bloody  corpse  of  her  beloved  son.  I  knew  not 
how  to  comfort  her;  for  1  found  little  consolation  for  myself. 
Many  years  we  lived  mourning  and  wailing,  till  it  pleased  the 
Lord  to  grant  us  new  comfort,  by  the  gift  of  another  son,  in 
the  place  of  Abel.  We  called  him  Seth.  1  was  then  a  hun- 
dred and  forty  years  old.  it  was  a  lovely  and  very  pious 
child.  We  had  other  children  after  him — but  none  so  much 
in  the  image  of  myself.  Hence,  we  indulged  the  hope  that 
God  would  raise  up  from  him  a  peculiar  people. 

Pilgrim.  Tell  me  about  Cain,  who  had  fled.  Did  he 
reform? 

Adam.  As  more  children  were  born  to  me,  and  these,  in 
process  of  time,  had  children  also,  different  parts  of  the  earth 
were  thus  filled  with  people.  Cain  took  one  of  my  first 
daughters  for  a  wife,  and  became  the  head  of  a  family.  As 
to  his  reform,  I  know  nothing,  except  that,  after  the  murder 
of  his  brother,  he  was  always  haunted  with  terror,  thinking 
himself  no  where  safe.  Hoping  for  some  relief  from  the 
worm  of  remorse,  which  was  preying  upon  his  conscience, 
he  turned  his  attention  wholly  to  worldly  things.  He  built  a 
city  to  the  eastward,  and  called  it  Enoch,  after  the  name  of 
one  of  his  sons. 

Pilgrim.  Did  he  not  pray  and  ask  from  God  the  pardon 
of  his  sins? 

Adam.  He  thought  his  sin  was  too  great  to  admit  of 
pardon.  Wherefore,  genuine  repentance,  and  returning  to 
God  with  sincere  affection,  could  not  be  expected.  But  he 
entreated  the  Lord  to  protect  him  from  the  hand  of  man;  for 
he  thought  the  first  one  who  met  him,  would  kill  hira. 
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Pilgrim'  That  is  singular;  for  there  were  no  other  people 
living  on  earth;  and  if  there  had  been,  how  could  they  have 
known  that  Cain  was  a  murderer? 

Adam.  He  knew  that  I  had  other  children,  or  expected 
that  I  should  have  them;  and  therefore,  in  the  course  of  time, 
he  might  be  killed.  But  the  just  and  holy  God  has  planted 
in  the  breast  of  every  murderer,  a  natural  feeling  of  fearful 
apprehension;  and  tliis  must  have  been  so  much  the  stronger, 
as  he  v/as  the  first  of  murderers.  And  the  sin  of  Cain  was 
still  more  aggravated,  because  he  was  warned  of  God;  and 
we,  his  parents,  faithfully  exhorted  him  to  forsake  his  evil- 
course.  But  all  this  had  no  effect  to  quell  the  rankling  pas- 
sions of  his  malicious  heart.  He  persevered  until  he  had 
accomplished  his  dark  design.  Take  heed  then,  O!  my  son, 
not  to  harden  your  heart,  and  deafen  your  cars,  to  the  warn- 
ing voice  of  God.  When  temptation  to  sin  besets  you,  resist 
it  without  delay,  that  you  may  not  fall  like  Cain;  for  the 
greater  the  light  with  which  God  has  favored  you,  the  more 
aggravated  will  be  your  guilt,  when  you  fall  into  sin.  It  is.» 
however,  no  excuse  for  €ain,  that  he  despaired  of  finding 
mercy  of  God:  but  it  may  serve  for  our  instruction. 

Pilgrim.     Could  he  not  then  obtain  any  relief  from  God? 

Adam.  Yes — tlie  Lord  set  a  mark  upon  his  forehead,  and 
declared  that  seven-fold  vengeance  should  fall  upon  the  head 
of  the  man  who  should  kill  Cain.     Gen.  4:15. 

Pilgrim.  How  fared  his  posterity?  Were  there  any  vir- 
tuous and  godly  people  among  them? 

Ada7n.  Most  of  his  descendants  were  mechanics  and  labor- 
ers, as  builders,  masons,  carpenters,  &c.  They  built  a  city, 
as  I  said  before,  called  Enoch,  after  the  name  of  one  of  Cain's 
sons.  Here  they  dwelt,  living  by  their  occupations;  yet, 
they  could  not  expect  to  be  led  in  the  right  way  by  their 
father,  seeing  that  he  himself  was  a  vile  murderer.  Enoch, 
his  son,  had  also  a  son,  whose  name  was  Irad.  Gen.  4:18. 
And  Irad  begat  Mahujael,  and  Mahujael  begat  Methusael, 
and  Methusael  begat  Lamech.  He  was  the  first  who  made  a 
breach  in  the  matrimonial  institution  of  God,  by  taking  two 
wives.  Their  names  were  Adah  and  Tillah.  Adah  bare 
Jabal,  an  humble  and  virtuous  man.  Disgusted  >vith  the 
pride  and  vanity  of  the  people  in  the  city,  he  went  away  and 
became  a  shepherd,  dwelling  in  tents.  Adah  also  bare  an- 
other  son,  whose  name  was  Jubal.  Observing  the  misery 
and  sorrow  which  sin  had  brouglit  into  the  world,  he  invented 
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instruments  of  music,  to  cheer  men's  hearts.  From  Tillah, 
Lamech's  other  wife,  he  had  a  son,  Tubal-Cain,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  name  of  Naamah.  Tubal-Cain  became  an  inge- 
nious artisan,  working  gold,  silver,  iron,  and  other  kinds  of 
metals,  with  much  skill.  By  him  a  taste  for  curious  improve- 
ments, and  a  thirst  for  riches,  were  excited  among  men.  With 
it  came  the  habit  of  paying  more  regard  to  external  splendor 
and  beauty,  than  to  the  true  internal  value  of  things.  But 
Lamech,  the  father  of  these  men,  was  himself  also  the  author 
of  another  great  mischief,  which  it  would  require  too  much 
time  to  relate. 

Pilgrim.  Father,  I  think  I  have  heard  enough  about 
Cain's  progeny.  Tell  me  now  likewise  how  Seth  and  his 
posterity  prospered;  for  1  anticipate  much  good  from  that 
line. 

Adam.  When  T  was  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  years 
old,  and  my  son  Seth  one  hundred  and  five,  he  had  a  son 
born  to  him,  whom  he  named  Enos,  a  very  fine  child.  About 
that  time,  my  son  Seth,  and  the  other  children  of  mine,  began 
to  preach  by  revelation  from  God.     Gen.  4:26;  Jude  14. 

Pilgrim.  Why — was  preaching  needful  then,  father? 
Was  not  the  name  of  God  known  every  where?  Did  he  not 
speak  with  man  himself?  Was  not  the  creation  of  the  world 
alone,  sufficient  to  manifest  his  being? 

Adam.  Thy  questions,  O!  son,  are  well  directed,  and 
worthy  of  being  answered.  God  has  indeed  manifested  him-, 
self  in  his  wonderful  works.  "The  invisible  things  of  him  ''^"' 
are  clearly  understood  by  the  things-  that  are  made,"  in  the  •'^'  ■" 
creation  of  the  world.  He  also  spoke  occasionally  to  man  by 
visions^and  he  is  always  speaking  to  men  through  their  con- 
sciences. But  mankind  are  blinded  by  things  which  they  see 
and  hear  continually,  so  that  they  cannot  perceive  the  voice 
of  God  in  them.  The  descendants  of  Cain  have  now  been 
in  existence  more  than  a  hundred  years.  They  are  so  cor- 
rupted, through  the  fall,  that  their  eyes  and  ears  are  closed  to 
spiritual  things.  Their  whole  conversation  is  upon  worldly 
affairs.  They  eat,  drink,  build  houses,  marry,  and  take  their 
frll  of  the  enjoyments  of  this  life;  and  these  things  occupy 
their  whole  attention.  "  God  is  not  in  all  their  thoughts." 
By  the  throng  of  sensual  things,  the  things  of  God  have  been 
crowded  out,  the  heart  overloaded,  the  spiritual  discernment 
obscured,  and  the  voice  of  God  no  more  regarded.  Indeed, 
many  have  begun  to  doubt  whether  there  be  a  God,  and  eveii 
2* 
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to  blaspheme  his  name.  Therefore  have  my  children  begun, 
v/ith  a  loud  voice,  to  proclaim  and  to  testify  of  the  most  high 
and  holy,  and  eternal  Lord  God. 

Pilgrim.  But  since  the  family  of  Cain  have  their  eyes  so 
darkened,  that  they  neither  regard  the  works  of  creation,  nor 
listen  to  the  voice  of  God,  what  good  can  preaching  do  themt 
Adam.  Son,  dost  thou  not  know,  that  the  nearer  the  affini- 
ties the  greater  the  attractions?  Hast  thou  not  seen  that  child- 
ren yield  much  more  readily  to  the  persuasions  of  their  play» 
mates,  than  to  the  advice  of  their  parents?  Even  so,  likewise, 
the  fallen  and  degraded  race  of  men  more  willingly  listen  to 
the  voice  of  their  fellows,  than  to  the  teachings  and  admoni- 
tions of  God,  although  his  voice  may  be  far  more  powerful 
and  clear,  both  to  the  conscience  within,  and  the  perception 
of  the  senses  without.  Moreover,  a  multitude  of  witnesses 
confirms  the  truth  in  the  minds  of  men;  and  when  human 
beings  speak  in  human  language  the  very  same  things  which 
God,  by  his  works  and  by  his  inward  teachings,  proclaims  ta 
the  consciences  of  men — or  which  he  testifies  by  miraculous 
manifestations,  or  in  any  other  way;  then  it  may  be  well  said, 
that  God,  by  his  Spirit,  moves  men,  as  ambassadors  upon 
earth,  to  declare  the  decrees  first  issued  in  heaven.  Thus  men 
are  presented  with  strong  motives  for  obedience,  by  the  har- 
monious union  of  so  many  different  methods  of  instruction. 

Pilgrim.  Your  arguments  are  quite  satisfactory;  but  one 
thing  more  I  would  ask:  As  your  children  preached  the 
name  of  God,  tell  me,  what  is  that  name? 

Adam.  The  whole  name  of  God,  my  son,  is  the  expres- 
sion of  his  attributes:  therefore,  to  preach  the  name  of  God  is 
to  proclaim  his  attributes.  He  is  called  almighty,  because 
his  power  has  no  bounds;  holy,  because  of  his  infinite  moral 
purity;  eternal,  because  he  is  without  beginning  or  end.  He 
is  called  love,  on  account  of  his  infinite  benevolence;  righteous 
and  just,  on  account  of  the  infinite  rectitude  of  his  character, 
&c.  &c.  The  sum  of  God's  attributes  makes  his  name* 
When  men,  by  sin,  destroy  the  image  of  God  within  them, 
they  profane  and  dishonor  his  name.  Bui  he  made  us  for 
the  glory  and  honor  of  his  name.  Inasmuch,  then,  as  the 
name  of  God  is  effaced  from  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men  by 
sin,  it  becomes  necessary  to  restore  the  knowledge  of  it  by 
preaching. 

Pilgrim.  Now,  father,  relate  to  me  the  history  of  Seth*s 
posterity  from  the  beginning. 
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Adam.  When  I  was  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  years 
old,  and  Enos  ninety,  a  son  was  born  to  him,  whose  name 
was  Cainan.  Gen.  5:9.  And  this  Cainan,  at  the  age  of 
seventy,  had  a  son,  whose  name  was  Mahalaleel,  and  this 
one,  in  his  sixtieth  year,  had  a  son  Jared.  Gen.  5:12,  15. 
This  happened  when  I  was  four  hundred  and  sixty  years  old. 
Pilgrim.  O!  father,  what  a  world  of  trouble  you  have 
seen  in  your  day! 

Adam,  I  could  not  count  it  all;  and  even  to  relate  these 
few  incidents  is  painful.  What  I  have  told  you  are  but  some 
general  outlines.  Should  I  give  you  a  history  of  all  my 
children,  their  marriages,  their  disputes,  their  brawls,  which 
they  often  brought  to  me,  as  the  oldest  of  the  human  race,  to 
settle;  yea,  should  1  also  tell  of  all  the  other  changes  which 
have  happened  in  the  world,  with  regard  to  the  habits  and 
manners  of  mankind,  as  well  the  trees,  waters,  hills,  rivers, 
&c.  besides  my  own  conflicts  from  within  and  from  without, 
time  indeed  would  fail  me. 

Pilgrim.     Father,  allow  me  to  ask  one  thing  yet. 
Adam.     What  is  it,  son? 

Pilgrim.  The  sons  of  Seth,  which  you  named,  were  they 
ail  godly  men,  and  preachers? 

Adam.  They  were  all  godly  men,  standing  like  pillars; 
and  they  all  proclaimed  the  name  of  the  Lord.  They  fre- 
quently inquired  of  me  concerning  past  events,  and  I  gave 
them  all  the  information  which  they  desired. 

Pilgrim.  Did  not  the  descendants  of  Cain  become  better 
also? 

Adam.  Alas!  this  progeny  has  only  increased  in  wicked- 
ness with  the  progress  of  time.  About  Lamech,  a  mournful 
tale  might  be  told. 

Pilgrim.  Let  me  hear  it,  if  you  please. 
Adam.  I  have  already  mentioned  his  incontinency.  He 
was  also  very  irascible  and  quarrelsome.  Having  heard  of 
the  cruelty  of  Cain  towards  his  innocent  brother,  he  thought 
he  might  imitate  the  example  of  bis  ancestor;  and  so  he  rose 
up  against  a  young  man,  and  killed  him.  But  the  terror  of 
God  upon  his  conscience  was  so  great,  that  he  was  compelled 
to  disclose  the  foul  deed  to  his  wives.  From  the  example  of 
Cain  and  Lamech,  murder  became  common;  and  human  life 
was  less  and  less  valued  by  this  degenerate  race.  The  friends 
of  those  who  were  killed  rose  up  against  the  murderers,  and 
the  friends  of  the  murderers  against  those  who  killed  them;; 
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SO  that  revenge,  contention,  violence  and  bloodshed,  filled  the 
land.  Thus,  my  son,  you  see  how  God  often  visits  the  ini- 
quities of  the  fathers  upon  the  children;  and  how  he  makes 
use  of  wicked  men  to  punish  one  another.  The  curse  of  the 
Lord  rested  both  upon  Cain  and  his  posterity,  for  the  cruel 
and  unfeeling  murder  of  his  brother. 

Pilgrim.  I  see  the  human  family  went  on,  with  rapid 
strides,  from  one  degree  of  depravity  to  another. 

Adam.  So  much  so,  that  I  fear,  if  God  in  his  providence 
does  not  effect  a  change  for  the  better,  the  whole  world  will 
go  down  together  to  destruction  and  ruin. 

Pilgrim.  But  mankind  are  full  of  intelligence  and  wis- 
dom: how  can  they  make  themselves  so  vile? 

Adam.  All  their  intelligence  and  cunning  are  turned  to- 
wards earthly  things,  while  they  are  not  wise  towards  God. 
They  disregard  his  commandments,  forget  that  he  has  a 
claim  upon  their  obedience,  and  bend  all  their  energies  to- 
wards the  gratification  of  their  own  selfish  desires.  This 
'they  learned  from  Cain.  It  was  supreme  selfishness  that 
made  him  envious  at  his  brother.  He  was  displeased  be- 
cause Abel  obtained  what  he  could  not,  and  therefore  rose  up 
and  slew  him;  and  the  same  selfish,  envious  principle,  has 
led  his  posterity  to  betray,  abuse,  plunder,  and  murder  one 
-another.  They  are  wise  to  do  mischief;  but  to  do  well,  they 
have  no  knowledge. 

Pilgrim.     01  what  a  state  of  degradation! 

Adam.  All  this  is  in  consequence  of  turning  away  from 
God,  and  setting  our  affections  upon  earthly  things.  Alas! 
what  are  all  the  pleasures  of  sense  to  him  who  knows  the 
transcendent  glory  and  loveliness  of  the  divine  character! 
What  created  objects  can  afford  such  pure,  noble,  and  soul- 
satisfying  enjoyments,  as  are  derived  from  that  stream  of 
divine  love,  which  is  poured  into  the  souls  of  the  righteous? 
Alas!  that  men  should  prefer  the  filth  of  the  dunghill  to  gems 
of  gold!  It  is  a  wilful  ignorance  of  spiritual  things,  which 
makes  this  generation  so  low -and  grovelling:  and  the  longer 
they  continue  in  this  way,  the  worse  they  will  grow;  for  de- 
pravity, like  a  venomous  disease,  increases  with  every  breath. 

Pitgrim.     Father,  how  can  I  escape  from  this  danger? 

Adam.  Escape  is  impossible,  unless  you  become  acquaint^ 
ed  with  your  own  natural  depravity. 

Pilgrim.     But  how  shall  1  know  myself? 


A    riLORIM    AND    ADAM,  21 

Adam.  By  watching  the  operation  of  sinful  desires  and 
passions  in  your  own  heart,  and  opening  your  eyes  to  the 
light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  within  you,  which  is  continually 
warning  you  to  turn  away  from  sin,  and  follow  after  right- 
eousness. Thus  I  and  my  wife  were  warned,  before  we 
transgressed  in  paradise.  So  Cain  was  warned,  before  ho 
slew  his  brother;  and  so  now  all  manidnd  are  warned,  both  by 
preaching  and  the  inward  witness  of  the  conscience,  as  well 
as  many  other  means.  But,  by  disregarding  these  warnings, 
they  grow  more  and  more  hardened  and  depraved;  thus  ag- 
gravating their  sin,  and  increasing  their  punishment. 

Pilgrim.  Father,  I  perceive,  from  your  discourse,  tliat 
men,  if  they  do  not  reform,  go  on  from  one  degree  of  wicked- 
ness to  another,  till  they  are  finally  past  recovery. 

Adam.     That  is  just  what  I  meant  to  say. 

Pilgrim.  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  a  man  is  truly  reformed 
and  converted  to  God,  and  perseveres  in  a  life  of  piety  and 
virtue,  can  he  attain  to  such  an  eminent  degree  of  holiness, 
that  he  will  never  again  depart  from  God,  and  return  to  sin? 

Adam.  Those  who  persevere  in  the  way  of  holiness  shall 
all,  with  open  face,  behold  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
while  their  souls  shall  be  changed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  into  the 
same  moral  image,  from  glory  to  glory.     2  Cor.  3:18. 

Pilgrim.     O!  what  a  glorious  prospect  this  opens! 

Adam.  There  is  now  living  among  us  a  man  who  has, 
through  the  grace  of  God,  for  many  years  maintained  a 
steady  course  of  consistent  piety.  He  has  been  constantly 
growing  into  the  likeness  of  God's  moral  image,  until  he  now 
resembles  an  angel  rather  than  a  man. 

Pilgrim.     Is  it  possible! 

Adam.  Indeed,  what  I  say  is  true.  He  is  so  loving, 
kind,  tender-hearted;  so  virtuous  and  charitable;  so  pure  and 
honest;  that  the  sight  of  him  inspires  us  with  love  and  vene- 
ration. He  rebukes  sin,  and  preaches  the  truth  of  God  with 
zeal  and  power. 

Pilgrim.     But  still  he  is  a  man ! 

Adam.  Just  such  a  man  as  we.  I  know  his  father  and 
mother  very  well. 

Pilgrim.     To  which  family  does  he  belong? 

Adam.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Seth,  whose  posterity  I  have 
already  traced  down  to  Jared. 

Pilgrim.     Yes,  I  remember  it  welh 
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Adam.  Now,  this  Jared  is  his  father.  In  the  six  hundred 
and  sixty-second  year  of  his  age,  this  happy  son  was  born. 
Gen.  5:18. 

Pilgrinu     And  what  is  the  name  of  this  blessed  man?   ■ 

Adam.     Enoch  is  his  name. 

Pilgrim.     He  is  not  a  very  young  man,  I  suppose? 

Adam,  He  is  now  in  his  three  hundred  and  seventh 
year;  for  when  he  was  born,  1  was  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  years  old,  and  now  I  am  nearly  nine  hundred  and  thirty. 
When  the  sun,  which  is  now  in  Cancer,  shall  have  returned 
to  the  sign  of  Aries,  my  nine  hundred  and  thirtieth  year  will 
be  completed. 

Pilgrim.     Has  he  any  children? 

Adam.  Yes — and  among  others,  a  son  named  Methusa- 
leh,  who  was  born  when  he  was  forty-five  years  old.  He 
was  a  stout,  healthy  boy;  and  now  he  is  grown  up,  and  has  a 
son  himself,  called  Lamech.  Gen.  5:25.  But  this  is  quite 
a  different  man  from  that  Lamech,  whose  history  I  have 
already  given.  He  is  as  eminent  for  his  piety,  as  the  other 
Lamech  was  for  his  wickedness.  He  is  now  a  fine  youth  of 
fitly-seven  years. 

Pilgrim.  Father,  pray  tell  me  more  of  the  life  and  cha- 
racter of  that  good  and  pious  Enoch.  It  makes  my  heart 
rejoice  to  hear  of  him. 

Adam.  From  his  early  youth  he  was  distinguished  for 
his  mild  and  gentle  disposition,  and  lovely  manners,  and  for 
his  ardent  love  to  God.  But  after  the  birth  of  Methusaleh, 
he  gave  himself  up  wholly  to  God,  determining  to  devote  his 
whole  life  to  his  service.  He  often  visited  me  in  my  tent,  to 
inquire  about  the  creation  of  the  w^orld,  the  revelations  of 
God,  and  every  thing  by  which  he  could  learn  his  will,  and 
become  acquainted  with  his  glorious  character.  When  I  de- 
scribed to  him  the  happiness  of  paradise,  and  spoke  of  the 
overwhelming  manifestations  of  the  divine  love  which  we  ex- 
perienced there,  his  affections  kindled  into  raptures,  and  burst 
forth  in  flaming  zeal:  he  grieved  and  mourned  over  our  luke- 
warmness,  preaching  to  iis  all  the  necessity  of  repentance,  and 
newness  of  life.  Many  precious  seasons  have  I  enjoyed  with 
him,  in  sweet  conversation  upon  heavenly  things.  Many  a 
Tilght  have  we  spent  together,  forgetful  of  food  and  sleep, 
absorbed  in  this  delightful  ernploymeni.  Even  the  recollect 
don  of  these  precious  interviews,  inspires  my  soul  with  holy 
^•apture.      His   spirit,  transported    with  admiration    of  the 
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character  of  God,  panted  with  love  and  longed  for  immortality; 
to  which,  yet,  he  confidently  expects  to  attain.  That  for  which 
he  hopes  appears  to  me  impossible;  yet,  I  believe  his  faith 
will  bear  Jiim  out;  for  through  faith  we  are  able  to  realize 
things  which  seem  impossible.  And  the  way  he  walks  is  al- 
together above  me  and  the  rest  of  my  children.  His  founda- 
tion rests  sure,  upon  the  eternal  God. 

Pilgrim.  And  does  he,  indeed,  though  so  much  younger 
than  yourself,  surpass  you  in  strength  of  faith?  But  tell 
me,  did  Cain's  progeny  derive  no  benefit  from  his  preaching? 

Adam,  They  did  not;  although  he  spared  no  efforts,  in 
his  zeal  to  bring  them  back  to  God.  .  He  exhorted  them  to  re- 
pentance and  reformation  of  life;  he  warned,  rebuked,  and 
threatened  them;  declaring  how,  in  the  latter  times,  God 
would  come  witt^tens  of  thousands  of  his  saints,  to  execute 
judgment  upon  all,  and  to  convince  the  ungodly  among  them 
of  all  their  ungodly  deeds  which  they  have  committed,  and  of 
all  their  hard  speeches  which  ungodly  sinners  have  spoken 
against  him.     Jude  14,  15. 

.  Pilgrim.  Enoch,  I  perceive  had  also  the  spirit  of  prophe- 
cy, and  knew  and  proclaimed  the  wonderful  events  of  ages  to 
come.  But  you  use  the  term,  "hard-hearted  obstinacy  of  sin- 
ners." How  is  such  a  phrase  as  this  to  be  understood,  see- 
ing  God  is  mightier  than  all  the  sinners  in  the  world!  What 
is  their  obstinacy  to  him! 

Adam.  Nothing  to  himself;  but  he  is  a  God  of  love,  and 
desires  to  reign  in  the  heart  of  man,  planting  the  seed  of  every 
virtue  there,  by  love  and  friendship.  When,  therefore, 
wicked  men,  in  the  obstinacy,  haughtiness,  self-conceit,  and 
malignity  of  their  hearts,  resist  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  loving, 
sweet,  and  peaceful  influences  of  that  Spirit  are  withdrawn; 
and  man's  heart  growing  more  and  more  obdurate  and  rebel- 
lious, can  neither  receive  nor  retain  the  love  of  God,  which 
is  the  source  and  fountain  of  all  happiness.  Moreover,  this 
wicked  race  is  animated  with  no  other  feelings  than  those  of 
irreconcilable  hostility  towards  the  meek  and  lowly  messen- 
gers of  peace  from  God.  There  can,  therefore,  be  no  other 
prospects  for  such  incorrigible  rebels,  than  certain  and  inevita- 
ble punishment  from  the  Almighty. 

Pilgrim.  But,  tell  me,  father,  how  did  these  wicked  child- 
ren of  Cain  hke  the  life,  conversation,  and  doctrine  of  this 
holy  man? 
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Adam.  The  greater  portion  of  them  have  no  time  to  hear 
him;  so  busily  are  they  engaged  in  their  worldly  affairs. 
Since  Tubal-Cain  discovered  the  art  of  working  in  gold,a  desiro 
after  riches  has  taken  possession  of  their  souls;  and  this  ab- 
sorbs all  their  thoughts  and  consumes  all  their  time.  An- 
other portion  hate  him,  because  they  love  their  own  lusts, 
which  he  reproves.  Others  again  despise  him  because  he 
lives  in  a  simple  style,  and  wears  clothes  just  good  enough  to 
be  comfortable.  Some  also  consider  him  a  melancholy  be- 
ing because  he  walks  much  in  the  fields  and  groves,  by  him- 
self alone.  Hence,  his  labors  among  the  generation  of  Cain 
have  been  unavailing.  But  to  the  faithful  children  of  Seth 
he  is  a  comfort,  consolation,  and  support.  He  exhorts,  edi- 
fies, and  strengthens  them,  both  by  his  words  and  example; 
and  he  is  ever  ready  to  assist,  wherever  there  is  need  of  help. 
When  he  preaches,  it  is  delightful  to  see  what  multitudes  of 
pious  men,  women,  and  children,  crowd  around  him.  He 
walks  abroad  among  the  people,  speaking  the  word  of  God, 
sometimes  in  h  uses,  oft  in  the  woods,  or  from  a  hill,  or  on 
the  shore,  as  opportunity  and  circumstances  direct.  The  rest 
of  his  time  he  spends  in  the  stillness  of  solitude,  meditating 
upon  God,  and  seeking  to  know  how  he  may  please  him. 

Pilgrim.  Wonderful  are  the  things  which  you  relate, 
father.  But,  I  see  your  old  tent  is  falling  to  pieces.  Why 
do  you  not  live  in  a  fine,  large,  strong  house,  like  the  posterity 
ofCainl 

Adam.  Of  what  use,  O!  son,  are  such  costly  edifices 
for  us,  who  are  but  pilgrims  and  sojourners  here!  We  live  a 
wandering  life,  now  here  now  there — a  palace  to  us  would  be 
a  burden.  We  do  not  wish  to  be  encumbered  with  super- 
fluities in  this  world.  We  wait  for  a  better  residence — 
a  city  which  hath  foundations,  whose  Architect  and  Governor 
is  God.  But  not  so  with  Cain's  posterity.  They  are  citizens 
of  this  earth.  All  their  treasures  arc  here;  hence,  God  in  his 
long-suffering  forbearance  permits  them  to  enjoy  this  earthly 
inheritance,  because  they  have  no  claim  to  a  better  one.  But 
we  feel  no  temptation  to  run  the  race  with  them.  When  we 
have  food  and  raiment  we  are  satisfied. 

Pilgrim.  Do  other  m.en  besides  good  Enoch  sometimes 
visit  you! 

Adam.  O!  yes,  my  children  often  visit  me;  and  particularly 
my  son  Seth  and  his  children.  Time  would  fail  me  to 
relate  all  the  manifestations  of  their  kindness,  love,  and  respect 
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towards  me;  the  friendly  and  cheerful  intercourse  which  wc 
enjoy  together;  the  virtuous  habits  and  pious  exercises  which 
they  have  learned  of  me;  and  the  prayers,  edifying  conver- 
sation, and  works  of  love,  which  they  practise  among  them- 
selves. But,  you  can  form  some  idea  of  it,  by  imagining  an 
old  patriarch,  like  me,  surrounded  by  such  a  numerous  pro- 
geny as  1  have. 

Pilgrim.     Are  all  your  children  yet  alive,  father? 

Adam.  Of  all  my  children,  and  children's  children,  which 
I  have  mentioned  to  you,  none  are  dead,  except  Abel,  and 
those  of  Cain's  family,  who  have  been  killed  in  their  quarrels. 
Every  one  of  them  has  become  the  head  of  a  numerous 
family,  and  the  founder  of  extensive  settlements.  All  the 
countries  round  about  me  are  well  populated,  and  many  tribes 
of  my  children  have  gone  to  far  distant  lands,  to  cultivate 
them,  and  establish  the  worship  of  God. 

Pilgi'im.  Why  then  do  you  always  make  such  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  children  of  Seth,  and  all  the  other  branches 
of  your  posterity? 

Adam.  O!  my  son,  it  is  through  the  family  of  Seth,  that 
inexpressibly  great  and  precious  blessings  shall  arise  to  the 
world,  in  ages  to  come.  From  this  family  shall  spring  the 
most  excellent  among  men,  as  though  God  had  chosen  and 
set  them  apart  from  the  rest  of  mankind,  to  manifest  his 
glory  through  them.  We  have  the  sure  promise  of  God, 
that  the  "seed  of  the  woman  shall  bruise  the  serpent's  head;" 
and  we  expect  this  seed  will  come  out  of  the  family  of 
Seth. 

Pilgrim.  You  said  before  that  there  was  enmity  between 
you  and  the  serpent;  and  that  wherever  you  find  one  of  its 
race,  you  trample  it  under  foot,  crushing  its  head. 

Adam.  Son,  you  do  not  understand  the  mysterious  mean- 
ing of  these  words.  It  is  true,  that,  since  the  fall,  a  natural 
enmity  has  risen  between  us  and  the  animal  called  serpent; 
and  that  they  are  trampled  upon  by  the  children  of  Cain,  as 
well  as  the  posterity  of  Seth.  But,  there  is  also  a  spiritual 
serpent,  who,  when  he  deceived  Eve,  was  hid  in  the  shape  of 
a  natural  one.  The  head  of  this  spiritual  enemy  is  crushed 
by  those  only  who.  belong  to  the  godlike  family  of  Seth,  whom 
God  gave  me  in  place  of  Abel. 

Pilgrim.     Father,  you  tell  me  strange  things.     But  who 
is  that  spiritual  serpent? 
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Adam.  It  is  the  devil,  who  may  well  be  called  the  "old 
sei-pent;"  for  he  is  much  older  than  the  natural  serpent;  and 
his  seed  is  sin^  and  his  victory  is  death, 

Pilg?'im.     And  have  you  no  victory  on  your  side? 

Adam,  We  carry  on  a  perpetual  warfare  against  the  seed 
of  the  old  serpent;  but  his  head  cannot  be  completely  crushed, 
except  through  the  seed  which  God  has  promised  to  the 
family  of  Seth,  to  be  born  in  due  time. 

Pilgrim.  Now,  since  there  is  a  spiritual  serpent,  is  there 
not  also  a  spiritual  paradise? 

Adam.  Most  certainly  there  is.  All  the  visible,  natural 
things,  have  an  invisible,  spiritual  meaning. 

Pilgrim,     Where  is  that  spiritual  paradise? 

Adam,  As  the  natural  paradise  was  situated  in  the  best 
part  of  the  world,  so  the  spiritual  paradise  is  in  the  best  part 
of  man,  the  chief  of  all  creatures,  who  represents  the  whole 
world. 

Pilgrim.     Which  is  the  best  part  of  man'' 

Adam.  His  heart;  for  there  is  the  scat  of  life.  In  this 
paradise  man  is  put,  to  cultivate  and  keep  the  garden.  Here 
God  has  made  flow  the  river  of  life,  to  water  the  garden;  and 
this  river  is  divided  into  four  principal  streams,  which  fertilize 
the  whole  land,  and  cause  it  to  bring  forth  all  manner  of  de- 
licious fruits. 

Pilgrim.  I  see  that  much  depends  upon  the  proper  keep- 
ing of  that  garden. 

Adam.  Had  I  and  my  v/ife  well  kept  this  spiritual  para- 
disc,  we  should  never  have  been  driven  out  of  the  terrestrial 
garden.  But  as  the  lust  of  the  eyes  tempted  Eve  to  eat  of  the 
fruit  of  the  forbidden  tree,  so  lus't  also  tempts  us  to  eat  of  the 
forbidden  tree  in  the  spiritual  paradise.  But,  if  thou  well  cul- 
tivatest  and  keepest  thine  inward  garden,  God,  who  is  the  foun- 
tain of,  will  make  thee  grow  in  his  love. 

Pilgrim.     How  can  that  be? 

Adam,  When  thou  wilt  keep  a  piece  of  cultivated  land 
secure  from  the  depredations  of  the  beasts  of  the  field,  thou 
dost  fence  it  with  care,  and  watch  it  with  diligence;  so  also 
keep  the  garden  of  the  soul.  Fence  and  guard  it  against  the 
inroads  of  wild,  impure,  and  corrupting  thoughts,  which  will 
spread  devastation,  blight,  and  desolation  over  the  soul.  But,>^- 
when  thou  diligently  watchest  and  guardest  every  avenue  to 
the  heart;  and  when,  with  great  industry  and  perseverance, 
thou  rootcst  out  every  noxious  weed  and  hurtful  plant,  then 
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the  tree  of  life,  with  every  good  plant,  will  flourish  and  thrive 
more  and  more  within  thee.  The  sweet  dews  of  divine  grace 
will  continually  descend  to  moisten  the  spiritual  ground,  and 
the  rays  of  divine  love  will  shine  upon  it,  to  fructify,  and  make 
it  bring  forth  fruit  abundantly,  "that  the  spices  thereof  may 
flow  out."     Cant.  4:16. 

Pilgrim:  Father,  I  thank  you  for  all  your  good  and  kind 
instructions;  but  tell  me,  is  there  also  another  paradise? 

Adam.  There  is  a  heavenly  paradise,  which  is  connected 
with  the  spiritual  paradise,  of  which  I  have  been  speaking; 
yet,  it  is  far  more  perfect,  comprising  the  body  as  well  as  the 
soul,  united  in  immortal  youth  and  angelic  purity.  It  is  this 
which  Enoch  hopes  and  looks  for.  As  for  myself,  I  cannot 
say  much  about  it;  but  when  God  shall  send  the  promised 
seed  of  the  woman,  he  will  inform  us  of  all  things;  he  will 
heal  the  bite  of  the  serpent.  And  though  I  shall  not  behold 
him  here  below,  yet  I  hope  to  share,  above,  the  glorious  effects 
of  his  work  upon  earth.  Through  his  goodness,  mercy  and 
grace,  I  shall  be  transplanted  into  the  bUssful  regions  of  im- 
mortality; after  which  I  long  the  more  fervently,  because  of 
the  taste  which  1  once  enjoyed  of  it,  in  the  terrestrial  para- 
dise. There  all  was  so  pleasing  and  perfect,  that  every  wish 
was  gratified;  but  infinitely  more  excellent  still  will  be  the 
heavenly  paradise  to  come.  And  now  it  is  time  for  me  to 
prepare  to  go  home  to  these  mansions  of  eternal  glory. 


■•^. 
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DIALOGUE 

BETWEEN 
THE  PILGRIM   SOUL   AND  THE   PATRIARCH   NOAH* 

Embracing  a  period  of- 1077  years. 


Pilgrim.  Upwards  of  one  thonsand  years  have  elapsed, 
since  1  had  a  conversation  with  old  father  Adam,  who  gave 
me  a  very  interesting  account  of  what  had  passed  in  his  day. 
I  have  since  been  a  wandering  soul,  engaged  in  contempla- 
tions within  myself,  regardless  of  terrestrial  objects.  But, 
seeing  every  thing  changed  around  me,  curiosity  prompts 
me  to  inquire  what  events  have  transpired  in  this  long  inter- 
val of  time;  and  I  know  of  no  better  way  to  effect  this,  than 
to  inquire  of  the  oldest  man  I  can  find.  Yonder  is  one,  more 
venerable  in  appearance  than  any  other  I  have  seen.  Per- 
haps it  is  Noah  himself;  for  1  understand  he  yet  lives.  He 
is  just  the  man  with  whom  I  wish  to  converse.  I  will  ad- 
dress him.  My  respects  to  you,  venerable  father;  blessing 
and  grace  from  God  be  with  you. 

Noah.  Thank  thee,  my  son,  for  thy  kind  salutation. 
Blessed  be  God,  I  have  from  my  youth  enjoyed  his  gracious 
favor,  which  has  never  yet  departed  from  me. 

Pilgrim,     Ah!  happy  state  indeed! 

Noah.  You  may  well  say  so;  for  few  enjoy  such  blessed- 
ness.    But  to  God  alone  belongs  the  praise. 

Pilgrim.  Father,  if  my  eyes  deceive  me  not,  you  must 
be  very  old.     Are  you  not  the  oldest  man  now  living? 

Noah.     You  are  right,  my  son.     I  shall  soon  be  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  old.     I  was  acquainted  with  many  of 
the  patriarchs  of  the  old  world — Enoch,  Cainan,  Mahalalee!, 
and  old  Methusaleh,  whose  age  no  man  lias  ever  yet  attained, 
3* 
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and  none  ever  will  attain  to  it.  1  am  now  but  twenty  years 
younger  than  he  was;  but  I  shall  not  live  much  longer. 

Pilgrim*  I  am  astonished  at  the  vigor  of  your  appear- 
acce,  at  such  an  age.  But,  tell  me,  did  you  know  father 
Adam? 

Noah.  No — he  died  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  be- 
fore I  was  born.  But  my  father  Lamech  knev/  him  very 
well;  for  he  was  fifty-six  years  old  when  Adam  died.  From 
him  I  have  heard  many  an  interesting  tale  of  the  early  age 
of  the  world. 

Pilgrim*  An  age  of  beauty  and  glory — but  what  of  that? 
Man  still  must  die  at  last. 

Noah,  Die!  did  you  say?  Nay — this  temporal  death  is 
but  a  transition  into  a  new  and  better  life.  Blessed  Enoch 
was  an  example  of  this.  After  a  godly  walk  for  three  hun- 
dred years,  God  took  him  up  bodily  to  the  mansions  in  heaven^ 
Gen.  5:24. 

Pilgrim*     Did  it  really  happen  so,  father? 

Noah*  It  certainly  did.  My  father  was  well  acquainted 
with  Enoch.  He  was  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  years 
old  when  this  event  transpired.  I  was  also  acquainted  with 
a  number  of  other  persons,  who  saw  him  ascend,  with  their 
own  eyes,  and  testified  to  the  fact. 

Pilgrim*     What  a  wonderful  sight  that  must  have  been  f 

Noah.  Son,  time  would  fail  me  to  tell  all  the  wonderful 
things  which  I  have  heard  concerning  that  holy  man — his 
mode  of  life,  his  zeal,  his  love,  his  faith  in  God,  his  pious 
exercises,  and  at  last  his  wonderful  ascension.  Those  who 
stood  by,  saw  him,  and  looked  up  after  him.  Others,  who 
were  not  present,  would  not  believe  the  fact,  and  searched 
through  hills  and  valleys  to  find  him.  Great  lamentation 
and  weeping  were  made  by  the  pious,  for  the  loss  of  his  com.- 
pany,  conversation,  advice,  and  instruction.  Others  rejoiced 
that  he  v/as  gone;  because  he  reproved  their  wickedness,  and 
reproved  their  corrupt  inclinations.  Some  marked  the  spot 
where  he  was  last  seen  upon  earth:  I  have  seen  it  too.  The 
matter  was  for  a  longtime  a  subject  of  general  conversation, 
some  believed,  others  contradicted — all  were  amazed. 

Pilgrim*  Father,  1  do  not  doubt  the  truth  of  what  you 
say.  But,  since  all  the  other  patriarchs  and  fathers  died,  and 
none  were  taken  up  but  Enoch,  what  consolation  and  hope 
can  yon  derive  from  this  ascension? 
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Noah,  A  great  consolation  indeed.  First,  we  learn  from 
this  event,  that  there  is  a  mansion  prepared  for  the  saints  in 
heaven,  of  which  Enoch  himself  testified  while  on  earth. 
Second,  we  see  the  power  of  faith;  even  death  itself  is  con- 
quered by  it.  Our  father  Adam,  though  now  dead  according 
to  the  flesh,  was  always  filled  with  consolation  from  the 
strong  hope  of  immortality,  founded  upon  the  eternal  exist- 
ence of  God  himself,  the  author  of  the  spirit  which  animates 
our  race.  Hence  the  hope  and  expectation  of  eternal  life, 
which  he  preached,  and  with  which  he  comforted  the  afflicted,. 
But  God  himself  has  confirmed  the  testimony  of  an  eternal 
bliss,  by  Enoch's  visible  translation  into  it.  Thus,  through 
faith,  we  enjoy  the  hope  of  eternal  glory,  notwithstanding  our 
bodies  return  to  the  earth  from  which  they  were  taken;  for 
God  is  able  to  give  us  spiritual  enjoyment  as  well  without 
as  with  the  body.  Yet,  the  example  of  Enoch  is  a  powerful 
support  to  our  faith;  and  as  the  people  of  God  on  earth  find 
within  themselves  a  new  and  holy  life  springing  up  and  grow- 
ing more  and  more,  while  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  are  dying 
away,  it  is  manifest  to  me,  that  the  putting  oft*  of  this  body  is 
but  a  transition  into  a  better  life.  But  all  this,  in  process  of 
time,  God  will  still  more  clearly  reveal. 

Pilgrim,  Let  us  now  leave  this  matter,  father.  I  wish 
to  hear  the  history  of  your  life;  for  in  the  course  of  so  many 
centuries,  you  must  have  seen  a  great  many  changes. 

Noah,  Son,  to  recount  every  incident  which  I  have  seen 
and  heard,  would  take  a  whole  century;  for  I  have  not  only 
seen  many  years,  but  two  worlds.  And  in  recalling  to  mind 
some  of  the  transactions  which  I  have  witnessed,  grief  would 
overwhelm  me,  so  that  1  should  not  be  able  to  proceed. 

Pilgrim.  Be  it  far  from  me,  father,  to  stir  up  painful 
recollections  in  your  mind.  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  a  brief 
account  of  these  matters,  from  which  I  may  draw  salutary 
lessons  of  instruction. 

Noah,  Were  it  not  that  you  desire  this  information  for 
your  instruction,  I  would  rather  keep  silence.  But  now  I 
will  relate  to  you  some  of  the  events  which,  during  my  long 
life,  I  have  witnessed. 

Pilgrim.  Slop  a  moment,  father,  I  see  yonder  a  venerable 
old  man,  and  by  his  side  a  stern  looking  youth,  who  seems  to 
be  listening  to  the  instructions  of  the  other.      Who  are  these? 

Noah,  The  one  is  my  son  Shem,  now  four  hundred  and 
forty 'four  years  old.     The  name  of  the  youth  is  Abraham. 
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He  is  but  fifty-six  years  old,  a  thoughtful  and  inquisitive  youth. 
He  often  visits  my  son,  and  sometimes  calls  on  me,  when  I 
relate  to  him  many  of  the  past  events  in  the  history  of  the 
world;  and  so  deeply  is  he  interested  with  these  things,  that 
he  often  forgets  his  accustomed  food.  See  how  intensely  he 
listens  to  the  discourse  of  my  son. 

Pilgrim,  Father,  you  still  excite  more  and  more  my  de- 
sire of  hearing  your  narrative.  Wonderful  indeed  must  be 
the  things  which  you  know. 

Noah.  There  are  more  of  them  than  could  be  contained 
in  many  books.     I  will  mention  a  few  of  them. 

Pilgrim.     And  I  shall  listen  with  great  attention. 

Noah.  When  I  was  born,  in  the  hundred  and  eighty, 
second  year  of  my  father  Lamech's  age,  (Gen.  5:28,)  he  was 
still  in  deep  mourning  over  the  patriarch  Seth,  who  had  de- 
parted this  life  fourteen  years  before.  My  birth  comforted 
his  broken  spirit,  and  he  said — "This  son  shall  be  a  comfort 
to  me,  and  to  all  the  children  of  God."  Therefore  he  called 
my  name  Noah.  For  sighing  and  groaning  had  now  become 
very  common  and  very  grievous,  partly  on  account  of  the 
hard  labor  which  the  earth  required,  and  partly  on  account  of 
the  increasing  wickedness  of  Cain's  posterity.  These  were 
designated  by  the  general  appellation  of  children  of  men; 
because  they  neglected  altogether  to  seek  after  the  life  of  God 
in  the  soul,  and  gave  themselves  up  to  the  propagating  of 
their  species,  and  accumulating  this  world's  goods;  while  the 
descendants  of  Seth,  to  whose  family  1  belong,  were  called 
the  children  of  God;  because  they  loved  and  practised  godli- 
ness. Many  of  them  were  preachers  of  the  word  of  God. 
They  warned  each  other,  and  kept  a  watchful  eye,  lest  any  of 
them  should  fall  into  the  heedless  ways  of  the  children  of 
men,  who  knew  no  other  enjoyment  than  that  which  arises 
from  earthly  pursuits  and  sensual  pleasures. 

Pilgrim.  But,  has  not  God  commanded  us  to  "be  fruit- 
ful, and  multiply  and  replenish  the  earth,  and  subdue  it?" 
Must  not  the  ground  be  cultivated,  if  we  would  gain  a  living 
from  it? 

Noah.  That  is  all  true.  But,  we  have  also  received  from 
God  a  soul,  his  noblest  gift  to  man.  This  ought  also  to  be 
cultivated.  Yes — its  cultivation  is  a  duty  paramount  to  every 
thing  which  concerns  the  body;  for,  while  the  body  perishes 
and  mingles  with  its  mother  earth,  the  soul  shall  live  forever. 
We  cannot  be  increasing  what  God  has  given  us,  when  the 
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noblest  powers  of  the  soul  are  enfeebled,  through  the  lusts  of 
the  flesh.  The  eyes,  ears,  and  all  the  senses,  are  but  so  many 
channels,  which  divert  the  faculties  of  the  soul  from  those 
high  and  glorious  objects  which  she  is  formed  to  contemplate. 
Thus,  for  want  of  spiritual  nourishment,  she  must  consume 
and  fade  away.  Hence,  the  soul  has  not  her  share  in  the 
precept,  "  be  fruitful  and  multiply;"  but  all  is  given  to  the 
flesh;  and  this  deranges  the  order  of  our  existence,  as  a  union 
of  mind  and  matter. 

Pilgrim.     1  do  not  clearly  understand  this. 

Noah.  The  excessive  indulgence  of  fleshly  appetites 
enervates  the  powers  of  the  mind,  and  blunts  the  feelings, 
and  depraves  the  dispositions  of  the  heart.  The  more  these 
inordinate  desires  are  indulged,  the  stronger  they  grow;  and 
with  every  indulgence,  the  power  of  resistance  is  enfeebled,  so 
that  at  length  the  whole  man  is  driven  by  them,  with  the  im- 
petuosity of  a  whirlwind,  into  the  vortex  of  vice,  degradation 
and  ruin.  God  created  man,  that  he  might  walk  before  him 
in  righteousness  and  love,  and  have  eternal  life  at  last  for  his 
portion;  and  not  that  he  should  live  like  the  brute  creation, 
having  his  whole  portion  here,  and  descending  at  last  down- 
ward to  the  earth.  Hence,  those  who  contravene  the  object 
of  their  existence,  living  like  the  beasts  that  perish,  are  called 
the  children  of  men. 

Pilgrim.  But  could  not  the  children  of  God,  by  their 
preaching,  draw  the  others  after  them,  and  convert  them? 

Noah.  Alas!  how  could  they  convert  others,  when  they 
themselves — themselves — 

Pilgrim.     Why  falters  your  voice  so,  father? 

Noah.  Were  conquered  gradually,  with  the  process  of 
time;  and  more  and  more,  as  the  old  patriarchs  departed 
this  life! 

Pilgrim.     Keep  your  courage,  father. 

Noah.  O!  the  heroes,  the  heroes — how  are  they  fallen ! 
•  Pilgrim.  Alas!  father,  those  big  tears,  and  that  sorrowful 
countenance,  tell  of  inward  woes! 

Noah.  Many  of  these  heroes  1  knew.  They  were  pillars 
in  the  temple  of  God.  They  burned  with  zeal,  and  could 
preach  like  angels.  They  were  learned  and  ingenious, 
amiable  in  their  manners,  and  virtuous  in  their  habits,  walk- 
ing blamelessly  before  the  world.  Yet,  they  fell  like  stars 
from  heaven.  t 

Pilgrim.     That  is  dreadful  indeed! 
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Noah.     Observe  yonder  height,  straight  before  you,  as  far 
as  you  can  see. 

Pilgrim.     \  observe  it. 

Noah.  There  stood  once  a  farm-house,  but  long  since 
destroyed  by  the  Deluge,  of  which  more  presently.  The 
owner  of  it  was  of  our  family,  a  man  of  irreproachable  morals, 
and  of  considerable  substance.  We  often  used  to  have  some 
edifying  discourse  together,  particularly  about  the  old  way  of 
living,  and  the  wretched  alteration  of  manners.  Then  would 
he  lament  his  coldness  in  doing  good;  yet,  whenever  he  saw 
any  person  turning  aside  from  the  right  way,  he  was  sure  not 
to  let  him  want  his  good  advice.  He  had  also  a  good  insight 
in  natural  sciences,  and  his  intellects  were  much  above  the 
common;  so  that  I  was  extremely  taken  with  him.  His  wife, 
a  very  religious  woman,  dying  some  time  after,  he  entered 
into  a  closer  intimacy  with  me;  and,  for  a  long  time,  seemed 
to  have  no  thoughts  of  a  second  marriage;  but  his  mind  altered. 
Hereupon  I  advised  and  conjured  him  not  to  marry  into 
Cain's  family,  as  was  now  become  too  usual.  At  first  1  had 
reason  to  hope,  that  my  advice  would  weigh  with  him;  but 
he  had  cast  his  eyes  on  a  beautiful  damsel,  of  wealthy  parents, 
in  the  town  of  Hanoch,  of  which  not  a  single  stone  is  now  to 
be  seen.  He  began,  by  degrees,  to  decline  my  company;  and 
wlien  I  intimated  any  thing  of  the  indecency  and  danger  of 
such  a  marriage,  he  would  maintain,  and  not  without  some 
spleen,  that  it  was  very  lawful;  and  a  man  might  marry  whom 
he  pleased,  if  he  himself  did  not  depart  fi'om  God,  Behold  - 
the  consequence!  He  now  lies  grovelling  in  the  quagmire  of 
the  world! 

Pilgrim.     Why,  father,  was  it  the  marrying  an  alien 
which  drew  on  his  ruin? 

Noah.  That  you  shall  soon  know.  On  his  marrying 
her,  he  never  more  came  near  me.  His  Cainite  wife  soon 
introduced  her  evil  customs  and  fashions  into  the  house.  A 
change  of  the  children's  clothing  was  one  of  her  first  step^ 
Now  the  house  was  frequently  in  an  uproar  with  feasting, 
carousing,  and  riotous  merriment.  All  the  talk  was  about 
buying  and  selling,  breeding  of  cattle,  improving  one's  stock, 
and  leaving  good  portions  to  children.  Yet,  instead  of  having 
sometimes  a  residue,  to  distribute  among  the  necessitous,  his 
income  fell  short.  Besides,  the  house  must  now  be  new  built; 
a  kitchen  was  'Wanting;^here  an  additional  chamber  or  two; 
or  such  a  piece  of  land;  or  something  else  there  was  no  doing 
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without.  And  thus  new  expenses  were  incurred.  In  ishbrt, 
he  who  was  once  a  bright  luminary,  who  used  to  talk  so 
sublimely  of  heavenly  things,  sunk  so  into  a  love  of  tlie  world, 
.that  it  grieved  me  to  the  heart. 

Pilgrim.  But,  with  a  good  resolution,  that  marriage 
would  not  have  drawn  him  into  any  snare. 

Noah.  Believe  me,  son,  he  who  cannot  repress  his  inch-' 
nations  whilst  ihe  Spirit  is  still  strong  in  him,  and  the  allure- 
ments small,  much  less  will  he  be  able,  when  he  has  sup- 
pressed, or  even  grieved,  the  Spirit,  and  the  allurements  have 
gathered  strength.  Therefore  the  Divine  Spirit  frequently 
recommends,  as  we  tender  our  safety,  a  strict  watchfulness 
over  ourselves,  and  the  avoidance  of  the  first  appearance 
of  evil. 

Pilgriin.  To  be  sure,  the  loss  of  such  a  friend,  and  in 
such  a  manner,  was  a  melancholy  circumstance. 

Noah.     Would  to  God  it  had  stopped  there! 

Pilgriiiu  Why,  then,  it  seems  matters  went  from  bad  to 
worse. 

Noah.  To  worse,  indeed;  for  his  children  being  grown 
up,  they  also  must  marry  as  their  fancies  led  them.  And  he 
having  been  a  man  of  note,  his  example  came  more  and  more 
into  vogue,  every  one  thinking,  if  he  did  so,  well  may  1:  and 
thus,  in  time,  the  falling  off  among  the  children  of  God  became 
general.  And  the  first  cause  of  it  was  their  being  taken  with 
the  beauty  of  the  daughters  of  the  children^  of  men. 

Pilgrim.  Had  the  children  of  God,  then,  no  handsome 
virtuous  women  among  them? 

Noah.  Naturally  they  were  not  inferior  to  the  others; 
but  did  not  deck  themselves  out  with  ornaments  of  gold,  and 
showy  apparel.  They  minded  only  the  ornament  of  a  quiet, 
^meek  spirit;  and  thus  did  not  trouble  themselves  about  out- 
ward finery,  like  the  daughters  of  Cain,  who  were  continually 
practising  one  new  device  or  other,  to  allure  the  eyes  of  men, 
and  thus  infatuate  them.  Whence  it  followed,  that  the  vir- 
tuous damsels,  seeing  themselves  slighted  by  their  young 
men,  began  to  give  in  to  the  fashions  of  the  world,  and  affect 
dress  and  show.  And  this  vanity,  like  a  flood,  broke  in 
among  the  godly. 

Pilgrim.  A  sad  flood!  I  wonder  how  you  held  out 
against  it. 

Noah.  As  for  myself,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  altered 
in  the  least,  either  outwardly"  or  inwardly;  but  kept  close  to 
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devotion,  exercising  myself  continually  in  divine  things,  Iay« 
ing  to  heart  God's  righteousness;  that  he  punishes  evil,  and 
rewards  good.  And  these  things  I  preached  and  spoke  of  to 
others-  The  example  of  our  pious  forefathers  was  frequently 
in  my  thoughts.  I  was  greatly  assisted  by  the  worthy  Jared, 
Enoch's  father,  who  used,  with  much  pleasure,  to  tell  me  of 
his  son's  virtues.  He  was  a  powerful  support  to  me.  My 
heart  perfectly  bounds  with  joy  at  the  remembrance  of  his 
instructive  conversation.  But  .1  lost  him  when  I  was  but  three 
hundred  and  sixty-six  years  old,  after  he  had  lived  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  years.  From  that  time  the  world  began 
to  grow  more  impious;  and,  really,  so  many  were  daily  fall* 
ing  off  around  me,  that  I  began  to  apprehend,  at  last,  I  should 
be  left  by  myself.  As  to  marriage,  it  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty I  could  bring  myself  to  think  of  it,  lest  my  children  also 
might  be  seduced;  so  that  I  was  about  five  hundred  years  old, 
when  my  first  child  was  born. 

Pilgrim.  So,  I  perceive,  you  have  passed  through  mise- 
rable times. 

Noah.  I  have  only  given  you  one  instance,  of  many 
thousands,  that  you  might  be  let  in  to  the  cause  and  manner 
of  the  degeneracy.  To  relate  to  you  every  occurrence  would 
be  impossible,  as  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  burden  your  ears 
with  such  tales;  yet  you  must  know,  that  the  prevalence  of 
these  improper  marriages,  and  of  other  crimes,  was  productive 
of  much  greater  evil  than  any  yet  mentioned,  so  that  I  shud- 
der at  the  thoughts  of  it. 

Pilgrim.  You  will  not  hide  such  an  important  particular 
from  me? 

Noah.     No — if  grief  will  permit  me. 

Pilgrim.  To  be  sure,  it  can  be  no  pleasure  to  relate  ca- 
lamities; yet  such  a  piece  of  history  I  would  not  be  ignorant 
of;  and  you  may  be  as  long,  or  as  short,  as  you  please. 

Noah.  Mankind  having  thus  set  at  nought  the  sweet  inti- 
mations of  God's  gracious  Spirit,  the  Spirit,  together  with  its 
light,  withdrew  from  the  heart  of  man.  Now  followed  a  most 
horrible  increase  of  wickedness  and  impiety;  not  only  mar- 
riages contrary  to  God's  express  command,  but  flagrant  libidi- 
nousness,  rapine,  outrages  and  murders.  For,  from  the  mix- 
ture of  the  sons  of  God  with  the  daughters  of  men,  were  born 
men  of  large  bodies,  strong  as  giants,  violent,  crafty  and 
cruel;  so  that  the  whole  world  became  corrupt,  in  their  ways, 
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to  a  most  monstrous  excess.     The  very  beasts  seemed  to 
have  imbibed  the  wickedness  of  man. 

Pilgrim.  Hei*e,  father,  two  questions  offer  themselves, 
which  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  answer. 

Noah.     Well,  let  us  hear  them. 

Pilgrim.  The  first  is,  why  those  born  of  such  prohibited 
intermarriages  were  more  fierce,  large,  ingenious,  or  wicked, 
than  the  former  descendants  of  Cain? 

Noah.  Why,  formerly,  the  descendants  of  Cain  had  some- 
thing of  a  regard  for  the  children  of  God;''Would  now  and 
then  attend  their  preachings;  and  retained  a  veneration  for  the 
names  of  Adam,  Enoch,  and  others.  Besides,  they  were  then 
only  a  small  part  of  the  world,  like  those  of  Seth,  that  neither 
could  achieve  great  matters,  or  make  their  name  a  terror. 
But  when  they  came  to  intermix,  they  blended  their  several 
opposite  qualities;  the  ferocity,  voluptuousness  and  cruelty  of 
Cain's  race,  with  the  wisdom,  temperance  and  devotion,  which 
distinguished  the  offspring  of  Seth,  that  the  newly  born, 
though  descended  from  both,  were  like  neither.  They  exer- 
cised tyranny  under  the  cover  of  holmess,  were  very  dex- 
terous in  projects  for  amassing  riches,  reducing  others  into 
slavery,  squeezing  the  poor.  Intelligent  in  building,  planting, 
and  improving  land,  they  added  house  to  house,  and  field  to 
field.  There  was  nothing  but  riding,  hunting,  driving  about 
in  carriages,  sailing  in  pleasure-boats,  feastings,  carousings. 
debaucheries,  and  dissoluteness  of  all  kinds,  without  the  least 
fear  or  though'  of  the  divine  Majesty. 

Pilgrim.  The  second  question  I  would  take  the  liberty  of 
asking,  is,  how  the  beasts  could  be  said  to  have  imbibed  the 
•depravity  of  men? 

Noah.  It  is  thus,  son.  Man  was  set  over  all  things,  to 
be  a  mild  and  discreet  ruler;  but  he  soon  began  to  take  delight 
in  catching,  hunting,  killing,  and,  for  mere  diversion,  tor- 
menting some  creatures — for  this  purpose  making  use  of 
horses,  dogs,  and  other  beasts.  Sometimes  they  would  even 
%et  beasts  fighting  one  against  another,  as  lions  against  tigers, 
bears  against  wild  boars,  dogs  against  dogs,  and  even  cocks 
against  cocks — nay,  the  last  was  a  mighty  diversion  among 
them.  These  ferocious  usages  of  men  introduced  an  enmity 
and  rage  among  the  wild  beasts;  whilst  the  more  harmless,  as 
the  deer,  hare,  and  rabbit,  fled  from  man,  as  a  wanton  de- 
etroyer,  and  not  to  be  trusted. 
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Pilgrim.  That  must  have  been  a  sad  sight,  even  in  the 
eyes  of  God,  who  had  created  all  things  in  loving  kindness, 
that  they  might  be  partakers  of  his  bounty,  and  all  live 
peaceably  and  quietly,  according  to  their  several  natures. 

Noah.  O!  son,  there  is  no  saying  with  what  concern  he 
looked  down  on  the  children  of  men,  like  a  father  who  sees 
his  family  running  riot,  and  alienated  from  him!  Yet,  in  his 
tender  long  suffering,  instead  of  punishing  their  enormities, 
he  allowed  them  time  for  repentance,  namely,  a  hundred  and 
twenty  years.  I  myself,  by  his  command,  made  it  known  to 
them.  I  was  then  in  my  Jour  hundred  and  eightieth  year. 
About  twenty  years  after,  were  born  my  three  sons,  Shem, 
Ham,  and  Japheth,  of  whose  education  I  was  the  more  careful, 
that  they  might  not  be  carried  away  by  the  torrent  of  a 
general  licentiousness. 

Pilgrim.  The  kindness  of  God,  to  wait  so  long  for  their 
conversion! 

Noah.  God's  desire  is,  that  a  sinner  should  turn  from 
the  evil  of  his  ways  and -live.  When  he  strikes,  ifis  in  order 
to  heal,  and  save  transgressors  from  death. 

Pilgrim.  I  suppose,  father,  in  this  term  for  repentance, 
you  were  not  silent. 

Noah.  I  hope  that  my  endeavors  were  answerable  to  my 
abilities.  T  entreated  the  unhappy  race  with  tears;  I  threat- 
ened them  .with  God's  rod;  I  set  before  them  the  examples  of 
the  patriarchs,  and  chiefly  of  Enoch,  how  he  prophesied  of 
the  divine  judgments;  how  Adam  foretold  that  the  world  was 
to  be  destroyed,  and  that  he  had  therefore  erected  two  pillars, 
such  as  should  be  proof  against  either  fire  or  water,  with  the 
chief  points  of  astronomy  cut  on  them,.  I  also  displayed  to 
them  the  turpitude  and  mischief  of  sin;  that  God  seldom  lets 
it  go  quite  unpunished  in  this  life;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the 
loveliness  of  virtue — how  ravishingly  sweet  to  walk  in  the  love 
of  God.  I  preached  in  the  fields,  in  houses,  in  market-places: 
all  places  were  alike  to  me,  if  there  were  but  hearers.  I 
i'emember  1  was  once  preaching  on  a  common,  my  aged  father  ^ 
sitting  on  the  ground,  and  abundance  of  people  around  me; 
one  leaning  on  a  staff,  another  on  a  pitchfork,  a  third  v/ith  a 
bag  of  carpenter's  tools;  some  again  richly  dressed;  also  not 
a  Cew  women,  with  children  in  their  arms,  or  at  the  breast. 
And  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  many  strongly  moved  by  nay 
discourse;  for  duty  to  God,  and  an  earnest  concern  for  my 
p3llow-creature3,  inspired  every  word. 
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Pilgrim.  Your  zeal,  fother,  1  hope,  produced  some 
reformation. 

Noah.     Alas!  no;  they  grew  worse  and  worse. 

Pilgrim.  That  is  no  less  strange  than  sad!  to  hear  so  many* 
sermons,  and  delivered  with  such  earnestness  and  afTection, 
yet  without  any  amendment. 

Noah.  It  is  indeed  strange,  that  man  should  be  so  obdu- 
rate, but  when  once  they  are  so,  outward  preaching  cannot 
convert  them;  unless  they  hear  the  divine  voice  within  them 
they  necessarily  grow  worse  and  worse,  like  bad  seed  in  the 
earth. 

Pilgrim.     That  is  but  too  true. 

Noah.  Some  who  at  first  seemed  to  give  some  attention, 
began  to  be  tired  of  preaching,  saying  that  he  is  now  upon  a 
trite  talc,  that  we  knew  long  since;  others  said.  Well,  it  is 
not  all  his  prating  shall  hinder  us  from  living  as  we  list;  oth- 
ers were  too  much  taken  up  with  their  trades,  their  lands,  and 
their  wives,  to  hear  of  the  things  of  God.  Among  others  were 
sports  and  dancings,  feastings,  drinking,  quarrelling  and  fight- 
ing; no  law,  or  right,  every  one  his  own  avenger,  so  that  the 
country  was  overrun  with  violences  and  abominations.  Yes, 
my  dear  son,  were  I  to  tell  you  of  the  roarings  and  hallooings 
of  turbulent  fellows  along  the  street,  they  would  amaze  you; 
my  father  generally  kept  the  door  shut  lest  they  might  mur- 
der me;  this  hour  there  was  a  cry  of  murder,  murder;  the  next, 
our  ears  were  dinned  with  sinsjino-  and  dancinor,  and  all  kinds 
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of  ribaldry. 

Pilgrim.     What  a  grief  that  must  have  been  to  the  pious" 

Noah.  Among  others,  there  was  the  good  old  man  Methu- 
selah, then  little  short  of  nine  hundred  years  of  age;  he  lived 
in  a  hut  on  an  eminence,  about  a  day's  journey  from  us;  I  have 
often  seen  the  tears  run  down  his  wrinkled  cheeks  at  the  sight 
of  their  profligate  sports,  or  when  the  discourse  turned  on  the 
general  forsaking  of  God.     He  was  my  father's  father. 

Pilgrim.  J  f  man,  who  at  best  has  only  a  small  spark  of  the 
Divinity,  was  so  affected  with  the  sight  of  this  wickedness, 
how  offensive  must  it  have  been  to  the  Divine  Being,  who  is 
all  purity. 

Noah.  O!  son,  God  seeing  his  children  forsake  him  and 
bent  on  their  own  ruin,  it  even  repented  him  that  he  had  made 
man;  when  I  think  on  that,  my  heart  is  overwhelmed  with 
grief.     I  cannot ■ 
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Pilgi'im,  All  is  past  and  gone  now,  father,  I  beg  you  to 
go  on  with  your  relation. 

Noah,  When  God  saw  his  long  suffering  thus  abused, 
and  that  men  went  on  in  their  abandoned  ways,  it  moved  him. 
as  I  was  saying,  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  -said,  It  repentetk 
7ne  that  I  made  man. 

Pilgrim.  Grievous,  indeed,  that  God  should  complain  of 
his  work! 

Noah,  God  did  not  so  much  complain  of  his  work,  which 
in  itself  was  good,,  but  of  the  incidents  by  which  his  work 
grew  totally  defiled  and  corrupted.  He  therefore  determin- 
ed, at  once,  to  exterminate  the  human  race,  with  every  thing 
having  life;  yet  reserving  one  particular  family  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  world,  that  his  design  in  the  creation  might  not 
be  frustrated. 

Pilgrim.  O!  the  depths  of  God's  wisdom!  the  riches  of 
his  goodness! 

Noah.  Such  was  his  love  for  the  future  race  of  mankind, 
that  he  would  not  utterly  cut  them  off;  yet  did  his  justice  re- 
quire, that  they  who  had  despised  his  mercy,  and  would  not 
turn  to  him,  should  perish  in  their  ingratitude. 

Pilgrim  This  displeasure  of  the  Almighty-j  I  suppose,  was 
not  unknown  to  man? 

Noah.  No,  certainly;  for  beside  my  daily  declaring  it  to 
them,  the  very  influence  and  appearance  of  the  heavens  show-  . 
ed  that  the  Creator  was  angry  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth;  the  sun  frequently  looked  very  dim  and  black,  and  the 
moon  as  red  as  blood;  not  to  mention  earthquakes,  tempests, 
contagions,  dark  and  cloudy  days,  extraordinary  heats,  and 
barren  seasons.  Now  were  also  seen  dreadful  comets,  seem- 
ing to  threaten  the  world  with  scourges;  beside  unusual  sick- 
nesses, frequent  deaths,  and  other  visitations;  so  that  God 
w^as  very  far  from  leaving  himself  without  a  witness  to  the 
world,  which,  however,  went  on  in  voluptuousness  and  impi- 
ety, without  the  least  regard  to  any  impending  vengence. 

Pilgrim.  I  should  have  thought  all  these  calamitous  to- 
kens must  have  made  somrC  impression  on  them? 

Noah.  Thei-e  were  in  every  place  some  who  sat  up  to  see 
farther  than  their  neighbors,  and  all  these  things,  they  said, 
came  merely  from  the  course  of  nature:  the  saddened  aspects 
of  the  sun  and  moon  were  owing  to  a  dense  hazy  air;  earth- 
quakes, to  winds  pent  up  in  the  earth;  the  comets,  to  light  in- 
ilammative  substances,  kindled  in  the  vast  expanse  of  the  ether: 
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the  tempests,  storms,  barren  seasons,  droughts,  contagions,  and 
every  other  evil,  they  attributed  to  some  natural  cause  or  other; 
and  as  for  God,  they  said  he  did  not  trouble  himself  about  man- 
kind; but  having  once  created  them,  left  them  to  shift  for 
themselves.  The  effect  of  which  was,  that  every  natural 
circumstance,  favorable  to  mankind,  was  looked  on  only  as 
a  thing  of  course. 

Pilgrim.     Such  thoughtlessness! 

Noah.  At  length  God  ordered  me  to  make  an  ark,  in  the 
manner  of  a  ship,  the  length  three  hundred  cubits,  the  breadth 
fifty,  and  the  height  thirty,  with  a  door  in  the  middle,  and  a 
window  at  the  top.  "For,"  said  he,  ^'I  will  bring  a  flood  of 
waters  upon  the  earth,  which  shall  destroy  every  thing  having 
life;  but  you  will  I  preserve,  with  your  wife,  your  sons,  and 
your  sons'  wives:  likewise  all  beasts  and  animals:  these  you 
are  to  take  with  you  into  the  ark;  of  the  birds  and  clean 
creatures  seven  couple;  but  of  the  unclean  only  one  couple,." 

Pilgrim.  Here,  again,  I  must  admire  the  wisdom  and 
goodness  of  God,  in  saving  so  many  more  of  the  clean  than 
of  the  unclean.  But  were  you  not  apprehensive,  that  your 
ark  would  be  too  small  for  such  a  multitude  of  creatures,  espe-. 
cially  as  food  was  also  to  be  laid  in  for  them? 

Noah.  I  fell  to  building,  without  any  computations,  con- 
fident that  God,  who  had  prescribed  the  dimensions,  and  set 
me  to  work,  knew  what  he  was  about. 

Pilgrim.     And  could  you,  alone,  father,  build  this  ark? 

Noah.  I  and  my  family  did  the  greater  part;  for  beside 
my  sons,  I  had  several  servants,  and  sometirwes  I  hired  arti-. 
ficers.  First,  I  caused  the  timber  to  be  backed  and  felled  in 
the  forests;  then  had  it  drawn  by  men  up  a  small  eminence,  on 
which  I  intended  to  build  the  ark.  After  shaping*,  it  a  little, 
it  was  sawn  into  planks  and  boards,  and  planed,  getting  every 
thing  so  prepared,  that  my  own  people  might  bezj)Ve the  more 
easily  to  go  through  with  the  work. 

Pilgrim.  Pray,  what  said  your  neighbors,  when  they 
saw  you  thus  busied? 

Noah.  At  first  they  could  not  imagine  what  I  had  in  my 
head.  Some  said,  it  must  certainly  be  for  a  large  house; 
others  surmised,  that  I  intended  nothing  less  than  a  new  town 
for  my  family.  Others  again  thought,  that  stables  were  all  I 
had  in  view.  Some  guessed  one  thing,  some  another;  for  I 
kept  the  thing  a  secret,  till  matters  were  in  such  forwardness, 
that  I  could  do  without  any  help,  should  I  be  put  to  it:  and 
4* 
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this  really  proved  to  be  the  case:  for  on  acquainting  them  with 
my  view,  one  took  up  his  axe,  and  went  away;  another,  clap- 
ping his  saw  under  his  arm,  followed;  a  third,  getting  toge- 
ther his  adze,  line,  plane  and  hammer,  threw  them  into  a  bag, 
and  turned  his  back  on  me. 

Pilgrifji.  Strange,  indeed,  that  they  would  not  help  you 
in  what  seemed  for  their  preservation! 

Noah-  They  believed  nothing  of  the  matter:  then  they 
were  afraid,  that  slie>]Ejld  any  one,  in  the  belief  of  it,  spread 
such  a  report,  their" tira^.,  might  suffer  greatly;  for  building 
was  then  a  Ve^y  pcofiPtf^fe business,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  was 
going  forward,  partly  "b^t  reason  of  the  increase  of  inhabitants, 
s^nd  not  a  little  for  pleasure  and  ostentation,  so  that  workmen 
could  scarcely  be  had.  Had  my  proposal  gained  credit,  it 
would  at  once  have  put  a  stop  to  all  buildings. 

Pilgrim.  Well,  father,  and  could  your  family  alo^e  finish 
the  ark? 

Noah.  Very  easily;  for  besides  that  the  heaviest  part  of 
the  work  was  now  done,  we  had  many  years  to  finish  it  in^ 
it  being  God's  pleasure  to  have  me  employ  a  great  number 
of  years,  that  the  building  of  it  might,  as  with  words,  warn 
the  world  to  turn  from  its  wickedness. 

Pilgrim.  And  when  they  saw  it  in  some  forwardness^ 
had  that  no  effect  on  them? 

Noah.  Some  made  a  jest  of  it,  saying,  What  is  the  old 
fellow  about?  Orhers,  Now  he  has  other  new  whims  in  his 
pate;  the  world  is  to  be  destroyed,  and  he,  forsooth,  the  only 
one  to  be  saved.  A  fine  story,  truly!  No,  no — the  world  is 
too  strong  a  building — the  sun,  moon  and  stars,  remain  as 
they  were — so  let  us  marry,  build,  plant,  and  trade,  as  did 
our  forefathers.  What  he  is  canting  of,  is  mere  foolery,  not 
worth  listening  to. 

Pilgrim.     How!  did  none  side  with  you? 

Noah.  Some  aged  persons,  as,  among  others,  Methuselah 
and  my  father  Lamech,  confirmed  my  declarations;  but  no 
heed  was  given  to  them,  considering  them  as  in  their  dotage. 

Pilgrim.     How  sensuality  blinds  the  mind! 

Noah.  That  I  too  much  found  in  those  times;  for  all  my 
entreaties  and  admonitions,  my  pointing  to  the  ark,  and  saying, 
See,  the  time  draws  near,  when  God  will  destroy  the  world 
by  water;  and  that  is  the  reason  of  my  building  this  ark. 
Amend,  and  you  will  be  preserved;  otherwise  you  will  perish, 


A    PILGRIM    AND    NOAH.  43 

and  repent  it  too  late.  All  was  of  no  avail.  Indeed,  merely 
to  spite  me,  many  grew  more  audacious  in  their  profligacy. 

Pilgrim.     But  what,  at  length,  was  the  issue? 

Noah.  Every  year  they  saw  the  ark  considerably  for- 
warded, and  every  year  1  saw  the  world  altered  for  the  worse, 
in  drinking,  and  incredible  debaucheries,  in  usury,  in  fraud, 
and  cheating;  for  they  who  before  seemed  to  have  some 
thought,  now  observed  no  measure.  Scare^JK|fts  any  one  to 
be  found  with  the  least  relish  of  divine  thingsj^Hr^/  imagina' 
tion  of  their  hearts  was  continually  evil.    ^'' 

Pilgi'im.     Astonishing  obstinacy,  indeed! 

Noah.  However,  I  hoped  that  a  change  would  be  brought 
about  in  one  or  another;  and  sometimes  1  instantly  conjured 
them;  but  ridicule,  a  cold  look,  and  often  an  open  insult,  were 
the  returns  1  met  with.  \i^  I  was  any  thing  long  in  my  dis- 
course, many  would  fall  asleap;  and  some  of  the  more  aban« 
doned  would  revile  me,  and  thfeaten  my  life. 

Pilgrim.  The  expectation  iefsuofe^a  dreadful  destruction 
must  have  lain  very  heavy  on  your  ft|,§f'f-;  a^  you  had  many 
relations  and  acquaintances  in  the  \^'6^fe  the  time  was  now 
drawing  near. 

Noah.  O!  son,  there  is  no  expressing  the  anguish  of  my 
heart,  at  the  thought  that  all  mankind  were  soon  to  be  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  destruction! 

Pilgrim.     Some,  however,  1  suppose,  died  a  natural  death. 

Noah.  Yes,  yes,  by  sickness  or  age,  as  usual;  and  among 
others,  five  years  before  the  flood  came  on,  I  lost  my  father 
Lamech,  in  his  seven  hundred  and  seventieth  year.  Soon 
after,  1  put  the  finishing  hand  to  the  ark;  and,  really,  it  was 
not  without  much  emotion  that  I  beheld  it  completed. 

Pilgrim.  Well — and  this,  I  will  hope,  brought  men  into 
a  better  way  of  thinking. 

Noah.  Would  it  had:  but  never  were  so  much  building, 
planting,  marrying,  buying,  selling,  injuries,  froHcking,  and 
murdering,  as  in  the  year  before  the  flood.  To  imagine  that 
the  world  was  to  be  destroyed,  seemed  the  height  of  silliness 
and  folly. 

Pilgrim.     It  is  as  if  God  would  also  try  your  faith. 

Noah.  As  I  knew  it  to  be  God's  way  to  act  contrary  to 
appearances,  I  was  the  less  discouraged. 

Pilgrim.     Yet  it  was  very  remarkable. 

Noah.  Very  right:  but  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you,  is 
worth  hearing.     There  was  in  my  neighborhood  a  very  rich 
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man:  the  ruins  of  his  house  are  still  plainly  to  be  seen.  In 
this  very  year,  his  four  sons  and  three  daughters  were  mar- 
ried, and  all  with  the  utmost  splendor;  feasting,  and  dancing, 
and  revelling,  as  if  they  were  to  live  for  ever.  The  old  man 
came  over  to  my  lodge,  and  told  me  that  he  intended  to  build 
such  a  house  for  his  eldest  son,  such  an  one  for  his  second, 
and  so  on  proportionably.  Then  to  such  a  house  would  he 
annex  such  a  pjece  of  land;  to  such  a  house  that  meadow  and 
that  field;  and  to  such  a  house  that  garden-ground,  that  pas- 
ture, those  cows  and  sheep;  and,  at  his  death,  they  should  have 
much  more.  For,  added  he,  children,  and  children's  child- 
ren, must  be  taken  care  of.  1  answered  thus:  "  My  dear 
friend,  it  grieves  me,  that  you  are  yet  so  slow  of  understanding. 
Know  you  not  that  the  world  is  to  be  destroyed,  perhaps  this 
very  year?  Then,  what  becomes  of  your  scheming?  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  apply  ourselves  to  know  God,  than  to  cark 
and  G^re  so  much  about  the  world?"  But  all  I  could  say  sig- 
nified nothing.  Poh!  God  do  any  such  thing!  No,  no — he 
made  the  .world  for  us  to  make  the  most  of.  I  replied,  "You 
have  false  notions  of  God's  mercy.  It  would  draw  our  affec- 
tions from  this  world,  that  we  may  enjoy  a  better.  It  would 
deliver  us  from  a  wretched  thraldom  to  the  lusts  of  the  flesh, 
which  at  length  must  perish."  This  was  all  thrown  away  on 
him.  Away  he  went,  agreed  with  w^orkmen  of  several  kinds, 
the  foundations  were  laid,  the  several  divisions  were  marked, 
scaffoldings  raised,  and,  in  some  houses,  carried  up  almost  a 
man's  height,  he  himself  running  about  bare-headed,  and  in- 
specting every  thing,  when  the  Deluge  came  on. 

Pilgrim.  If  acre  was  so  void  of  consideration,  what  could 
be  expected  from  youth? 

Noah.  True,  indeed.  But  to  proceed:  In  this  same  year 
died  the  venerable  Methuselah,  the  son  of  Enoch,  aged  nine- 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  years. 

Pilgrim.  A  prodigious  age!  Yet,  long  as  his  life  was,  God 
seemed  to  remove  him,  to  save  him  the  affliction  of  the  Deluge. 
But  I  feel  something  of  an  impatience  to  know  the  event. 

Noah.  At  the  place  where  I  dwelt,  there  was  a  great  holi- 
day, with  a  vast  resort  of  people  from  all  parts.  The  markets 
were  thronged  with  stands  of  all  kinds  of  wares,  and  the  inns 
crowded  with  guests,  who  poured  down  wine  as  if  it  had  been 
water.  There  were  singing  and  dancing,  fighting  and  wrest- 
ling, bowling,  and  every  diversion,  till  night.  Then,  instead 
of  thinking  on  God,  they  renewed  their  carousing,  drolling 
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on  the  divine  menaces:  This  ark-builder  now  may  break  up 
-his  overgrown  chest,  and  turn  timber  merchant.  Here's 
a  fine  night!  The  world  to  be  destroyed!  An  old  dreamer! 
Soon  after,  I  heard  an  uproar  at  my  door;  Come  out,  you 
shipwright;  we'll  quickly  make  an  end  of  your  world!  You 
hypocritical  villain,  to  pretend  to  make  a  parcel  of  timorous 
mopes  of  us  with  your  prophecies!  f,  in  the  mean  time,  lay 
prostrate,  fervently  supplicating,  that  God  in  his  mercy  would 
not  impute  these  sins  to  them;  and  all  my  family  continued 
with  me  the  whole  night  in  prayer.  The  next  day,  being  the 
tenth  day  of  the  second  month,  in  the  six  hundredth  year  of 
my  age,  the  Lord  said  unto  me,  "  The  end  of  all  flesh  is  come 
up  before  me;  Go  into  the  ark,  thou,  and  thy  wife,  and  thy 
sons,  with  their  wives,  likewise  all  creatures,  as  T  directed;  for 
yet  seven  days,  and  1  will  cause  it  to  rain  upon  the  earth  so  as 
to  destroy  every  living  thing  upon  the  earth."  I  bowed,  and 
prepared  to  execute  his  orders. 

Pilgrim,     What  happened  then! 

Noah.  1  immediately  despatched  my  sons  to  get  the  ark 
in  readiness,  to  make  any  necessary  repairs  where  the  heat 
had  split  the  boards,  or  the  bitumen  had  run  off.  Then  they 
built  up  the  cabins,  and  the  stalls,  and  stables  for  the  crea- 
tures, that  each  might  stand  in  its  order,  the  large  by  them- 
selves, and  the  small  also  separately;  also  those  between 
whose  nature  there  was  the  greatest  agreement.  The  fowls 
were  in  the  uppermost  story,  and  the  reptiles  in  the  lowest; 
we  ourselves  lived  in  a  part  of  the  middle  story.  Afterwards 
we  laid  in  all  kinds  of  necessaries  for  ourselves  and  the  ani- 
mals. 

Pilgrim.  There  must  have  been  work  enough,  before 
every  thing  was  settled. 

Noah.  You  are  right,  my  son.  Besides,  troubled  for  the 
destruction  of  mankind,  I  once  more  went,  and  with  tears 
entreated  them  earnestly  to  repent,  declaring  God's  late  order 
to  me.  I  was  urgent  with  those  with  whom  I  had  lived  in 
any  degree  of  friendship;  but  all  scoffed  at  me. 

Pilgrim.  Obduracy  almost  incredible!  But,  pray,  how 
did  you  get  the  beasts  in? 

Noah.  In  that,  my  son,  we  had  no  trouble;  they  were 
directed  by  God;  and,  indeed,  very  wonderful  was  it  to  be- 
hold: For  no  sooner  were  all  things  provided,  than  up  came 
a  lion  and  lioness,  and  followed  us  as  tame  as  lambs,  to  their 
place,     in  like  order  came  the  elephant,  with  its  female,  the 
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rhinoceros,  the  camel,  the  panther,  the  leopard,  the  tiger,  the 
dromedary,  the  wolf,  the  lynx,  the  tragelaphon,  thetarandus, 
the  horse,  the  ass,  the  badger,  the  swine,  the  camel-leopard, 
the  hyena,  the  crotula,  the  mantichora,  the  bucerota,  the  axis, 
each  with  his  mate.  These  were  followed  by  beasts  of  a  les- 
ser magnitude,  as  foxes,  dogs,  cats,  monkeys,  hares,  rabbits, 
squirrels,  ferrets,  weasels,  hedgehogs,  polecats,  rats,  mice, 
moles,  and  lizards;  likewise  locusts  and  ants,  with  all  kinds 
of  reptiles  and  worms,  of  each  one  couple;  but  of  clean  crea- 
tures, as  kine,  sheep,  goats,  chamois,  buffaloes,  deer,  elks, 
and  the  like,  of  each  seven  couples:  and  all  were  arranged  in 
their  several  receptacles. 

Pilgrim.  This  is  quite  wonderful;  and  especially,  that 
those  beasts,  some  being  of  such  a  fierce,  ravenous  nature, 
could  live  so  quietly  together? 

Noah.  God  had  tamed  their  natures  as  at  first  in  Paradise, 
so  that  there  was  not  the  least  disturbance,  not  even  amongst 
the  venomous  animals;  yet  we  had,  beside  others,  serpents, 
snakes,  adders,  scorpions,  and  some  extremely  hideous;  and 
other  creatures,  which,  though  they  get  the  greatest-  part  of 
their  food  in  the  water,  cannot  live  in  it  for  a  constancy,  as 
the  crocodile,  the  hippopotamus,  the  beaver,  the  otter,  and 
the  other  amphibious  creatures.  The  spider  had  long  before 
spread  its  net  in  the  ark,  to  catch  flies  for  its  aliment;  but  its 
ianate  hatred  of  the  snake  did  not  show  itself  here.  The 
same  of  other  creatures,  which  naturally  live  at  mortal  enmi- 
tv.  The  wolf  did  not  snarl  at  the  sheep,  the  rhinoceros  offer- 
ed not  to  assault  the  elephant,  nor  the  ichneumon  to  eat  into 
the  crocodile's  belly;  but  by  their  universal  peaceableness,  it 
was  as  if  they  knew  themselves  to  be  in  a  place  of  shelter 
from  danger. 

Pilgrim.  The  wonders  of  God's  economy!  It  must  have 
been  something  very  entertaining  to  see  all  the  beasts  enter 
the  ark  in  such  order,  and  especially  the  birds,  of  which,  how- 
ever, you  have  yet  made  no  mention. 

Noah.  True,  son,  for  it  was  the  very  last  day  before  they 
came,  and  they  flew  in  at  the  top,  except  such  whose  bodies 
are  too  heavy  for  their  wings,  as  the  ostrich,  the  cock,  with- 
his  hens,  the  goose,  duck,  partridge,  and  the  like;  but  the 
flying  hosts  came  rushing  in  at  the  window  like  a  storm,  yet 
in  such,  order  that  they  were  all  easily  distinguishable. 

Pilgrim.  A  fine  sight,  yet  very  melancholy  on  such  an 
occasion. 
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Noah.  There  were  the  beautiful  bird  of  paradise,  the 
turkey-cock  and  hen,  the  splendid  peacock,  the  argentine 
swan,  the  soaring  eagle,  the  green  parrot,  the  crooked-bill  fal- 
con, the  keen-eyed  hawk,  the  sweet-smelling  cinnamon  bird, 
the  purple  bird,  the  long-necked  heron,  the  variegated  pheas- 
ant, the  pretty  and  sweet-singing  canary-bird,  gold-finches, 
chaffinches,  green-finches,  robin-red-breasts,  larks,  thrushes, 
black-birds,  swallows  and  the  canorous  nightingale;  thither 
flocked  also  the  well-paired  turtles,  and  all  kinds  of  pigeons, 
the  season-knowing  stork,  the  vigilant  crane,  the  fond  pelican, 
the  cormorant,  the  ibis,  the  arb,  the  seleucides,  the  zelan,  the 
hargol,  and  the  hagab;  the  kite,  the  falcon,  the  cuckoo,  the  pec- 
wit,  the  magpie,  the  sparrow,  the  wren,  the  wagtail,  the  crow, 
daw,  raven,  owl,  quail  and  many  others,  even  to  the  bat  and  the 
little  bee,  and  flies  innumerable.  Lastly  came  the  sea  mews, 
with  their  doleful  cry  and  glossy  wings,  giving  notice  of  the 
dreadful  tempest,  which  soon  was  to  discharge  itself  on  the 
earth. 

Pilgrim,  What  a  multitude  of  creatures!  They  must  have 
been  a  long  time  going  in. 

Noah.  It  was  all  done  on  the  last  day,  every  thing,  as  I 
said,  having  been  prepared  before  hand;  And  on  the  seventh 
day,  namely  the  seventeenth  of  the  second  month,  we,  that  is, 
my  sons  and  their  wives,  by  God's  command,  went  into  the 
ark,  and  immediately  were  followed  by  the  beasts,  after  which 
came  the  birds,  and  all  regularly  betook  themselves  to  the 
places  appointed  for  them. 

Pilgi'im.     And  had  the  ark  convenient  room  for  all? 

Noah.  Yes,  and  for  more.  I  told  you  that  the  length  of 
it  was  three  hundred  cubits,  the  breadth  fifty,  and  the  height 
thirty.  When  the  larger  beasts  had  laid  themselves  down  sK 
their  stalls,  the  small  ones  took  up  but  little  room;  and  for- 
the  birds,  though  of  most  there  were  seven  pair,  half  the  up- 
per story  sufficed;  many  had  crept  under  the  covering,  as  the 
owl  and  bat;  others  roosted  on  sticks,  close  to  one  another. 
Had  a  hundred  persons  turned  from  their  sins,  we  could  have 
entertained  them,  and  very  glad  should  we  have  been  of  such 
guests;  but  even  the  sight  of  the  creatures  hastening  into  the 
ark  did  not  induce  one  to  follow  their  example. 

Pilgrim.     I  am  strangely  anxious  to  hear  the  issue. 

Noah.  On  the  day  that  we  went  into  the  ark,  the  weather 
was  very  serene  and  fair,  corn  was  ripe,  the  trees  clad  in  cheer- 
ful verdure,  the  carpenters  and  brick-layers  hard  at  work,  the 
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smiths  plying  the  anvil;  some  houses  were  begun,  some  raised 
a  story  or  two,  some  nearly  completed;  in  the  fields  the  reap* 
ers  were  cutting  and  binding  up  the  corn;  in  some  places 
were  weddings:  One  called  to  another,  "  Here's  delightful 
weather!  I  never  knew  such  a  plentiful  year.  What  a  dream 
that  is,  of  the  world  going  to  be  destroyed!"  Now  whilst  all 
were  thus  in  their  elements,  building,  planting,  tilling,  mar- 
rying, singing,  dancing,  without  the  hast  apprehension  of  any 
thing  amiss,  and  we  were  got  into  the  ark,  sufficiently  ridi- 
culed by  all  who  saw  it,  and  the  Lord  had  shut  the  door  of  the 
ark,  the  heavens  were  suddenly  overspread  with  clouds, 
whence  issued  such  terrible  thunders  and  lightnings,  and 
rains,  as  the  like  had  never  been  seen.  Now  all  ran  for 
shelter,  thinking  it  would  soon  be  over.  Night  came  on, 
and  it  was  still  the  same;  nothing  but  storm  and  tempest, 
gloom  and  pouring  down  of  rain.  The  next  day  the  valleys 
were  so  full  of  water,  that  some  were  for  drawing  up  their  cat- 
tle; but  to  no  purpose;  the  rain  not  only  continuing  as  violent 
as  ever,  but  springs  under  the  earth  gushed  forth  in  such  over- 
whelmino;  torrent-  that  it  ran  down  the  hills  like  the  roaringr 
of  the  sea,  inundating  all  the  lowlands,  that  the  beasts  began 
to  swim  and  gain  the  heights;  the  corn  floated;  the  new  tim- 
ber works  fell  to  pieces;  there  was  an  end  of  weddings  and 
entertainments.  Every  one  began  to  think  of  his  wife,  child- 
ren, and  furniture;  but  on  coming  to  his  home,  there  was  the 
water  rushing  in.  They  wildly  stared  about,  east,  west, 
north,*and  south,  to  see  if  any  cloud  was  breaking;  but  not 
a  single  glimpse  of  hope;  the  rain  seemed  rather  to  increase, 
and  poured  down  night  and  day  without  intermission.  Next 
day  they  began  to  fly  away  with  bed  and  bedding,  imagining 
they  could  escape  the  water;  which  they  might  had  it  been 
only  a  short  irruption;  but  now  there  was  no  such  thing. 
Sonr>e  clambering  up  to  the  roofs,  others  climbing  up  trees,  and 
they  who  lived  on  the  hills  sought  the  highest  peaks;  and 
these  only  prolonged  their  doom  a  few  miserable  days. 

Pilgrim.     But  now,  father,  were  they  not  convinced  that 
all  this  was  owing  to  their  sins? 

Noah.  O!  son,  had  you  heard  the  lamentations*,  seen  the 
confusion,  agonies  and  uproar,  when  the  roofs  began  to  fall 
in,  and  the  tops  of  the  trees  to  bend,  mothers  embracing  their 
children,  husbands  their  wives,  friends  and  neighbors  each . 
other;  some  wringing  their  hands;  some  calling  on  God; 
others,  who  saw  the  ark  began  to  drive,  stretching  out  their 
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arms   for  help;  but  now  too   late;  the  term  of  grace  was 
elapsed. 

Pilgrim.  What  a  dismal  sight!  Had  God  shown  them 
mercy,  perhaps  they  might  have  repented. 

Noah.  Forced  repentance,  son.  is  seldom  either  lasting 
or  sincere.  They  had  slighted  God  in  the  days  of  ease  and 
plenty. 

Pilgrinu  Little  knows  he,  who  slights  God,  what  he 
slights  I 

Noah.  Very  true.  Some  days  after,  the  tops  of  the 
mountains  began  to  be  covered;  roofs  of  houses,  furniture, 
iimbs  of  trees,  with  people  on  them;  cradles,  with  children; 
mothers,  with  infants  at  their  breasts;  some  locked  in  each 
other's  embraces,  some  sitting  on  horses  and  other  beasts, 
driving  to  and  fro;  also,  birds,  whose  wings  had  failed  them: 
with  an  infinite  variety  of  other  creatures.  The'summits  of 
some  mountains  the  waters  had  not  yet  reached,  and  these 
were  crowded  Vv^th  men  and  beasts,  whose  mingled  yellings 
much  affected  us.  One  saw  his  father  raving;  another  his 
mother,  sister  and  brother;  a  third,  his  children;  a  fourth,  knew 
not  what  was  become  of  his  parents  or  relations.  And  the 
worst  of  all  was,  that  they  had  nothing  but  death  before  their 
eyes;  for  the  heavens  poured  down  as  impetuously  as  ever. 
They  ran  from  height  to  height — still  there  was  no  way  to 
escape — every  where  the  water  was  at  their  heels. 

Pilgrim.  Such  were  the  fruits  of  their  ridiculing  and 
insulting  you,  and  abusing  the  divine  lenity! 

Noah.  Now  they  saw  the  fatal  mistake  of  the  supposed 
wise  men,  in  accounting  for  all  things  from  nature,  as  if  God 
had  no  hand  in  the  antecedent  tokens.  Where  now  were 
their  ostentation  and  voluptuousness;  their  building,  their  buy- 
ing and  selling,  their  graziery  and  improvements?  All  swept^' 
away.  The  great  were  now  reduced  to  a  level  with  the 
meanest;  and  tyrants  saw  themselves  involved  in  the  same 
fate  as  their  slaves.  In  a  word,  all  flesh  now  saw  their  folly. 
It  was  not  many  days  before  the  highest  mountains  also  were 
under  water,  so  that  every  thing  which  had  sought  refuge 
there,  mafi,  beast,  bird,  and  reptile,  perished— we  in  the  ark 
alone  excepted;  for  it  had  rained  forty  days  and  forty  nights> 
so  that  the  waters  prevailed  fitleen  cubits  above  the  highest 
mountains;  and  neither  man,  beast,  nor  bird,  remained  alive. 

Pilgrim.      Woful  catastrophe!  deplorable  consequences 
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Noah.  Hence  learn,  son,  that  God  is  both  merciful  and 
just;  merciful  to  those  who  turn  to  him,  and  just  in  punishmg 
the  impenitent. 

Pilgrim.  May  it  be  a  lesson  to  after  ages!  But  what 
became  of  you? 

Noah.  The  forty  days'  rain  being  over,  the  air  cleared  up 
into  calm,  fair  weather;  the  sun  broke  out;  the  stars  appeared; 
but  all  around  us  was  water,  except  a  small  black  speck, 
namely,  the  ark:  and  in  that  was  shut  up  every  remaining 
creature  which  had  life.  A  hundred  and  fifty  days  did  it  con- 
tinue driving  to  and  fro,  without  grounding  any  where.  Some 
of  the  time  I  spent  in  praying,  and  teaching  my  family  the 
knowledge  of  the  things  of  God.  And  they  carefully  tended 
the  animals,  which  here  had  divested  themselves  of  their 
natural  fierceness,  and  were  tractable  as  lambs.  The  tem- 
perature in  the  ark  was  quite  mild;  for  though  the  sun  was  in 
the  summer  signs,  the  coolness  of  the  water  abated  its  heat; 
and  the  water,  which,  by  the  winds  naturally  arising  from  it, 
would  have  made  it  extremely  cold,  was  attempered  by  the  heat 
of  the  sun. '  Afterwards,  when  the  sun  had  risen  and  set  a 
hundred  and  fifty  times,  without  ever  casting  a  shade,  no 
house,  tree,  nor  hill,  appearing  to  intercept  its  rays,  and  it  v/as 
now  entering  into  Libra,  making  day  and  night  of  an  equal 
length,  we  felt  the  ark  give  a  shock,  and  remain  fixed,  which 
rejoiced  us  not  a  little,  as  a  sign  that  the  waters  were  fallen. 
We  soon  saw  the  hill,  on  which  the  ark  had  grounded,  to  en- 
large, and  the  waters  daily  subsiding.  On  this  we  praised 
God,  who  had  been  mindful  of  us;  for  we  longed  extremely  to 
see  the  earth  dry.  On  the  first  day  of  the  tenth  month,  the 
sun  being  in  Sagittarius,  the  tops  of  several  mountains  were 
seen  projecting,  a  proof  that  Ararat,  the  mountain  on  which 
the  ark  rested,  was  the  highest  in  that  country,  now  called 
Armenia,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  fragments  still  remaining. 

Pilgrim.  Did  not  the  birds  or  beasts  show  some  joy,  or 
alteration? 

Noah.  Whilst  the  sun  was  lowering,  they  seemed  melan- 
choly and  drooping;  but  on  its  return  upwards,  and  when  it 
drew  near  to  the  sign  of  Aquarius,  some  creatures  began  to 
make  themselves  be  heard.  The  little  birds,  and  particularly 
the  lark,  made  the  ark  ring  with  melody.  The  raven,  as  if 
he  had  got  scent  of  some  carcass,  fell  a  croaking,  and  flying 
against  the  window.  By  this  I  conceived  that  the  waters 
might  be  totally  gone  off,  and  I  opened  the  window.     On  the 
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tenth  day  of  the  month  Sebath,  the  sun  being  in  Pisces,  I  sent 
forth  a  raven,  which  kept  flying  to  and  fro  from  peak  to  peak, 
showing  that  the  waters  were  still  on  the  earth,  yet  never 
returned  to  the  ark. 

Pilgrim,  But,  father,  could  not  you  yourself  see  from  the 
window  whether  the  waters  were  fallen  or  not? 

Noah.  The  mountain,  on  which  the  ark  had  settled,  was 
of  such  a  height,  that  all  below  having  a  bluish  cast,  we  could 
not  know  whether  it  was  air  or  water:  so,  to  be  certain,  I  let 
fiy  a  dove,  which  soon  returned. 

Pilgrim.     How  came  the  dove  to  return,  and  not  the  raven? 

Noah.  The  raven  had  met  with  plenty  of  carcasses, 
which  it  preferred  to  being  shut  up  in  the  ark:  then,  the  dove, 
not  to  mention  its  natural  timidity,  beside  missing  its  food, 
was  not  so  strong-winged  as  to  fly  from  peak  to  peak.  Seven 
days  after,  I  sent  forth  another  dove,  which,  to  my  great  joy, 
returned  with  a  sprig  of  olive  in  its  bill,  as  a  certain  token 
that  the  waters  were  abated  below  the  tops  of  the  trees.  This 
was  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month  Sebath.  At  the 
expiration  of  seven  days  more,  I  let  fly  a  third  "dove,  which 
never  returned. 

Pilgrim,  Now  you  were  certain  of  the  earth's  being 
quite  dry. 

Noah.  It  was,  indeed,  a  very  promising  sign.  I  would 
not,  however,  take  on  me  to  open  the  ark,  or  to  go  out,  with- 
out an  express  order  from  Him  who  had  bid  me  go  into  it; 
for,  though  thoroughly  sensible  that  the  waters  were  gone  ofl', 
yet  would  I  not  depend  on  my  own  knowledge",  or  follow  my 
own  inclination. 

Pilgrim.  How  long,  then,  did  you  remain  in  the  ark, 
afler  letting  fly  the  third  dove? 

Noah.  Near  two  months:  for  it  pleased  God  to  put  the 
earth  into  our  hands,  not  only  dry,  but  verdant,  flowery,  and 
fertile,  and  cleared  of  the  smell  of  dead  bodies  of  men  and 
beasts,  which,  (a  very  affecting  sight  indeed!)  lay  scattered 
about.  I  had,  indeed,  for  the  refreshment  of  the  animals, 
broke  up  the  cover  of  the  ark,  without  one  of  them  making 
any  motion  to  go  out,  till,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  the 
second  month,  the  sun  being  in  Taurus,  God  directed  me  to 
go  out,  with  my  wife,  my  three  sons',  and  their  wives,  and  all 
the  several  kinds  of  beasts,  birds,  and  insects. 

Pilgrim.  They  showed  great  joy,  I  suppose,  at  their 
release. 
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Noah.  It  is  inexpressible,  by  what  pretty  gesticalations 
they  expressed  their  gladness;  and  how  orderly  they  put 
themselves  in  readiness  to  go  out,  after  we  had  laid  a  bridge 
for  them. 

Pilgrim.     Then  they  did  not  crowd  out  confusedly. 

Noah.  After  my  family,  with  our  little  furniture,  had 
landed  out  of  the  ark,  on  mount  Ararat,  immediately  fol- 
lowed all  the  creatures  by  pairs,  as  they  had  gone  in,  running, 
skipping,  and  rolling  in  the  grass,  which  now  they  had  not 
trod  for  a  whole  year  and  ten  days;  and  after  1  had  selected 
some,  both  of  the  clean  beasts  and  birds,  for  a  burnt  offering, 
they  all  dispersed  whither  their  natures  prompted  them. 
The  granivorous  sought  lierbage,  the  carnivorous  fell  on  the 
carcasses  of  men  and  beasts,  the  aquatile  hastened  to  the  low- 
lands, and  peopled  the  marshes,  and  the  web-footed  made 
their  way  to  the  streams.  The  lesser  birds  lodged  them- 
selves in  the  trees,  making  all  places  ring  with  their  sprightly 
notes.  The  very  cuckoo,  and  owl,  uttered  their  joy.  Some 
departed  to  particular  regions,  as  the  bird  of  paradise  to  an 
island  in  India.  The  parrot,  turkey,  cinnamon-bird,  ibis, 
crows,  kings-fishers,  and  wrens;  also  the  crane  and  stork,  to 
various  quarters. 

Pilgrim.  So  each  betook  itself  to  the  place,  or  climate, 
which  best  agreed  with  it. 

Noah.  Very  right:  therefore  it  was,  that  God  created 
such  a  vast  variety  of  beasts  and  birds,  that  none  of  the 
several  parts  of  the  world,  cold,  hot,  temperate,  high,  low, 
wildernesses,  fields,  heaths,  rivers,  lakes,  and  the  very  air, 
might  not  want  inhabitants;  for  he  is  a  God  of  life,  and  has 
adapted  dwellings  to  the  nature  of  all  living  creatures. 

Pilgrirn.  Father,  I  have  two  things  to  ask,  though  you 
can  only  answer  one  at  a  time. 

Noah.     And  what  are  they,  soni 

Pilgrim.  The  first  is,  in  what  condition  did  you  find  the 
world?  and  the  second,  what  was  your  fii'st  business? 

Noah.  The  first  will  be  best  answei-ed  last;  and  as  to  the 
second,  no  sooner  were  we  out  of  the  ark,  than  we  went 
down  from  the  mountain.  I  built  an  altar,  to  offer  a  sacrifice 
of  thanksgiving  for  our  preservation,  my  family  joining  with 
me  in  humble  supplications,  that  God  would  be  appeased, 
and  no  more  destroy  the  earth  for  its  sins.  And  the  Lord, 
smelling  a  sweet  savor,  determiued,  in  his  clemency  to  man, 
as  being  from  his  infancy  inclined  to  evil,  and  easily  seducible 
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by  the  enticements  of  the  flesh,  that  he  would  never  more 
destroy  the  world  in  the  manner  he  had  done;  but  that, 
whilst  the  earth  remaineth,  seed-time  and  harvest,  and  cold 
and  heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day  and  night,  should 
not  cease! 

Pilgrim,     How  is  that,  father — has  God  a  smell? 

Noah.  God,  being  an  amiable  and  pure  essence,  every 
thing  amiable  and  pure  is  singularly  agreeable  to  him,  not 
from  any  outward  ceremony  or  ofiering,  but  the  heart;  and 
by  nothing  is  God  won  more,  than  by  an  upright,  pure,  de- 
vout, and  grateful  heart,  which  to  him  is  as  the  odor  of  the 
most  exquisite  spices:  for  the  end  of  all  his  will  is,  that  we 
love  him  above  all  things,  as  was  seen  in  Abel,  the  integrity 
of  whose  heart  made  both  him  and  his  sacrifice  acceptable; 
whereas,  on  account  of  the  depravity  of  Cain's  heart,  both  he 
and  his  sacrifice  were  rejected. 

Pilgrim.     I  thank  you  for  your  explanation. 

Noah.  Afterwards  God  blessed  us,  and  gave  us  rule  over 
all  creatures  on  earth,  not  only  to  master  them  for  our  ser- 
vice, but  to  make  their  flesh  part  of  our  food,  which  till  now 
had  not  been  permitted. 

Pilgrim.  May  I  ask  why  God  permitted  it  more  now 
than  before] 

Noah.  The  beasts  had  transgressed  the  end  of  their  cre- 
ation, and  had  torn  and  devoured  the  flesh  of  man,  their  natu- 
ral sovereign;  so  that  it  now  pleased  God  to  allow  him  to  kill 
for  food  all  kinds  of  beasts,  that  he  might  be  lord  over  all  flesh; 
for  God  had  formed  him  after  his  likeness.  Therefore,  the 
shedding  of  man's  blood  will  he  never  let  go  unpunished:  even 
of  man  himself",  shedding  human  blood,  shall  his  blood  be  also 
shed  by  man.  But  as  this  law  cannot  be  observed,  with 
regard  to  wild  beasts,  the  effusion  of  human  blood  is  avenged 
on  the  whole  race  of  animals;  yet  with  this  exception,  that 
their  flesh  is  not  to  be  eaten  whilst  the  blood  is  in  it. 

Pilgrim.     Wherefore,  father? 

Noah.  God,  as  the  author  of  life,  wills  not  that  man 
should  destroy  beasts  in  a  murderous,  sanguinary  way;  but 
with  thankfulness  offer  to  him  that  in  which  life  consists, 
namely,  the  blood;  and  then,  with  decency  and  moderation, 
use  the  flesh  for  food. 

Pilgrim.  I  am  wonderfully  delighted  with  your  narrative, 
and  reflections. 

5* 
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Noah.  Afterwards  God  condescended  tf)  make  a  covenant 
with  me,  that  there  shall  never  more  be  a  flood,  to  destroy  the 
earth;  and  confirmed  it  by  the  token  of  the  rainbow  appear- 
ing in  the  clouds. 

Pilgrim.  Well,  I  had  imagined  the  rainbow  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  sunbeams,  and  not  by  any  particular  working 
of  God,  as  a  supernatural  sign. 

Noah.  It  is  indeed  produced  by  the  appearance  of  the 
sun,  opposite  to  a  rainy  sky;  but  the  sun,  of  itself,  could  not 
give  it  such  perfection;  as  we  see  a  stripe  of  blue,  signifying 
that  the  earth  was  once  destroyed  by  water;  a  stripe  of  green, 
signifying  that  it  shall  continue  in  its  fertility;  and  a  stripe  of 
red,  denoting  that  it  shall  be  brought  to  an  end  by  fire.  For, 
without  God's  interposition,  how  could  the  colors  separate  so 
from  each  other,  and  not  rather  intermix,  as  we  see  in  a  drop 
of  water,  when  the  sun  beams  upon  it? 

Pilgrim.  Yet  we  sometimes  see,  that  not  only  the  sun, 
but  the  moon,  also,  forms  circles  of  different  colors  round  it. 

Noah.  1  own  it  to  be  also  a  natural  effect,  having  seen 
such  circles  before  the  flood,  but  never  so  large,  clear,  and 
lively,  as  since  the  forty  days'  rain;  which  evinces,  that  as 
God,  by  the  natural  rain,  worked  in  an  extraordinary  man- 
ner to  effect  the  Deluge,  he  also  works  in  an  extraordinary 
manner  on  the  course  of  nature  in  this  rau^bpw,  which  gene- 
rally appears  in  rainy  weather,  as  a.'to'ken^nWlhe  earth  shall 
no  more  be  destroyed  by  water. 

Pilgrim.  Thus  God,  it  seems,  by  the  common  natural 
causes,  performs  extraordinary  works;  which,  though  they 
appear  but  common  effects,  have  a  particular  signification. 

Noah.     Certainly. 

Pilgrim.  Now  remains  the  second  question:  In  what  con- 
dition did  you  find  the  earth,  at  your  coming  out  of  the  ark? 

Noah.  As  we  came  down  the  mountain,  we  met  with 
multitudes  of  carcasses,  both  of  men  and  beasts,  which  had  fled 
to  the  heights.  The  trees  were  loaded  with  moss  and  weeds. 
The  fields  were  strewed  with  shells.  In  some  mires  lay  broken 
trees,  covered  with  mud;  so  that  after  ages  will  wonder  how 
trees  came  to  lie  so  deep  in  the  ground,  and  how  sea-shells, 
and  even  the  skeletons  of  monstrous  fishes,  should  be  found 
on  mountains.  The  course  of  rivers  was  also  diverted;  for 
the  stream  which  once  issued  out  of  paradise,  was  no  more  to 
bo  found.  Now  the  Nile  had  its  course  in  Ethiopia,  the 
Euphrates  in  Armenia,  the  Hiddekel  in  Mesopotamia,  the 
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Gihon,  or  Ganges,  in  Assyria.  As  for  towns,  and  large 
edifices,  it  was  dismal  to  see  them  lying  all  in  ruins.  In 
short,  the  whole  appearance  of  the  world  was  totally  changed. 
A  most  desolate,  afflicting  spectacle,  indeed! 

Pilgrim.     It  is  but  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  years- 
since  that  memorable  destruction;  yet,  behold!  here's  the  earth 
swarming  with  people,  and  cultivated  and  planted;  every  place 
has  a  cheerful  aspect;  so  that  I  wonder  things  have  so  soon 
been  set  on  so  good  a  footing. 

Noah.  Why,  after  looking  about  us  a  while,  the  first 
business  we  took  in  hand  was  tillage;  and  t  planted  the  vine. 
My  son  Shem  particularly  applied  himself  to  build  huts;  and, 
two  years  after,  had  a  son  named  Arphaxad,  now  in  the  three 
hundred  and  forty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  who  has  had 
several  children:  of  his  lineage  is  Abraham,  Beside  A  rphaxad, 
Shem  had  four  other  sons,  Elam,  Assur,  Lud,  and  Aram, 
whose  descendants  became  very  numerous.  To  Japhet  also 
were  born  seven  sons,  Gomer,  Magog,  Madai,  Javan,  Tubal, 
Mesech,  and  Tiras,  who  likewise  had  many  children.  Ham, 
my  third  son,  was  the  father  of  four  sons,  Cush,  Mizraim, 
Phut,  and  Canaan.  But  the  last  was  profligate  and  insolent; 
for,  happening  to  see  me  uncovered,  he  made  a  mock  of  me, 
though  his  grandfather;  whereas  my  two  sons,  Shem  and 
Japhet,  turning  aside  their  faces,  carefully  covered  me.  For 
which  act  of  decency  and  respect,  I  blessed  them,  at  the 
same  time  cursing  Canaan.  The  children  of  Ham,  however, 
multiplied  into  many  families,  grew  wealthy,  and  carried  it 
with  a  high  hand. 

Pilgi'im.  So  wickedness  was  not  totally  extirpated  by 
the  flood. 

Noah.     O!  son,  it  soon  grew  to  a  great  head! 
Pilgrim.     Prodigious! 

Noah,  ril  tell  you,  son.  At  the  birth  of  Peleg,  a  third 
grandson  of  Shem's,  which  was  a  hundred  and  four  years 
after  the  Deluge,  (though  he  died  about  ten  years  ago,  in  his 
two  hundred  and  fortieth  year,)  the  world  came  to  be  divided, 
and  the  occasion  of  it  was  this:  Soon  after  the  flood,  my 
children  moved  eastward,  into  the  land  of  Shinar;  and  some, 
affecting  to  leave  behind  them  a  great  name — and  others,  as 
it  were,  to  bid  defiance  to  the  Almighty,  and  secure  them- 
selves against  another  Deluge,  set  about  building  a  city,  and 
in  it  a  tower  of  an  immense  height,  that  the  top  should  reach 
to  the  very  sky, 
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Pilgrim,  I  think  your  children  should  have  been  wiser, 
than  thus  to  set  themselves  against  the  Almighty,  whose  hand 
they  had  so  lately  felt;  then,  what  astronomy  they  were  mas- 
ters of,  might  have  taught  them,  that  the  building  of  such  a 
tower  was  impossible,  by  reason  of  the  vast  distance  between 
the  earth  and  the  heavens. 

Noah.  As  to  my  sons,  Shem  and  Japhet,  they  were  sensi- 
ble that  it  was  a  mad  undertaking,*  and  would  have  no  hand 
in  it:  But  Nimrod,  issued  from  Ham,  as  son  to  Cush,  a  mighty 
one,  and  of  a  fierce  disposition,  which  ^e  had  contracted  by 
being  ever  hunting  and  catching  wild  beasts,  getting  together 
a  crew  of  desperadoes,  began  to  set  up  for  himself  and  lord  it 
over  others;  and  having,  by  the  assistance  of  Assur,  a  son  of 
Shem,  increased  his  numbers,  he  reduced  all  the  neighboring 
people;  and  what  with  force  and  promises,  brought  them  into 
his  design  of  building  the  above  mentioned  city  and  tower. 

Pilgrim.     Presumptuous  ambition! 

Noah.  Instantly  a  great  number  of  brick  kilns  were  got 
ready,  mortar  and  lime  prepared,  trees  felled,  carpenters  hired, 
with  laborers  innumerable:  day  and  night  were  employed  in 
carpentry,  joiner's  work,  bricklaying,  and  scaffolding,  in  a 
short  time  carrying  the  tower  to  such  a  height,  that  it  made 
one  dizzy  to  look  down,  and  its  circuit  on  the  ground  was 
really  astonishing;  but  this  temerity  gave  offence  to  God: 
and,  having  promised  never  to  destroy  the  earth  by  a  second 
Deluge,  though  they  had  well  deserved  it,  he  made  use  of 
another  method  for  putting  a  stop  to  the  w^ork,  and  dispersing 
them  in  the  midst  of  their  most  sanguine  expectations. 

Pilgrim.     What  method  I  pray? 

Noah.  As  they  had  all  one  and  the  same  language,  God 
varied  it  so,  that  they  all  fell  into  confusion,  not  understand- 
ing  each  other;  one  calling  for  wood,  another  brings  him 
stone;  and  to  him  who  calls  for  stone,  mortar  was  brought; 
hoist  up,  cries  one,  and  the  other  lowers;  so  that,  in  short,  they 
were  near  going  together  by  the  ears,  every  one  thinking  that 
they  played  upon  him.  This  disappointment  admitted  of  no 
remedy,  they  gave  over  their  boasted  structure,  and  not  only 
so,  but  they  were  obliged  to  separate;  Japhet's  descendants 
journeyed  westward;  namely  Gomer  went  into  Galatia, 
Thuiscan  into  Germany,  Tubal  into  Iberia,  Mesech  into 
Cappadocia;  Tharsis  built  the  city  still  called  by  his  name; 
Magog  possessed  himself  of  Scythia,  and  his  descendants 
seated  themselves  in  all  the  western  islands:  As  for  Ham's 
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offspring  they  mostly  bent  their  march  southward,  as  far  as 
the  country  of  the  Moors;  Mizraim  in  Egypt;  Canaan  called 
the  land  where  he  settled  by  his  name;  and  his  sons  were 
Sidon,  Heth,  Gergeci,  and  Jebusi  Amori,  whose  descendants 
also  bear  their  name.  The  famous  city  of  Sidon  was  built  by 
the  first;  but  Shem's  children  remained  with  their  father  in 
the  East.  Assur  continued  with  the  haughty  Nimrod,  and 
completed  the  building  of  the  city,  which,  on  account  of  the 
above  confusion  was  named  Babel;  and  here  they  founded 
the  first  monarchy,  which,  from  Assur,  was  called  the  Assy- 
rian. Shem's  other  descendants,  as  Seba,  Ophir,  Hevilo, 
peopled  the  Indian  lands,  whither  Peleg  accompanied  his 
father  Ebcr,  who  is  there  with  his  father  Seleb,  who  had  for 
his  father,  Arphaxad  the  son  of  Shem.  All  these  continued 
to  dwell  in  Canaan,  and  the  adjacent  countries.  The  only  one 
of  them  dead  is  Peleg,  and  he  but  lately;  all  the  others  are 
still  living,  and  do  very  well. 

Pilgrim.  These  are,  indeed,  wonderful  things,  father, 
which  you  have  related  to  me,  and  a  remarkable  instance,  not 
only  of  man's  depravity,  but  of  the  divine  wisdom,  which  takes 
the  artful  in  their  own  craft,  and  this  by  punishment  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  the  world;  for,  by  this  dispersion,  the 
earth,  depopulated  by  the  flood,  became  every  where  replen- 
ished. 

Noah.     A  very  good  remark,  son. 

Pilgrim.  Pray,  how  did  matters  go  with  the  recent  As- 
syrian monarchy;  for,  by  what  I  hear,  a  new  king,  named 
Samhisninias,  has  been  lately  set  up  there. 

Noah.  It  is  so,  son,  but  I  fear  he  will  introduce  a  very 
pernicious  custom,  and  that  under  a  specious  appearance. 

Pilgrim.     How  so,  father? 

Noah.     Alas!  that  the  world  is  so  easily  imposed  on. 

Pilgrim.  A  more  explicit  account  of  this,  if  you  please, 
that  I  may  understand  the  matter. 

Noah.     I  must  first  acquaint  you  with  the  rise  and  ag- 
grandizements of  that  monarchy.     Nimrod,  the  hunter,  after 
a  reign  of  fifty-four  years,  left  the  kingdom  to  Jupiter  Belus, 
who  reigned  twenty-six  years  in  a  continued  peace,  enacted 
many  good  laws  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  tranquillity, 
and  was  eminently  skillful  in  astronomy,  having  studied  the  . 
famous  pilUars  on  which  the  principles  of  that  science  had  \ 
been  cut  in   the  Antediluvian  times;  and  he  enlarged   and    1 
decorated  the  city  of  Babel.     Such  an  administration  had  en-  / 
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deared  him  to  his  subjects,  that  his  death  was  universally  la- 
mented. In  his  time  were  born  Serug  the  son  of  Reu,  and 
likewise  Nahor,  the  son  of  Serug,  the  latter  about  two  hun- 
dred years  after  the  Deluge.  Jupiter  Bel  us  was  succeeded  by 
Ninus,  who  founded  many  cities,  particularly  the  great  Nine- 
veh. It  was  in  the  forty -first  year  of  his  reign,  that  was  born 
the  celebrated  Patriarch  Abraham,  whose  father  was  Terah, 
the  son  of  Nahor.  But  Ninus,  though  a  prince  not  void  of 
merit,  was  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  reign,  treacherously 
murdered  by  his  consort  Semiramis,  a  woman  of  a  turbulent, 
martial  spirit,  and  who,  among  other  achievements,  slew  in 
battle  Zoroaster,  King  of  the  Bactrians,  for  his  extraordina- 
ry knowledge  reputed  a  magician.  Having  reduced  the  city 
of  Babel,  which  had  revolted,  she  inclosed  it  with  a  lofty  stone 
wall,  and  of  such  a  breadth  that  six  carriages  could  go  abreast; 
on  her  demise,  in  the  forty-first  year  of  her  reign,  the  succes- 
sion devolved  toSamhisninias,  who  has  now  reigned  five  years. 

Pilgrim.  Now,  father,  come  to  that  evil  custom  intro- 
duced by  him  under  a  plausible  appearance. 

Noah.  It  was  the  praying  to  and  adoration  of  images, 
which  he  himself  erected;  for  as  Ninus  had  set  up  a  statue  to 
his  father  Belus,  so  have  others;  women  called  on  Pallas  and 
Vesta,  and  this  not  only  in  memory  of  them,  but  as  objects 
of  veneration.  Samhisninias  went  still  farther,  building  tem- 
ples to  them  as  so  many  deities,  to  the  great  dishonor  of  God, 
the  author  of  all  things;  and  this  practice  continues  under  the 
appearance  of  honoring  God,  that  (which  is  a  very  melan- 
choly consideration)  Terah  the  devout  Abraham's  own  father, 
together  with  his  whole  kindred,  were  seduced  into  the  abomi- 
nable worship  of  strange  gods;  which  made  me  the  more  watch- 
ful over  Abraham,  daily  warning  him  against  the  least  deflec- 
tion from  the  one  eternal  God.  I  think  it  were  better  for  him 
to  remove  into  another  country,  where  he  will  not  be  exposed 
to  the  flatteries  and  insinuations  of  his  relations;  for  the  love  of 
the  vv'orld  is  so  infectious,  that  to  guard  against  it,  and  pre- 
serve our  virtue,  well  need  w^e  strictly  walk  as  pilgrims.  And 
his  father  Terah  having  left  him  much  wealth,  it  is  the  more  to 
be  feared  that  he  will  be  for  taking  up  his  rest  here;  for  though 
he  be  well  principled  and  has  a  solid  zeal  for  truth  and  god- 
liness, the  example  and  persuasions  of  relations  are  very  pow- 
erful. They  invite  to  entertainments,  and  these  must  be  re- 
turned. It  is  the  custom;  and  he  who  acts  otherwise  is  de- 
spised, as  a  morose  niggard.     On  the  tables  are  brought  the 
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offerings  to  idols;  there  is  music  of  all  kinds;  delicious  liquors 
are  served  in  golden  cups;  all  parts  shine  with  costly  splen- 
dor; then  the  talk  is  wholly  about  fine  houses,  furniture,  and 
gardens,  and  enjoyments  which  set  them  above  common  peo- 
ple. Alas!  thus  circumstanced  how  easily  is  a  young  heart 
ensnared,  or,  at  least,  cooled  in  its  religious  purposes!  Ah! 
son,  of  this  I  have  known  so  many  instances  that  well  may 
I  be  anxious  about  Abraham. 

Pilgrim.  Right,  father.  But  whither  shall  he  remove? 
You  yourself  intimated,  that  even  since  the  deluge  mankind 
are  relapsed  into  vice,  idolatry,  and  profligacy. 

Noah.  The  relapse  is,  indeed,  deplorable;  yet  are  there 
stilt  many  sincere  servants  of  the  true  God.  In  the  south  is  a 
land,  called  Canaan,  as  the  settlement  of  .the  descendants  of 
Canaan;  there,  and  in  a  town  of  his  ov\n  building,  called  Salem, 
lives  Melchisedeck,  a  devout  holy  priest,  who  is  likewise 
king,  governing  the  people  in  quietness  and  piety,  and  wor- 
shipping the  Almighty.  I  could  vrish  that  Abraham  may  be- 
come known  to  him;  the  conversation  of  such  a  man  will 
cherish  and  invigorate  his  good  principles- 

Pilgrim,  1  had  conceived,  that  the  citizens  of  Heaven 
never  built  towns  here  below  on  this  earth,  but  wandered,  hke 
pilgrims,  hving  only  in  moveable  tents. 

Noah.  Though,  from  necessity  they  build  houses  and 
towns  here,  to  them  these  are  no  more  than  a  pilgrim's  hut, 
their  hearts  not  long  settled  on  them,  but  breathing  after  their 
everlasting  habitations.  Farther,  their  building  is  quite  of 
another  nature  than  that  of  worldlings,  as  in  all  their  proceed- 
ings there  is  a  sublime,  mysterious  intendment;  for  they  look 
not  like  the  others,  to  the  things  that  are  visible.  As  to  this 
now  small  town  of  Salem,  O!  son,  were  I  to  go  about  relating 
the  events  which,  in  course  of  time,  shall  be  manifested  in  it, 
this  day  would  not  suffice;  for  wonderful  are  the  prophecies 
concerning  this  place.  My  age  will  not  allow  me  to  think  of 
living  to  see  the  fulfilling  of  any;  but  some  hundred  years  hence, 
posterity  \.vill  be  able  to  speak  of  wonderful  things  in  the  fate 
of  Salem.  It  lies  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  earth,  and  thus 
seems  destined  to  be  one  of  its  most  famous  cities.  1  will 
say  no  more  of  it,  but  refer  you  to  experience. 

Pilgrim.  As  you  please  for  that;  but  1  cannot  help  think- 
ing, that  whilst  Abraham  has  such  a  guide  and  pattern  as 
yourself,  such  an  emigration  is  unadvisable. 
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Noah,  That's  what  he  himself  say  s,  and  seems  determined 
not  to  quit  me  whilst  I  am  on  earth,  unless  by  a  special  com- 
mand from  God,  when  neither  kindred  nor  friends,  nor  any 
other  considerations,  are  to  be  regarded:  And  from  my  know- 
ledge of  his  piety,  I  am  confident  it  will  be  so  with  him. 

Pilgrim.  How  the  g;odly  always  love  one  another;  and 
very  fit  it  is  they  should,  it  being  a  love  which  is  of  God,  and 
leads  to  God,  and  on  which  depends  their  eternal  happiness.  It  '^ 
gives  me  a  very  sensible  joy,  that  so  many  old  and  young  still 
love  and  reverence  you  as  a  father.  For,  indeed,  you  natu- 
rally are  the  father  of  all,  being  older  than  any;  and  as  theyv 
gradually  difier  in  longevity,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  their 
respective  ages. 

Noah.  As  you  are  so  desirous  of  knowledge,  I  answer  your 
questions  with  pleasure.  My  son  Shem  is  about  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  Arphaxad  three  hundred  and  forty-seven,  Selah 
three  hundred  and  twelve,  Heber  two  hundred  and  eighty-two. 
Peleg  died  about  ten  years  since,  in  his  two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-ninth year.  Reu  is  now  in  his  two  hundred  and  eighteenth; 
Serug  in  his  hundred  and  eighty-sixth.  His  son  Nahor,  who 
(lied  nine  years  ago,  was  in  his  hundred  and  forty-eighth; 
Terah  is  now  a  hundred  and  twenty-seven  years  old;  and  his 
hopeful  son  Abraham,  fifty-six. 

Pilgrim.     One  thing  not  a  little  surprises  me. 

Noah.     What  is  that,  son? 

Pilgrim,  That  though  all  whom  you  have  named  fall  so 
short  of  your  years,  yet  have  they  very  nearl)'  the  like  appear- 
ance of  age.  There  is  Terah  himself  your  beloved  Abraham's 
father,  begins  to  grow  grey;  and  his  father,  it  seems,  was  but 
in  his  one  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  year,  when  he  died: 
This  I  cannot  account  for. 

Noah.  You  must  know  then,  son,  that  since  the  Deluge 
it  has  been  God's  pleasure  to  curtail  the  life  of  man;  and  thus 
they  insensibly  decrease  in  age  and  person.  You  now  see  no 
such  huge  giants,  as  in  my  time,  before  the  flood:  Alas!  the 
present  breed  is  quite  diminutive  in  comparison  of  the  Antedi- 
luvians; and  though  here  and  there  a  large  man  is  to  be  seen, 
they  are  nothing  like  former  times. 

Pilgrim.     Whence  proceed  these  changes,  father? 

Noah.  From  several  causes:  first  the  creation  was  origin- 
ally sound,  vigorous,  and  complete,  but  now  the  powers  of 
nature  being  enfeebled,  cannot  produce  and  support  such 
large  and  lasting  fruits.     The  vegetables  have  also  suffered  in 
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their  virtues,  that  they  afford  no  such  powerful  medicaments. 
Then  the  absokite  necessity  of  man's  living  so  long  for  the 
propagation  of  the  species,  is  now  ceased.  Thirdly ,  that  men 
do  not  grow  better  by  length  of  life,  or  strength  and  procerity 
of  body,  appears  from  the  preceding  sad  examples.  And 
man  not  being  created  so  much  for  this  temporal  life  as  to 
live  in  eternal  blessedness,  it  little  imports  whether  their  life 
be  long  or  short,  so  it  be  well  spent. 

Pilgrim,  Now,  my  dear  aged  father,  accept  of  my  very 
humble  thanks  for  your  instruction  aud  salutary  counsels,  and 
for  your  historical  narratives,  which  have  given  me  iufinile 
satisfaction.  1  will  trouble  you  no  longer,  and  may  that  God 
whom  you  have  so  faithfully  served,  receive  you  into  his 
heavenly  felicity,  on  your  removal  from  this  world,  which,  as 
yourself  said,  naturally  cannot  be  far  off. 

Noah.  True,  my  son,  and  heartily  do  I  long  for  it;  and 
no  less  heartily  do  I  wish  you  the  grace  and  favor  of  God. 
May  he  grant,  that  what  you  have  heard  from  me,  bring  forth 
good  fruit  in  you.  Adieu,  dear  son,  the  Lord  lift  up  the  light 
of  his  countenance  on  you,  and  guide  the  steps  of  your  pilgrir?;- 
age  in  peace  and  godliness,  that  you  may  be  admitted  to  the 
joys  of  the  righteous  in  his  everlasting  kingdom.     Amen. 
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Ilf  TWO  FARTS. 


(Im  -  SECTION  I.  i 

"CONTAINING    THE    SPACE    OF   FOUR    HUNDRED    AND 
EIGHTY-SEVEN  YEARS,  FROM  ABRAHAM  TO  THE 
*  ORIGIN  OF   ASHTAROTH,  &c. 


Abraham's  Life — Isaac's  Character — Rebecca  sought  for — Jacob  and 
Esau — Jacob  sent  to  Laban — Meets  with  Rachel — His  Return — 
Joseph  and  his  Brethren — His  Dreams — Reuben's  .expedient  to 
save  Joseph — He  is  sold  to  the  Merchants — Reuben's  Plan  defeated 
— Jacob's  Sorrow — Joseph  sold  to  Potiphar — Tempted  by  his  Mis- 
tress— Put  in  Prison — Interprets  the  Butler  and  Baker's  Dreams — 
Pharaoli's  Dreams  fulfilled — Jacob's  Family  in  want  of  Corn — Jo- 
seph's Brethren  bow  down  to  him — Simeon  bound — Their  money- 
found  in  their  Sacks — Their  second  appearance  before  him — The 
Cup  found  in  Benjamin's  Sack — Joseph  makes  himself  known  to 
them — Jacob   goes   down   into   Egypt — Egypt  distressed    by  the 

-  Famine— Oppression  of  the  Israelites — Pharaoh's  Cruelty — Moses 
preserved — Anecdote  of  him — Despises  the  Honors  of  Egypt's 
Court — Marries  Jethro's  Daughter — The  Prediction  of  Trisme- 
gistus— Israel  oppressed  by  Pharaoh  Chencres— Plagues  of  Egypt 
—Israel's  Departure— Pharaoh  pursues  Israel— Is  overthrown  in 
the  Red  Sea— Bitter  water  made  sweet  at  the  Prayer  of  Moses— 
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Manna  sent — Evil  Report  of  the  Spies — Golden  Calf  made  and  wor- 
shipped— Quails  sent — Brazen  Serpent — Heathens  more  grateful 
than  Israel — Joshua  made  IsraePs  Leader — Sun  and  Moon  stand 
still — Ashtaroth,  Jupiter,  Neptune,  and  Pluto;  their  Origin. 

Pilgrim.  Of  the  first  world  I  obtained  some  knowledge 
by  the  kind  communicativeness  of  the  two  venerable  patri- 
archs Adam  and  Noah:  but  since  my  conversation  with  the 
latter,  two  thousand  years  being  elapsed,  and  such  a  space 
must  unquestionably  have  produced  many  strange  and  re- 
markable events;  I  could  wish  to  meet  with  a  person  of  th^ 
same  sense  and  disposition,  to  give  me  a  true  and  judicious 
account  of  these  subsequent  times:  and  my  curiosity  is  the 
greater,  as  I  find  myself  in  the  midst  of  the  ruins  of  a  large 
city,  which  has  more  the  appearance  of  having  been  destroy- 
ed by  war,  than  forsaken  on  account  of  any  other  calamity. 
It  is  plain  these  stately  edifices  were  burned  down.  The 
stones  in  many  places  are  all  over  smoke,  so  that  it  cannot 
be  very  long  since  the  disaster  happened.  What  a  glorious 
city  this  must  have  been!  The  circuit  and  thickness  of  the 
walls!  That  mountain,  particularly,  seems  covered  with 
stately  ruins!  As  for  the  kw  houses,  run  up  here  and  there, 
they  seem  to  occupy  but  a  very  small  part  of  that  which  lies 
waste.  Oh!  Yonder  I  see  coming  a  man,  w'ho  by  his  age,  is 
fit  for  my  purpose,  and  his  aspect  speaks  him  courteous  and 
sensible.  Good  day,  father:  Allow  me  a  word  or  two  with 
you. 

CleopJias,     God  save  you,  son.     May  I  ask  who  you  are? 

Pilgr'im.  I  am  a  pilgrim  soul,  very  desirous  of  knowing 
the  occurrences  of  ancient  times:  and  as  1  have  been  wan- 
dering ever  since  the  commencement  of  this  system,  it  was 
my  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  Adam,  and  some  time  after 
with  Noah,  of  whom  doubtless  you  have  heard,  and  they  both 
very  kindly  gave  me  an  account  of  every  thing  within  their 
knowledge.  Since  then,  I  have  not  exchanged  a  word  with 
any  one;  and  finding  myself  here  amidst  the  ruins  of  a  very 
splendid  city,  I  was  v/ishing  for  some  such  person  as  yourself 
to  inform  me  about  its  catastrophe,  and  the  remarkable  things 
which  have  come  to  pass  since  Noah's  time. 

Cleopkas.  That  is  a  task  rather  too  hard  for  such  an  old 
worn-out  creature  as  I  am,  being  now  in  my  hundred  and 
twentieth  year.     Besides,  the  care  of  the  sheep  recommended 
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to  me,  leaves  me  but  little  spare  time;  and  a  detail  of  all  those 
things  would  require  not  a  few  days,  but  months. 

Pilgrim.  This  whets  my  curiosity:  but,  pray,  are  you  a 
shepherd? 

Cleophas.     Yes,  of  men. 

Pilgrim.  If  so,  please  to  look  on  me  as  one  of  your  sheep, 
who  comes  to  you  to  be  fed  with  useful  knowledge. 

Cleophas.  If  so,  I  shall  make  no  difficulty  to  comply 
with  your  desires.  Therefore  we  will  go  up  yonder  hill, 
called  Sion. 

Pilgrim.     Where  those  old  walls  stand] 

Cleophas.     The  same. 

Pilgrim.  It  is  very  ugly  clambering  among  these  con- 
fused  heaps  of  stones.  Bless  me!  what  beautiful  buildings  lie 
here,  all  ruined  and  razed!  I  cannot  forbear  grieving  at  the 
sad  end  of  so  much  magnificence. 

Cleophas.  If  you  are  so  affected  with  the  bare  sight  of 
this  desolation,  how  must  it  be  with  me,  who  was  an  eye- 
witness of  it?     And,  what  is  still  more — 

Pilgrim.     Why,  father,  it  draws  tears  from  youl 
*     Cleophas.     O!  the  causes,  the  causes! 

Pilgrim.     What  mean  you? 

Cleophas.  I  mean  the  most  just  causes  of  its  overthrow. 
O!  the  innocent  blood  shed  within  that  proud  city!  And  espe- 
cially the  holy,  righteous — 

Pilgrim.     Father,  grief  quite  overcomes  you. 

Cleophas.     The  holy,  righteous,  and  merciful  Jesus — 

Pilgrim.     Jesus — who  was  he? 

Cleophas.  I  find  you  are  very  ignorant,  indeed,  of  what 
has  passed,  and  have  conversed  only  with  Adam  and  Noah; 
though,  had  you  rightly  understood  the  mystery  of  their  nar» 
ratives,  you  would  not  have  been  so  much  wanting  in  true 
wisdom  as  you  at  first  appear;  for  I  make  no  question  but  they 
gave  you  some  insight  into  the  way  of  salvation.  Did  they 
not? 

Pilgrim.  Adam  mentioned  some  promises  made  to  him 
ffom  God;  and,  by  what  he  said,  God  seemed  to  have  some 
particular  view  in  the  race  of  Seth:  but,  according  to  Noah, 
that  race,  no  less  than  the  offspring  of  Cain,  were  become  so 
depraved,  profligate,  and  impious,  that  God  caused  the  whole 
world  to  be  overflowed.  And  after  the  restoration  of  it,  the 
progeny  of  Noah,  whose  family  had  been  preserved,  gradu- 
ally sunk  into  all  the  antediluvian  impieties,  so  that  a  truly 
6* 
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good,  pious  man,  was  scarcely  to  be  met  with — though  there 
was  one  Abraham,  and  he  far  from  old,  for  whom  Noah  had 
a  particular  esteem,  as  discerning  in  him,  above  any  other, 
something  devout  and  noble. 

Cleophas.     How  mysterious  are  the  divine  workings! 

Pilgj'im.     But  this  is  nothing  to  the  point  in  hand. 

Cleophas.     It  is  very  much  so — but  you  see  but  dimly. 

Pilgrim.  Pray,  may  I  ask  why  you  were  in  such  an 
agony  of  grief,  that  the  tears  gushed  so  suddenly  from  your 
eyes? 

Cleophas.  Beside  the  remembrance  of  the  terrible  exci- 
sion of  the  city,  it  was  the  inhuman  martyrdom  of  so  many 
just  men;  but  chiefly  the  ignominy  and  torture  inflicted  on 
that  dear  guiltless  Lamb.  To  crucify  him,  who  never  injured 
any  one!  That  adorable  person!  This  was  such  a  nefari- 
ous procedure,  as  might  sink  a  whole  country! 

Pilgrim.  But  this  is  all  dark  to  me.  I  wish,  father,  you 
would  be  so  good  as  to  relate  every  thing  in  order  of  time; 
as  thus  the  connection  of  the  successive  transactions  would 
convey  more  pleasure  and  instruction. 

Cleophas.  That  will,  indeed,  be  better;  but  grief,  and  a 
very  just  grief,  bewilders  my  reason.  I  will  keep  to  order  as 
much  as  1  can;  and  as  for  my  digressions,  you  must  impute 
them  to  my  sensibility,  and  the  affecting  nature  of  the  subject. 
I  wish  my  tongue  were  as  the  pen  of  a  good  writer,  that  I 
might  clearly  exhibit  to  you  all  the  interesting  occurrences, 
which  I  have  seen  and  heard  of,  exclusive  of  those  transmit- 
ted down  to  us  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  tradition  of  our 
careful  forefathers. 

Pilgrim.  Now  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you.  No  docile 
child  listens  with  more  pleasure  and  attention. 

Cleophas.  1  shall  begin  from  the  most  ancient  times;  and, 
w^ith  what  is  contained  in  the  Scriptures  and  traditions,  and 
the  events  of  my  own  times;  and  thus  you  will  have  a  com- 
plete, and,  1  hope,  instructive  history.  That  Abraham,  whom 
you  saw  walking  with  Shem,  about  twenty  years  after  the 
death  of  Noah,  received  an  order  from  God,  to  remove  out  of 
the  land  of  the  Assyrians  into  this,  where  you  now  are;  and 
he  settled  amidst  these  hills,  to  tlie  south-west,  where,  at  that 
time,  was  a  town  called  Hebron,  the  ruins  of  which  are  still  to 
be  seen;  and  near  it,  a  very  dehghtful  spot,  called  Mamre 
plain.  And  here  Abraham  fixed  his  dwelling.  God,  finding 
him  faithful  in  all  things,  promised  that  he  would  give  to  him 
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and  his  descendants,  all  the  several  countries,  on  all  sides, 
which  you  see  from  this  place,  though  at  that  time  only  a 
stranger,  and  without  a  single  foot  of  land  of  his  own;  for 
these  countries  were  possessed  by  different  nations.  This 
city,  now  Jerusalem,  was  called  Salem;  and  here  resided  king 
Melchizedec,  a  prince  eminent  for  piety,  and  likewise  a  priest 
of  the  true  God. 

Pilgi'im.      O!  is  this  Salem,  which  1  remember  Noah 
spoke  of,  as  a  city  of  which  wonderful  things  were  said — and  ' 
is  it  at  last  come  to  such  an  end? 

Cleophas.  Yes,  my  son,  this  is  the  Salem,  which  good 
Melchizedec  built;  but  its  name  was  afterwards  changed  to 
Jehus;  and,  in  process  of  time,  partly  revived  in  Jerusalem;  for 
it  is  now  above  two  thousand  years  since  its  first  foundation. 
But  to  return  to  Abraham.  God  farther  promised,  that  in 
him  and  his  seed  all  generations  of  the  earth  should  be  blessed. 
Now,  son,  think  what  seed  Adam  spoke  to  you  of,  and  where- 
fore God,  amidst  all  vicissitudes  and  calamities,  preserved  the 
race  of  Seth,  till  Abraham;  namely,  that  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world,  down  to  the  present  time,  a  lineage  might  fol- 
low in  regular  descent,  as  from  it  was  to  be  born  Him,  in 
whom  all  blessings  consist,  and  through  whom  the  mercy  of 
God  has  poured  forth  its  superabundant  riches  among  all 
nations  of  the  earth. 

Pilgrim,  O!  the  goodness  of  God!  And  has  this  been 
fulfilled? 

Cleophas.  That  I  shall  tell  you;  but  you  must  previously 
be  informed  of  the  order  in  which  this  has  been  carried  on, 
that  you  may  at  once  have  a  knowledge  of  the  revolutions  of 
this  city,  of  the  causes  of  its  destruction,  and  of  the  accom- 
phshment  of  God's  promises.  Twenty  years  after  those  pro- 
mises, God,  contrary  to  all  hope  and  expectation,  gave  Abra- 
ham, in  his  old  age,  a  son,  called  Isaac;  and,  to  divest  him 
still  more  of  human  hope,  he  ordered  him  to  sacrifice  that  son, 
on  the  hill  there,  straight  before  us,  within  the  old  walls  of 
the  city,  where  you  see  the  remains  of  a  very  grand  edifice. 
At  that  time  it  was  only  a  green  hill,  called  Morlah,  without 
any  buildings  on  it.  But  God,  seeing  that  Abraham  made 
no  difficulty  of  complying  with  the  order,  however  his  nature 
might  relent,  and  was  preparing  to  sacriffce  his  son,  called  to 
liim  from  heaven  to  forbear,  and  thus  restored  Isaac  to  him, 
as  from  the  dead,  at  the  same  time  confirming  the  covenant  of 
all  generations  being  blessed  in  his  seed. 
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Pilgrim.     Had  Abraham  no  other  son? 

Cleophas.  He  had  an  elder  son  by  his  maid  Hagar;  but, 
by  divine  direction,  both  son  and  mother  were  turned  out  of 
the  house — in  which,  unquestionably,  lies  much  mystery,  and 
still  more  in  the  before- mentioned  sacrifice  of  Isaac.  For 
when  T  consider  the  severe  trial  of  Abraham's  faith;  Isaac's 
extraordinary  acquiescence,  with  the  several  circumstances; 
how  he  carried  the  wood  for  the  sacrifice;  how  innocently  he 
went  up  the  hill;  and  his  confidence,  when  nothing  but  death 
was  before  him,  that  it  would  end  well;  1  am  lost  in  admira- 
tion, and  the  more,  as  I  have  seen  the  accomplishment  of  the 
whole  mystery.     OI  son,  indulge  me  in  my  emotion! 

Pilgrim.  Most  willingly.  Yet,  1  pray,  some  farther  ac- 
count of  Isaac. 

Cleophas.  This  Isaac,  as  we  may  suppose,  had  the  most 
virtuous  education,  and  walked  in  his  father's  steps.  When 
only  a  boy,  he  showed  an  uncommon  gentleness  of  nature,  in 
bearing  with  the  mockeries  of  his  illegitimate  brother,  Ish- 
mael:  in  his  youth,  an  heroic  obedience,  in  submitting  to  be 
slain  as  a  sacrifice:  in  his  riper  years,  great  devotion,  and  an 
active  strength  of  faith,  often  laying  aside  all  earthly  ideas, 
and  exercising  himself  in  prayer,  and  divine  aspirations.  To 
marry  such  a  valuable  son  to  a  heathenish  or  alien  woman, 
would  not  have  been  agreeable  to  Abraham's  character. 
Accordingly,  he  sent  one  of  his  upper  servants  to  seek  a  wife, 
worthy  of  him,  among  his  own  kindred. 

Pilgrim.  Did  not  Isaac,  then,  keep  company  with  the 
young  persons  of  the  country,  and  look  out  for  an  advan- 
tageous match? 

Cleophas.  Ill  would  such  views  have  suited  those  who 
profess  themselves  strangers  and  only  sojourners  on  earth; 
and  whose  lively  faith  kept  their  eyes  steadily  looking  for- 
ward to  another  country,  of  which  they  were  citizens.  Be- 
sides, such  was  his  filial  duty,  that  he  would  not  have  taken 
any  step  without  his  father's  permission. 

Pilgrim.     A  good  son,  indeed! 

Cleophas.  In  the  east,  at  that  time,  stood  the  town  of 
Nahor,  where,  with  his  brother  Laban,  who  was  of  Abra- 
ham's family,  lived  a  most  virtuous  damsel,  called  Rebecca: 
and  thither  was  the  above  servant  sent,  together  with  ten 
damsels,  laden  with  provisions,  and  other  things.  This  honest 
man,  amidst  all  the  varieties  of  his  long  journey,  was  still 
deliberating  on  the  due  discharge  of  his  commission;  and 
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sensible  that,  without  the  divine  assistance,  all  his  circumspec- 
tion and  diligence  would  produce  no  good  effect,  he  prostrated 
himself  in  prayer  to  God,  to  prosper  his  journey  by  some 
token.  As  he  was  resting  at  a  well  near  the  town,  up  comes 
Rebecca,  who  readily,  as  if  she  had  known  his  message,  let 
him  drink  out  of  her  pitcher,  and  gave  his  camels  water. 
This  courtesy  was  returned  with  presents  of  bracelets,  rings, 
and  other  ornaments;  which  her  brother  Laban  seeing,  invited 
the  stranger  to  his  house;  and  there  the  purport  of  his  coming 
being  made  known,  together  with  his  j)rayer,  and  the  token 
he  had  desired  of  God,  the  whole  family  immediately  closed 
with  the  proposal,  as  manifestly  of  divine  appointment. 

Pilgrim.  How  differently  from  the  generality  of  matches, 
which  are  carried  on  with  flattery  and  deceit,  and  the  only 
aim  sensual  delight  or  interest! 

Cleophas.  True — and  the  consequences  are  accordingly; 
disgust,  quarrels,  hatred,  and  divorces.  It  is  divine  love,  or 
godliness,  which  is  the  surest  tie  of  hearts. 

Pilgrim.  How  was  it, in  the  mean  time,  with  good  Isaac? 
Cleophas.  He  committed  all  his  concerns  to  God,  and 
prayed  that  his  heart  might  be  kept  in  a  constant  deference 
to  the  divine  will,  whatever  was  the  issue — till,  one  evening, 
being  in  the  field,  he  saw  the  camels  returning,  and  being  by 
the  servant  informed  of  the  success  of  his  journey,  he  went 
to  meet  his  bride,  and  led  her  to  his  father's  house,  where  she 
was  joyfully  received.  Such  was  Isaac's  fondness  for  his 
dear  Rebecca,  that  his  grief  for  the  death  of  his  mother  gradu- 
ally wore  off*.  The  family  were  all  alert  in  their  several 
employments,  and  took  a  pleasure  in  despatching  whatever 
their  young  mistress  directed.  The  aged  Abraham  was  so 
rejoiced,  seeing  his  son  blest  with  so  excellent  a  spouse,  that 
he  seemed  to  bloom  with  fresh  youth.  To  be  sure,  an  union 
of  hearts  is  life's  sweetest  cordial. 

Pilgrim.  Had  Abraham  any  other  children? 
Cleophas.  He  had  even  some  children  afterwards;  but 
Isaac  was  the  sole  heir,  both  of  the  substance  and  the  divine 
promise,  which  was  the  greatest  wealth — for  otherwise,  as  to 
temporal  grandeur,  there  vvereArmatrides,the  king  of  Assyria, 
Osiris,  of  Egypt,  Abimelech,  king  of  the  Philistines,  and  Atlas^ 
the  famous  astronomer,  his  contemporaries,  who  infinitely 
surpassed  him,  being  possessed  of  large  dominions;  and  as 
for  length  of  life,  none  came  near  Shem,  the  son  of  Noah, 
who  could  tell  a  thousand  things  both  of  the  first  and  second 
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world,  being  in  his  six  hundredth  year  when  he  resigned  his 
soul  to  the  God  of  his  life. 

Pilgrim.  I  perceive  that  the  paternal  benediction  reaches 
farther  than  this  transitory  world:  and  to  whom  did  it  descend 
after  Isaac? 

Cleophas.  O!  son,  much  is  to  be  said  on  that  head. 
Isaac  had  two  sons;  of  whom  Esau,  as  the  eldest,  was  enti- 
tled to  the  privileges  of  primogeniture,  but  not  knowing  its 
value,  and  returning  one  day  from  hunting,  exceedingly  hun- 
gry, sold  it  to  his  brother  Jacob,  at  so  low  a  rate  as  a  mess  of 
pottage. 

Pilgrim.  A  strange  folly,  indeed!  Could  he  be  in  his 
right  senses? 

Cleophas.  As  much  as  they  who  renounce  heavenly  things 
for  those  of  earth.  How  many  do  we  see  preferring  fleeting, 
pernicious  pleasures,  to  everlasting  felicity!  Futurity,  say 
they,  is  a  great  way  off;  We'll  make  the  most  of  the  present. 

Pilgrim.     But,  1  suppose,  Esau  repented  his  folly. 

Cleophas.  Yes.  he  grew  extremely  concerned;  but  it  was 
too  late.  I  will  give  you  the  whole  history.  He  thought 
the  agreement  was  still  to  be  frustrated,  and  was  for  defraud- 
ing Jacob  of  the  blessing;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  Rebecca's 
prudence,  would  have  gained  his  ends.  For  Isaac,  now 
blind  with  age,  and  knowing  nothing  of  the  transaction  be- 
tween his  sons,  sent  Esau  a  hunting  to  get  some  venison,  that, 
having  eat  it,  he  might  lay  his  hands  on  his  head,  and  thus  im- 
part tiie  blessing  to  him;  but  Rebecca,  who  had  overheard 
the  affair,  dressed  some  savory  meat,  and  sent  Jacob  with  it 
to  his  father,  who  pleased  with  his  supposed  diligence,  immedi- 
ately laid  his  hands  on  Jacob's  head,  thus  transferring  the 
blessing  to  his  younger  son;  and  the  just  God,  to  whom  all 
hearts  are  open,  confirmed  it  to  his  progeny.  But  now  Esau 
returns,  eagerly  dresses  his  venison,  and  carries  it  to  his  father, 
from  whom  he  soon  heard  that  Jacob  had  been  before  hand 
with  him.  At  this  his  countenance  was  changed;  he  broke 
out  into  invectives  and  threatenings  against  his  brother;  then, 
falling  on  his  knees,  with  a  flood  of  tears,  begged  a  blessing 
of  his  father;  who  tenderly  sympathizing  with  his  agonies, 
assured  him  that  his  descendants  should  enjoy  great  worldly 
prosperity,  and  one  day  become  independent;  but  as  for  the 
promise  of  the  Messiah  that  was  irrevocable. 

Pilgrim,     How  did  he  behave  afterwards? 
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Cleophas.  As  one  of  a  rugged  and  ferocious  disposition, 
contracted,  perhaps,  by  his  extreme  delight  in  field  sports- 
He  harbored  an  implacable  grudge  against  his  brother,  and 
was  not  wanting  to  give  several  plain  indications  that  he  medi- 
tated some  mischief!  Then  he  had  married  two  Canaanitish 
women,  who  were  continually  carping  at  his  father  and  mother, 
which  grieved  the  old  folks  exceedingly.  As  this  storm  daily 
increased,  they  warned  Jacob,  who,  indeed,  was  their  favorite, 
against  marrying  alien  women,  and  counselled  him  also  to 
beware  of  his  brother's  resentment;  and,  to  prevent  both  these 
evils,  determined  to  send  him  to  his  uncle  Laban,  who  lived 
far  off  in  the  east.  The  young  man  implicitly  submitted  to 
their  will;  and  having  received  from  his  father  a  fervent  re- 
newal of  the  benediction,  he  set  out  with  only  a  staff  in  his 
hand. 

Pilgrim,  This  seemed  little  to  agree  with  the  blessings 
promised  him. 

Cleophas.  Very  little,  indeed.  He  travelled  through 
that  delicious  country,  which  was  every  where  interspersed 
with  orchards  of  figs  and  promegranates,  with  olive-yards, 
vineyards,  corn-fields,  and  meadows.  On  the  hills  were 
feeding  numerous  herds  and  flocks  of  kine,  sheep,  and 
goats.  He  saw  the  peasants  dancing  .and  frolicking,  whilst 
he  himself  was  but  a  vagrant  pilgrim,  without  any  settle- 
ment. 

Pilgrim.  This  must  naturally  have  excited  some  dejec- 
tion in  the  young  man. 

Cleophas.  Great  is  the  force  of  faith,  yet  was  he  not  to- 
tally without  fluctuations,  doubts,  and  uneasy  apprehensions; 
but  the  Lord  God  encouraged  him  by  a  vision  in  the  night. 
Yonder,  northward,  is  a  town,  now  called  Bethel:  Jacob,  be- 
ing benighted  there,  laid  himself  down  on  the  ground,  with 
his  head  on  a  stone;  yet  hard  as  his  couch  was,  his  soul  felt 
the  sweetest  refreshment;  he  saw  the  heavens  open,  and  a  lad- 
der reaching  up  to  it  with  angels  ascending  and  descending 
on  it,  as  if  oflering  all  manner  of  kind  offices  to  him,  and  at 
the  same  time  showing,  that  though  the  divine  purposes  seem 
sometimes  to  rise  and  sometimes  to  fall,  yet  is  the  end  always 
happy.  This  vision  was  accompanied  by  a  voice  assuring 
him  of  the  "divine  protection  and  good- will,  and  all  the  pro- 
mised blessings.  Jacob  awaking,  praised  God  for  such  an 
astonishing  token  of  his  presence;  every  thing,  he  thought, 
wore  a  sacredness,  and  the  stone,  on  which  he  slept^  he  set 
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up  as  a  memorial  of  the  vision,  pouring  oil  on  it.     Then  he 
cheerfully  prosecuted  his  journey. 

Pilgrim.     How  was  it,  in  the  mean  time,  with  Esau? 

Cleophas.  He  enjoyed  no  such  tranquillity.  Do  you  ob- 
serve, yonder,  in  the  south,  some  hills  not  unlike  clouds? 
Thither  Esau  withdrew,  with  some  others  like  him,  robust, 
savage  men,  living  by  hunting  and  rapine.  Here  he  became 
very  powerful,  but  still  rankling  with  envy  and  revenge,  than 
which  no  body  needs  any  greater  tortures.  Divine  solace- 
ments  he  was  an  utter  stranger  to:  instead  of  the  company 
of  angels,  he  was  surrounded  by  abandoned  companions,  who 
could  talk  of  nothing  but  hunting,  outrage,  rapine,  and  de- 
bauchery; a  conversation  as  different  from  the  former,  as  the 
light  of  the  sun  to  dark  midnight. 

Pilg?'im.     True,  father;  but  now  ]  would  hear  farther  of 
Jacob? 

Cleophas.  That  dutiful  son,  animated  by  faith,  travelled 
on,  till  at  length  drawing  near  to  the  town  of  Haran,  in  Meso- 
potamia, he  stopped  at  a  well,  where  the  shepherds  watched  ji. 
their  flocks;  and  beginning  to  inquire  of  them  about  Laban; 
here  comes  his  daughter  Rachel,  said  they,  with  her  flock. 
Her  modest  deportment  and  beauty  charmed  Jacob,  and  his 
heart  intimated  to  him,  that  this  lovely  damsel  was  the  bride 
his  parent  had  spoken  to  him  of.  Though  much  fatigued,  he 
exerted  an  uncommon  strength  in  removing  a  huge  stone  from 
the  well,  that  Rachel's  sheep  might  drink;  and  with  all  the 
marks  of  a  respectful  love  he  made  himself  known  to  her;  an 
account  of  this  was  soon  carried  to  Laban,  who,  moved  by  a 
divine  impulse,  hastened  to  meet  him,  embraced,  and  kissed 
him,  and  invited  him  into  his  house.  It  was  soon  agreed  that 
Jacob  should  serve  Laban  seven  years,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  them,  Rachel  to  be  given  him  in  marriage:  the  long  term 
of  seven  years  seemed  to  him  but  a  day,  for  the  love  he  had 
to  her.  Regardless  of  the  frosty  nights  and  sultry  days,  he 
assiduously  tended  Laban's  flocks,  often  sweetening  his  trouble 
with  Rachel's  convereation,  relating  to  her  the  history  of  the 
patriarchs  and  his  family,  and  the  blessings  hereditarily  an- 
nexed to  it;  what  ravishing  intercourses  he  had  with  God  du- 
ring his  journey,  and  talked  fervently  on  the  imperishable  re- 
ward which  the  virtue  of  faith  brings  with  it.  What  pleasure 
must  two  souls  of  such  a  cast,  united  together  in  the  purest 
love,  have  had  together,  while  tending  their  fleecy  charge, 
ginging  pastoral  hymns,  talking  of  the  happiness  of  being  in 
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{he  love  of  God,  and  other  subjects,  which  check  all  indecent 
thoughts,  and  wonderfully  gladdens  the  mind,  and  strengthens 
the  heart  in  piety.  When  the  sun  had  passed  seven  times 
through  the  zodiac,  and  was  drawing  near  to  the  eighth  sign, 
Jacob  thought  he  might,  without  offence,  move  for  the  recom- 
pense of  his  service;  but  Laban  said,  "In  our  country,  the 
younger  must  not  be  married  before  the  elder" — and  gave 
him  first  Leah,  and  soon  after  Rachel,  but  for  whom  he  was 
to  serve  another  seven  years.  Jacob  continued  with  Laban 
fourteen  years  longer,  in  which  time  he  had  twelve  sons, 
afterwards  called  the  twelve  patriarchs  of  Israel. 

Pilgrim.  In  such  a  large  family,  I  think,  many  things 
must  have  happened. 

Cleophas.  Ay,  Jacob  had  vexation  enough  with  his  sons. 
Then  Laban,  his  father-in-law,  dealt  very  unkindly  by^iim : 
but  the  worst  was  his  consternation  at  meeting  his  brother 
unexpectedly  on  his  return  home. 

Pilgrim.     That  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear. 

Cleophas.  As  the  good  man  was  quietly  passing  through 
the  country,  with  his  wives,  childreUj^a  train  of  servants,  and 
cattle  of  all  kinds,  so  richly  had  God  blessed  him,  and  was 
pleasing  himself  w^ith  the  thoughts  of  seeing  his  parents  again, 
after  an  absence  of  above  twenty  years,  advice  is  brought  him, 
"See,  thy  brother  Esau  cometh  to  meet  thee,  and  lour  hundred 
men  with  him."  This  threw  him  into  a  violent  panic;  and, 
from  his  brother's  fierceness,  he  thought  all  was  lost,  and 
that  he  should  certainly  fall  a  victim  to  his  rage.  The  women 
screamed,  the  children  trembled  and  cried.  At  length  Jacob, 
being  a  little  composed,  implored  the  divine  succor.  Then, 
dividing  all  that  was  with  him  into  three  bands,  he  moved 
forward;  and  when  he  came  in  sight  of  his  brother,  whose 
attendants  made  a  frightful  appearance,  he,  his  wives,  and 
children,  and  servants — all,  with  great  respect,  bowed  seven 
times  to  the  ground.  This  so  affected  Esau,  that  he  ran  to 
Jacob,  embraced  him,  and  fell  on  his  neck  and  kissed  him,  as 
if  there  never  had  been  any  variance  between  them,  whilst  his 
attendants  leaned  on  their  spears,  wondering  at  such  a  change: 
And  Jacob  praised  God,  who  hath  the  hearts  of  the  mighty  in 
his  hands,  and  turneth  them  as  he  pleases. 

Pilgrim.  How  cheerfully  must  they  have  travelled  on; 
Jacob,  from  being  a  lonely,  way-faring  man,  seeing  himself 
surrounded  with  children,  servants,  and  cattle — how  nnust 
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their  faith  have  been  strengthened  by  the  consideration  of  the 
Lord's  wonderful  deahngs  towards  them! 

Cleophas.  A  good  observation.  In  the  prosecution  of  his 
journey,  he  came  into  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  pitched  his 
tents  at  the  city  of  Shechem.  The  defilement  of  his  daughter 
Dinah  by  the  prince  of  the  country,  and  the  severe  revenge 
which  two  of  his  sons  took  for  the  injury  done  their  sister, 
killing  the  prince  and  his  father,  with  many  more,  and  spoil- 
ing the  city,  to  the  great  displeasure  of  all  the  neighboring 
nations,  I  only  mention.  There  is  also  another  very  singular 
and  remarkable  history;  but  it  will  be  best  to  defer"  it  tifl  an- 
other time.  The  recollection  of  so  many  particulars  is  too 
much  for  my  age;  and,  after  all,  it  may  seem  tedious. 

Pilgrim.  No,  father:  by  no  means  suppress  this  history. 
You  would  relate  every  thing,  did  you  know  the  pleasure  your 
conversation  gives  me. 

Cleophas.  I  shall  scarcely  be  able  to  go  fluently  through 
it;  for  it  contains  much  and  important  mystery.  One  of  these 
twelve  sons,  Joseph,  being  remarkably  beautiful  in  his  person,- 
and  of  a  most  endearing  behavior,  was  so  envied  by  his  breth- 
ren, that  all  his  meek  carriage,  his  readiness  to  serve  them, 
his  submissive  manner  of  speaking,  could  not  procure  him  so 
much  as  a  kind  look  from  them,  much  less  the  familiar  cor- 
diality of  brethren. 

Pilgrim.  That  was  strange  malignitj^:  one  would  think 
there  must  have  been  some  grounds  for  it. 

Cleophas.  What  grounds  could  there  be  from  a  youth  of 
such  gentle  disposition?  But  jealousy  is  a  wretched  passion. 
They  m^ade  a  clamor,  that  their  father  loved  him  better  than 
them  altogether,  as  the  image  of  his  mother  Rachel.  What 
they  particularly  noticed  was,  Jacob's  giving  him  a  very  showy 
gown,  which  reached  dov/n  to  his  feet.  He  could  not  forbear 
acquainting  his  father  of  his  unhappy  situation;  and  this  em- 
bittered them,  so  that  they  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  him,  but 
took  all  occasions  of  brow-beating  and  insulting  him.  Now 
the  more  the  father  observed  this  treatment,  the  more  he  loved 
Joseph  for  his  virtue  and  gentleness.  All  this,  however,  might 
have  blown  over,  without  one  very  remarkable  circumstance, 
which  galled  them  more  than  any  thing. 

Pilgrim.     And,  pray,  what  was  that? 

Cleophas.  You  must  know,  God  had  some  particular 
views,  of  which  this  youth  was  to  be  the  instrument,  as  he 
generally  exalts  the  meek  above  the  high-minded;  and  of  this 
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he  gave  intimation  in  two  dreams,  which  Joseph,  in  the  sim- 
plicity of  his  heart,  told  to  his  brethren.  The  first  was,  that 
they  were  all  binding  sheaves  in  the  field;  and  his  sheaf,  rear- 
ing itself  upright,  all  the  others  stood  round,  and  made  obei- 
sance to  it.  The  second  was,  that  the  sun  and  moon,  and 
eleven  stars,  paid  him  the  like  homage.  This  imprinted  in 
their  hearts  an  indelible  rancor.  What,  said  they,  do  you  set 
up  to  be  king  over  us?  It  appears,  however,  that  they,  in  their 
own  thoughts,  did  not  look  on  those  dreams  as  mere  idle  fan- 
cies: yet  they  determined  to  traverse  and  eflectually  defeat 
the  consequences.  But  the  Almighty  disappointed  them.  As 
for  Jacob,  though  these  dreams  seemed  somewhat  strange  to 
him,  yet  he  laid  them  to  heart,  as  of  prophetic  import. 

Pilgrim.     Well,  and  did  any  thing  follow  hereupon? 

Cleophas.  Yes,  indeed,  and  things  well  worth  recording. 
Not  long  after,  these  brothers,  for  the  sake  of  better  pasture 
for  their  herds  and  flocks,  went  to  a  part  of  the  country,  at 
some  distance  from  their  home;  and  their  father,  longing  to 
hear  some  news  of  them,  sent  his  dear  Joseph  to  find  them  out. 
After  wandering  about  the  country,  he  was  informed  of  the 
place  where  the  flocks  were  at  pasture.  This  gave  him  great 
joy;  for  all  their  ill  usage  had  not  extinguished  his  brotherly 
affection.  Far  otherwise  was  it  with  them;  for  no  sooner  had 
they  sight  of  him,  than  one  was  for  throwing  him  into  a  pit, 
another  was  for  killing  him  outright.  Reuben,  the  eldest  of 
all,  sensible  what  a  horrid  sin  it  would  be  to  murder  their 
brother,  and  bring  such  sorrow  on  their  father's  gray  hairs, 
did  all  he  could  to  appease  them,  and  save  the  youth.  Now  he 
comes  up,  and  mildly  salutes  them;  but  before  he  could  speak, 
was  received  with  the  most  abusive  language  and  threaten- 
ings.  "You  are  the  dreamer,  are  you?  This  spark  is  to  be 
our  king!  We  will  soon  find  means  to  disappoint  you." 
Well  might  the  poor  youth  then  say,  "I  am  become  a  stran- 
ger among  my  own  brethren,  and  my  mother's  children  know 
me  not!"  He  threw  himself  on  his  knees,  begging  they  would 
spare  his  life;  but  their  rage  was  not  to  be  softened  by  a  bro- 
ther's agonies:  they  tore  off  the  showy  coat,  which  at  first  had 
been  such  an  eye-sore  to  them,  as  a  token  of  his  father's  sin- 
gular love.  Sometimes  he  looked  about  mournfully,  to  see  if 
none  pitied  him.  He  sought  comfort,  but  found  none;  for  they 
who  had  pity  on  him,  durst  not  speak  in  his  behalf:  till  at 
last  Reuben  found  out  an  expedient  for  saving  him,  at  the  same 
time  seeming  to  close  with  the  cruelty  of  the  others,  and  moved 
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for  throwing  him  into  a  pit,  in  which  there  happened  to  be  no 
v.ater,  with  an  intent  privately  to  get  him  out  again,  and  carry 
him  to  his  father.  This  somewhat  quieted  the  uproar;  and 
they  sat  down  to  eat  and  drink,  leaving  Joseph  in  the  pit,  for- 
saken, and,  in  all  appearance,  there  to  perish!  How  often  did 
the  afflicted  youth  call  to  mind  the  embraces  and  fond  expres- 
sions of  his  parents,  of  which,  and  all  human  comfort,  he  now 
saw  himself  deprived!  And  what  raised  no  small  conflict  in 
him  was,  that  God's  promises,  intimated  to  him  in  his  dreams, 
seemed  now  utterly  quashed.  You  may  imagine  how  his 
troubled  soul  cried  from  the  deep,  "O!  God,  be  nolt  far  from  me; 
for  here  is  no  helper:  fierce  bulls  have  encompassed  me:  fat 
oxen  have  surrounded  me:  they  open  their  mouths  wide  against 
me,  like  ravenous  lions:  they  have  parted  my  garments  among 
them.  Lord,  be  not  far  from  me;  make  haste  to  help  me!" 
Thus  he  continued  praying  and  wailing,  his  disconsolate  mind 
tossed  to  and  fro.  like  a  ship  without  a  rudder. 

Pilgrim.  O!  distress,  how  thou  leadest  the  soul  to  God, 
its  Creator  and  helper!  But  were  not  the  brothers,  when  they 
came  to  bethink  themselves,  sorry  for  what  they  had  done? 

Cleophas.  Some,  particularly  Reuben,  pleaded  Joseph's 
boyish  simplicity,  and  the  sorrow  his  death  would  bring  on 
their  father,  an<J  went  so  far  as  to  say,  that  after  such  a  deed, 
they  must  expect  curses  instead  of  a  blessing;  for  if  his  father 
had  been  so  offended  at  the  slaying  of  the  Shechemites,  how 
will  he  bear  this  injury  done  to  his  favorite  son?  Another, 
hotly  starting  up,  answered.  He  deserves  to  die,  if  ever  man 
did,  for  pretending  to  be  our  king:  and  should  he  once  get  the 
power  into  his  hands,  soon  shall  we  feel  the  weight  of  them: 
so,  I  am  sure,  it  is  better  he  should  die,  than  every  one  of  us. 
Another,  moved  with  the  like  envy,  cried  out.  All  the  disturb- 
ances in  the  family  are  his  doings:  if  he  knew  the  least  ill  of 
us,  immediately  it  was  carried  to  the  old  folks;  and  hence  the 
many  sour  looks  we  had  from  them:  the  best  way  is  at  once 
to  make  way  with  him,  and  thus  convince  him  of  the  vanity 
of  his  dreams,  which  puffed  the  young  gentleman  up  so;  espe- 
cially as  our  father  himself  was  brought  to  believe  there  might 
be  something  in  them. 

Pilgrim.  What  course  did  Reuben  take,  seeing  the  cur- 
rent so  strong  against  him? 

Cleophas.  He  stole  away,  with  a  design  privately  to  help 
Joseph  out  of  the  pit,  and  send  him  home;  but  herein  he  was 
disappointed. 
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Pilgrim.     That  was  a  pity!  I  long  to  hear  the  result. 

Cleoplias.  O!  son,  the  ways  of  God  surpass  our  compre- 
hension! Whilst  they  were  deliberating  on  their  brother's 
death,  Judah,  one  of  them,  looking  up,  saw  some  merchants 
on  their  way  to  Egypt;  on  which  he  strongly  represented  to 
them,  how  much  better  it  would  be  to  sell  their  brother  for  a 
slave,  to  be  carried  to  a  distant  country,  than  imbrue  theic 
hands  in  his  blood;  and  that  it  would  equally  frustrate  his 
dreams,  as  he  would  be  heard  of  no  more.  The  motion  was 
approved  of,  and  all  went  to  get  Joseph  out  of  the  pit. 
At  sight  of  his  brothers,  the  poor  youth  trembled  and  cried, 
concluding  they  came  to  make  an  end  of  him.  He  was  now 
driven  towards  the  merchants — but  how  ditierent  his  appear- 
ance from  what  it  used  to  be,  when  with  his  fond  parents ! 
his  eyes  swollen  with  tears,  his  visage  aghast,  his  apparel  all 
soiled  and  torn!  In  this  condition,  Judah  sold  him  to  the  mer- 
chants for  twenty — 

Pilgrim.  Father,  your  tears  return  upon  you !  compose 
yourself. 

Cleophas.  O!  it  brings  to  my  mind  another  Judas,  a  vile 
wretch,  who  treacherously  sold  a  person,  such  a  person!  but 
his  history  does  not  come  in  here. 

Pilgrim.     Proceed,  then,  I  entreat  you. 

Cleophas.  This  tractable  }''outh,  1  say,  worth  all  the  rest 
put  together,  was  sold  for  twenty  pieces  of  silver,  and  carried 
away,  not  without  many  a  melancholy  look  towards  his  bretli- 
ren,  and  the  part  of  the  country  where  his  father  lived. 

Pilgrim.  But  how  fared  it  wdth  Reuben,  who  had  with- 
drawn? 

Cleophas.  This  good  brother,  going  to  the  pit,  and  not 
finding  Joseph,  full  of  concern,  runs  to  his  brothers:  "What 
is  become  of  Joseph?  he  is  not  in  the  pit!  Whither  shall  I 
betake  myself?  how  can  I  look  my  father  in  the  face?  what 
can  1  answer,  when  he  shall  call  me  to  an  account  about  the 
boy?  I  already  see  the  tears  streaming  down  his  fiu'rowed 
cheeks;  his  face,  his  gestures,  speak  the  deadly  anguish  of  his 
heart.  How  cheerfully  should  I  have  returned  home,  with 
Joseph  safe — now  home  is  no  place  for  me!  The  very  trees, 
and  herbs,  and  beasts,  are  all  against  me;  and  reproach  my 
breach  of  trust.  I  know  not  which  way  to  turn  myself.  O! 
day  of  wo!"  His  brothers  now  became  affected,  and  their 
consciences  smote  them  for  their  inhumanity!  They  stretched 
their  necks,  looking  towards  Egypt;  but  Joseph  was  now 
7* 
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irrecoverable.  All  that  remained,  was  some  device  for  con- 
cealing this  foul- deed  from  their  father,  who  now  began  to 
expect  his  dear  Joseph,  with  news  of  all  beiag  well  with  his 
brothers. 

Pilgrim.  How  the  poor  aged  parents  must  have  looked, 
at  missing  their  dear  child!  What  did  they  contrive,  to 
appease  him? 

Cleophas.  They  killed  a  goat,  and  tearing  Joseph's  coat, 
they  dipped  some  parts  of  it  in  the  blood;  and,  not  thinking  it 
advisable  to  return  home  so  suddenly,  they  sent  the  bloody 
coat  to  their  father,  with  this  message — "See  whether  this  be 
thy  son's  coat:  we  found  it  in  this  condition!" 

Pilgrim.  Such  fallacy^  to  impose  on  a  father!  And  how 
did  it  succeed? 

CJeophas.  O!  there  is  no  expressing  the  father's  grief  at 
the  sad  tale!  He  rent  his  clothes,  and  put  on  sackcloth. 
Alas!  cried  he,  it  is  my  son's  coat!  Some  wild  beast  has  torn 
my  dear  Joseph  to  pieces,  and  devoured  him!  And  when  his 
children  would  suggest  any  thing  to  abate  these  violent  emo- 
tions, instead  of  lending  an  ear  to  them,  he  would  cry  out  with 
greater  vehemence,  "Alas!  the  comfort  of  my  age  is  no  morel 
My  grey  hairs  will  go  with  sorrow  to  the  grave!  This  is  a 
misfortune  which  I  cannot  survive!" 

Pilgrim.  How  did  Jacob's  sons,  the  authors  of  the 
calamity,  behave? 

Cleophas.  They  found  that  they  had  deceived  themselves. 
Instead  of  the  quiet  they  promised  themselves,  their  con- 
sciences were  incessant  tortures  to  them.  They  every  day 
saw  and  heard  their  old  father's  lamentations  for  the  untimely 
death  of  his  favorite  son.  Then  the  dread  that  their  crime 
would  come  to  light!  That  evil  beast,  envy,  devoured  their 
entrails;  and  remorse  was  preying  on  them  without  respite, 
and  more  furiously  than  the  beast  which,  they  pretended,  had 
devoured  Joseph.  Then  some  afflictions,  which  befel  them, 
bore  the  manifest  marks  of  God's  punishing  vengeance,  and 
that  his  scourge  was  over  them.  Judah,  who  sold  him,  lost 
his  two  sons,  who,  besides,  were  both  very  wicked;  and  God 
gave  him  to  see  his  error,,  in  condemning  to  death  the  widow 
of  one  of  his  sons,  for  a  deed,  of  which  he  was  himself  guilty. 
Others  never  knew  a  moment's  quiet;  for  fear  their  guilt,  con- 
cealed by  such  a  train  of  lying  and  dissimulation,  should 
transpire.  O!  how  their  consciences  wrung  them,  at  seeing 
their  aged  father's  distress!     They  now  would  have  given 
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the  world  that  Joseph  had  been  brought  safe  home.  But 
their  repentance  was  too  late.  Sorrow  and  the  pangs  of 
guilt  haunted  them  continually. 

Pilgrim.  Such  are  the  wages  of  sin.  But  was  Joseph 
heard  of  no  more? 

Cleophas.  The  merchants  exposed  him,  with  their  other 
goods,  to  sale  at  Memphis,  the  capital  of  Egypt;  and  Potiphar, 
a  great  officer  at  court,  taken  with  the  youth's  appearance 
and  behavior,  bought  him,  and  treated  him  with  exceeding 
kindness.  At  length  more  and  more  convinced  of  his  fidelity, 
he  committed  every  thing  to  his  care,  and  made  him  his 
chief  officer,  so  that  now  Joseph  lived  in  a  splendor  unknown 
in  his  father's  house.  He  had  his  own  particular  table  and 
equipage,  he  kept  the  best  of  company,  and  was  esteemed 
and  caressed  by  every  body;  circumstances  not  a  little  pleas- 
ing to  nature,  and  of  a  tendency  to  make  him  forget  his 
home.  He  was  now  in  a  state  beyond  the  reach  of  his 
malicious  brethren. 

Pilgrim.  This  has  much  the  appearance  of  a  fulfillment 
of  his  dreams. 

Cleophas.  No,  no;  he  had  other  trials  to  pass  through. 
God,  indeed,  designed  to  exalt  him;  but  it  was  through  many 
sufferings.  The  particulars,  indeed,  are  surprising:  but  they 
may  be  thought  tedious,  as  they  do  not  concern  you. 

Pilgrim.  As  for  me,  nothing  would  be  more  agreeable 
than  to  hear  the  issue  of  these  adventures. 

Cleophas.  In  the  height  of  this  sunshine  a  storm  arose, 
which  seemed  to  threaten  Joseph  with  utter  ruin.  Potiphar's 
spouse  unhappily  became  enamored  of  him;  and  such  was 
her  impatience,  as  all  earthly  passions  are  productive  of  disqui- 
etude, that  she  could  not  forbear  plainly  signifying  it  to  him. 
But  the  young  man,  being  of  a  very  opposite  disposition, 
stood  full  of  amazement  and  concern.  The  fear  of  God,  and 
fidelity  to  his  master,  determined  him  against  her  desire;  yet 
to  have  treated  her  abruptly,  or  exposed  her,  was  not  alto- 
gether advisable.  He  discreetly  bore  with  her  intimations 
for  some  time;  till  once,  lost  to  all  sense  of  modesty,  she 
flatly  said,  "  Lie  with  me."  He  then  took  upon  him  to  ad-, 
vise  her  against  such  an  ill-placed  passion,  and  remonstrated 
what  a  horrid  requital  it  would  be  for  all  his  lord's  goodness 
to  him,  beside  sinning  also  against  God.  But  this  was 
throwing  oil  into  the  fire;  for  beauty  and  virtue  joined  are 
powerful  attractives,  and  her  love  now  became  more  and  more 
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violent.  She  was  continually  urging  him,  and  strove  to  work 
on  him  by  promises  of  greater  wealth  and  preferment.  He 
was  like  one  taken  up  to  the  top  of  a  iTioiintain,  with  all  the 
delights  and  glories  of  the  world  before  his  eyes,  in  order  to 
seduce  him  from  virtue,  as  I  remember  of  one  who  lies  very 
near  my  heart. 

Pilgrim.  Father,  such  deep  thoughts  affect  you  too  much. 
Forbear  weeping,  and  proceed  in  your  astonishing  narrative. 

Cleophas.  I  will.  Joseph  perceiving  matters  to  grow 
worse,  shunned  her  as  much  as  he  could;  which  both  irritated 
her,  and  inflamed  her  passion.  At  last  she  determined  to 
risk  all;  and  watching  a  time  when  nobody  was  near,  and 
Joseph  busy  about  his  accounts,  she  caught  him  by  his  clothes, 
saying,  "  Thou  shalt  absolutely  lie  with  me:  at  thy  peril  deny 
me."  But  this  was  storming  a  wall  of  brass;  and  he  was  so 
shocked  at  her  impudicity,  that,  disengaging  himself  from 
her,  he  left  his  robe  in  her  hands,  and  fled.  Immediately  her 
love  turned  to  the  hottest  resentment;  rage  flamed  in  her 
eyes;  and,  to  begin  her  revenge,  she  made  the  house  ring  with 
her  shrieks  and  screams.  All  the  servants,  men,  and  maids, 
could  not  imagine  what  could  be  the  matter,  but  came  run- 
ning to  her;  who  affected  an  extreme  disorder,  and,  with  Jo=. 
seph's  coat  in  her  hand,  inveighed  against  him  as  a  vile  He- 
brew, a  monster  of  ingratitude  and  insolence,  who  had  dared 
to  make  an  attempt  on  her  honor.  They  were  all  amazed, 
havino-  never  seen  the  least  indecency  in  all  Joseph's  deport- 
ment; however,  he  was  soon  seized.  On  Potiphar's  return 
to  his  house,  this  fallen  woman,  all  in  tears,  and  sobbing  and 
sighing,  accused  Joseph  as  above,  and  in  confirmation  of  Jier 
tale,  pointed  to  his  coat.  This  nobleman  was  scarcely  himself 
for  concern  no  less  than  anger.  He  reproached  Joseph  in  the 
most  severe,  yet  the  most  affecting  terms;  and  though  the 
supposed  affront  prompted  him  to  be  his  own  avenger,  yet 
the  consideration  how  his  affairs  had  prospered  under  Joseph's 
management,  together  with  his  faithful,  discreet,  and  courte- 
ous behavior  in  every  respect,  made  him  content  himself 
with  confining  him  in  the  king's  prison. 

Pilgrim.  It  is  strange,  how  lying  can  put  on  such  specious, 
airs;  what  a  change  of  fortune  was  here!  1  suppose  it  occa- 
sioned a  general  astonishment. 

Cleophas.  The  news,  you  must  think,  soon  spread,  and 
nothing  else  was  talked  of;  some  shook  their  heads,  crying^ 
«*  now  thou  hypocritical  villain,  thou  art  rewarded  for  thy 
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insolence;"  others,  "see  how  he  looks;  he  has  helped  others 
out  of  difficulties,  now  let  us  see  what  he  can  do  for  himself; 
or  let  him  call  on  that  God  he  talked  so  much  of,  to  open  the 
prison  doors;"  some  again,  knowing  how  fantastical  and  un- 
governable women  are  in  their  passions,  privately  pitied  the 
young  man,  but  durst  not  speak  their  minds. 

Pllg?'i?n,     But  how  did  Joseph  behave? 

Cleophas.  He  sought  support  from  Heaven.  "  Lord," 
cried  he,  "  in  thee  is  my  trust,  deliver  me  from  my  persecu- 
tors; take  my  cause  in  hand;  save  my  life  from  the  devices 
of  the  wicked,  and  cause  my  innocence  to  appear."  Accord- 
ingly, God,  in  whom  he  trusted,  did  not  forsake  him;  he 
showed  him  how  he  ruleth  the  hearts  of  men,  giving  him 
favor  in  the  sight  of  the  keeper  of  the  prison,  who  caused  his 
fetters  to  be  taken  off,  and  intrusted  him  \^ith  the  care  of  all 
the  prisoners. 

Pilg?'im.  Did  he  continue  long  under  this  unjust  confine- 
ment? 

Cleophas.  Who  knows  whether  he  ever  would  have  re- 
covered his  liberty,  had  it  not  been  for  a  singular  occurrence, 
directed,  certainly,  by  the  finger  of  God.  The  king's  chief 
butler  and  baker  were,  for  some  misdemeanor,  brought  to 
the  prison,  of  which  Joseph  now  had  the  superintendence. 
Each  happened  to  have  a  dream  which  much  troubled  them, 
and  the  more,  as  no  interpreter  was  to  be  had.  Joseph's 
compassionate  temper  led  him  to  ask  why  they  looked  so  sor- 
rowful. The  butler  related  to  him  his  dream;  that  he  thought 
he  saw  three  vines,  with  ripe  grapes,  and  that  he  squeezed 
them  into  Pharaoh's  cup.  On  which  Joseph,  according  to 
the  wisdom  given  him  by  God,  answered,  "  Within  three 
days  you  will  be  restored  to  your  office.  Then,  I  pray,  men- 
tion me  to  the  king,  that  I  may  be  released."  This  encou- 
raged the  baker  also  to  relate  his  dream,  which  was,  tliathe 
had  three  white  baskets  on  his  head  with  all  manner  of  baked 
meats,  and  the  birds  flew  to  them  and  ate  them.  "  I  am 
sorry  for  thy  fate,"  said  Joseph,  "  but  within  three  da3^s  thou 
wilt  be  hanged,  and  the  birds  will  prey  on  thy  flesh;"  all 
which  came  to  pass. 

Pilgrim.  To  be  known  to  the  great  proves  often  very 
advantageous;  for  1  conclude  that,  by  the  butler's  recom- 
mendation, Joseph  soon  came  to  breathe  the  free  air. 

Cleophas.  Not  at  all.  Do  not  you  know  that  there  is  no 
trust  in  man,  especially  those  in  high  life.     That  courtier 


82  DIALOGUE    BETWEEI* 

was  too  much  taken  up  with  the  enjoyments  to  which  he  had 
been  restored,  to  bestow  a  thought  on  wretches  in  prison; 
but  God,  who  worketh  all  things  according  to  his  will  and 
pleasure,  heard  his  supplications,  and  brought  about  his  de- 
liverance. 

Pilgi'im.     That  gives  me  pleasure. 

Cleopkas.  At  a  time  when  the  court  minded  nothing 
but  feasts  and  sports,  when^Joseph  had  been  two  years  in  ex- 
pectation of  hearing  from  the  butler,  to  whom  he  had  prophe- 
sied so  auspiciously,  and  thirteen  years  after  the  inhuman 
sale  of  him,  and  when  he  himself  apprehended  death,  or  per- 
petual imprisonment,  Pharaoh  became  much  troubled,  by 
reason  of  two  strange  dreams  in  one  night;  and  among  all 
the  magicians  and  soothsayers  of  Egypt,  not  one  could  offer 
any  interpretation.  Now  was  the  coiu't  full  of  melancholy;, 
no  feasting  nor  music;  and  the  public  shared  in  the  trouble 
of  their  sovereign.  Now  the  butler,  thinking  it  would  be  for 
his  own  interest,  mentioned  Joseph  to  the  king,  informing 
him  of  the  interpretation  of  his  dream  when  in  prison.  Im- 
mediately Joseph,  being  taken  out  of  prison,  and  decently 
clothed,  was  brought  to  the  king,  who,  after  a  few  questions, 
said,  "  1  dreamed  that  there  came  up  out  of  the  river,  seven 
fat  kine,  and  soon  after,  seven  lean  kine,  which  ate  up  all 
the  fat.  The  second  dream  was  of  seven  full  and  sightly 
ears  of  corn,  which  in  like  manner  were  devoured  by  seven 
thin  and  withered."  Hereupon  Joseph,  ascribing  the  honor 
of  his  knowledge  to  God,  said,  that  the  second  dream  was 
only  a  confirmation  of  the  first,  which  signified,  that  there 
should  be  seven  years  of  an  extraordinary  abundance  of  all 
things,  but  succeeded  by  seven  barren  years,  when  the  famine 
should  be  such  as  to  consume  all  the  plenty  of  the  former; 
wherefore  it  was  advisable  to  appoint  some  prudent  man 
to  lay  up  corn  during  the  seven  plentiful  years,  that  in  the 
barren  years  the  people  might  not  perish  for  want  of  suste- 
nance. 

The  king  and  his  council  were  greatly  amazed  at  such 
knowledge  and  wisdom,  in  one  scarcely  arrived  at  manhood; 
and,  on  deliberation,  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  no 
person  more  proper  for  the  above  important  charge  could  be 
found  than  Joseph.  Then  the  king,  taking  oflThis  ring,  put 
it  on  Joseph's  hand,  with  a  golden  chain  about  his  neck,  and 
caused  him  to  be  richly  attired  and  to  ride  in  a  chariot;  pro- 
clamation being  made  before  him,  "  Bow  the  knee." 
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Pilgrim.     The  depths  of  God's  ways! 

Cleophas.  The  people  were  now  more  astonished  than  at 
his  imprisonment.  Every  one  ran  to  see  hrm.  His  enemies 
gave  themselves  over  for  lost.  The  populace  shouted.  All 
the  talk  was  about  this  exaltation  of  Zaphnath-paaneah,  (the 
name  given  him  by  Pharaoh.)  But  greater  still  was  their 
wonder,  at  seeing  the  foundations  laid  for  a  vast  number  of 
very  large  granaries  for  laying  up  the  surplus  of  grain.  The 
oldest  men  could  not  conceive  that  the  river  Nile,  to  which 
Egypt  owes  its  fertility,  would  seven  years  successively  water 
the  country  in  such  a  proper  degree;  or  that  the  heat  of  the 
sun,  when  the  waters  were  gone  off,  could  produce  such  an 
exuberant  affluence.  This  produced  an  universal  joy.  The 
thoughtless  commonalty  indulged  themselves  in  excesses; 
the  farmers  made  themselves  sure  of  gettijQg  estates;  and  the 
laboring  people  had  their  bread  cheap.  There  was  no  such 
thing  as  poverty  to  be  seen;  the  stately  kine,  feeding  in  the 
luxuriant  pastures,  resembled  those  of  Pharaoh's  dream;  and 
the  whole  country  made  a  most  delightful  appearance. 

Pilgrim.  As  the  first  part  of  Pharaoh's  dream  was  thus 
fulfilled,  I  apprehend  the  woful  part  followed. 

Cleophas.  In  the  first  barren  year  the  inundation  of  the 
Nile  was  inconsiderable,  and  followed  by  an  excessive  heat, 
which  burned  up  every  thing.  The  poor  beasts  stood  lowing 
in  the  fields,  wanting  both  herbage  and  water,  the  ground  was 
every  v.'here  cracked,  the  plough  stood  still,  the  reapers  and 
mowers  wanted  employment:  but  there  being  yet  plenty  of 
corn  in  the  granaries,  this  reverse  made  but  little  impression. 
But  the  second  year  was  more  sensibly  felt.  Every  place 
showed  dejected  mothers,  and  children  crying  for  hunger. 
It  was,  indeed,  lamentable  to  hear  the  ejaculations  and  be- 
wailings.  O!  how  earnestly  they  looked  towards  the  south, 
for  any  little  cloud  presaging  rain;  or  whether  the  Nile  did 
not  begin  to  swell  a  little;  for  now  it  was  become  so  shallow, 
as  scarcely  to  cover  the  crocodiles,  or  large  fishes.  Then, 
like  a  prudent  steward,  Joseph  opened  the  stores,  aud  sold 
the  corn  at  an  equitable  rate,  at  the  same  time  acquiring 
immense  riches  to  his  prince. 

Pilgrim.    Did  other  countries  labor  under  the  like  scarcity? 

Cleophas.  Yes,  and  particularly  the  land  of  Canaan, 
lying  nearly  in  the  same  climate.  There  also  the  heaven  was 
brass,  and  the  earth  was  iron;  and,  what  made  it  worse,  no 
provision  had  been  made  against  this  dreadful  time. 
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Pilgrim.  That  was  miserable  indeed!  but  was  it  not 
noised  abroad  that  there  was  corn  in  Egypt? 

Cleophas.  Yes,  yes:  Besides,  they  every  day  saw  mules 
and  asses,  laden  with  corn,  in  great  numbers  sent  for  by 
Zaphnath-paaneah,  (whose  prudence  was  every  where  cried 
up,)  to  supply  the  empty  granaries;  that,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  grievous  distress  might  be  alleviated.  But  your  question 
reminds  me  of  not  the  least  remarkable  part  of  the  story, 
which,  otherwise,  my  decaj^ed  memory  might  have  omitted; 
and  it  relates  to  the  accomplishment  of  Joseph's  prophetic 
dreams. 

Pilgrim.     Then  I  am  very  glad  1  interrupted  you. 

Cleophas.  Jacob's  family,  being  reduced  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity, he  sent  his  sons  with  asses  and  empty  sacks  into 
Egypt;  and  on  their  arrival  in  the  capital,  they  applied  to  the 
ruler  of  the  land,  that  corn  might  be  sold  to  them,  having 
brought  money  for  that  purpose. 

Pilgrim.  The  wonderful  disposhion  of  God!  And,  pray, 
what  followed? 

Cleophas.  Seeing  him  sitting  on  a  throne,  amidst  grave 
counsellors  and  military  officers,  in  splendid  habiliments, 
they  with  the  greatest  reverence  prostrated  themselves  before 
him,  and  this  w  as  the  bowing  down  of  the  sheaves  in  the 
first  dream. 

Pilgrim.  Thus  they,  unknowingly,  confirmed  the  dream, 
and  did  voluntarily,  what  they  had  stuck  at  nothing  to  pre- 
vent. O!  wisdom  divine!  how  unequal  is  man  to  thee!  And 
how  did  Joseph  behave  to  them? 

Cleophas.  He  immediately  knew  them;  but  so  far  from 
making  himself  known  to  them,  he  charged  them  with  being 
spies;  on  which,  to  clear  themselves,  they  entered  into  a  par- 
ticular account  of  their  family,  their  aged  father,  and  the 
number  of  their  brethren,  of  whom  they  said,  one  was  no 
more,  meaning  the  very  person  to  w^hom  they  were  speaking, 
little  thinking  that  their  brother  was,  as  it  were,  risen  from  the 
dead.  Besides,  the  great  difference  of  dress,  and  the  pomp 
of  his  station,  threw  no  little  disguise  on  him,  especially  mak- 
ing use  of  an  interpreter,  as  if  a  stranger  to  their  language. 

Pilgrim.  A  good  artifice  to  carry  on  the  deception:  but 
I  admire  his  generosity  in  not  rewarding  them  according  to 
their  works,  as  they  had  so  well  deserved  it. 

Cleophas.  So  far  was  he  from  any  vindictive  thoughts, 
that  it  was  witli  much  difficulty  he  refrained  from  tears,  at 
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their  distress.  He  appeared  satisfied  with  their  justification, 
and  treated  them  kindly;  and  beside  filling  their  sacks, 
ordered  their  money  also  to  be  put  in.  Though,  as  a  trial 
of  their  probity,  and  to  bring  them  to  reflect  on  their  crime, 
Simeon  was  bound  before  their  eyes,  and  so  to  remain  till 
they  brought  their  youngest  brother,  Benjamin,  before  him. 
This  touched  them  to  the  quick,  and  renewed  all  the  pangs 
of  their  remorse.  They  accused  each  other:  "This  we  have 
deserved,  for  the  treatment  of  our  brother  Joseph,  that  when 
we  saw  the  anguish  of  his  soul,  we  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  his 
entreaties."  "Did  not  1,"  said  Reuben,  "advise  you  against 
doing  any  harm  to  the  child?  But  no — nothing  could  dis- 
suade you  from  it;  and  now  his  blood  is  required  of  us." 
Now,  how  this  must  affect  Joseph,  who  understood  every  word 
of  their  altercation,  I  leave  you  to  judge. 

Pilgrim.  Very  true,  father:  and  now  Simeon,  in  his  con- 
finement, had  time  enough  to  repent  of  his  inhumanity.  But 
what  passed  in  their  return  homewards? 

Cleophas.  They  had  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  what  had 
happened:  but  there  is  no  expressing  their  amazement,  when 
opening  their  sacks,  to  feed  their  asses,  they  found  each  man 
his  money:  they  were  totally  at  a  loss  how  to  account  for  it. 
Their  father  also  was  not  a  little  concerned  at  missing  Simeon, 
and  much  more  at  hearing  that  they  must  never  see  the  ruler's 
face,  without  their  youngest  brother.  This  went  near  his 
heart:  "Joseph,"  he  said,  "is  no  more,  and  Simeon  you  left 
in  prison,  and  now  you  are  also  for  carrying  away  my 
youngest  child,  the  comfort  of  my  age!" 

Pilgrim.  Poor  man!  But  what  was  the  issue? 
^;-  Cleophas.  The  corn,  which  they  had  brought,  was  draw- 
ing near  to  an  end;  yet  Jacob  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
part  with  Benjamin.  One  would  be  bound  for  his  safety; 
another  offered  to  give  his  sons  as  pledges.  But  at  length 
yielding  to  the  joint  request  of  all  the  family,  and  the  severe 
exigency,  he  committed  Benjamin  to  the  care  of  his  brothers, 
who  immediately  set  out,  carrying  with  them  some  presents 
for  tlie  ruler. 

Pilgrim.  Thus  the  strongest  purposes  of  man  gave  way 
to  necessity. 

Cleophas.     They  made  their  second  appearance  before 

Joseph,  who  received  them  very  courteously;   but  he  had 

chiefly  eyed  Benjamin.     They   lay    before    him    prostrate 

again,  confirming  the  truth  of  the  dream.     But  what  threw 
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them  into  amaze  was,  their  being  invited  to  dine  with  Joseph, 
and  placed  at  table,  according  to  their  age,  and  the  distinction 
paid  to  Benjamin.  However,  the  day  following,  they  found 
themselves  in  greater  perplexity  than  ever.  Joseph  'had  or- 
dered their  sacks  to  be  filled;  and  besides  their  money,  his 
cup  was  put  into  Benjamin's  sack,  as  a  pretence  for  detaining 
him.  They  went  their  way  very  cheerfully,  concluding  that 
they  should  carry  Benjamin  home  safe  and  sound,  and  all 
would  be  well:  but  whilst  they  were  talking  of  the  ruler's 
great  affability,  and  how  well  they  seemed  to  stand  with  him, 
a  party  of  horsemen  came  up,  their  leader  calling  out,  "Stop! 
one  of  you  has  played  the  thief,  and  carried  away  my  master's 
cup.  Is  this  your  requital  of  hi's  kindness?"  All  perempto- 
rily denied  it,  saying,  "We  scorn  any  such  thing;  and  if  the 
cup  be,  found  on  any  of  us,  be  death  his  portion,  and  we  will 
be  your  lord's  slaves."  On  this  the  sacks  were  searched,  and 
the  cup  found  in  Benjamin's.  Now  they  wept,  and  rent  their 
clothes,  crying  out,  "What  will  become  of  us?"  When 
brought  before  Joseph,  he  upbraided  them  with  ingratitude 
and  dishonesty,  and  insisted  on  keeping  Benjamin  as  his  slave. 
They  stood  pale  and  motionless  with  consternation,  till  Judah 
related  their  father's  affliction;  and  that,  if  they  returned  with- 
out Benjamin,  it  would  certainly  bring  down  his  grey  hairs 
with  sorrow  to  the  grave — at  the  same  time  offering  to  be  a 
slave  in  Benjamin's  stead.  This  was  seconded  by  tears  and 
cries  from  all  the  others. 

Pilgrim.  But  hov/  could  Joseph's  tender  heart  bear  so 
affecting  a  spectacle? 

Cleophas.  Hitherto  he  had  kept  them  on  the  rack;  but 
could  now  no  longer  withhold;  and,  with  a  flood  of  joyous 
tears,  cried  out,  "I  am  Joseph,  your  brother;  is  my  dear  father 
still  living?"  Terrov  now  succeeded  confusion  and  amaze- 
ment: and,  with  the  most  benign  air,  he  said,  "  Come,  draw 
near — I  am  your  brother  Joseph,  who  was  sold  to  merchants 
coming  into  this  country."  Then  rejoiced  they,  as  if  he  had 
risen  from  the  dead.  And  Joseph,  to  remove  any  remains 
of  fear,  embraced  and  kissed  them,  telling  them  to  be  of  good 
cheer;  that  he  absolutely  forgot  all  that  had  passed;  and  that 
he  would  send  them  to  their  father,  with  all  kinds  of  neces- 
saries  for  bringing  the  whole  family  into  Egypt;  adding,  that 
God  had  sent  him  into  Egypt  for  this  very  purpose,  that  he 
might  be  the  happy  instrument  of  preserving  them  in  this 
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time  of  distress.     Accordingly  he  sent  them    away,   with 
wagons,  servants,  and  provision. 

Pilgrim.  This  is,  truly,  a  most  affecting  and  edifying 
history.  How  was  it,  in  the  mean  time,  with  the  father,  who 
had  been  leil  alone  in  such  anxiety] 

Cleophas.  On  hearing  the  surprising  news,  he  would  not 
believe  it;  for  his  son's  death  was  so  rooted  in  his  mind,  that 
to  talk  of  his  being  alive,  seemed  to  him  frenzy,  or  a  contriv- 
ance to  cover  some  fraudulent  design.  But  when  he  saw  the 
wagons  and  attendants,  he  cried  out,  in  an  ecstacy,  "If  Joseph, 
my  son,  be  yet  alive,  that  is  enough  for  me!  I  will  hasten 
and  see  him  before  I  die."  Immediately  the  whole  family, 
his  sons,  their  wives  and  children,  with  servants,, to  the  num- 
ber of  seventy  souls,  beside  their  cattle  and  goods,  set  out 
for  Egypt.  And  Joseph,  not  less  desirous  of  seeing  his  father, 
went  in  his  chariot,  attended  by  a  great  number  of  courtiers 
and  pages,  to  meet  him.  There  is  no  need  of  particularizing 
the  reciprocal  demonstrations  of  joy  at  their  meeting:  And 
the  land  of  Goshen,  one  of  the  best  parts  of  Egypt,  was 
assigned  to  Jacob  and  his  sons.  The  good  patriarch  was 
introduced  to  Pharaoh,  who  kindly  asked  him  about  his  age, 
manner  of  life,  and  other  particulars.  After  this  audience, 
he,  with  great  satisfaction,  retired  to  his  settlement,  where 
he  lived  seventeen  years  longer,  often  ruminating  on  the 
past  occurrences,  and  praising  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy, 
and  wonderful  in  his  ways:  and,  as  the  last  token  of  his 
paternal  affection,  he,  on  his  death-bed,  blessed  them  all,  be- 
ginning with  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  to  the  last  of  his  sons, 
particularly  Judah,  with  this  glorious  prophecy,  "That  he 
should  sway  the  sceptre  over  his  brethren,  till  the  promised 
seed,  or  the  Messiah,  came."  Thus  it  was  that  the  children 
of  Israel  came  into  Egypt,  as  had  been  prophesied. 

Pilgrim,  This  is  a  delightful  story  indeed!  But  I  cannot 
help  being  much  affected  with  the  thoughts  of  Egypt's  distress, 
during  the  five  barren  years,  as  certainly  it  must  have  been 
extremely  deplorable. 

Cleophas.  O!  no  tongue  can  express  it!  Every  part  of 
that  extensive  country  rung  with  lamentations,  and  scarcely 
any  thing  but  dismal  objects  were  to  be  seen.  The  genial 
sun,  which  gladdens  all  creatures,  was  to  them  a  grievance. 
The  glittering  stars,  which  are  such  an  ornament  to  the  sky, 
seemed,  in  their  brightness,  to  fight  against  them.  Dark 
clouds  and  showers,  even  storms  and  tempests,  would  have 
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been  more  agreeable.  Rain,  at  any  rate,  they  wished  for; 
but  year  came  after  year,  without  the  least  token  of  change. 
All  the  private  stores  being  consumed,  the  people  first  brought 
money  to  Joseph's  granaries  for  corn;  then  sold  their  herds 
and  lands;  and  all  trades  were  at  a  stand.  And  thus,  the 
distress  increasing,  great  numbers  sold  their  child renj  one 
after  another:  and  what  heart-rending,  what  crying,  what 
agonies,  this  must  have  occasioned,  may  well  be  imagined! 
The  priests  of  Isis,  and  of  all  the  other  imaginary  deities  of 
Egypt,  offered  solemn  sacrifices,  and  left  none  of  their  innume- 
rable superstitions  untried,  for  a  favorable  change  of  weather. 
But  1  leave  you  to  judge  of  the  effects  of  supplications  to  stocks 
and  stones. 

Pilgrim,  But  afier  selling  every  thing,  even  to  their  child- 
ren, which,  to  be  sure,  was  a  heart-rending  distress,  what 
iarther  resource  had  they,  by  which  to  live? 

Cleophas*  Joseph,  in  his  goodness,  received  them  as  the 
king's  slaves,  and  maintained  them  during  the  dearth. 

Pilgrim.  The  rich,  then,  were  not  reduced  to  such  ex- 
tremities as  the  poor. 

Cleophas.  At  first  they  seemed  to  fare  better;  but  gradu- 
ally both  came  to  be  on  a  level;  for,  their  money  being  gone, 
they  sold  their  family  estates,  which  nothing  but  famine  could 
have  prevailed  on  them  to  have  done.  They  crawled  about 
the  streets,  pale  and  emaciated,  with  hollow  eyes  and  sunken 
cheeks:  Some,  in  a  morning,  were  found  dead  in  their  beds; 
others,  in  by-places  and  corners.  There  is  no  expressing  the 
dismal  lamentations  all  over  the  whole  country!  At  length, 
no  means  of  support  being  lell,  and  the  granaries  too  well 
guarded,  to  be  attempted  by  open  forces,  they  flocked  to  the 
Fuler,  begged  on  their  knees,  and  with  folded  hands — "O!  save 
us!  give  us  bread,  and  we  will  be  Pharaoh's  slaves,  and  serve 
him;  only  preserve  our  lives."  Thus  Joseph  purchased  all 
Egypt,  and  the  inhabitants,  as  the  property  of  his  sovereign, 
who  had  raised  him  to  that  high  station. 

Pilgrim.     These  are  wonderful  things  indeed! 

Cleophas.  And  no  less  wonderful  would  you  hear,  were  I 
to  relate  all  the  circumstances,  and  other  events,  which  came 
to  pass  about  that  time;  and  to  give  you  an  account  of  that 
holy  man  Job,  in  Idumea;  king  Altades,  in  Assyria;  the  giant 
Lestrigo,  in  Italy;  Hispalus,  the  king  of  the  Celtiberians; 
Apollo,  the  inventor  of  physic;  also  of  the  building  of  several 
famous  cities,  as  Memphis,  Messina,  Sparta,  Rhodes,  and 
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Others.     But  I  must  keep  to  my  subject,  lest,  spending  myself 
too  much,  1  should  not  be  able  to  go  through  with  it. 

Pilgrim.  True— neither  will  1  trouble  you  so  much;  only 
as  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  relate  the  going  down  of  the 
children  of  Israel  into  Egypt,  I  would  fain  know  the  occasion 
and  manner  of  their  leaving  it. 

Cleophas.  Why,  this  was  not  till  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  after,  in  which  time  they  suffered  a  great  deal  from  the 
injustice  and  oppression  of  the  Egyptians;  for  Joseph  dying 
within  fifty-six  years,  in  the  hundred  and  tenth  year  of  his 
age,  soon  after,  a  king  ascended  the  throne  of  Egypt,  who, 
seeing  the  vast  increase  of  the  Israelites,  and  that  they  mani- 
festly surpassed  the  Egyptians  in  economy  and  industry  of  all 
kinds,  apprehended  that,  in  case  of  a  war,  they  would  side 
with  the  enemy,  and  take  that  opportunity  of  quitting  the 
land.  His  counsellors  applauding  their  monarch's  forecast, 
he  made  slaves  of  the  Israelites;  and,  forgetting  the  vast 
benefits  which  had  accrued  to  the  kingdom  under  Joseph's 
administration,  put  them  to  the  most  toilsome  and  sordid 
labors,  particularly  making  of  bricks,  for  building  strong- 
fenced  cities  for  the  king,  and  this  under  taskmasters,  w^ho 
had  orders  to  treat  them  with  the  utmost  rigor;  the  sweat 
running  down  from  every  part  of  their  bodies,  the  sun  dart- 
ing its  beams  on  their  heads,  the  parched  earth  burning  their 
feet,  and  the  overseers  often  scourging  them  out  of  mere 
vvantonness.  I  leave  you  to  think  what  sobbing  and  groan- 
ing there  must  have  been. 

Pilgrim.  I  dare  say,  they  frequently  thought  on  the 
liberty  which  their  fathers  enjoyed,  in  the  golden  days  of 
Joseph's  time,  when  they  lived  in  comfortable  dwellings, 
amidst  the  rich  pastures,  fields,  and  gardens — and  the  natives 
envied  their  prosperity.' 

Cleophas.  There  was  no  exemption — neither  young  nor 
old,  weak  nor  strong,  noble  nor  mean.  No  regard  was  had 
to  birth,  ingenuity,  learning,  or  virtue.  They  were  all  indis- 
criminately used  as  beasts,  born  for  labor. 

Pilgrim.  A  sad  reverse  indeed!  It  much  affects  me. 
Cleophas.  The  Egyptian  tyrant  perceiving  that,  under 
all  these  distresses,  their  numbers  still  increased;  and  being 
made  acquainted  with  a  prediction,  that  a  Hebrew  would 
soon  be  born,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  kingdom,  he  order- 
ed, as  an  effectual  expedient  in  diminishing  their  numbers, 
and  defeating  the  prediction,  that  all  the  male  children  of  the 
8* 
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Hebrews  should  be  put  to  death;  and  all  the  Hebrew  mid- 
wives,  being  summoned,  were  charged  to  put  the  same  in 
execution  at  the  time  of  delivery. 

Pilgrim.  Such  barbarity  1  never  heard  of! 
Cleophas.  There  was  vvoful  lamentation  among  the  wo- 
men. Conception,  which  before  they  accounted  a  blessing, 
was  now  dreaded;  and  instead  of  the  birth,  especially  of  a 
male  child,  alleviating  the  pains  of  labor,  now  it  was  heart- 
piercing  tidings  to  hear  that  the  infant  was  a  male.  There 
was  nothing  but  weeping  and  wailing  among  the  Hebrew 
wives;  and  some  could  not  refrain  from  imprecations  against 
the  king  and  his  ministers. 

Pilgrim,  [t  seems  strange  that  God  should  bear  with  such 
ill  treatment  of  his  people. 

Cleophas.  Never  take  it  upon  you  to  censure  the  ways  of 
Heaven.  There  are,  perhaps,  two  reasons  why  God  some- 
times suffers  his  people  to  be  under  the  lash  of  tyrants;  First, 
for  the  trial  of  their  zeal  and  fidelity;  secondly,  to  catch  the 
tyrants  in  their  own  supposed  prudence,  and  to  prove  that 
they  cannot  go  beyond  the  bounds  he  hath  set  them.  Ac- 
cordingly, this  Pharaoh,  (for  so  were  styled  all  the  ancient 
kings  of  Egypt,)  fell  a  victim  to  his  persecuting  schemes,  the 
divine  Providence  being  too  strong  for  all  his  devices,  although 
backed  by  absolute  power.  -  - 

Pilgrim.     How  was  that  brought  to  pass? 
Cleophas.     God  influenced  the  hearts  of  the  midwives,  and 
they  eluded  the  royal  mandate,  and  ordered  things  so,  that 
Amenophis,  (the  tyrant's  proper  name,)  himself  brought  up 
the  very  person  whom  he  chiefly  intended  to  destroy. 

Pilgrim.  Wonderful !  Happy  are  they,  who  are  under 
the  divine  care  1 

Cleophas.  A  Hebrew  woman,  of  the  house  of  Levi,  had 
found  means  to  conceal  her  child  three  months;  when,  fearing 
for  his  safety,  she  put  him  in  an  ark  of  bulrushes,  done  over 
with  pitch,  and  laid  it  among  the  flags  at  the  river's  brink,  the 
child's  sister  standing  at  a  distance  to  see  the  issue.  The 
king's  daughter,  coming  to  wash  herself,  and  seeing  the  ark 
floating,  ordered  one  of  her  attendants  to  bring  it  to  her.  The 
child  being  very  beautiful,  she  took  it  home,  and  calling  him 
Moses,  from  his  being  taken  out  of  the  water,  brought  him  up 
as  her  own  son.  Thus  he  became  versed  in  all  the  sciences 
then  known  in  Egypt,  beside  some  secrets,  or  mysteries," 
received  by  divine  inspiration.     And  this  proved  the  very 
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man  who  headed  the  IsraeUtes  in  their  departure  out  of  Egypt, 
when  a  sad  disaster  befel  both  king  and  people;  and  this,  even 
in  his  tender  years,  was  intimated  by  an  odd  presage — for, 
sitting  one  day  on  Pharaoh's  knee,  and  the  king,  to  please 
his  daughter,  putting  his  crown  on  Moses'  head,  he  threw  it 
on  the  floor,  and,  sliding  down,  trod  on  it  several  times. 
Though  this  did  not  pass  without  animadversion,  yet,  the 
daughter  excusing  it  as  no  more  than  a  childish  freak,  Moses 
was  continued  at  court;  which,  according  to  the  prediction, 
proved  a  heavy  stroke  to  the  nation,  though  not  till  many 
years  after  the  time  of  Amenophis. 

Pilgrim.  Then,  1  suppose,  that  interval  affords  some 
remarkable  incidents. 

Cleophas.  Yes,  indeed;  for  Amenophis,  after  a  reign  of 
thirty-two  years,  was  succeeded  by  Orus,  who  filled  the  throne 
thirty-eight  years.  In  his  time,  Moses,  growing  up  to  man- 
hood, became  universally  esteemed  for  his  literature,  and  good 
behavior.  Being  in  his  fortieth  year,  he  was  extremely 
affected  with  the  sufferings  of  his  brethren,  and  felt  an  ardent 
resolution  to  deliver  them.  Accordingly,  foregoing  the  title 
of  an  Egyptian  prince,  entertainments,  equipages,  magnificent 
attire,  and  all  the  other  glories  and  pleasures  of  a  court,  he, 
with  a  heroism  equal,  or  rather  superior,  to  those  feats  im- 
mortalized by  statues  among  the  idolatrous  nations,  withdrew, 
and  shared  in  the  contuifiely  and  hardships  of  his  kindred. 
According  to  the  ideas  of  the  world,  it  was  certainly  highly 
scandalous  at  once  to  cast  aside  every  honorable  distinction, 
and  wander  about  the  country  as  a  despised  vagrant.  But 
this  he  made  light  of;  for,  with  the  realizing  eye  of  faith,  he 
looked  to  Him  who  is  invisible.  It  was  with  him  as  if  he  had 
actually  seen  Him.  But,  what  is  rather  more  wonderful, 
after  forsaking  so  much  for  his  brethren,  they  despised  him, 
and  used  him  ill,  and  would  have  informed  against  him  for 
killing  an  Egyptian,  though  in  defence  of  an  Israelite,  so  that 
he  was  obliged  to  seek  safety  in  the  wilderness,  till  he  came 
10  a  priest  in  Midian,  who  gave  him  one  of  his  daughters  in 
marriage,  for  having  defended  them  against  the  rudeness  of 
some  shepherds.  And  Moses  lived  with  his  father-in-law  as 
a  shepherd.  Instead  of  contrasting  the  meanness  and  hard- 
ships of  his  present  state  with  the  grandeur  and  enjoyment 
of  the  former,  1  shall  only  observe,  that  the  hope  and  view  of 
his  glorious  self-denial,  seemed  now  totally  vanished.  In  ap- 
pearance, the  length  of  his  solitary  exile  left  him  nothing  to 
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expect  in  this  world.  You  must  think  that,  before  the  expi- 
ration of  forty  years,  he  must  have  given  over  all  his  schemes 
of  deliverance,  and  concluded  himself  relinquished  by  his 
God,  had  he  not  intensely  looked  forward  to  things  eternal, 
a  true  image  of  the  great  Shepherd,  who  appeared  in  after 
times. 

Pilgrim,  I  admire  the  good  man's  firmness  under  such 
discouraging  circumstances.  But  what  happened  afterwards? 
Cleophas,  On  the  demise  of  Orus,  the  crown  devolved 
to  Acengeres,  who,  after  a  reign  of  twelve  years,  left  it  to 
Achorus,  who  enjoyed  it  twelve  years.  About  this  time, 
Egypt  produced  a  very  wise  man,  named  Hermes  Trisme- 
gistus.  from  whom  the  city  of  Hermopolis,  in  ihat  country, 
derives  its  name.  Among  other  sciences  in  which  he  was 
eminent,  he  predicted,  with  great  depth  and  perspicuity,  that 
the  Word  of  God  should  appear  in  a  human  form;  and,  in 
the  sequel  of  our  discourse,  we  shall  see  that  it  came  to  pass. 
O!  the  unsearchable  riches  of  th^e  wisdom  and  goodness  of 
God!  I  could  tell  you  of  Belgius,  the  king  of  the  Celts;  of 
the  building  of  Athens,  that  famous  Grecian  seminary  of 
literature;  and  many  other  things  and  persons;  but  we  will 
rather  confine  ourselves  to  such  as  are  more  immediately 
connected  with  our  subject,  and  are  of  more  interesting  in- 
struction. 

Pilgrim.  Very  right,  father;  and  I  shall  be  all  attention. 
Cleophas.  The  above-mentioned  Achorus  was  succeeded 
by  Pharaoh  Chenchres,  king  of  Egypt,  in  whose  time  a  very 
singular  inundation  happened  in  Thessaly,  in  Greece,  Deu- 
calion being  then  king  of  that  country.  But  in  the  fifteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Chenchres,  as  he  continued  to  oppress 
the  Israelites,  and  the  time  which  God  had  foretold  to  Abra- 
ham, namely,  four  hundred  and  thirty  years,  being  elapsed, 
as  Moses  was  tending  his  sheep,  God  appeared  to  him  in  a 
flame,  out  of  a  bush,  ordering  him  to  go  and  represent  to 
Pharaoh  Chenchres,  that  he  should  ease  the  Israelites  of  their 
unjust  burdens,  and  set  them  at  liberty,  that  they  might  go 
and  serve  their  God  in  the  wilderness:  but  that  Chenchres 
would  not  hear  of.  And  Moses  proving,  by  many  miracles, 
the  truth  of  his  mission,  the  king  convened  all  his  wise  men 
and  magicians:  these  also  performed  many  signs  and  wonders, 
and  opposed  Moses  and  his  brother  Aaron,  so  that  the  king 
sent  them  away  with  contempt,  and  oppressed  the  Israelites 
more  than  before;  for  now,  instead  of  being  supplied  with 
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straw,  they  were  obliged  to  go  into  the  fields  themselves 
and  gather  in  the  night,  to  have  it  ready  for  next  day's  work. 
This  pressure  set  them  murmuring  against  Moses,  and  they 
threatened  him  as  the  author  of  all  their  sufferings. 

Pilgrim.     This  was  a  hard  trial. 

Cleophas.  At  length  God  smote  Egypt  with  ten  plagues 
successively,  so  that  the  land  was  destroyed,  their  cattle  per- 
ished, their  water  corrupted:  the  tables,  ovens  and  pantries 
swarmed  with  slimy  frogs;  their  seats,  parks  and  gardens,  in 
which  they  took  so  much  pleasure,  were  involved  in  impene- 
trable darkness,  that  there  they  sat  or  were  obliged  to  feel 
their  way.  But  what  was  still  worse,  there  was  not  a  house 
without  a  corpse  or  two  in  it.  The  streets  rang  with  the 
lamentations  of  people,  crying,  "  O!  my  son,  my  only  son, 
died  last  night!  My  eldest  son  is  dead.  Last  night  I  lost 
the  only  heir  of  my  family."  And  in  the  king's  palace  there 
was  the  like  dismal  scene;  for  the  hereditary  prince  lay  at  his 
last  gasp,  and  all  the  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  court  were 
mourning  their  expiring  sons  in  their  apartments.  This  oc- 
casioned a  general  supplication,  with  the  most  affecting  out- 
cries, that  the  king  would  let  Israel  depart,  or  they  should  all 
perish  by  one  plague  or  another.  Then  the  Israelites  assem- 
bled together  from  theij  towns  and  villages,  to  the  number  of 
six  hundred  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  women  and  children, 
beside  a  multitude  of  the  commonalty,  who  were  inclined  to 
share  their  fate.  On  the  eve  of  their  departure,  they  for  the 
first  time,  by  divine  direction,  celebrated  the  eating  of  the 
Paschal  Lamb,  in  commemoration  not  only  of  their  deliver- 
ance, but  of  that  Lamb  without  blemish,  that  Lamb  of  God 
which  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  killed  within 
my  time. 

Pilgrim.  What  a  treasure  of  knowledge  you  have  stored 
up  in  your  memory! 

Cleophas.  They  departed  with  gladness  of  heart,  some 
carrying  utensils  and  furniture,  some  driving  their  cattle, 
some  leading  camels  and  asses  laden  with  necessaries  for 
their  camp;  others,  carrying  things  of  considerable  value, 
gold,  silver,  and  rich  apparel,  which  God  had  directed  them 
to  borrow  of  their  ungrateful  oppressors.  The  women  carried 
the  dough  which  remained  of  the  Paschal  Supper;  the  sud- 
denness of  their  departure  not  allowing  them  time  to  bake  it. 
They  marched  some  days  and  drew  near  to  the  Red  Sea, 
when  they  saw  a  vast  host  of  armed  men,  with  horses  and 
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chariots,  that  they  covered  all  the  hills,  eagerly  pursuing 
them,  and  at  the  head  of  them  was  the  king  himself.  At 
this  the  Israelites,  all  terrified,  cried  out,  "  O!  that  we  had 
stayed  in  Egypt!"  The  women  wrung  their  hands  and  tore 
their  hair,  and  the  men  exclaimed  against  Moses;  but  he  se- 
renely comforted  them  with  the  assurance  of  God's  help, 
who  was  already  come  down  in  a  columnar  cloud,  to  protect 
his  people  from  the  assaults  of  Pharaoh.  As  the  host  was 
now  at  the  heels  of  the  Israelites,  and  all  they  saw  before 
them  was  a  wild,  deep  sea,  they  gave  themselves  over  for  lost; 
when  God  said  to  Moses,  "  Stretch  thy  rod  over  the  sea,  and 
it  shall  divide."  Accordingly  the  waters  opened  a  passage, 
and  stood  in  a  heap  on  each  side.  Then  Moses  leading  the 
way,  all  the  people  followed  him,  and  safely  reached  the  op- 
j^osite  shore. 

Pilgrim.  Such  a  passage  I  believe,  was  never  heard  of. 
But  how  did  Chenchres  proceed? 

Cleophas.  Not  imagining  but  that  this  passage  was  also 
clear  to  him,  he  continued  his  pursuit:  but  when  they  were 
in  the  middle,  the  Lord  caused  the  waters  to  close  on  all 
sides,  that  Chenchres  and  all  his  host,  to  the  number  of  fifty 
thousand  perished:  A  signal  document,  that  all  human 
strength  and  power  are  of  no  avail  against  those  whom  the 
Most  High  protects. 

Pilgrim.     What  a  glorious  deliverance! 

Cleophas.  Now  the  Israelites  stood  on  the  land,  with  in- 
struments of  music,  praising  the  Lord,  who  had  given  them  to 
see  the  destruction  of  those  enemies,  whose  tyranny  they 
had  so  severely  felt.  Here  came  rolling  horses,  men,  har- 
nesses, bridles,  wheels,  and  chariots:  the  strand  was  covered 
with  apparel,  flags,  streamers,  bows,  arrows,  and  engines  of 
war,  with  carcasses  innumerable. 

Pilgrim.  What  terrors  and  lamentations  such  a  catas- 
trophe must  have  raised  in  Egypt! 

Cleophas.  Not  only  in  Egypt,  but  it  made  a  great  noise 
in  other  countries  also.  At  that  time,  over  the  Assyrians, 
reigned  Ascadatas.  Among  the  Greeks,  Cecrops  and  Eristo- 
nus  distinguished  themselves,  by  building  the  famous  temple 
of  Apollo  at  Delphos.  Also,  about  thirty  years  after,  Darda- 
nos  founded  the  city  of  Troy  and  erected  it  into  a  kingdom. 
In  Egypt,  after  this  Cenchres,  Acheres  came  to  be  king;  and 
he   was  succeeded   by  Cherres;  on  whose  demise  Danaus 
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obtained  the  royalty:  but  none  of  these  kings  ever  offered  to 
prosecute  hostilities  against  Israel. 

Pilgrim.  Pray  let  me  hear  how  that  people  proceeded 
in  their  way  to  the  promised  land. 

Cleopkas.  O!  son,  many  wonderful  things  happened  to 
them;  for  it  was  not  till  after  innumerable  trials,  that  they 
saw  themselves  fairly  settled  there:  But  to  give  you  the  par- 
ticulars would  quite  exhaust  me. 

Pilgrim.  I  beg  you  would  at  least  give  me  such  a  sketch 
as  your  decayed  strength  will  allow  of. 

Cleophas.  Do  you  see  yonder,  directly  south,  a  bluish 
mountain? 

Pilgrim.     Yes,  just  at  the  edge  of  the  horizon. 

Cleophas.  There  begins  a  wilderness  which  reaches  all 
the  way  to  Egypt,  a  parched,  sandy  waste,  utterly  barren, 
and  scarcely  aflording  any  water.  This  was  the  first  part  of 
the  Israelites'  march,  and  here  they  were  soon  reduced  to 
extreme  distress;  but  at  Moses'  prayer — so  prevailing  is  the 
prayer  of  a  good  man — they  were  miraculously  relieved; 
waters,  which  by  reason  of  their  bitterness,  could  not  be 
drank,  being  made  sweet  by  Moses  causing  a  tree,  shown 
him  by  God,  to  be  cast  into  the  pond.  Another  time,  when 
they  were  all  perishing  for  thirst  and  heat,  children  crying 
to  their  mothers  who  looked  piteously  on  them,  the  poor  beasts 
languishing  under  the  excessive  sultriness,  stood  snuffing  up 
the  air,  and  expressing  their  pain  in  melancholy  lowings; 
TihxQ  again  the  divine  mercy  interposed.  Moses  was  directed 
to  strike  a  rock,  and  out  gushed  a  large  stream  of  water, 
v/hich  plentifully  supplied  all  their  wants:  the  mothers  enrap- 
tured, gave  it  to  their  pining  children,  and  the  cattle  ran  to 
its  dispersed  currents.  Once,  in  a  want  of  bread,  and,  appa- 
rently without  any  resource,  they  raised  a  violent  murmur 
against  Moses;  but,  on  his  supplication,  God  rained  a  round 
white  grain  in  such  abundance,  that  every  one  throughout 
the  whole  camp  gathered  a  plentiful  sufficiency  for  his  family: 
and  it  was  of  such  a  compound  taste,  as  to  supply  the  want 
of  eggs,  flesh,  vegetables,  and  spices.  There  was  no  need 
of  laying  it  up  in  granaries,  for  every  morning  it  lay  before 
their  doors,  except  on  the  Sabbath;  accordingly  on  the  sixth 
day,  they  gathered  for  two  days:  And  this  nutritive  and 
palatable  grain  never  failed  them,  during  the  whole  forty 
years  that  they  wandered  in  the  wilderness. 
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Pilgrim,  How!  Forty  years!  Was  the  country,  then,  so 
far  off? 

Cleophas.  It  was  not  at  all  owing  to  the  distance:  but 
they  had  not  the  spirit  to  trust  in  the  Invisible,  after  so  many 
miracles  wrought  in  their  behalf,  and  were  afraid  to  march 
into  the  country,  the  inhabitants  being  men  of  large  stature 
and  fierce  countenances,  and  their  weapons  proportioned  to 
their  bodies,  so  that  the  Israelites  made  but  a  discouraging 
figure  in  comparison  with  them.  Besides,  the  country  was 
in  itself  strong  and  mountainous,  and  had  many  fenced  cities. 
Of  these  particulars  they  were  informed  by  spies,  who  had 
taken  a  view  of  the  country,  and  brought  away  samples  of 
its  products,  as  grapes,  figs,  olives,  wheat,  and  barley;  but 
the  account  which  the  spies  gave  of  the  inhabitants,  threw 
the  Israelites  into  all  their  former  agonies.  Mothers  wept 
over  their  children:  "  O!  was  ever  misery  like  ours!  We 
must  either  perish  in  the  wilderness,  or  be  killed  by  the  Ca- 
naanites.  O!  that  we  had  stayed  in  Egypt!  Why  did  we 
believe  this  Moses?  What  signifies  a  land  flowing  with  milk 
and  honey,  if  its  people  are  to  kill  us."  The  children  an- 
swered the  lamentations  of  their  mothers  with  dismal  screams 
and  bowlings.  Of  the  men,  some  sat  trembling;  others  ran 
about  as  if  mad;  and  some  were  so  audacious  as  to  gather 
up  stones,  and  cast  them  at  Moses  and  Aaron:  they  even 
talked  of  choosing  another  leader  and  returning  into  Egypt. 
Thus  none  were  found  who  would  go  up  into  the  land  of  Ca- , 
naan;  which  want  of  confidence  displeased  God,  and  he  de- 
creed they  should  wander  forty  5^ears  in  the  wilderness,  and 
all  from  twenty  years  and  upwards,  die  in  the  way,  two  only 
excepted,  who  had  opposed  those  murmurs,  and  exhorted  the 
people  to  go  and  face  the  enemy,  having  God's  promises  on 
their  side. 

Pilgrim.  1  perceive  that  God  requires  impossibilities  to 
be  believed,  that  his  works  may  be  the  more  magnified. 

Cleophas.  True:  but  there  is  no  such  thing  as  impossi- 
bility with  God. 

Pilgrim.  In  such  a  space  of  time,  it  is  very  probable 
some  remarkable  things  must  have  happened  to  them. 

Cleophas.  O!  there  is  no  telling  all  their  great  changes. 
Sometimes  they  were  sinking  into  despair,  then  as  elate 
with  joy.  This  week  all  things  went  to  their  wish:  the 
next,  they  found   themselves   in  great   difficulties.     Their 
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devotion  was  as  unstable  as  their  outward  condition;  for 
Moses  being  gone  up  a  mountain,  to  receive  from  God,  laws 
and  ordinances,  they  unanimously  promised  to  conform  to 
them,  and  expressed  great  joy,  that  the  will  of  God  was  to  be 
made  more  particularly  known  to  them:  but,  within  a  month 
or  so,  they  had  made  a  golden  calf,  to  represent  the  ox  Apis, 
worshiped  by  the  Egyptians,  and  paid  it  divine  honors;  also 
•dancing  about  it,  with  all  kinds  of  musical  instruments — at 
which  Moses  indeed  was,  on  his  return,  so  irritated,  that  he 
demolished  the  idol.  Many  such  things  fell  out.  Some- 
times  they  committed  whoredom  with  strange  nations.  They 
grew  tired  of  the  delicious  manna;  and  nothing  would  serve 
them  but  flesh.  And  more  than  once,  they  repeated  their 
insults  against  Moses.  No,  they  would  not  be  lorded  over 
any  longer  by  such  an  one  as  he — and  a  thousand  of  the 
like  caprices. 

Pilgrim.     But  what  was  the  issue? 

Cleojjhas.  Sometimes  God  humored  them  in  their  desires. 
When,  longing  for  flesh,  they  saw,  as  it  were,  thick  clouds 
driven  from,  the  coast  of  Arabia  across  the  sea — but,  near  at 
hand,  it  proved  living  quails,  which  fell  round  about  the  camp, 
a  day's  journey  in  length,  and  two  cubits  high.  Now  the 
people  were  mad  with  joy,  and  fell  to  plucking,  cooking,  and 
feasting.  But,  alas!  there  was  soon  a  sad  alteration!  for, 
whilst  the  flesh  was  yet  between  their  teeth,  they  dropped 
down,  and  died  loathsomely  by  thousands. 

Pilgrim.  So  they  paid  dearly  for  their  discontent  and 
sensuality! 

Cleophas.  Ay,  indeed.  As  they  were  perpetually  pro- 
voking God,  he  punished  them  with  some  dreadful  plagues. 
He  sent  fire  from  heaven,  whereby  great  numbers  were  con- 
sumed to  ashes:  another  time,  fiery  serpents  came  among 
them,  whose  bite  was  extremely  torturing  and  deadly;  and 
many  were  killed  by  them,  till,  at  Moses'  intercession,  God 
directed  him  to  make  a  brazen  serpent,  and  set  it  upon  a  pole; 
and,  only  by  looking  at  it,  they,  who  had  been  bitten,  were 
instantly  healed.  But,  what  was  still  more  terrible,  the  earth 
opened  all  in  a  flame,  and  swallowed  up  whole  families,  and 
these  some  of  the  most  eminent,  for  setting  themselves  in 
competition  with  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  endeavoring  to  raise 
a  mutiny  against  them — all  the  people  flying  in  the  utmost 
consternation,  and  screaming,  as  if  the  earth  was  opening 
under  them  also. 
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Pilgrim.  Terrible  indeed!  yet,  to  be  sure,  not  beyond 
their  demerits.     How  miserable  is  the  state  of  man! 

Cleophas.  That  is  a  very  disputable  point:  But  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  God  has  given  them  strong  consolations,  foretelling, 
by  Moses,  the  coming  of  his  principal  Prophet,  who  was  also 
typified  by  the  brazen  serpent,  before  mentioned,  healing  the 
venomous  bites;  by  a  staff,  which,  in  one  night,  blossomed, 
and  bore  almonds;  by  several  parts  of  the  potential  robe;  and 
other  things,  representing  the  grace,  love,  power,  and  glory, 
of  this  future  Prophet  and  King,  who — 0!  son. 

Pilg7'im.  Now  your  trouble  returns  on  you;  but,  I  pray, 
do  not  break  off.  The  Israelites,  surely,  made  very  ill  re- 
turns for  all  God's  wonderful  kindnesses. 

Cleophas.  O!  son,  what  a  shame!  The  nations  showed 
a  greater  sense  of  benefits,  than  the  people  of  Israel !  for 
Bacchus,  about  this  time,  having  planted  a  vineyard  in  Greece, 
was  honored  with  a  yearly  festival.  So  Dardanus,  the  first 
Trojan  king,  Erichtonus,  Perseus,  Cadmus,  Amphion,  Minos, 
and  others,  have  been  constantly  revered  among  those  nations 
whom  they  advantaged.  How  very  different  Israel,  at  every 
turn  forgetful  of  the  Almighty  God,  and  even  apostatizing  from 
his  pure  worship! 

Pilgi'im.  Father,  be  pleased  to  inform  me  by  what  means 
this  timorous  and  ungratefi-d  people  came  to  possess  the  land 
of  Canaan. 

Cleophas.  After  all  these  miracles,  all  the  males  of  the 
former  murmuring  generation  being  extinct,  God,  in  order  to 
execute  his  promise,  substituted  in  his  stead  Joshua,  the  son 
of  Nun,  a  devout  and  brave  man:  and  Moses,  after  God  had 
given  him  a  view  of  the  land  of  promise  from  mount  Pisgah, 
died  in  his  hundred  and  twentieth  year,  of  which  I  want  but 
little,  though  very  unequal  to  him  in  other  respects;  for  his 
senility  had  little  impaired  either  his  strength,  senses,  or 
faculties,  which  is  m.ore  than  I  can  say.  Now  Joshua,  with 
all  the  host  of  Israel,  having  crossed  the  river  Jordan,  in  a 
manner  not  less  miraculous  than  Moses'  passage  through  the 
Red  sea,  the  whole  country  was  in  the  utmost  consternation; 
the  hearts  of  the  kings  melted  within  them;  the  gates  of  the 
towns  were  shut;  it  put  a  total  stop  to  all  trades;  and  the 
country  people  forsook  their  habitations.  They  judged,  that 
all  resistance  must  fall  before  him  whose  invasion  had  been 
facilitated  by  such  a  miracle;  and  what  made  their  case 
worse,  there  was  no  coming  to  terms  with  him.     He  was  to 
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Cleophas,     This  plausibility  was  necessary  to  the  deceit ; 
else  how  could  the  people  have  been  seduced?     Now  in  this 
idolatry  walked  his  successors,  Nadab,  Baasha,  Elah,  Zimri, 
Omri,  and  Ahab,  not  only  hardening  Israel  in  its  impiety;  but 
they  had  even  begun  to  introduce  the  worship  of  Baal  Jupiter. 
Then  it  pleased  God,  for  the  conversion  of  this  unhappy 
people,  to  send  the  prophet  Elijah,  with  signs  and  wonders. 
At  his  word  the  heavens  were  shut  up,  so  that  there  was  no 
rain  nor  dew  for  three  years.    This  he  had  the  courage  to  de- 
clare to  the  cruel  Ahab  himself:  and  1  leave  you  to  think  what 
misery  both  man  and  beast  must  have  suffered  in  such  a 
drought.     As  for  the  prophet,  a  widow,  in  extreme  distress, 
receiving  him  kindly,  he  assured  her,  what  little  meal  and  oil 
she  had  should  not  fail,  till  rain  came  upon  the  earth;  and  he 
stayed  with  her  some  time.     At  length  the  Lord  pitied  his 
sheep,  straying  under  false  shepherds.     You  see  yonder,  di- 
rectly north,  a  fine  fertile  mountain:  it  is  called  Carmel,  and 
stands  riot  far  from  the  sea.     On  this  mountain,  Elijah  desired 
the  king  to  assemble  the  priests  of  Baal,  in  the  presence  of  all 
Israel;  and  he  proved  the  Lord  to  be  the  only  God,  by  com- 
manding fire  from  heaven  to  consume  his  sacrifice;  which  the 
priests  of  Baal  had  not  been  able  to  do,  with  all  their  cere- 
monies and  incantations;  upon  which  they  were  put  to  death, 
as  impostors.     The  people  hereupon  renouncing  their  errors, 
God,  at  the  request  of  Elijah,  sent  rain,  and  the  succession  of 
seasons,  so  that  the  earth  soon  recovered  all  its  beauty  and 
fertility.     After  such  evidences  of  supernatural  power,  this 
eminent  prophet  suffered  a  great  deal  by  the  persecutions  of 
Ahab,  till,  after  a  sojournment  on  earth,  signalized  by  many 
miracles,  he  was  taken  up  to  heaven  in  a  fiery  chariot,  leaving 
behind  him  his  disciple  Elisha,  who,  seventy  years,  fed  the 
flock  of  Israel  with  a  care  truly  pastoral;  performed  many 
signs  and  wonders;  raised  the  dead,  cleansed  lepers,  fed  the 
hungry  by  miracles,  helped  the  distressed,  instructed  the  igno- 
rant, and  foretold  of  things  to  come.     He  outlived  six  kings  of 
Israel,  Ahab,  Ahaziah,  Jehu,  Jehoah^z,  and  Joash,  who  all 
reigned  successively;  and  his  death  was  lamented  by  all  the 
people,  as  certainly  he  had  been  a  great  comfort  to  them  in 
such  calamitous  and  distracted  times. 

Pilgrim.  These  are  surprising  things  indeed!  But  then 
did  this  dismembered  kingdom  of  Israel  so  amend,  as  totally 
to  relinquish  idolatry,  and  unite  itself  to  the  throne  of  David? 
for  you  say  that  they  were  reformed  by  Elijah's  miracles. 
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Cleophas.  How  should  it  amend?  The  commonalty  were 
not  their  own  masters;  though  sometimes  they  conformed  to 
the  admonition  of  prophets,  as  Hosea,  Amos,  Joel,  Abdias, 
and  others,  who  were  continually  preaching  to  them;  yet  the 
impious  kings,  and  men  in  power,  compelled  them  to  profess 
idolatry. 

Pilgrim.  1  perceive,  then,  that  its  kings  were  all  wicked. 
Cleophas.  Yes,  from  the  first  to  the  last;  for  after  the 
above  named  Joash,  who  reigned  in  Elisha's  time,  rose  up 
Jeroboam,  the  second  of  the  name,  and  no  better  than  the 
first.  After  him  the  land  fell  under  several  tyrants,  destroy- 
ing each  other  like  wild  beasts:  and  more  hurtful  to  society 
thanihe  worst  of  them,  is  the  man  who  has  thrown  off  reli- 
gion and  virtue.  Zachariah  was  murdered  by  Shallum,  whose 
brutality  was  such,  that  on  taking  a  place  which  had  made 
any  resistance,  beside  putting  all  the  men  and  children  to  the 
sword,  the  pregnant  women  were  ripped  up.  But  all  his 
family  were  cut  off  by  Pekah,  as  he  by  Hosea;  till  at  length 
God  put  a  period  to  all  these  abominations,  together  with  the 
kingdom,  by  Shalmaneser,  king  of  Assyria,  a  very  potent 
prince— his  grandfather,  Phul  Belochus,  having,  about  seventy 
years  before,  dispossessed  Sardanapalus  of  his  empire.  Thus 
ended  the  kingdom  of  the  ten  tribes  of  Israel,  after  a  term  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-three  years;  and  they  were  carried  away 
captive  into  a  very  remote  country;  a  calamity  which  they 
could  not  but  see  was  a  chastisement  of  their  impieties. 

Pilgnm.     What  a  change! 

Cleophas.  A  similar  change  happened,  about  this  time,  in 
Italy:  Amulius,  the  fifteenth  king  of  the  Latins,  being  mur- 
dered by  Romulus  and  Remus,  his  grandchildren,  who  built 
the  renowned  city  of  Rome,  the  present  capital  of  the  whole 
universe,  and  residence  of  the  mighty  and  invincible  emperor 
Trajan,  whose  predecessors — 

Pilgrim.     Now,  father,  a  fresh  fit  of  grief  comes  on  you! 

Cleophas.  What  melancholy  events  crowd  thick  on  me, 
from  all  sides! 

Pilgrim.     You  were  speaking  of  Trajan,  an  emperor. 

Cleophas.  His  predecessors,  1  say,  caused  frequent  and 
horrid  efllision  of  blood;  and  his  hands  are  not  quite  clean, 
though  celebrated  for  clemency:  but  why  do  I  dwell  on  him, 
having  such  a  wide  field  before  me?  I  might  also  relate  to 
you,  how  the  Greeks,  about  this  time,  began  to  compute  their 
time  by  Olympiads;  also  of  the  foundation  of  the  kingdom  of 
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Macedonia.  But  vvliat  signify  pagan  histories?  My  own 
city  of  Jerusalem,  and  its  various  revolutions  will  ailbrd  me 
matter  enough.  I  have  quite  digressed  from  the  point.  I 
should  have  gone  on  with  the  account  of  that,  and  at  the  same 
time,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah. 

Pilgrim.     Right,  father;  and  that  is  what  I  very  much 
long  to  hear. 

Clcophas.     Have  not  1  already  said   that  Rehoboam,  the 
son  of  Solomon,  on  his  father's  death  reigned  at  Jerusalem? 

Pilgrim.     Yes,  father. 

Cleophas.  He  forsook  God,  and  as  it  is  too  usual,  high 
and  low  followed  his  wicked  example.  But  the  Lord  visited 
iheir  impiety;  for  behold  Shishak,  king  of  Egypt,  came  up 
with  an  innumerable  army,  particularly  twelve  hundred  cha- 
riots with  two  and  four  horses  abreast,  according  to  a  manner 
tif  fighting  long  used  among  the  ancients.  After  ravaging 
the  country  and  mastering  the  fenced  cities,  he  sat  down  be- 
fore Jerusalem.  Then  the  hearts  of  the  king  and  the  great 
men  melted  within  them,  and  they  humbled  themselves  be- 
fore the  Lord;  who,  being  abundant  in  merc}'^,  instead  of  ut- 
terly destroying  them,  permitted  them  only  to  be  deprived  of 
those  riches  which  they  made  their  boast  of.  But  it  is  impos- 
sible  to  express  the  dejection  and  anguish  of  all  ranks  at  see- 
ing the  sacred  treasures  of  the  temple,  its  costly  utensils,  and 
Solomon's  golden  shields,  and  many  other  things  of  great 
Talue,  carried  away  by  tlie  strange  people.  Then  saw  they, 
that  wisdom  excclleth  folly,  as  light  darkness;  and  thought 
on  Solomon's  grief,  at  foreseeing  all  the  works  of  his  hands, 
all  done  in  such  wisdom,  falling  into  those  hands  which  had 
done  nothing  towards  them.  Rehoboam,' after  a  reign  of  se- 
venteen years,  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Abijah,  who  reigned 
only  three  years.  He  defeated  Jeroboam,  in  one  of  the  great- 
est battles,  perhaps,  which  history  records.  His  own  army 
consisted  of  four  hundred  thousand  men,  and  Jeroboam's  of 
twice  that  number;  of  whom  five  hundred  thousand  fell  on 
the  spot.  Abijah  had  also  his  son,  Asa,  for  successor,  who 
reigned  forty  years  in  great  prosperity;  the  reward  of  his  zeal 
for  purity  of  worship.  His  successor  was  the  devout  Jehosa- 
phat;  in  whose  times  the  barbarous  nations  renewed  their  in- 
roads, that  even  Jerusalem  feared;  but  making  the  Lord  their 
refuge,  the  enemy  was  miraculously  overthrown,  turning  their 
swords  against  one  another.  But  this  excellent  prince  being 
succeeded  by  Jehoram  his  son,  but  the  very  reverse  of  him, 
10 
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the  Philistines,  Arabians,  and  otlier  nations  laid  waste  the 
country,  and  advancing  to  Jerusalem,  carried  off  much  booty, 
particularly  the  treasure  of  the  king's  house,  tmd,  among 
other  captives,  his  wives  and  daughters.  He  himself  died  of 
a  painful  and  loathsome  desease.     His  son  and  successor, 

,     Ahaziah,  following  his  wicked  example,  was  killed  by  Jehu. 

%  .^    Pilgrim     Wh^t  a  miserable  country? 

CJeophas.  O!  son,  this  is  nothing  to  what  followed;  for 
Jerusalem  increased  in  her  sins,  and  punishment  kept  pace 
with  them.  That  sanguinary  wretch.  Queen  Athaliah, 
caused  all  who  were  in  any  wise  related  to  the  royal  family  of 
Judah  to  be  put  to  death.  The  only  one  who  escaped  this  in- 
human massacre,  was  one  of  the  king's  sons,  an  infant  of 
about  twelve  mouths'  old,  called  Joash,  who,  in  the  tumult, 
had  been  concealed  in  the  temple.  Six  years  after,  the  high 
priest  Jehoiada,  to  w^hose  care  his  education  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  who  lamented  the  prevalent  abominations,  set  up 
Joash,  king  of  Judah:  whilst  Athaliah,  being  carried  out  of 
the  horse-gate,  yonder  eastward,  and  still  lying  in  ruins,  ex- 
piated her  wickedness  in  her  blood.  But,  alas!  what  came  of 
2t!  Why,  the  young  prince  behaved  extremely  well,  whilst 
his  venerable  guardian  had  an  eye  over  him;  but  he  was  no 
sooner  in  his  grave  than  Joash  disappointed  the  mighty  hopes.. 
which  had  been  conceived  of  him,  shook  off  every  moral  and 
religious  consideration,  set  up  idolatry,  and,  what  no  king  of 
Israel  or  Judah  had  presumed,  ordered  himself  to  be  worship- 
ed as  a  deity:  And  farther  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  his  ini- 
duity,  Zacharias  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  to  whom  he  owed  his 
crown,  was  stoned  for  representing  to  him  his  impiety.  The 
resolute  prophet  gave  up  the  ghost,  appealing  to  God  for  his 
integrity:  and,  truly,  his  blood  has  been  required  of  this  city 
to  the  very  last,  as  you  may  see  by  the  ruins  every  where 
about  us.  But  this  cruel  king  was  murdered  in  his  bed  by 
his  own  servants. 

Pilgrim.  That  they,  who  are  set  over  a  people  for  its 
good  should  be  flagitious! 

Clcophas.  His  son,  Amaziah,  was  not  much  better;  for 
God  giving  him  some  successes,  he  became  so  arrogant,  that 
contrary  to  a  prophet's  advice,  he  would  come  to  a  rupture 
with  Joash,  king  of  Israel:  The  event  was,  that  Joash  gave 
him  a  severe  defeat,  pillaged  Jerusalem,  and  dismantled  it  on 
the  side  towards  his  kingdom;  that  is,  from  Ephraim's  gate, 
yojider  northward,  to  the  angle  gate.     Amaziah  was  also  mur- 
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vain:  the  false  proplicts  buoyed  up  tlie  people,  and  so  incensed 
the  king  against  Jeremiah,  that  he  cut  the  roll  of  his  Prophe- 
cies in  pieces,  and  threw  them  into  the  firm  but  punishment 
soon  followed  this  profane  indignity:  for,  in  the  eleventh  year 
of  his  reign,  relying  on  support  from  Egypt,  lie  refused  to 
pay  the  tribute:  on  which,  Nebuchadnezzar  marched  towards 
Jerusalem,  with  such  an  army,  that  the  king  of  Egypt  durst 
not  take  the  field:  and  Jehoiakim,  without  offering  the  least 
resistance,  opened  the  gates:  in  rushed  the  soldiery,  who  made 
horrid  carnage  among  the  middling  and  lower  classes,  carry- 
ing away  also  multitudes  of  captives,  especially  young  persons 
of  the  noble  and  wealthy  families.  Among  these  were  the 
prophets  Daniel  and  Ezekiel ;  also,  Shadrach,  Mcshach,  and 
Abednego.  King  Jehoiakim  was  loaded  with  chains,  and, 
with  the  rest,  carried  to  Babylon,  where,  soon  after,  as  Jere- 
miah liad  foretold,  he  was  killed,  and,  being  dragged  out  of  the 
city  like  a  dead  beast,  was  thrown  into  a  pit.  The  temple, 
also,  was  again  stripped  of  every  thing  valuable:  and  Jelioia- 
kim,  then  but  eight  years  old,  being  declared  his  father's  suc- 
cessor, the  whole  train  of  the  captives  were  marched  out  of 
Jerusalem.  Some,  torn  from  ease,  honor,  and  plenty,  at 
home,  had  now  nothing  before  tlieir  eyes  but  servitude  in  a 
foreign  country. 

Pilgrim.     I  sympathize  with  their  sufferings. 

(^ophas.  Alas!  son,  one  stroke  succeeded  another!  for 
scarcely  were  three  months  over,  when  the  Assyrians  renewed 
their  havoc;  and  presenting  themselves  before  Jerusalem,  made 
a  breach  in  its  wall.  On  a  summons,  the  young  king,  to- 
gether with  his  mother,  and  ofHcers  of  the  court,  came  out  of 
the  city,  with  all  the  marks  of  submission  and  sorrow,  and 
were  irrnnediately  seized  as  captives.  This  was  followed  by 
taking  possession  of  the  city,  plundering  the  temple  of  what 
little  remained  in  it,  and  carrying  away  to  Babylon  ten  thou- 
sand of  the  most  substantial  citizens,  and  all  the  artificers, 
especially  those  who  dealt  in  implements  of  war.  Now  what 
brought  all  this  misery  on  Jerusalem  was  sin.  Had  they 
turned  from  the  evil  of  their  ways,  good  would  have  droj^ed 
down  on  them  like  a  copious  dew;  but  vice  was  rooted  into 
habit;  and  neither  admonition  nor  punishment  could  prevail 
over  idolatry,  and  other  heathenish  abominations;  as  loo 
plainly  appeared,  also,  in  after  times. 

Pilgrim.  I  am  no  less  amazed  than  grieved!  This  is, 
mdeed,  a  history  full  of  striking  events. 
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Cleophas.  This  young  prince  having  been  thus  injuri- 
ously deprived  of  his  royalty,  and  carried  away  as  the  con- 
queror's slave,  Zedekiah,  his  father's  brother,  was  advanced 
to  the  crown,  being  the  twenty-second,  and  the  last  king  of 
Judah,  from  Saul;  but,  under  his  administration,  things  went 
on  in  the  same  wretched  course,  as  under  the  preceding. 
Jeremiah  did  not  cease  to  cry  aloud  to  the  people,  exhorting 
them  to  speedy  repentance;  and,  by  several  tokens,  indicating 
the  approaching  destruction  of  the  city.  But  instead  of  any 
attention  being  paid  to  him,  he  was  ridiculed  and  insulted,  as 
brain-sick,  and  chiefly  b}^  the  men  of  dignity  and  literature. 
Another  piece  of  Zedekiah's  misconduct  was,  the  violating 
his  oath,  and  revolting  against  the  king  of  Babylon — who, 
hereupon,  was-  soon  at  the  gates  of  Jerusalem,  with  a  prodi- 
gious army.  In  the  mean  time,  the  king  of  Egypt  coming 
up  to  Zedekiah's  assistance,  the  Assyrian  prince  decamped, 
and  marched  to  give  him  battle.  Now  the  false  prophets 
triumphed — Jeremiah  was  a  visionary — not  a  stone  of  Jerusa- 
lem should  be  moved  out  of  its  place;  and  all  the  attempts  of 
its  enemies  end  in  their  own  confusion.  These  wicked  men 
prevailed  so  far,  that  Jeremiah  was  beaten,  and  thrown  into 
prison;  but  the  God,  whom  he  served,  preserved  hii^  valuable 
life. 

Pilgrim.    But  could  the  king  approve  of  such  injustice? 

Cleoijhas.  Alas!  in  the  hands  of  his  nobles,  he  was  ^e  a 
woollen  rag,  to  be  turned  and  twined  any  Vv'ay;  a  child  is  not 
more  pliable  to  his  tutor's  will.  But  nov/  for  the  sad  result 
of  iniquity,  and  departing  from  the  Lord:  The  king  of  the 
Assyrians,  or  Chaldees,  as  some  writers  call  him,  returned, 
and  invested  Jerusalem  so  closely,  that  neither  cat  nor  dog 
could  escape:  then  was  Zedekiah  afraid,  and  sent  for  Jeremiah 
out  of  the  prison,  who  declared  to  him  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
and  that,  if  he  did  not  surrender  the  city,  it  would  be  destroyed. 
Yet,  in  such  awe  did  the  king  stand  of  his  nobles,  that  all  the 
declarations  and  entreaties  of  Jeremiah  were  of  no  avail — 
and  for  having  advised  a  surrender,  the  nobles  would  not  let 
the  king  rest,  till  Jeremiah  was  cast  into  a  miry  dungeon, 
where  he  must  have  perished  by  filth  and  hunger,  had  not  a 
pious  courtier  zealously  solicited  his  release. 

Pilgrim,  How  much  faithful  prophets  suffer,  for  declar- 
ing wholesome  truths!  and  a  people,  when  under  wicked 
governors;  for  the  distress  in  the  city  may  be  supposed  very 
great. 
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Cleophas.  Say,  rather,  iiorrible  and  shocking  to  nature. 
The  famine  increased;  the  poor  lay  dying  in  the  streets; 
their  cadaverous  faces,  their  emaciated  bodies,  their  trembling 
joints,  spoke  their  case.  The  children  cried  for  bread,  and 
there  was  none  to  give  them.  Infants  expired  at  the  breast, 
which  now  yielded  no  more  milk:  skins,  roots,  any  thing  that 
could  be  found,  were  greedily  eaten.  Persons  brought  up  in 
delicacy  had  not  a  bit  of  mouldy  bread.  The  famished  burgh- 
ers, dragging  their  spears,  crawled  to  their  stations  as  senti- 
nels; whilst  the  enemy,  having  plenty  of  all  things,  carried  on 
their  assaults  with  never  ceasing  fury.  This  deplorable  fa- 
mine produced  a  pestilence.  The  lanes  and  streets  were 
strewed  with  corpses,  the  survivors  being  too  weak  to  bury 
the  dead.  One  saw  his  father,  the  other  his  mother,  sister, 
brother,  or  intimate  friend,  dying  in  the  most  extreme  misery. 
Yet  amidst  all  these  calamities,  this  poor  blinded  people  could 
not  see,  that  tlie  cause  of  them  was  vice  and  profaneness,  as 
Jeremiah  had  strongly  represented  to  them. 
'  Pilgrim.     How  long  lasted  this  distressful  siege? 

Cleophas.     About  eighteen  months. 

Pilgrim.  It  is  natural  to  think  they  v/ould  have  hearken- 
ed to  Jeremiah,  and  surrendered  in  time. 

Cleophas.  They  were  always  in  hopes  the  Chaldeans 
would  have  raised  the  siege;  for  the  false  prophets  kept  them 
up  in  such  a  persuasion.  '-Never  fear,  (say  they,)  God  will 
protect  his  people.  This  is  the  Lord's  temple,  the  place  he 
lias  chosen  for  sacrifices  to  be  offered  to  him.  Never  will 
God  permit  that  it  shall  be  destroyed.  Rather  is  it  to  be  ex- 
pected, that  the  vessels  which  have  been  carried  hence,  shall 
be  restored;  for  this  is  the  residence  of  his  name  and  of  his 
glory."  Thus  thej'  spirited  up  the  people,  famished  as  they 
were,  to  a  vigorous  resistance,  which  occasioned  great  efFj- 
sion  of  blood;  for  the  enemy,  both  by  stratagems  and  open 
torce,  pushed  the  siege  without  giving  quarter,  so  that  few 
escaped,  except  those  who,  according  to  Jeremiah's  forme. 
counsel,  went  over  to  the  enemy;  but  these  were  looked 
on  as  traitors  to  Judah,  and  the  prophet  himself  was  reputed 
no  better. 

Pilgrim.  A  specious  self-deceit!  But  was  it  not  of  in- 
finitely more  concern  to  defend  the  temple  of  their  heart  from 
sin,  than  the  outward  temple  from  the  Chaldeans? 

Cleophas.     Ay,  had  they  minded  that,  they  would  also 
have  saved  the  outward;  for  all  God  required  of  them  was, 
11 
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to  keep  a  clean  heart.  But  let  us  hasten  to  the  end.  The 
besieged  being,  by  famine,  incapable  of  any  further  efforts, 
the  Chaldeans,  one  night,  making  a  general  assault,  forced 
their  way  into  the  city.  The  king,  on  this,  together  with  his 
wives,  children,  officers,  and  guards,  immediately  fled  through 
a  breach,  along  a  deep  valley,  towards  yonder  wilderness  in 
the  east,  interspersed  with  eminences.  But  there  is  no 
escaping  the  hand  of  God;  the  Chaldean  troops  came  up  with 
him  in  the  wilderness  near  Jericho,  and  carried  him  and  his 
attendants^  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  then  at  Riblah  in  Syria, 
where  now  stands  Antioch.  Imagine  these  poor  creatures 
driven  along,  late  and  early,  over  hills  and  valleys;  the  muddy 
ponds  through  which  they  passed  were  a  sad  memento  of  the 
mire  where  Jeremiah  had  suffered  so  much,  only  for  endea- 
voring to  reclaim  them  from  those  sins  which  had  involved 
them  in  their  present  calamities,  as  he,  to  strengthen  his  ad- 
monitions, had  foretold. 

Pilgrim.  But  what  must  have  been  the  condition  of  the 
city? 

Cleoplias.  Indeed,  ray  heart  relents  to  relate  it:  None 
were  spared,  neither  sex,  age,  nor  rank,  were  minded;  the  ex- 
ulting soldiers  ran  about  the  city,  stabbing  and  killing  all  that 
came  in  their  way;  children  were  fixed  to  the  points  of  spears; 
the  streets  were  covered  with  the  mangled  bodies  of  venera- 
ble old  men;  the  sanctuaries  ran  with  the  blood  of  priests. 
Worse  still  was  the  fate  of  multitudes  of  women,  first  objects 
of  the  soldiers'  lust,  then  victims  to  their  barbarity;  the 
young  persons  their  avarice  spared  to  sell  for  slaves;  every 
street  rang  with  drums  and  trumpets,  mingled  with  screams 
and  outcries  of  the  miserable  people  begging  in  vain  for  mer- 
cy. The  rage  of  slaughter  being  satiated,  all  who  remained 
were  bound  with  cords,  and  driven  away  like  sheep:  The 
high-priest  was  dragged  out  of  his  asylum,  the  nobles  from 
their  palaces,  and  the  wealthy  citizens,  instead  of  their  com- 
fortable houses,  were  thrust  together  into  huts.  Their  rich 
furniture  they  saw  broken  to  pieces,  or  a  prey  to  the  flames; 
the  plate,  the  jewels,  the  gold  chains  and  rings,  amassed  by 
usury,  now  divided  as  spoils  among  their  insulting  conquerors; 
the  temple  itself,  was  no  more  spared  than  a  common  building, 
every  rich  decoration  hewn  down;  the  molten  sea,  the  golden 
covering,  the  -whole  sanctuary,  Solomon's  gold  and  silver 
vsssels  and  utensils,  together  with  all  the  treasures  in  the 
king's  house,  were  loaded  on  horses,  camels,  and  mules, 
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Ttiid  carried  away  to  the  Assyrian  camp.  A  lieart-breaking 
sight  to  those  who  lately  had  revelled  in  pride  and  luxury. 
The  pillage  being  finished,  the  enemy  proceeded  to  demolish 
the  walls  and  gates  of  that  splendid  temple. 

Pilgrim.  It  is  enough,  father,  that  the  Jews  of  these  times 
wept  for  this  desolation — acquiesce  in  the  dispensation  of 
divine  justice,  and  proceed  in  your  narrative. 

Cleophas.  I  say,  that  splendid  temple,  which,  during  four 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  years,  had  been  a  crow^n  of  glory 
to  Judah,  and  the  admiration  of  all  nations,  was  set  on  fire, 
and  with  its  flames  were  mingled  those  of  stately  palaces,  and 
other  edifices.  In  a  word,  (for  the  subject  is  too  melancholy 
to  dwell  on,)  such  was  the  conflagration,  that,  of  the  whole 
city,  all  that  remained  standing  were  some  fragments  of  lofty 
walls,  as  monuments  of  its  ancient  grandeur. 

Pilgrim.     To  what  changes  are  all  worldly  things  subject! 

Cleophas.  Yes — for,  at  the  same  time,  the  vast  city  of 
Nineveh,  in  Assyria,  was  destroyed  by  Cyaxeres,  king  of 
the  Medes. 

Pilgrim.  But,  previous  to  any  foreign  history,  inform  me 
what  became  of  the  unfortunate  Zedekiah. 

Cleophas.  His  fate  was  deplorable  indeed:  at  his  appear- 
ance before  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  sat  on  a  glittering  throne, 
amidst  his  nobles  and  warriors,  after  being  reproached  for  his 
perfidy,  in  violating  his  oath,  and  revolting  against  the  king, 
his  children,  one  after  another,  were  killed  before  his  face  by 
a  conimon  execucioner,  so  that  none  of  his  oflspring  might  be 
left  to  succeed  to  the  crown.  Under  the  agonies  which  this 
spectacle  must  have  excited,  the  same  executioner  seized  him, 
and  put  out  his  eyes.  Thus  he  who,  when  seeing,  was 
spiritually  blind,  now,  in  his  blindness,  saw  his  errors,  and 
how  fatally  he  had  been  misled  by  the  false  prophets.  The 
next  victims  v/ere  the  high  priests,  Seraiah  and  Zephaniah,  the 
second  in  rank,  who  were  beheaded.  A  like  sentence  was 
executed  on  the  king's  chancellor  and  chamberlain,  together 
v/ith  three  captains  of  the  temple :  seven  counsellors  of  state 
also  lost  their  heads,  for  having  dissuaded  the  king,  when,  of 
himself,  inclined  to  have  followed  Jeremiah's  advice.  Nor 
was  the  king's  cruelty  satisfied  with  so  many  illustrious  deaths: 
sixty  more  nobles  of  the  first  rank  suflered  in  the  same  man- 
ner, the  king  all  the  while  looking  on  with  a  supercilious  in- 
sensibility. The  bulk  of  the  people  remaining  were,  as  had 
been  prophesied,  driven  like  cattle  to  the  country  of  Babylon. 
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Such  was  the  period  ^f  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  nearly  ^ve 
hundred  years  after  Saul,  in  the  forty-third  Olympiad  of  the 
Greek  chronology — Nebuchadnezzar  being  king  of  Assyria, 
and  Tarquinius  Priscus,  of  Rome,  which  had  been  built  a 
hundred  and  forty-five  years,  and  then  bid  fair  for  great  pros- 
perity— as  also  the  city  of  Carthage,  founded  by  a  princess, 
named  Dido,  a  hundred  and  fifty-six  years  before  Rome. 

Pilgrim.  You  told  me,  father,  that  God  had  promised 
David  an  everlasting  and  imperishable  kingdom;  and  here 
we  see  it  brought  to  an  end.  Nay,  the  heathens,  who  never 
had  any  such  promise,  seem  to  have  been  more  prosperous 
than  the  children  of  Israel. 

Cleophas.  To  sliort-sighted  man  it  may  appear  so;  yet^ 
in  the  very  height  of  all  these  calamities,  was  this  promise 
renewed  by  Isaiali,  Jeremiah,  and  other  prophets;  and  not 
only  in  Judea,  but  even  at  Ba,bylon,  in  a  time  of  exile,  cap- 
tivityj  and  oppression,  the  tirne^  place,  and  every  circumstance, 
specified;  how,  v/hen,  and  where,  was  to  be  born  that  won- 
derful King,  by  whom  the  sceptre  of  Judah  should  be  restored: 
and  it  has  also  been  fulfilled  in  every  particular — however, 
to  you,  as  seeing  me,  a  poor  old  man,  weeping  among  ruins, 
it  may  seem  incredible.  To  you  is  unknown  what  has  arisen 
from  the  ashes  of  this  Plioenix;  and  the  wonderful  things  spoken 
of  by  those  who  expect  such  a  kingdom.  How!  son,  would 
you  have  one  misfortune  to  he  continually  treading  on  the 
heels  of  another?  defect  to  follow  on  defect?  Do  you  not  see 
that  all  things  tend  to  renewal  and  stability?  And  you  would 
imagine  that  which  God  had  in  all  ages  promised  to  the  saints, 
'  to  have  been  fulfilled  in  the  former  defective  state!  So  has 
this  corrupt  race  continued  to  assert;  and,  in  the  blindness  of- 
their  understanding,  persecuted  and  massacred  God's  people. 
But  the  particular  recollection  of  tbrfit  horrible  catastrophe, 
under  which  Jerusalem  sunk,  quite  overpowers  me. 

Pilgrim.  I  know,  father,  grief  hurts  you  much:  therefore 
you  shall  see  that  I  will  patiently  wait  the  order  of  your  rela- 
tion. 1  long  to  hear  what  happened  to  this  people  and  coun- 
try, antecedently  to  the  present  state  and  condition. 

Cleophas.  Well  may  I  say,  with  the  benevolent  Jeremiah, 
"O!  that  my  head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of 
•  tears,  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  slain  of  my 
people!"  For  of  the  like  calamities  which  he  saw,  have  I 
also  been  an  eye-witness.  But,  according  to  your  desire,  I 
return  to  the  order  of  my  narrative.     Know,  then,  first,  that 
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this  revolution  was  matter  of  great  joy  among  the  common 
people;  as  now,  instead  of  being  oppressed  by  the  nobility, 
and  by  usurers,  to  whom  their  necessities  often  obliged  them 
to  have  recourse,  parcels  of  land,  and  whole  villages,  were 
given  to  them.  Thus  they,  who  used  to  toil  for  scanty  wages, 
were  now  building  barns  and  store-houses,  for  laying  up  the 
various  products  of  their  estates.  No  cry  of  distress  was  now 
heard;  all  places  showed  plenty,  and  a  cheerful  enjoyment  of 
it;  and  nothing  seemed  to  hinder,  but  that  this  happy  state 
might  have  continued,  had  not  some  leading  men  of  the  Jews 
treacherously  murdered  Gedaliah,  the  Chaldean  governor; 
and  afterwards,  contrary  to  Jeremiah's  advice,  gathering  the 
people  together,  fled  into  Egypt,  fearing  the  Chaldeans :  they 
forcibly  carried  that  good  man  with  them,  and  began  to  set  up 
the  former  idolatry.  These  were  enormities  which  he  could 
not  connive  at;  and  his  remonstrances  galling  their  consciences, 
they  stoned  him  to  death.  Thus  the  country,  as  had  been 
prophesied,  lay  waste  seventy  years. 

Pilgrim.     But  what  became  of  the  Jews  at  Babylon? 

Cleophas,  That  is  well  minded — but  do  not  you  observe- 
that  night  is  coming  on? 

Pilgrim.  I  am  so  delighted  with  your  conversation,  that 
were  it  not  too  much  for  you,  I  could  wish  the  day  three  times 
as  long. 

Cleoplias.  For  my  part,  I  could  go  through  it;  but  in  every 
thing  moderation  is  best;  and  to-morrow  morning,  if  you  are 
so  inclined,  we  will  meet  in  this  same  place,  and  prosecute  our 
subject.  In  the  m.ean  time,  if  you  will  take  up  with  such  en- 
tertainment as  my  house  affords,  you  may  depend  on  a  hearty 
welcome.  1  live  no  farther  off  than  yonder,  close  by  that 
high  wall. 

Pilgrim.  Father,  you  treat  me  with  a  courtesy  far  beyond 
any  thing  I  deserve.  Nobody  can  be  belter  pleased  with  your 
company  than  T  am.  But  it  will  be  most  proper  for  me  to  be 
alone;  and  I  shall  employ  my  solitude  in  reflecting  on  what  1 
have  already  heard.  I  shall  find  some  shelter  or  other;  and  I 
am  so  desirous  of  knowing  the  end  of  this  astonishing  history, 
that  you  may  be  assured  of  my  keeping  to  your  appointment. 

Clcophas.  A  great  deal  of  matter  still  remains;  and,  I 
promise  myself,  nothing  worthy  your  information  shall  escape 
me.  Well,  seeing  you  are  inclined  to  be  left  to  your  own 
thoughts,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  any  pressing  invitations; 
for,  by  such  needless  ceremonies,  it  frequently  happens,  that 
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good  discourse  is  interrupted — one  urging,  and  the  other 
refusing.  It  suffices  to  show,  once  for  all,  that  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  us  to  entertain  a  worthy  mind.  It  is  my  way  in  all  things 
to  be  as  plain  as  possible,  and  have  but  one  word. 

Pilgrim.  That  is  just  my  way  of  thinking.  Now,  father, 
let  me  help  you  up. 

Cleophas.  O!  you  must  not  wonder  that  my  old  joints 
are  a  little  stiff. 

Pilgrim.  I  wonder  much  more  that  you  preserve  such 
an  activity  at  your  uncommon  age — a  hundred  and  twenty 
years!  Why,  you  may  go  a  great  way,  and  not  meet  with 
your  equal.  Well,  my  dear  father,  1  heartily  wish  you  a 
good  night.     God  be  with  you. 

Cleophas.     I  thank  you,  son — the  like  to  you.  .   -  _ 
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PART    T'WO. 


SECTION  I. 

CONTAINING    THE    SPACE    OF    SIX    HUNDRED    AND 

FIVE  YEARS,  NAMELY,  FROM  THE  BABYLONISH 

.      CAPTIVITY  TO  THE   NATIVITY  OF  OUR 

BLESSED   LORD    AND   SAVIOR 

JESUS    CHRIST, 


The  desolate  state  of  the  Jews  in  Babylon — Nebuchadnezzar's  Golden 
Image  set  up — The  Fortitude  of  three  Jewish  Youths — Daniel's 
Preservation — Cyrus  obtains  the  Persian  Monarchy — Belshazzar 
slain — The  Jews  return  from  Captivity — Death  of  Cyrus — Temple 
rebuilt — Prophecy  sealed  up — Mordecai  honored^ — A  sorePestilenco 
in  Greece — Account  of  Queen  Semiramis — Vanity  of  V/orldly 
Magnificence — Temple  built  on  Mount  Gerizim — Tyre  taken 
by  Alexander   the   Great — He   marches   to    Jerusalem — Ptolemy 

-  Lagus  invades  Judea — Ptolemy  Philadelphus  translates  the  Bible 
into  Greek — Antiochus  Epiphanes  puts  Jerusalem  to  the  sword — 
the  Jews  compelled  to  eat  Swine's  flesh — Antiochus'  officer  slain 
by  Mattathias — Judas  Maccabeus  takes  the  command  of  the 
Jews — Defeats  Antiochus  Eupator — Nicanor  slain— Conquests  of 
the  Roman  Arms — Onias  builds  a  Temple  at  Heliopolis  in 
Egypt— Corinth  and  Carthage  destroyed— the  Temple  on  Mount 
Gerizim  demolished— The  Jews  compelled  to  eat  their  Wives  and 
Children— The  cruelty   of  Alexander    Jammc— Aristobulus    and 
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Hyrcanus'  bloody  dispute — Commencement  of  the  Roman  Mon. 
archy — Jerusalem  again  molested  by  Antigonus — The  Sceptre 
departs  from  Judah — Herod  gains  the  Kingdom — His  dread  and 
hateful  Cruelty. 

Pilgrim.  Yonder  is  the  good  old  man  already  sitting  on 
Mount  Sion,  with  his  silver  beard.  I  wonder  how  he  gets 
there  so  readily;  for  to  me,  from  this  plain  here  to  the  top  of 
the  hill  seems  not  less  than  800  feet  perpendicular  height. 
Then  the  way  is  encumbered  with  nettles  and  stones:  but 
good  will-and  zeal  level  all  difficuhies.  I  see  his  eye  is 
towards  me;  and  he  seems  ready  to  oblige  me  with  a  farther 
account  of  the  great  events  which  he  has  treasured  up  in  his 
memory.  Good  morrow,  father!  May  the  divine  light  shine 
on  your  heart,  as  the  glorious  sun  now  irradiates  the  eartji. 

Cleophas.  The  best  of  wishes,  son!.  But  are  not  you 
late? 

Pilgrim.  Why,  indeed,  in  walking  about  the  city,  and 
viewing  the  noble  remains,  1  had  a  little  forgot  myself.  The 
multitude  of  grand  ruins,  which  nov\',  I  perceive  are  haunted 
by  owls,  crows,  and  swallows,  have  whetted  my  desire  to  know 
the  final  conclusion  of  the  history  of  a  city,  w^hich  once  must 
have  been  of  an  amazing  magnificence;  and  as  you  have  re- 
lated to  me  its  vicissitudes  till  its  first  destruction,  together 
with  the  carrying  away  of  the  children  of  Israel  into  Babylon, 
1  could  wish  you  would  go  on  with  some  particulars  of  the 
state  and  condition  of  that  people  among  their  new  masters. 

Cleophas.  There  it  was  where  we  broke  off.  You  will 
naturally  think  in  what  plight  those  captives  must  have  been, 
carried  some  hundreds  of  miles  from  their  own  country. 
Every  thing  had  now  a  different  appearance;  hills,  rivers, 
fields,  v»'oods,  animals,  dress,  customs.  They  were  looked 
on  disdainfully,  and  their  treatment  was  harsh.  They  saw- 
dumb  idols  worshiped  in  contempt  of  the  one  God.  Their 
own  rites  were  the  subject  of  mockery;  they  themselves  in- 
sulted and  ridiculed  for  worshiping  a  Deity  who  had  not 
been  able  to  protect  them;  this  was  an  extreme  affliction  to 
the  more  considerate.  Now  they  saw  themselves  fulfilled, 
what  David  had  long  before  prophesied,  that  they  should  hang 
their  harps  on  the  willows,  and  think  on  Jerusalem  with  tears. 
They  were  stung  to  the  heart  for  their  profligate  abuse  of 
time  in  the  days  of  prosperity.  They  lamented,  wringing 
their  hands:  "  O!  Jerusalem,  O!  our  sanctuary,  how  art  thou 
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Jaid  waste,  and  defiled!  Cf!  good  Jeremiah,  how  afiection- 
ately  didst  thou  counsel  and  forewarn  us!  but  we  despised 
thee.  O!  could  we  recover  past  time!  were  we  restored 
to  our  former  state,  how  would  we  behave!  with  what  assi- 
duity and  fervor  would  we  serve  our  God,  love  one  another, 
and  punctually  observe  all  the  ordinances  of  the  law!"  Vain 
remorse — and  vows,  too  probably,  arising  only  from  a  sharp 
sense  of  their  wretchedness.  They  were  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  Chaldeans,  to  them  they  were  to  bow;  them  they  were  to 
serve,  and  submit  to  their  caprice  and  haughtiness.  -  And  such 
irksome  servitude  would  naturally  obtrude  on  their  minds  the 
sad  remembrance  of  their  former  abuses  of  God's  goodness, 
their  revels,  their  spectacles,  their  avarice,  their  oppression, 
their  voluptuousness,  their  violences,  their  homicides,  and 
other  abominations.  Stripped  of  their  wealth,  they  now  saw 
in  themselves  all  the  miserable  state  of  the  poor,  whom  their 
pitiless  usury  had  exhausted;  they  felt  in  themselves  the  an- 
guish which  their  blindness  and  obduracy  had  caused  to  the 
holy  prophets,  contemptuously  turning  the  deaf  ear  to  them. 
Now  they  grieved  and  vowed,  wept  and  wailed,  when  their 
case  was  irremediable. 

Pilgrim.  I  should  rather  think,  from  your  discourse,  that 
ii  were  much  better  for  them  to  be  thus  chastised,  than  to 
have  continued  in  a  dissolute  prosperity. 

Cleophas.  That  is  no  bad  observation,  son;  for  God  per- 
mits all  things  to  fall  out  for  man's  greatest  good.  Tt  would 
have  been  better,  had  thoy  never  given  occasion  for  such 
chastisement. 

Pilgrim.  Agreed — but  1  have  another  question:  Were 
they  not  compelled  to  worship  the  idols  of  the  country? 

Cleophas.  This  opens  a  new  scene  of  wonders.  This 
king,  Nebuchadnezzar,  had  reduced  the  Ammonites,  Moabites, 
Egyptians,  and  the  whole  coast  of  Lybia,  as  far  as  Spain; 
and  ascribing  such  signal  successes  to  Jupiter  Bolus,  the  idol 
of  his  ancestors,  he  erected  to  it  a  huge  golden  image,  with  a 
proclamation  that  every  one  should  fall  down  and  worship  it, 
and  the  recusants  be  thrown  into  a  fiery  furnace.  You  may 
well  think  how  this  affected  the  Jews,  who  would  rather  have 
died  than  complied.  The  nobility,  and  particularly  three 
youths,  who  had  been  brought  captives  with  Jchoiakim,  were 
first  practised  upon.  The  king  threatened,  and  they  refused: 
they  were  shown  the  flaming  furnace:  even  by  that  they 
were  not  intimidated:  on  which  the  king,  scarcely  possessing 
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himself  through  rage,  ordered  them  to  be  bound,  and  thrown 
in — when,  behold!  the  fire,  that  destroying  element,  made  no 
hurtful  impression  on  these  magnanimous  youths.  Their 
bands  fell  off,  and  they  walked  serenely  together  amidst  the 
flames,  as  in  a  cool  embowered  valley;  and  instead  of  the 
shrieks  and  outcries  expected  from  such  a  place  of  torture, 
the  vast  furnace  resounded  with  strains  of  cheerful  melody: 
and  instead  of  the  wide-blazing  flames,  were  seen  the  re- 
splendent beams  of  an  angelic  form.  Such  wonders  could 
not  fail  of  making  an  advantageous  impression  on  the  king; 
and  thus  saved  not  only  the  three  youths  from  death,  but 
probably  the  whole  race  of  the  Jews  from  utter  extermination, 
and  by  the  most  torturing  deaths  which  idolatrous  bigotry 
could  invent. 

Pilgrim.  These  things  were  unquestionably  the  effects 
of  a  divine  superintendence  in  their  favor. 

CleopJias.  From  a  similar  danger  the  prophet  Daniel  was 
also  delivered  some  years  after,  being,  for  his  attachment  to 
the  sacred-  religion,  thrown  among  a  troop  of  lions,  which 
immediately  were  seen  to  become  as  lambs,  playing  before 
him,  fawning  on  him,  and  licking  his  feet;  and  this  did  not 
proceed  from  their  not  being  hungry;  but  their  voracity  was 
restrained,  and  a  gentleness  infused  into  them;  till  the  king, 
being  by  this  miracle  convinced  that  the  God  whom  Daniel 
worshiped  was  the  true  God,  ordered  his  adversaries  to  be 
thrown  in,  when  the  lions  immediately  showed  themselves 
lions,  tearing  them  to  pieces,  and  devouring  them,  with  a  rage 
as  if  never  to  be  satisfied. 

Pilgrim.  How  gloriously  God  distinguished  his  faithful 
servants! 

Cleophas.  He  also  was  so  eminently  endued  with  wisdom 
and  knowledge,  that  the  magicians,  astrologers,  counsellors, 
scribes,  and  other  learned  men,  whom  kings  used  to  entertain 
about  their  court,  owned  their  great  inferiority  to  Daniel. 
To  him,  nothing  was  difficult  or  obscure.  Many  signal 
events  he  clearly  foretold — not  only  relating  to  the  Jews,  the 
rebuilding  and  destruction  of  this  city,  the  advent  and  office 
of  the  true  Messiah,  his  everlasting  kingdom,  and  his  appear- 
ance at  the  final  judgment;  but  also  in  the  most  perfect  man- 
ner did  he  predict  and  indicate  the  succession  of  the  most 
noted  pagan  monarchies,  their  nature  and  constitution,  their 
commencement  and  duration — and  all  this  so  precisely  and 
perspicuously,  that  his  book  had  much  more  the  air  of  a 
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history  than  of  a  prophecy:  and  though,  at  this  tirne,  Solon 
and  other  philosophers,  were  deservedly  in  high  esteem 
among  the  Greeks,  yet  will  they  not  bear  comparison  with 
the  inspired  Daniel.  His  life  was  remarkable  also  for  its 
leno-th;  for  Nebuchadnezzar  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Evil- 
Merodach,  who  set  Jehoiakim,  king  of  Judah,  at  liberty,  and 
filled  the  throne  thirty  years.  After  him  reigned  Belshazzar, 
a  profane,  luxurious  prince,  who,  to  enhance  the  splendor  of 
one  of  his  revels,  caused  the  sacred  vessels  of  the  temple  to 
be  used;  but,  in  the  height  of  his  ostentation,  God  signified  to 
him,  that  both  his  life  and  crown  would  soon  be  taken  from 
him.  Daniel  outliving  those  monarchs.  was  loaded  with 
favors  by  Darius  the  Mede;  and,  towards  the  end  of  his  life, 
he  immortalized  his  name  in  the  East,  by  a  most  stately 
structure  at  Ecbatana,  the  capital  of  Media,  as  it  still,  in  its 
imperishable  splendor,  shows  the  fragility  of  that  spirit  which 
shone  so  gloriously  in  Daniel. 

Pilgrim.  Blessed  man!  But  concerning  Belshozzar's 
losing  his  kingdom,  I  could  wish  to  hear  some  of  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

Cleophas,  I  shall  be  very  succinct  on  this  head,  confining 
myself  to  w"hat  is  most  material.  There  was  a  king  in 
Media,  called  Astyages,  who  ordered  that  the  infant  of  which 
his  daughter  was  delivered  should  be  exposed  to  the  beasts 
of  the  forest;  it  having  been  prophesied,  that  he  would  prove 
the  overthrow  of  the  kingdom:  but  the  officer,  charged  with 
this  cruel  commission,  so  far  from  executing  it,  privately 
brought  up  the  child.  Cyrus,  for  such  was  his  name,  being 
grown  up,  and  informed  of vhe  prophecy  and  his  grandfather's 
intentions,  applied  to  king  Darius,  by  whose  assistance  he 
drove  Astyages  out  of  Media,  ^nd,  pushing  his  success,  sud- 
denly broke  into  Babylon  at  the  very  time  when  Belshazzar 
was  profaning  the  sacred  vessels  at  a  banquet.  This  punish- 
ment was  notified  to  him  by  a  hand  writing  some  characters 
on  the  wall,  which  none  of  his  wise  \nen  could  explain;  till 
Daniel,  being  consulted,  laid  open  thfejr  fatal  import.  Ac- 
cordingly, that  night,  Belshazzar  fell  by  the  sword;  and  in 
him  ended  the  Assyrian  monarchy,  which,  from  Nimrod,  had 
subsisted  sixteen  hundred  and  thirty-six  ye^rs,  in  an  uninter- 
rupted succession  of  thirty-eight  sovereigns.  This  was  the 
era  of  the  Persian  monarchy  under  the  noble  Cyrus  its  foun- 
der; who,  with  irresistible  valor,  penetrated  imo  Asia,  Syria, 
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Egypt,  and  Armenia,  and  among  other  princes,  subdued  Ci'ffi- 
su3,king  of  Lydia,the  richest  monarch  of  all  his  cctemporaries. 

Pilgrim.  The  surprising  revolutions  in  the  states  of  this 
world!  But  as  measures  often  change  with  sovereigns,  surely 
the  Jews  must  have  been,  in  some  measure,  gainers  or  losers 
by  these  mutations. 

Cleophas.  They  were  great  gainers,  as  you  call  it;  for 
Cyrus,  in  the  very  first  year  of  his  reign,  which  was  the 
seventieth  of  the  captivity,  discharged  the  Jews  from  their 
exile,  and  not  only  caused  the  sacred  vessels  to  be  restored 
to  them,  but  commanded  them  to  rebuild  both  the  temple  and 
city  of  Jerusalem,  assuring  them  of  all  requisite  assistance 
on  his  part.  The  Jews,  with  inexpressible  transports  of  joy, 
assembled  from  all  parts,  under  Zorobabel,  grandson  to  Je- 
hoiakim,  king  of  Judah;  and  being  in  number  betv/een  forty 
and  fifty  thousand,  beside  women  and  children,  men  and 
maid  servants,  together  with  a  multitude  of  camels,  horses, 
mules,  and  asses,  laden  with  gold  and  silver,  furniture,  uten- 
sils, and  especially  the  vessels  of  the  sanctuary,  they  marched 
from  Chaldea  to  this  city,  which  then  lay  in  ruins,  as  at  pre- 
sent: and  after  a  toilsome  journey  of  above  five  hundred 
miles,  through  forests,  wildernesses,  mountains,  cities,  towns, 
and  cultivated  countries,  preserved  by  God's  special  kindness, 
they  at  length  came  in  sight  of  Jerusalem.  At  this  they  set 
up  repeated  shouts,  accompanied  with  trumpets,  sackbuts, 
cornets,  harps,  psalteries,  hymns,  and  every  token  of  exulta- 
tion. 

Pilgrim.  I  seem  to  partake  of  their  joy.  But  how  did 
they  proceed. 

Cleophas.  No  sooner  were  the  beasts  unladen  and  turned 
to  grass,  than  the  iron  crows,  mattocks,  and  pick-axes  were 
at  work,  to  dig  up  the  old  foundations;  and  lines  were  drawn, 
under  the  direction  of  the  eld  men,  who  pointed  out,  "  Here 
stood  this,  and  reached  so  far;  and  there,  that;"  a  tear,  nov/ 
and  then,  falling  down  their  cheeks,  at  the  sight  of  so  many 
affecting  objects.  The  carpenters,  opening  their  chests, 
whetted  their  axes  and  sharpened  their  saws;  the  stone- 
cutters were  no  less  busy;  and,  on  all  sides,  the  smiths  and 
nailers  were  heard.  The  high-priest,  Joshua,  with  other 
principal  men,  superintended  the  works,  and  animated  the 
artificers;  though  their  zeal  was  of  itself  such  as  to  want  no 
incentives  or  exhortations.  Every  thing  was  carried  on  with 
incessant  despatch;  and,  on  the  foundation  of  the  temple  being 


A    PILGRIM    AND    CLEOniAS.  133 

finished,  the  air  rang  with  sounds  of  trumpets,  cymbals,  sack- 
buts,  and  harps,  and  every  musical  instrument,  mingled  with 
the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  people — whilst  the  more  aged, 
who  had  seen  the  first  temple,  wept  at  the  great  disparity. 

Pilgrim,     Strange  contrariety  of  passions! 

Cleophas.  But,  alas!  the  instability  of  human  affairs!  their 
gladness  was  soon  overcast  with  a  cloud  of  sorrow. 

Pilgrim.     How  so?  •. 

Cleophas,  When  the  temple  was  pretty  far  advanced, 
messengers  came  from  some  neighboring  princes,  jealous  of 
the  Jews,  with  orders,  under  the  severest  penalties,  to  cease 
rebuilding  the  city. 

Pilgrim.  Sad,  indeed!  But  how  could  they  presume 
io  countermand  what  Cyrus  had  not  only  permitted,  but 
ordered  ? 

Cleophas.  That  prince,  after  prodigious  successes,  was  at 
last  defeated  by  Tomyris,  queen  of  the  Scythians,  who  cut 
off  his  head,  and  plunged  it  into  a  vessel  of  blood,  saying, 
"As  blood  has  always  been  thy  delight,  now  gorge  thyse.f 
with  it."  Thus  revenging  the  death  of  her  son,  and  all  hi:^ 
nobles,  who  had  a  little  before  been  killed  in  a  battle  against 
Cyrus.  This  great  prince  v/as  succeeded  by  his  son  Cani- 
byses,  who,  being  a  voluptuous  tyrant,  was  easily  wrougr^t 
on  by  the  Samaritans,  and  other  enemies  of  the  Jews;  bi;t 
after  a  reign  of  only  six  years,  his  horse  stumbling,  he  fs^l 
on  his  own  sword.  The  advancement  of  Darius  Hystaspe.s, 
a  wise  and  virtuous  prince,  to  tlie  throne  of  that  monarchy, 
revived  the  depressed  spirits  of  God's  people,  who,  bcir.g 
farther  encouraged  by  the  prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah, 
fell  to  building;  and  herein  their  enemies  could  not  molest 
them,  having  Cyrus'  patent  on  their  side,  beside  the  public 
countenance  of  Darius,  who  had  promoted  Zorobabel  to  be 
his  cupbearer. 

Pilgrim.  Now,  I  hope,  the  building  goes  forward  v/itii- 
out  any  interruption. 

Cleophas.  The  temple  was  finished  in  the  sixth  year  oi 
Darius,  and  consecrated  with  great  solemnity:  but  the  walls, 
and  most  part  of  the  city,  still  lay  in  ruins,  partly  througfi 
inability,  and  want  of  sufficient  protection.  Afterwards,  in 
the  reign  of  Xerxes,  who  had  succeeded  Darius,  Ezra,  the 
scribe,  a  person  of  extraordinary  abilities,  came  to  Jerusalem,, 
bringing  with  him  a  great  number  of  people,  and  much  riches. 
He  was  soon  followed  by  Nehemiah,  chief  cupbearer  to 
12 
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Artaxerxes,  who,  being  informed  of  the  city's  distress,  obtained 
the  king's  leave  to  go  thitlier.  These  glorious  patriots  gave 
themselves  no  rest,  till  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  were  completely 
repaired,  and  the  gates  hung.  They  also  caused  the  people 
to  be  instructed  in  the  Book  of  the  Law ;  and  settled  every 
thing  on  the  best  footing:  they  also,  sword  in  hand,  opposed 
their  envious  enemies,  and  baffled  all  their  plots  and  devices. 
In  a  word,  more  good  did  they  do  to  the  Jewish  people,  than 
Junius  Brutus  and  Lucius  Collatinus  had,  thirty  j^ears  before, 
done  to  the  Romans,  abolishing  the  regal  government,  after 
a  term  of  two  hundred  and  forty-four  years,  under  seven 
kings;  at  which  period  Rome  began  to  be  governed  by  consuls, 
as  the  Jews  by  princes  and  high-priests.  Of  the  former,  the 
first  was  Resah  Mesullam,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah:  of  the  latter, 
Jehoiakim,  of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  Under  these  lived  Malachi,  a 
prophet;  and,  as  the  last  of  that  sacred  class,  he  has  prophe- 
sied concerning  these  and  other  times  to  come. 

Pilgrim.  So  the  light  of  prophecy  now  withdrev/,  and,  as 
it  were,  sealed  itself  up. 

Cleophas.  Yes — but  God  did  not  forsake  the  v.-orld,  so  as 
to  withhold  from  it  all  manner  of  teaching  and  instruction: 
the  beams  of  divine  testimony  shone  very  gloriously  among 
'  the  pagans:  for,  not  to  mention  the  famous  prophecies  of  the 
Sibyls,  a  great  number  of  philosophers  in  Italy,  Greece,  and 
Persia,  as  Simonides,  Pythagoras,  the  laughing  Democritus, 
and  weeping  Heraclitus,  exposed  the  folly  of  most  human 
wishes,  and  the  blindness  and  evils  of  our  passions,  at  the 
same  time  exhorting  them  to  place  their  happiness  in  religious 
and  moral  duties.  And  of  the  emptiness  and  fragility  of 
worldly  grandeur,  these  times  afforded  two  striking  instances: 
Xerxes,  v*di65'4n  a  mad  expedition  against  Greece,  threw  away 
an  army  of  ten  hundred  thousand  men;  and  Themistocles, 
who,  after  saving  Athens  by  the  defeat  of  that  multitude,  was 
banished. 

Pilgrim.  Now,  father,  if  you  please,  let  us  hear  farther 
of  the  Jewish  concerns. 

Cleophas.  And  they  contain  particulars  not  unworthy  of 
notice;  for  that  people,  now  rejoicing  in  the  exercise  of  their 
religion,  and  the  enjoyment  of  ease  and  freedom  at  home, 
after  a  harsh  servitude  in  a  foreign  country,  were  on  the  point 
of  being  extirpated  root  and  branch. 

Pilgrim.  Surely  they  did  not  return  to  their  former  pro- 
voking impieties. 
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CleojjJias.  The  case  was  this:  Xerxes  had  been  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Artaxerxes  Longimanus,  (also  styled 
Ahasuerus,)  who,  repudiating  his  queen  Vashti,  married  a 
Jewish  maiden,  called  Esther.  Mordecai,  her  uncle,  not  pay- 
ins;  to  Haman,  the  king's  favorite,  the  homage  required,  this 
haiighty  courtier  surreptitiously  obtained  an  order  for  slaying, 
on  a  fixed  day,  all  the  Jews,  young  and  old,  and  of  both  sexes, 
wherever  they  were  found.  Imagine  the  consternation  and 
agonies  of  a  people,  thus,  by  royal  authority,  devoted  to  de- 
struction; the  mutual  lamentation  of  parents  and  children,  of 
husbands  and  wives;  whilst  the  enemies  of  the  Jews  insulted 
over  them,  and  prepared  weapons  for  the  massacre.  But  all 
moderate  persons  openly  said,  the  king's  goodness  had  been 
surprised,  and  exclaimed  against  the  inhuman  adviser  of  such 
a  decree.  Now  the  Jews  had  nothing  but  death  before  their 
eyes,  when,  behold!  God,  who  is  wonderful  in  all  his  works, 
a^^erts  the  danger!  Scarcely  had  the  orders  reached  the 
farthest  borders  of  the  land,  when  fresh  expresses,  who  had 
been  strictly  commanded  to  use  all  possible  expedition,  bring 
advice  of  a  revolution  at  court;  that  Haman,  at  whose  insti- 
gation the  order  had  been  issued,  was  hanged  on  a  gallows 
above  seventy  feet  high;  that  Mordecai,  who  had  given  infor- 
^nation  of  a  plot  against  the. king's  life,  was  advanced  to  the 
highest  honors;  and  that,  at  the  request  of  queen  Esther,  the 
former  order  was  repealed,  and  in  case  of  any  injury  offered 
to  the  Jews,' they  were  allowed  to  repel  force  by  force.  This 
their  enemies  at  first  refused  to  credit,  till  they  had  the  mor- 
tification of  seeing  it  formally  published.  On  this  signal  de- 
liverance, a  sacred  writer  of  ours  says,  ''The  Jews  had  light, 
and  gladness,  and  joy,  and  honor,  and  in  every  town  a  feast, 
and  a  good  day;  and  the  people  of  the  land  became  Jews;  and 
the  fear  of  the  Jews  fell  upon  them." 

Pilgrim.  Men  being  apt  to  be  lifted  up  with  prosperity, 
did  not  the  Jews  entertain  some  hopes  that  their  former  mon- 
archy would  be  restored? 

Cleophas,  Very  small  ground  was  there  for  any  such  con- 
ceits. Indeed,  the  government  of  their  priests  went  on  in 
quiet  and  good  order.  Eliasib,  who  had  succeeded  Jehoia- 
kim  in  that  office,  held  it  above  forty  years;  and,  on  his  de- 
cease, it  was  conferred  on  Jehoiada.  Yet,  from  the  natural 
mutability  of  all  worldly  things,  this  was  no  sure  foundation 
for  any  higher  hopes;  for,  omitting  the  bloody  wars,  which 
exhausted  Greece,  that  country  was  afflicted  with  a  strange 


136  DIALOGUE    BETWEEN 

pestilence,  th6  hands,  'tlie  feet,  and  even  the  heads  of  some 
dropping  off.  Great  num,bers,  impatient  of  the  burning  heat 
which  attended  this  distemper,  threw  themselves  into  any 
waters,  vv^here  they  miserably  perished./  Other  countries  also 
groaned  under  wars,  and  other  deleterious  calamities.  What 
other  conclusion  then  can  we  form  from  all  this,  than  that 
drawn  by  the  really  wise  men  of  that  age,  Socrates,  Hippo- 
-crates,  Aristophanes,  and  others,  that  no  earthly  attainments 
can  compare  with  the  v/ell-being  of  the  soul? 

Pilgrim.  Yet  has  not  the  well-being  of  the  body  its 
value  too? 

Cleophas.  This  I  admit:  and  therefore  i  wj,ll  relate  a  his- 
tory,' which  will  lead  us  to  understand  the  r^I  good  of  the 
soul,  although  it  relates  chiefly  to  the  things  of  the  body. 

Pilgrim.     How  did  it  fare  with  the  Persian  empire? 

Cleophas.  Ai'ter  the  death  of  Longimanus,  who  reigned 
forty-four  years,  Darius  Nothus  took  the  sceptre.  In  the 
eighth  year  of  his  reign,  Johannan  was  made  prince  of  the 
Jews,  and  reigned  over  them  fifty-three  years.  But,  after 
Nothus,  Artaxerxes  Mnemon  came  upon  the  throne  of  Persia, 
v/hich  he  maintained  thirty-six  years,  having  vanquished  his 
brother  Cyrus  in  battle.  After  that,  Ochus  reigned  twenty- 
six  years,  bringing  many  kingdoms  under  his  dominion. 

Pilgriin,  I  remember  that  many  remarkable  events  have 
:aken  place  in  this  period. 

Cleophas.  O!  yes,  my  son!  But  I  need  not  here  describe 
the  distress  in  Rome,  when  the  Gauls  had  nearly  taken  pos- 
session of  it:  nor  will  I  mention  the  glories  of  Greece,  when 
Plato,  Diogenes,  Aristotle,  and  other  great  men,  spread  over 
it  the  light  of  their  philosoph}^  Much  less  would  I  stop  to  ad- 
mire the  famous  tomb  of  Mausolus,  called  Mausoleum,  one  of 
thd  wonders  of  the  world.  These  are  affairs  too  trifling  and 
transient,  to  deserve  much  attention:  for  where  are  the  wall&of 
Babylon,  which  Semiramis  had  built  with  so  much  magnifi- 
cence only  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  which,  according  to 
Pliny,  were  six  thousand  four  hundred  stadia  long,  one  hun- 
dred feet  thick,  and  four  times  as  high?  Yea,  where  is  Semi- 
ramis  herself,  with  that  immense  army  of  one  million  seven 
hundred  thousand  foot,  and  two  hundred  thousand  horse, 
which  she  brought  against  Zoroaster,  with  four  hundred  thou- 
sand, and  conquered  him? 

Pilgrim.  How  is  it  possible,  father,  that  so  many  mer, 
can  be  a.ssembled  together? 
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Cleophas.  There  is  nothing  wonderful  in  this:  the  human 
race  has  been  greatly  multiplied  by  reason  of  the  longevity 
of  the  early  patriarchs.  Suppose  one  of  them  to  have  had 
ten  sons  in  a  hundred  years,  and  each  of  them,  in  the  next 
hundred  years,  a  family  often  sons  also,  you  may  easily  cal- 
culate how,  in  a  thousand  years,  a  thousand  millions  of 
branches  may  issue  from  a  single  stem.  ' 

Pilgrim.     Father,  this  is  indeed  amazing! 

Cleophas.  It  is  so,  my  son.  But  where  are  all  these 
things  now?  they  are  all  gone  to  destruction.  Where  is  the 
temple  of  Diana,  at  Ephesus,  the  pride  of  all  Asia?  It  is  crum- 
bled into  a  mouldering  heap  of  ruins.  Where  is  the  temple 
of  Olympus,  with  its  beautiful  statue  of  Jupiter?  And  where 
all  the  splendor  of  the  Olympian  games?  Naught  remains 
but  a  few  withered  fragments.  And  the  costly  mausoleum, 
which  queen  Artemisia  constructed  in  honor  of  her  husband, 
is  it  not  levelled  to  the  ground?  All  these  ruins  show  what 
is  the  end  of  the  famous  and  splendid  works  of  men.  The 
same  will  be  the  fate  of  the  Pharos,  the  wonder  of  Alexandria; 
and  of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  though  they  yet  stand,  in 
strength  and  beauty,  raising  their  majestic  heads  to  the  clouds. 
Some  of  them  begin  now  to  wear  the  marks  of  decay,  and 
all  will  come  down  at  last;  for  nothing  in  this  world  will  stand 
for  ever.  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  colossus  at  Rhodes,  that 
^at  metallic  statue,  erected  over  the  harbor  of  Rhodes? 
The  vessels,  with  their  masts,  could  pass  under  it;  and  the 
light  on  the  top  guided  the  mariners  far  out  to  sea.  It  was 
reckoned  among  the  wonders  of  the  world,  and  stood  for  two 
centuries,  a  monument  of  human  power  and  skill;  but  how 
easily  the  finger  of  God  could  demolish  it!  In  an  instant  it 
was  overthrown  by  an  earthquake;  and  the  swell  of  the  sea, 
caused  by  the  falling  mass,  threatened  the  city  itself  with 
destruction.  Turn  now  your  eyes  to  fortresses,  to  towns 
accounted  impregnable — how  often  are  they  dismantled,  or 
even  razed  to  the  ground!  How  was  Tyre!  renowned  for 
its  strength,  opulence,  and  commerce — and  relying  on  its 
situation,  being  separated  from  the  continent  by  the  sea,  it  bid 
defiance  to  Alexander  the  Great;  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence? He  immediately  set  his  army  to  work,  and  carried 
on  a  mole  from  the  main  land  to  the  city,  made  himself  mas- 
ter of  it;  and,  as  had  been  prophesied,  demolishing  its  wall, 
turned  its  palaces  into  stables,  and  its  fine  houses  became 
f^hermen's  huts — but  enough  of  foreign  transactions.  Let 
12* 
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US  now  return  to  the  history  of  my  countrymen,  though  many 
are  the  melancholy  scenes  it  offers:  for  it  is  ever  their  fate  to 
lie  under  the  oppressive  yoke  of  the  heathen,  who  never 
treated  them  with  common  humanity. 

Pilgrim.     Say  you  so^  father? 

Cleophas.  O!  it  is  lamentable,  that  the  sacred  priesthood 
should  have  been  so  dreadfully  polluted!  Johannan,  succes- 
sor to  Jehoiada,  caused  his  own  brother,  Jesus,  to  be  murdered 
in  the  temple.  This  drew  on  us  the  ravages  and  extortions 
of  Bagoses,  the  Persian  general,  who  vexed  the  land  seven 
long  years — the  above  murder,  committed  in  such  a  place, 
having  increased  his  contempt  both  of  our  nation  and  the 
temple. 

Pilgrim.     Melancholy  events,  indeed! 

Cleophas.  It  was  not  long  before  something  rather  worse 
fell  out:  for  Johannan  having  left  two  sons,  and  the  elder, 
Jaddus,  being  high-priest,  Manasses,  the  other,  married  a  Sa- 
maritan woman,  and  raised  a  schism  in  Israel.  But  what 
was  still  worse,  to  harden  the  Samaritans  in  their  error,  he 
built  another  temple  on  mount  Gerizim.  and  induced  many  to 
bring  their  offerings  thither,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
law,  and  the  scandal  of  the  people  in  general.  And  these 
variances  occasioned  unspeakable  calamities. 

Pilgrim.  Was  there  no  officer  of  the  king  of  Persia,  who 
could  suppress  these  disorders?  # 

Cleophas.  That  kingdom  was  also  in  a  miserable  con- 
dition. 

Pilgrim.     In  what  respect? 

Cleophas.  After  Arsames,  who  had  succeeded  Ochus,  the 
crown  was  conferred  on  another  Darius,  on  whom  the  famous 
Alexander,  son  to  Philip,  king  of  Macedonia,  made  war:  and 
his  troops  being  veterans,  well  disciplined,  and  naturally 
brave,  he,  without  much  difficulty,  totally  defeated  Darius' 
general.  To  retrieve  this  check,  Darius  marched  in  person 
against  him,  with  an  army  three  times  superior  in  number 
to  that  of  Alexander.  Yet,  so  much  does  good  discipline 
avail,  the  king,  with  his  multitude,  were  routed;  his  mother, 
wife,  and  children,  taken  prisoners:  and  Alexander,  improv- 
ing this  signal  victory,  reduced  several  provinces,  pene- 
trated into  Syria,  took  Damascus,  Sidon,  and  other  famous 
cities;  and  then  proceeded  to  lay  siege  to  Tyre,  an  object  fit 
for  his  boundless  love  of  military  glory,  it  being,  in  those  times, 
held  impregnable,  as  it  was  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  open 
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sea;  yet  by  means  of  some  stupendous  works,  he  made  him- 
self master  of  it,  though  not  till  after  seven  months,  the  in- 
habitants making  a  very  vigorous  defence.  In  the  mean 
time,  Sanballat,  Prince  of  Samaria,  availing  himself  of  this 
opportunit}',  went  and  paid  homage  to  Alexander;  of  whom, 
by  his  adulatory  submissions,  he  obtained  leave  for  his  son- 
in-law  Manasses,  to  build  a  temple  on  mount  Gerizim.  The 
beginning  of  this  unhappy  schism  among  the  Jews  may  be 
dated  at  about  two  hundred  years  after  the  Babylonish  Cap- 
tivity. ,.. 

PilgHm.  But  Jerusalem — how  did  matters  go  there 
amidst  these  confusions? 

Cleophas.  The  vicinity  of  such  a  conqueror  filled  the  city 
with  apprehensions;  for  Jaddus  the  high-priest,  having  been 
something  tardy  in  attending  on  Alexander,  he  was  highly 
incensed,  and  threatened  the  city  with  fire  and  sword.  Ac- 
cordingly after  reducing  Tyre,  Gaza,  and  many  other  places 
much  more  defensible  than  Jerusalem,  he  directed  his  march 
thither.  The  earth  shook  under  the  rapid  steps  of  his  army, 
whilst  in  Jerusalem  all  was  terror  and  desolation.  How- 
ever, they  who  have  God  for  their  refuge  are  always  safe. 
A  solemn  prayer  being  appointed,  the  high-priest  was  directed 
to  present  himself  before  Alexander  in  his  vestments,  and 
attended  by  all  the  others  of  his  order  in  the  same  manner; 
when  that  prince,  to  whom  it  had  been  made  known  in  a 
dream  that  this  venerable  person  was  the  high-priest  of  the 
God  to  whom  he  owed  his  victories,  instead  of  resentment 
and  fury,  received  him  with  affability,  and  even  paid  him  the 
greatest  honors. 

Pilgrbn.     How  wonderful  are  God's  dealings! 

Cleophas,  His  acknowledgments  were  not  limhed  to  the 
liigh-priest.  He  conferred  great  privileges  on  this  city  and 
the  Jewish  people,  made  costly  donations  to  the  temple,  and, 
advancing  into  Egypt,  overran  the  whole  country,  and  all 
the  northern  coast  of  Africa;  where,  as  a  monument  of  his 
successes,  he  founded  the  city  of  Alexandria.  Afterwards, 
returning  into  Persia,  he  totally  subdued  that  kingdom,  and, 
extended  his  dominion  as  far  as  India.  Such  was  the  period 
of  the  Persian  monarchy,  two  hundred  and  eighty  years  after 
its  ibundation  by  Cyrus;  and  on  its  ruins  arose  the  third 
monarchy,  or  that  of  the  Greeks,  something  less  than  thres 
hundred  years  after  the  Captivity  of  Babylon. 
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Pilgrim.  Now  appearances  seem  to  promise  a  settled 
quiet  and  happiness  to  the  Jews. 

Cleophas.  Alas!  so  very  far  were  these  appearances 
from  being  realized,  that  unspeakable  miseries  poured  on  this 
poor  people  with  little  or  no  respite;  for  Alexander  the  Great 
dying,  and  his  heirs  quarrelling  about  superiority,  Ptolemy 
Lagus,  king  of  Egypt,  in  the  tenth  year  of  Onias  the  high- 
priest,  fraudulently  surprised  this  city,  coming  in  with  his 
army  on  the  Sabbalh  day,  under  the  appearance  of  amity. 
The  people  were  all  attending  divine  worship.  Imagine  their 
consternation  at  the  trampling  of  the  horses,  and  the  glitter- 
ing of  the  arms:  and  now  the  Egyptians,  by  their  command- 
er's order,  fell  to  ransacking  and  pillaging  the  houses,  and 
binding  the  young  and  middle  aged,  to  the  number  of  a  hun- 
dred and  tvv'enty  thousand,  who  were  driven  along  like  sheep, 
to  be  slaves  to  that  tyrannic  prince. 

Pilgrim.     A  base-minded  tyrant,  indeed! 

Cleophas.  But  ever  honored  be  the  memory  of  a  descend- 
ant of  his,  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  an  excellent  prince,  who  not 
only  released  the  Jewish  captives,  but,  for  the  advancement 
of  civil  and  religious  knowledge,  founded  a  library,  consist- 
ing of  seven  hundred  thousand  books,  collected  at  a  vast  ex- 
pense from  all  parts.  Pie  also  sent  to  the  high-priest  Eleazar 
for  a  complete  copy  of  the  Bible,  and  employed  seventy  per- 
sons, eminent  for  their  literature,  to  translate  it  into  Grcek. 
By  this  encouragement  of  science,  Ptolemy  may  truly  be 
said  to  have  gained  more  real  glory,  than  king  Pyrrhus  in 
his  wars. 

Pilgrim.  It  is  delightful  to  hear  of  men,  who  have  the 
cultivation  of  virtue  and  useful  literature  at  heart,  and  the 
happiness  it  sheds  on  their  lives. 

Cleophas.  That  is  very  well  said;  and,  indeed  neither 
Seleucus,  who  conquered  all  Asia,  nor  Antiochus  Magnus, 
nor  Arsaces,  the  mighty  king  of  the  Parthians,  nor  Sesostris, 
whose  victories  are  so  vaunted  by  the  Egyptians,  nor  any  of 
those  warriors  who  signalized  themselves  about  this  time,  do 
I  account  so  happy  as  those  placid  sages,  who  laid  out  their 
talents  in  reforming  mankind  by  wise  discourses;  among 
whom  Jesus,  the  son  of  Sirach,  who  lived  at  Alexandria  un- 
der Ptolemy  Euergetes,  is  not  one  of  the  least,  as  the  volume 
he  has  left  abundantly  testifies;  more  true  wisdom  being 
found  in  it,  than  in  all  the  compositions  of  Stoic,  EpicureaSj 
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and  Platonic  philosophers,  though  both  they  and  the  Pytha- 
gorean and  Peripatetic,  had  many  followers.  O!  that  Israel 
had  been  suffered  to  live  in  peace!  how  would  it  have  retrieved 
all  its  former  calamities!  how  would  every  happiness  have 
flourished  within  its  borders!  But  now  it  was  on  both  sides 
exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  powerful  kings  of  Egypt  and 
Syria,  who  since  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great,  were  per- 
petually at  war  for  the  sovereignty;  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
Jews,  and  particularly  of  this  city  of  Jerusalem,  are  scarce  to 
be  credited:  for  Ptolemy  Philopater  having  defeated  Antio- 
chus  Magnus,  in  which  action  sixty  thousand  Jews  were  slain, 
he  came  up  to  Jerusalem  under  a  show  of  devotion;  but  pre- 
suming to  enter  the  temple,  all  the  priests  and  people  broke 
out  into  the  most  passionate  entreaties  and  lamentations; 
which  he  disregarding  was  miraculously  punished.  This 
so  inflamed  his  natural  cruelty,  that  by  his  order,  many 
thousands  of  all  ranks  and  ages  were  bound  with  cords  and 
dragged  away  to  Alexandria,  where  they  were  to  be  given  up 
to  be  killed  by  the  king's  elephants.  But  here  as  in  the  case 
of  Daniel,  God  was  pleased  to  interpose,  and  in  his  unfathom- 
able mercy,  to  give  a  very  unexpected  issue  to  the  affair. 
The  elephants  would  not  touch  the  weeping  Jews;  and  the 
king  relented,  not  only  setting  them  at  liberty,  but  sending 
them  home  again  with  rich  presents.  The  day  of  their  return 
was  a  day  of  great  gladness  at  Jerusalem,  and  commemorated 
by  a  stately  pillar,  still  to  be  seen  among  the  antiquities  of 
this  city. 

Pilgrim.  What  calamities  this  people  must  have  passed 
through!  I  do  not  wonder  now,  that  the  remcmbrace  of  them 
should  draw  tears  from  one  of  your  disposition. 

Cleophas.  Ah!  son,  much  more  affecting  histories  still 
remain.  It  happened  that  when  Janna  Hyrcanus  succeeded 
his  lather  as  a  prince  of  Judah,  and  Onias  was  high-priest, 
Antiochus  Epiphanes  ascended  the  throne  of  Syria.  This  was 
in  the  hundred  and  sixty-first  year  of  the  Grecian  monarchy. 
This  monarch  had  made  some  motions  towards  the  conquest 
of  Egypt,  and  was  in  a  fair  way  of  carrying  his  point,  when 
letters  were  brought  to  him  from  Rome,  enjoining  him  to  de- 
sist and  march  back.  Enraged  at  such  a  prey  being  snatch- 
ed out  of  his  hand,  he  turned  his  arms  against  Jerusalem, 
which  now  was  crowded  with  ravaging  soldiers.  The  golden 
altars,  the  censers,  the  crowns,  and  all  the  other  costly  orna- 
ments of  the  sanctuary,  were  confusedly  thrown  together 
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and  carried  away.  From  rapine  the  barbarians  proceeded  io 
carnage,  murdering  all  v/ho  came  in  their  way.  Immense 
was  the  spoil  which  he  carried  with  him  to  Antioch;  yet 
that  did  not  satisfy  his  rancor.  He  was  displeased  with  him- 
self for  not  having  utterly  destroyed  the  city,  and  two  years 
after,  actually  sent  a  very  numerous  army,  under  Apollonius, 
on  that  cruel  service.  Such  a  visit  being  quite  unexpected, 
the  inhabitants  trembled  at  the  sio-ht  of  the  ensigns  and  the 
sound  of  martial  instruments.  They  could  unquestionably 
have  kept  him  out;  but  pretending  peace  and  good-will,  and 
that  his  forces  were  designed  for  some  other  expedition,  he 
entered  the  city  on  a  Sabbath  day.  Then  came  on  such  a 
scene!  Immediately  the  soldiers  fell  to  work  with  their  swords 
and  spears.  Every  street  resounded  with  the  cry  of  murder; 
the  gutters  ran  with  blood;  wives  saw  their  husbands  expiring 
under  repeated  wounds;  children  were  killed  in  the  cradle, 
or  their  brains  dashed  out  against  the  walls;  never  was  such 
misery:  and  when  all  places  were  covered  with  dead  bodies, 
to  the  number  of  not  less  than  eighty  thousand,  and  about 
forty  thousand  were  bound  and  set  apart  to  be  sold  for  slaves, 
those  barbarians  set  fire  to  the  city  in  several  places,  demo- 
lished the  walls  and  towers,  and  on  that  hill  which  is  called 
Akra,  they  built  a  citadel,  placing  in  it  a  strong  garrison. 
As  this  was  the  most  dreadful  calamity  Jerusalem  ever  knew, 
would  to  God  it  had  been  the  last! 

Pilgi'hn.     Are  we  to  hear -of  more  calamities? 

Cleophas.  Alas!  yes.  The  corruption  and  abolishment 
of  religious  worship,  in  which  consisted  the  chief  glory  of 
Israel,  above  all  other  nations.  Onias,  the  high-priest,  a  very 
pious  man,  yet  treacherously  murdered,  left  two  sons,  Jason 
and  Menelaus,  who  quarreling  about  the  succession  to  their 
father's  office,  supplanted  each  other  by  offers  of  great  sums 
to  Antiochus,  and  engaging  themselves  to  adopt  the  pagan 
rites:  no  good  was  to  be  expected  from  those  who  had,  by 
such  base  and  impious  means,  got  into  the  sanctuary;  accord- 
ingly the  immoralities  of  both  were  notorious;  instead  of  per- 
forming so  much  as  the  ceremonial  functions,  they  gave  them- 
selves up  to  diversions  and  merriment;  the  temple  was  pro- 
faned, and  even  in  the  Holy  of  Holies  was  an  altar  erected  to 
Jupiter  Olympus:  the  king  put  forth  an  ordinance,  that  there 
should  be  but  one  religion  in  the  country,  and  whoever  acted 
contrary  to  it,  should  suffer  death.  To  enforce  this  severe 
ordiriance^  he  sent  an  officer  of  a  savage  disposition,  who  amidst 


A    FILGRIM    AND    CLEOPIIAS.  143 

many  other  acts  of  tyranny,  fore  the  Book  of  the  Law,  forbade 
circumcising  children,  forced  the  people  to  sacrifice  to  idols, 
and  eat  swine's  fledi;  men  whose  age  naturally  claimed  re- 
gard, were  dragged  to  torturing  deaths;  two  women  were 
hung  over  the  city  wall,  with  their  infants  tied  to  their  breasts, 
only  for  having  circumcised  them;  a  mother  and  seven  sons 
were  fried  in  pans  for  refusing  to  eat  swine's  flesh,  and  this 
inconceivable  torment  they  went  througli  with  magnanimity 
and  even  triumph;  in  short,  there  was  nothing  but  hanging, 
burning,  slaughtering,  and  torturing:  the  wretcli  of  a  governor 
knowing,  that  the  more  cruelties  he  committed,  his  conduct 
would  be  the  more  approved. 

Pilgrim.  In  what  a  deplorable  condition  was  that  poor 
country! 

Cleophas.  There  was  no  quiet  or  safety  but  in  an  impious 
hypocrisy,  and  action  contrary  to  God's  holy  lavv-;  good  per- 
sons fled  from  their  homes  into  wildernesses,  and  among  the 
hills,  secreting  themselves  in  caves  an-d  pits,  suflering  hunger, 
the  inclemency  of  the  v/eaiher,  and  all  kinds  of  distress;  and, 
alas!  this  is  even  now  the  case  of  great  numbers  of  my  coun- 
trymen. 

Pilgrim.  I  cannot  blame  these  interruptions  of  overwhelm- 
ing sorrow. 

Cleophas.  Yes,. great  numbers  of  my  countrymen  are 
groaning  under  the  like  calamities,  and  this  often  oppresses 
my  great  age;  but  this  I  vv'ill  drop  for  the  present,  and  go  on 
with  the  history. 

Pilgrim.  Was  no  deliverer  to  be  found,  v/ho  would  rescue 
his  country  from  such  distress? 

Cleophas.  It  was  not  to  be  expected.  Prince  Janna  Hyr- 
canus,  of  the  race  of  Judah,  had  been  murdered;  the  nobles 
were  forced  into  exile;  and  of  the  priests  they  who  had  es- 
caped the  sword  were  fled. 

Pilgrim.  Did  not  then  the  princes  of  Judah  subsist  down 
to  this  time? 

Cleophas.  Yes,  for  Resah  Mesullam,  who  was  of  royal 
blood,  and  reigned  sixty-six  years,  was  succeeded  by  prince 
Johannan,  who  reigned  fifty-three  years;  after  him  Judas  Hyr- 
canus  fourteen  years,  Joseph  seven  years,  Abner  Temi  ele- 
ven years,  Mattathias  Hell  twenty-two  years,  Assar  Mahat 
nine  years,  Naggit  Arphaxad  ten  years,  Egar  Eli  eight  years, 
Mashlot  Nahum  seven  years,  Amos  Syrach  fourteen  years, 
Mattathias  Silo  ten  years,  Joseph  Arses  sixty-six  years,  and 
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lastly,  his  successor  was  this  Janna  Hyrcanns  who  reigned 
sixteen  years;  the  aggregate  of  all  will  amount,  including 
the  fifty-eight  years  ofZorobabel's  government,  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  yeari?,  being  the  interval  between  the  Babylonish 
Captivity  and  this  dismal  tragedy. 

Pilgrim.  Certainly  the  drift  of  such  a  procedure  must 
have  been  the  utter  extirpating  of  the  whole  Jewish  race,  and 
of  the  worship  which  was  instituted  by  God  himself. 

Cleophas.  ■  Nothing  less  would  have  been  the  event  with- 
out a  manifest  divine  interposition. 

Pilgrim.     And  pray  what  was  it? 

Cleophas.  You  see  yonder  a  mountain,  a  considerable 
way  off  to  the  north-west,  v\'ith  some  ruins  on  it? 

Pilgrim.     I  observe  it. 

Cleophas.  ^  There  fprmerly  stood  a  little  town  called  Mo- 
din,  and  its  priest  at  that  time  was  Mattathias,  theson  of  As- 
moneus,  a  man. universally  esteemed;  his  generous  heart 
melted  to  see  the  holy  city  destroyed,  the  law  trampled  under 
foot,  and  his  kindred  and  people  massacred  for  their  faithful 
adherence  to  the  pure  religion  of  their  fathers.  A  Jew,  purely 
as  an  insult  to  this  good  priest,  making  an  offering  to  idols, 
it  incensed  him  to  that  degree,  that  he  laid  the  apostate  and 
Antiochus'  officer  dead  at  his  feet;  then,  with  his  family  and 
no  inconsiderable  number  of  persons,  detesting  this  foreign 
tyranny,  betook  himself  to  the  hilly  parts  of  the  desert.  The 
soldiery  on  the  report  of  such  a  bold  action,  being  imme- 
diately assembled,  marched  in  quest  of  him,  and  the  Jews 
making  no  resistance,  it  being  the  Sabbath  v/hen  they  w^ere 
attacked,  great  numbers  perished  in  caverns  by  the  sword  and 
fire;  till,  at  the  persuasion  of  Mattathias,  they  were  brought 
to  defend  themselves  on  that  day.  And  it  is  not  at  all  incon- 
sistent with  religion  to  dispense  with  the  strictness  of  the  law 
on  a  very  weighty  exigency,  the  law  being  made  for  man,  and 
not  man  for  the  law.  Mattathias,  after  gloriously  asserting 
the  Jewish  liberty  against  superior  forces,  reviving  many  of 
the  sacred  rites,  and  demolishing  the  idolatrous  altars,  was 
gathered  to  his  fathers,  leaving  five  wise  and  valiant  sons,  and 
the  chief  command  to  one  of  them,  called  Judas  IMaccabeus, 
as  most  capable  of  completing  the  good  work  which  he  had 
begun. 

Pilgrim.  This  must  naturally  be  attended  with  great 
disturbances. 


A    PILGRIM    AND    CLEOPHAS.  145 

CleopJias.  O!  exceeding  great!  Levies  were  daily  mak- 
ing, to  quell  these  superstitious  rebels,  as  the  Jews  were  called, 
who  had  dared  (o  oppose  the  king's  authority;  but  Judas, 
though  with  only  a  handful  of  men,  in  comparison  of  the 
pagan  forces,  by  his  conduct  and  courage,  his  prayers,  and 
firm  confidence  in  the  divine  favor,  gave  them  several  defeats; 
and  particularly  he  overthrew  Lysias,  wfiom  Antiochus  had 
appointed  chief  governor  of  the  country,  placing  great  confi- 
dence in  his  talents.  The  spirit  of  religion,  with  which  the 
Jews  were  animated,  also  made  them  perform  wonders. 
Flushed  with  successes,  they  marched  to  Jerusalem — the 
streets  of  which,  covered  with  grass,  and  the  burnt  walls, 
drew  from  them  tears  of  indignation.  They  cleansed  the 
temple,  rebuilt  the  sanctuary,  and  set  all  things  right  with 
such  despatch,  that,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  December,  the 
dedication  was  solemnized,  with  all  the  pomp  the  state  of 
their  afiiiirs  permitted:  and,  to  this  day,  Judas'  achievements 
are  commemorated  on  a  stated  anniversary.  Afterwards 
the  combined  armies  of  several  heathen  people,  took  the  field 
under  Timotheus,  an  Ammonite  general,  and  of  great  re- 
nown in  war.  But  what  are  skill,  courage,  and  numbers, 
against  divine  assistance!  Judas  dispersed  them  with  great 
slaughter,  and  reduced  several  of  their  principal  places. 

Pilgrim.     How  did  king  Antiochus  relish  this? 

Cleophas.  He  had  marched  into  Persia  in  hope  of  be- 
coming master  of  the  vast  treasures  of  that  kingdom ;  but 
miscarrviniT  in  his  desigrn,  and  receivino;  such  bad  news  from 
Judea,  of  the  defeat  of  his  armies,  and  the  loss  of  many  cities, 
it  threw  him  into  the  most  frantic  rage,  so  that,  as  his  chariot 
was  by  his  command  driving  furiously,  on  his  return,  to  go 
against  the  Jews^  he  fell  down  on  the  ground,  which  was 
followed  by  a  loathsome  and  incurable  disease;  and,  after 
lingering  in  stench  and  torture,  he  died  at  Babylon,  under  an 
agonizing  sense,  that  his  disease  was  the  punishment  of  hig 
impieties:  but  he  left  a  son,  named  Antiochus  Eupator. 

Pilgrim.  Who,  1  suppose,  prosecuted  the  war  against 
God's  people. 

Cleophas.  Yes — and  with  no  small  force.  At  first  lie 
came  with  an  army  of  a  hundred  thousand  foot,  twenty 
thousand  horse,  and  thirty-two  elephants,  equipped  in  a  war- 
like manner,  and  laid  siege  to  the  castle  of  Bethsura,  the 
ruins  of  which  are  still  to  be  seen  on  yonder  rock.  Yet, 
with  alibis  superiority,  he  could  not  get  the  better  of  Judas ; 
13 
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but,  by  surreptitious  means,  he  stole  into  the  city,  where  he 
lorded  it  at  will.  Soon  after,  intending  for  Antioch,  he  and 
Lysias,  his  favorite  general,  were  murdered  by  the  contriv- 
ance of  Demetrius,  who  sent  Bacchides  into  Judea;  and  he, 
in  conjunction  with  the  apostate  Alcimus,  did  a  great  deal  of 
mischief.  Afterwards  Nicanor,  at  the  head  of  a  number  of 
desperadoes,  poured  forth  blasphemies  against  the  temple, 
and  vowed  not  to  leave  a  Jew  alive:  but  his  army  was  cut  to 
pieces  by  Judas,  and  his  head  and  right  hand  hung  up,  facing 
the  temple.  Thus  were  lawless  tyrants  caught  in  their  own 
machinations,  and  Israel  had  a  short  interval  of  quiet. 

Pilgrim.  What  measures,  in  the  mean  time,  did  the  vic- 
torious prince,  Judas,  take? 

Cleophas.  The  Roman  arms  being  in  great  reputation, 
and  he  continually  harassed  by  the  king  of  Assyria,  he 
thought  it  advisable  to  secure  their  powerful  protection,  by 
entering  into  an  alliance  with  them :  for  he  considered,  that 
no  nation  had  been  able  to  stand  before  them;  that,  about 
sixty  years  before,  they  had,  after  three  signal  victories,  en- 
tirely reduced  the  Gauls,  a  very  martial  people;  that,  fifty 
years  before,  Scipio,  a  Roman  commander,  had  overrun  the 
greater  part  of  Spain;  and,  ten  years  after,  brought  the  power- 
ful republic  of  Carthage  to  sue  for  peace;  that,  about  thirty 
years  before,  Glabrius,  another  Roman  general,  had  humbled 
the  arrogant  Antiochus  the  Great;  that  he  sent  hostages  to 
Rome;  and  Popilius  had  driven  Antiochus  the  Illustrious  out 
of  Egypt;  particularly,  the  achievements  of  Paulus  jEmihus 
were  fresh  in  every  one's  mind;  his  taking  prisoner  Perseus, 
king  of  Macedonia,  and  reducing,  under  the  dominion  of 
Rome,  that  kingdom,  and,  successively,  all  Greece,  once 
above  all  other  nations,  famous  for  arts  and  arms.  On  this 
motive,  so  specious  to  hum.an  prudence,  Judas  concluded  a 
league  with  the  Romans;  but,  as  if  this  combination  with  a 
pagan  power  displeased  God,  Judas  lived  not  to  see  any  good 
effects  of  his  policy,  being  soon  after  killed  in  an  unfortunate 
battle  against  Bacchides. 

Pilgrim.  The  loss  of  such  a  man  must  have  been  a 
heavy  stroke  to  the  poor  Jews. 

Cleophas.  O!  there  is  no  expressing  their  grief!  and  the 
consequences  were  very  bad.  The  heathens  and  apostates 
seemed  to  strive  to  outdo  each  other  in  outrage  of  all  kinds. 
The  latter  daily  increased.  The  impious  Alcimus  was  in- 
vested with  the  pontificate,  which  he  farther  profaned  by  his 
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deportment.  On  this,  Onias  withdrew  into  Egypt,  where,  by 
the  king's  permission,  he  built  a  remple  at  Heliopolis,  after  a 
model  of  that  at  Jerusalem;  in  which,  though  not  quite  con- 
sistent with  the  divine  command,  Onias,  the  state  of  the  times 
considered,  thought  he  acted  not  amiss.  Thus  was  the  priest- 
hood polluted,  and  the  Jews  almost  as  miserable  as  ever. 
However,  this  storm  also  blew  over,  Alcimus  dying  of  a  tor- 
turing disease;  and  Jonathan,  succeeding  his  brother  Judas 
as  commander-in-chief,  forced  Bacchides  to  come  to  terms. 
Farther,  Alexander,  raised  to  the  throne  of  Syria,  having 
vanquished  Demetrius,  made  Jonathan  high-priest,  and  put 
him  in  possession  of  the  Jewish  kingdom.  From  this  time, 
matters  began  to  mend  with  the  Jews — the  several  competi- 
tors for  the  Syrian  monarchy  paying  great  regard  to  Jona- 
than, and  courting  his  friendship.  In  those  favorable  times, 
he  rebuilt  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  improved  its  defences; 
but  after  a  prosperous  government  of  seventeen  years,  he,  by 
treachery,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Tr^/phon,  who  caused  him  to 
be  murdered. 

Pilgrim.     Such  calamities  extremely  affect  me. 

Cleophas.  That  argues  a  humane  heart — yet  these  were 
limited  to  our  nation.  But  your  sympathy  would  be  still 
stronger,  were  I  to  relate  to  you  how  the  splendid  city  of 
Corinth  was  laid  in  ashes  by  a  Roman  army;  and  how  the 
forces  of  the  same  victorious  state,  set  the  famous  Carthage 
on  fire,  and  that  it  continued  blazing  no  less  than  seventeen 
days,  the  poor  inhabitants,  to  the  number  of  above  fifty  thou- 
sand men,  beside  women  and  children,  flying  away,  destitute 
of  every  necessary  of  life !  Then  what  a  terrible  affair  was 
that  of  Numantium  in  Spain,  where  the  inhabitants,  after 
slaughtering  one  another,  set  fire  to  the  city,  and  the  remain- 
der died  by  their  own  swords,  or  perished  in  the  flames!  A 
strange  instance  of  the  force  of  human  passions. 

Pilgrim.     My  chief  curiosity  is  concerning  Israel. 

Cleophas.  The  worthy  Jonathan  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother  Simon,  both  a  high-priest  and  prince  of  the  people; 
and  as  their  dispositions  and  conduct  were  similar,  so  the  end 
of  Simon  bore  some  resemblance  to  that  of  Jonathan,  being 
treacherously  murdered  at  a  banquet  by  Ptolemy,  his  sister's 
husband:  but  the  priesthood  was  conferred  on  his  son,  John 
Hyrcanus. 

Pilgrim.     How  did  he  behave? 
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CleopJias.  During  his  father's  life,  he  totally  routed 
Cendebeus,  a  general  of  x\ntiochus  Soter;  afterwards  deliv- 
ered  Jerusalem  from  a  very  dangerous  siege;  and,  by  gifts, 
prevailed  on  the  said  Anfiochus  to  desist  from  all  hostilities, 
and  permit  the  Jews  the  free  exercise  of  their  reHgion.  Be- 
ing in  want  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  he  opened  David's 
sepulchre,  and  took  out  of  it  three  thousand  talents.  Antio- 
chus  Soter  being  slain  in  an  action  against  Demetrius,  and 
the  war  breaking  out  again,  Hyrcanus  had  considerable  suc- 
cess, razed  to  the  ground  the  Samaritan' temple,  on  mount 
Gerizim,  where  it  had,  to  the  great  offence  of  the  Jews,  stood 
above  two  hundred  years.  He  also  kept  the  Idumeans  in 
awe,  and  renewed  the  treaty  with  the  Romans:  and  the  long 
contests  of  the  two  Antiochuses,  one  surnamed  Gryphus,  and 
the  other  Cicizenus,  for  the  crown  of  Syria,  leaving  John 
unmolested  from  that  quarter,  he  went  and  laid  siege  to  Sa- 
maria, which,  having  taken,  after  a  most  dreadful  famine,  he 
totally  demolished,  not  leaving  a  house  standing. 

Pilgrim.  The  Jews  seem  to  have  had  a  good  time  of  it 
under  Hyrcanus. 

CHeophas.  There  was  always  some  mixture  of  calamity: 
for  whilst  he  was  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Samjaria,  Antiochus 
Cicizenus  very  unexpectedly  made  an  inroad,  sacking  town 
and  country,  and  putting  every  body  to  the  sword,  so  that  in 
the  very  worst  times  it  was  little  worse.  Another  unhappy 
circumstance  was,  that,  in  the  decline  of  his  life,  the  common 
people  conceived  a  bitter  hatred  against  him. 

Pilgrim.  Ay!  hate  a  governor  for  his  abilities,  and  who 
did  so  many  things  with  which  they  could  not  but  be  well 
pleased!     That  is  something  strange. 

Cleophas.  There  had  lately  arisen  among  the  Jews  three 
sects,  the  Pharisees,  Essenes,  and  Sadducees — of  whom,  the 
Pharisees  were  held  in  most  esteem  by  the  commonalty;  and 
being  men  of  parts  and  address,  they  turned  and  winded  the 
passions  of  the  multitude  which  way  they  pleased.  Now 
Hyrcanus  had,  at  first,  professed  himself  a  Pharisee;  but 
afterwards  became  so  zealous  for  Sadduceeism,  that  he  abol- 
ished the  institutes  and  observances  of  the  Pharisees,  which 
drew  on  him  all  the  rancor  of  that  faction,  and  their  adhe- 
rents. However,  he  died  in  peace,  after  ruling  thirty-one 
years;  and,  among  impartial  people,  was  esteemed  a  valuable 
prince. 
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Pilgrim.  Did  the  Jewish  affairs  continue  in  a  good 
posture? 

Cleophas.  Their  principality  became  changed  to  a  mon- 
archy, Aristobulus,  eldest  son  of  Hyrcanus,  assuming  the 
title  of  king,  with  all  the  insignia  of  regality,  crown,  sceptre, 
&c.;  but  within  a  year  he  died  a  miserable  death,  amidst  the 
piercing  reproaches  of  conscience,  for  the  murder  of  his  bro- 
ther Antigonus,  whom  he  had  caused  to  be  privately  made 
away  with.  His  widow  Alexandra's  first  step  was,  to  send 
for  a  brother  of  his,  Alexander  Janneus,  out  of  prison,  and, 
marrying  him,  made  him  king:  but  the  twenty-seven  years 
of  his  reign  were  attended  with  many  misfortunes  and  dis- 
graces, the  usual  appendages  of  flagrant  wickedness:  for  the 
country  was  continually  harassed  by  the  contending  kings  of 
Syria,  and  especially  by  Ptolemy  Lathuras,  who,  being  mas- 
ter of  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  made  a  descent  in  Judea,  and  waged 
a  most  sanguinary  war  against  Alexander.  After  a  defeat,  in 
which  thirty  thousand  Jews  were  killed  on  the  spot,  to  strike 
the  greater  terror,  he  committed  unheard  of  cruelties  in  the 
villages  and  tow'ns  of  Galilee,  causing  women  and  children 
to  be  cut  to  pieces,  their  shivering  limbs  thrown  into  boiling 
caldrons,  and  forcing  other  Jews  to  eat  them,  under  pain  of 
the  like  death. 

Pilgrim.     Unheard  of  cruelties,  indeed! 

Cleophas.  Yet  I  question  whether  Alexander  Janneus  was 
not  equally  inhuman:  for  the  city  of  Gaza  having  surren- 
dered to  him,  the  inhabitants  were  put  to  the  sword,  five 
hundred  of  the  principal  men  murdered  in  the  temple  of 
Apollo,  and  the  city  destroyed.  These  cruelties  the  Jews 
were  so  far  from  approving,  that  they  rejected  him  from  the 
priesthood;  and  in  a  tumult,  during  the  feast  of  Tabernacles, 
he  was  pelted  with  citrons;  an  affront  which  he  cruelly  re- 
venged, putting  above  six  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  to  the 
sword,  without  any  regard  to  that  season  of  holy  festivity. 
But  certainly  never  was  such  barbarity  known,  as  his  caus- 
ing eight  hundred  Jews,  of  the  opposite  party,  to  be  crucified; 
and,  whilst  they  were  on  the  cross,  their  wives  and  children 
to  be  put  to  death  before  their  eyes.  Imagine,  if  possible,  the 
agonies  on  both  sides,  and  the  innocent  children  stretching  out 
their  arms  to  their  excruciated  fathers!  and,  as  an  insult  to 
their  sufferings,  he  sat  openly  rioting  at  a  voluptuous  banquet. 
These  are  proceedings  so  extremely  horrid,  that  Alexander, 
for  inhumanity,  may  well  be  ranked  with  the  above  Ptolemyy 
13* 
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or  even  with  Sylla,  the  Roman,  who,  at  this  time,  having 
driven  his  rival,  Mariiis,  out  of  Rome,  made  a  most  tyran- 
nical use  of  his  superiority,  so  that  fully  a  hundred  thousand 
persons,  and  many  of  high  rank,  and  eminent  merits,  were 
slain  by  his  order.  If  the  number  of  this  massacre  exceeded 
that  of  Alexander,  its  circumstances  are  less  cruel:  besides, 
Alexander  was  a  Jew,  acquainted  with  the  merciful  injunc- 
tions of  God;  whereas  the  others  were  only  unenlightened 
pagans. 

Pilgrim.  What  bloody  times!  into  what  dreadful  confu- 
sion was  the  Jewish  kingdom  fallen! 

Cleophas.  Is  there,  then,  any  thing  strange  in  God's 
having  foreordained  another  kingdom,  yet  to  be  originated 
from  the  stem  of  Judah;  a  kingdom  of  grace,  peace,  mercy, 
benignity,  and  every  heavenly  virtue;  of  redemption  and 
solacement  to  the  oppressed ;  and  of  which  his  prophets  had 
been  influenced  to  give  notice? 

Pilgrim.  Very  far  from  being  strange:  but  where  is  this 
kingdom? 

Cleophas.  That  we  will  talk  of,  when  we  are  come  to  the 
period  of  this. 

Pilgrim.     As  you  please. 

Cleophas.  That  Alexander  left  two  sons,  Hyrcanus  and 
Aristobulus.  The  queen-mother  made  Hyrcanus  high-priest; 
and  promoted  the  Pharisees  to  all  offices  of  power.  On  her 
decease,  which  was  in  the  ninth  year  of  her  reign,  the  two 
brothers  quarrelled,  and  Aristobulus  made  war  on  Hyrcanus, 
for  the  succession,  which  rupture  proved  the  cause,  under  di- 
vine appointment,  that  the  sceptre  of  Judah  was  transferred 
from  the  Jews  to  the  pagans;  and  this,  in  no  very  long  term, 
drew  on  the  last  excision  of  this  miserable  city,  and  of  which 
the  sad  monuments  are  now  before  our  eyes. 

Pilgrim.  Concerning  this,  1  should  be  glad  of  more  par- 
ticular information. 

Cleophas.  There  was  a  crafty,  artful  man,  one  Antipater, 
of  Idumean  exfraction,  who,  envious  that  Aristobulus,  con- 
trary to  all  right  and  reason,  should  enjoy  the  crown,  though 
with  the  assent  of  Hyrcanus,  instigated  the  latter  to  attempt  the 
recovery  of  his  right,  and  entered  into  a  league  with  Aretas, 
an  Arabian  prince,  who,  coming  to  Jerusalem,  laid  siege  to 
the  temple,  in  which  were  Aristobulus,  and  the  whole  body  of 
the  priests.  It  was  a  shocking  sight  to  see  brother  fighting 
against  brother,  with   the  most  envenomed  animosity;  but 
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still  much  more  shocking,  that  both  should  join  in  stoning  to 
death  the  good  Onias,  (whose  prayer,  in  a  time  of  long  drought, 
had  brought  down  rain,)  and  this  only  because,  instead  of 
siding  with  either  party,  and  excommunicating  its  enemies, 
he  exborted  them  to  unity.  But  a  destructive  tempest  of  hail, 
the  more  extraordinary  in  this  serene  climate,  indicated  God's 
displeasure  at  this  murder.  In  the  mean  time,  Scaurus,  a 
Roman  commander  under  Pompey  the  Great,  gained  such 
advantages  in  ^yria,  that  the  Arabian  army  withdrew  from 
Jerusalem:  And  on  Pompey's  coming  to  Damascus,  he  was 
attended  by  envoys  from  the  two  brothers,  with  very  rich 
presents  to  procure  his  decree  in  favor  of  their  respective 
principals;  but  Aristobulus,  seeing  things  likely  to  go  against 
him,  betrayed  some  intentions  of  resistance.  On  which 
Pompey  marched  to  Jerusalem;  and  having  taken  the  temple 
sword  in  hand,  a  terrible  carnage  ensued,  in  which  above  ten 
thousand  Jews  perished;  not  a  {"ew  killed  each  otiier;  and 
several  threw  themselves  down  from  the  pinnacles  of  the  tem- 
ple. Farther,  what  never  any  foreign  kings  had  done,  Pom- 
pey went  into  the  Holy  of  Holies,  but  without  offering  to  do 
the  least  damage  in  if;  and  having  brought  Jerusalem  and 
other  cities  under  tribute,  he  carried  away  Aristobulus  as  a 
captive,  leaving  Hy  rcanus  high-priest.  These  were  the  com- 
mencements of  the  total  subjection  and  dispersion  of  my  coun- 
trymen. 

Pilgrim.  But  tell  me,  father,  how  came  the  Romans  to 
be  so  powerful,  as  to  carry  all  before  them,  even  in  this 
country? 

Cleophas.  Why,  their  progress  was  like  a  flood,  breaking 
down  dike  after  dike;  for,  having  subdued  Macedonia  and 
Carthage,  as  1  said  before,  they  extended  themselves  east  and 
west.  The  first  who  fell  under  their  arms  was  Jugurtha,  an 
African  king.  Afterwards  Marius  vanquished  the  Cimbrians; 
Sertorius  performed  wonders  in  Spain;  the  above-mentioned 
Pompey  reduced  Sicily,  the  celebrated  Mithridates,  king  of 
Pontus,  together  with  Armenia,  Persia,  Media,  Syria,  and  all 
these  parts,  dethroning  Tigranes,  the  last  of  the  race  of  the 
Antiochuses,  or  descendants  of  Alexander  the  Great.  And 
whilst  Pompey  overran  the  east.no  less  successful  wasCajsar 
in  the  west,  bringing  under  the  Roman  dominion,  France, 
Germany,  Belgia^  England,  and  other  countries.  Thus,  as 
the  prophet  Daniel  had  foretold,  began  the  fourth  monarchy, 
on  the  extinction  of  the  third. 
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Pilgrim.     My  curiosity  is  satisfied  as  to  the  Romans;  now 
we  will  return  to  your  countrymen. 

Cleophas.  Know,  son,  that  this  city  has  since  undergone 
divers  calamities.  When  Crassus,  a  Roman  general,  took 
the  field  against  the  Parthians,  he  plundered  the  temple  of  all 
the  gold  lelt  by  Pompey,  beside  an  ingot  of  the  same  valuable 
metal  of  three  hundred  pounds  weight.  Afterwards,  Pompey 
being  worsted  by  Csesar,  the  above-mentioned  Antipater,  by 
his  intrigues  with  that  emperor's  favorites,  procured  Hyrcanus 
to  be  confirmed  in  the  pontificate  and  himself  to  be  appointed 
prince,  or  chief  governor  of  Judea.  His  chief  study  was  to 
promote  his  sons,  and,  with  the  produce  of  the  taxes,  to  se- 
cure the  friendship  of  the  great,  and  men  of  interest.  On 
his  death,  Herod  and  Phasaelus,  his  two  sons,  were,  by  Mark 
Antony,  made  tetrarchs,  or  kings  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  coun- 
try. Aristobulus,  whom  we  have  spoken  of  before,  had  been 
murdered,  and  left  a  son  named  Antigonus;  who,  prevailing 
on  the  Parthians  to  assist  him  in  asserting  his  pretended  right 
to  the  kingdom,  came  with  a  very  large  army,  declaring  that 
he  would  drive  out  Herod  and  Hyrcanus,  and  seat  himself 
on  the  throne.  To  have  seen  the  wretchedness  of  Jerusalem 
at  this  juncture  would  have  melted  a  heart  of  stone.  Some  de- 
clared for  Antigonus;  others  adhered  to  Hyrcanus  and  Herod. 
The  banners  were  displayed,  the  trumpets  sounded  an  alarm, 
and  all  parts  were  filled  with  the  tumult  and  horrors  of  war. 
The  king's  palace,  of  which  the  white  marble  ruins  still  show 
themselves,  was  furiously  assailed,  so  that  the  arrows  on  both 
sides  flew  like  hail;  but  the  hottest  action  was  in  the  plain, 
then  a  market-place.  Antigonus  had  been  driven  into  the 
temple;  and  some  houses,  which  Herod  had  garrisoned,  were 
set  on  fire.  It  being  the  day  of  Pentecost,  some  thousands 
of  country  people  mastered  the  city,  and  forced  Herod  to 
betake  himself  to  the  palace;  whence,  however,  he  made  a 
sally  killing  a  great  many  of  his  enemies.  In  the  mean 
time  up  came  the  Parthians,  who  were  all  horse,  and  under 
color  of  being  mediators,  got  Hyrcanus  and  Phasaelus  into 
their  power;  but  Herod,  relinquishing  the  kingdom  to  Anti- 
gonus, escaped  into  Arabia  through  a  thousand  dangers,  and 
thence,  by  the  way  of  Egypt,  got  to  Rome. 

Pilgrim.     The  confusions  of  the  world! 

Cleophas.  Then  came  to  pass  what  the  patriarch  Jacob 
had  prophesied,  about  seven  hundred  years  before,  that  the 
speptre  should  be  taken  from  Judah,  which  appellation  now 
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included  all  Israel;  for  Herod,  soliciting  aid  from  the  Romans, 
the  Senate  appointed  him  king  over  Judca;  and  this  was  five 
hundred  years  after  the  Baylonish  Captivity,  when  the  As- 
monean  family,  of  which  Mattathias  v/as  the  lirst,  had  reigned 
a  hundred  and  thirty  years. 

Pilgrim.  This,  then,  was  the  time  for  the  promised  Chief 
to  make  his  appearance. 

Clcophas.  Yes;  the  adorable  Chief,  who  has  subdued  all 
things  under  him,  without  sword  or  spear,  but  with  truth  alone, 
as  of  all  thinojs  the  strongest. 

Pilgrim.  His  appearance  must  have  been  yevy  desirable. 
But  how  did  Herod  get  into  possession  of  his  kingdom? 

Cleophas.  Not  without  great  bloodshed,  as  I  have  heard 
my  father  say;  and  he  was  an  eye-witness  of  it.  The  whole 
country  was  a  lamentable  scene  of  distress.  The  Parthians, 
and  Antigonus'  mercenaries,  had  pillaged  all  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Jerusalem;  Galilee  swarmed  with  assassins  and  rob- 
bers; the  frontiers  were  lined  with  soldiery;  Herod  enters  with 
a  numerous  Roman  host,  and  overruns  the  country,  all  the 
cities  and  towns  opening  their  gates  without  daring  to  stand  a 
siege.  At  Jerusalem,  however,  he  was  repulsed  with  great 
slaughter;  but  reinforced  by  Sosius,  a  Roman  commander,  he 
made  a  second  attempt;  and  Antigonus'  adherents  defended 
themselves  with  the  greatest  vigor  and  bravery,  till  after  seve- 
ral assaults,  both  city  and  temple  were  carried.  Now  the 
sabreing  all  they  met,  women,  children,  and  aged  people.  So 
Roman  soldiers  ran  through  the  streets  like  enraged  lions,^ 
bloody  was  the  massacre,  that  Herod,  cruel  as  he  was,  no 
longer  able  to  bear  the  cries  and  groans,  and  the  sight  of 
streets  all  strewed  with  dead  bodies,  ordered  the  sword  to  be 
sheathed.  Antigonus,  though  he  asked  his  pardon  in  the  low- 
est posture  of  humiliation,  was  sent  bound  to  Mark  Antony, 
one  of  the  chief  men  among  the  Romans,  who  to  gratify 
Herod  caused  his  head  to  be  struck  off;  thus  it  was  not  with  a 
little  blood  that  Herod  purchased  the  kingdom. 

Pilgrim.     A  dear  price  for  any  thing  in  this  short  life. 

Cleophas.  And  in  all  his  reign  he  never  had  a  day's  quiet; 
beside  his  being  several  times  in  danger  of  his  life  from 
the  emperor  Augustus,  his  friend  Antony  being  now  no  more, 
and  likewise  from  those  of  his  own  family,  he  was  continually 
haunted  with  jealousies  and  fears;  for  he  knew  himself  to  be 
hated  by  the  Jews,  as  by  his  birth  having  no  right  to  the 
kingdom;  and  from  this  fear  of  them  he  committed  many 
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parricidal  murders,  destroying  the  whole  Asmonean  family, 
not  sparing  even  his  own  wife,  Mariamne,  nor  her  mother 
Alexandra,  nor  her  brother  Aristobulus,  nor  so  much  as  Hyr- 
canus,  now  so  greatly  advanced  in  years,  and  to  whom  he, 
in  some  measure,  owed  his  royalty;  nor  his  own  sons  Alex- 
ander and  Aristobulus:  and  even  on  his  death-bed,  so  far 
was  his  inhumanity  from  relenting,  that  he  ordered  his  eldest 
son,  Antipater,  to  be  despatched.  Nature,  indeed,  seemed  to 
have  threatened  him  that  his  kingdom  was  drawing  towards 
its  end,  and  another  Prince  at  hand,  which  made  him  stick  at 
nothing  to  secure  himself.  Any  whisper  of  a  king  set  him 
in  a  tremble;  he  had  every  where  his  spies  and  emissaries  to 
give  information  of  any  practices  against  him,  or  whether 
any  king  was  born  among  the  Jews,  as  was  strongly  expect- 
ed; but  all  his  vigilance  and  artifices  proved  abortive,  for  the 
wisdom  of  God  caught  him  in  his  own  craftiness;  this  king 
he  so  much  feared,  he  imagined  was  to  be  of  the  Asmonean 
femily,  whereas,  he  came  from  the  tribe  of  Judah;  he  looked 
out  for  him  among  the  noble  families,  whereas  his  parents 
were  ot  the  commonalty;  truly,  all  worldly  precaution,  cun- 
ning, and  activity,  avail  nothing  against  the  divine  appoint- 
ment. 

Pilgrim.  This  Herod  was  rather  a  monster  than  a  king;- 
but  I  perceive  by  your  discourse,  that  now  was  the  time  when 
the  king  who  had  been  promised  so  long  before,  was  to  be 
born;  and  very  desirous  am  t  of  being  acquainted  whh  his 
history;  yet  for  the  present  1  will  trouble  you  no  longer;  the 
day  indeed  is  not  shut  in,  but  1  am  for  breaking  up  early, 
that  being  aged  you  may  sufficiently  refresh  yourself,  and  so 
be  the  more  revived  to-morrow,  rather  than  tire  you  now,  and 
thus  you  will  be  the  less  fit  to  enter  on  a  subject,  which,  by 
what  I  can  apprehend,  is  too  interesting  to  be  run  over  super- 
ficially ,  and  may  require  some  previous  recollection. 

Cleophas.  That  is  well  considered,  son;  go  then  in  peace, 
and  consider  what  you  have  heard,  that  the  sequel  may  be 
the  more  clear  and  instructive  to  you. 

Pilgrim.     1  hope  I  shall;  good  night,  my  very  kind  father.. 
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.'  SECTION  II. 

CONTAINING    THE    SPACE   OF    SEVENTY   YEARS,   OR 
THE  LIFE  OF  CHRIST,  WITH  THE  TRAVELS  AND 
ACTS  OF  THE    APOSTLES,  TO    THE    DE- 
STRUCTION  OF   JERUSALEM. 


John  the  Baptist  born — Angel  sent  to  Mary — Angels  appear  to  the 
Shepherds — Christ's  Birth  at  Bethlehem — The  Wise  Men  inquire 
for  the  King  of  the  Jews — Herod  orders  the  Magi  to  inform  him 
where  Christ  is — Mocked  by  them — Christ  sent  into  Egypt — 
Herod  orders  the  Infants  of  Bethlehem  to  be  slain — Herod's  Policy — 
His  Loathsome  Death — Archelaus  ascends  the  Throne — Christ 
returns  out  of  Egypt — The  Blindness  of  Earthly  Minds — Descrip- 
tion  of  Joseph  and  Mary — Excellent  Qualities  of  Jesus — His  Dis- 
coursing with  the  Doctors — Needs  no  Worldly  Wisdom — Pontius 
Pilate  becomes  Governor — Beginning  of  John's  Ministry — Jesus 
Baptized  by  John — His  Temptation — Turns  Water  into  Wine — 
Cleanseth  the  Temple — Meets  with  the  Woman  of  Samaria — The 
Travels  of  Jesus — He  controlleth  the  Raging  Waves — Healeth  In- 
veterate Infirmities — His  Sweet  Walks  and  Edifying  Discourses — 
His  Delightful  Comparisons — His  Disciples  sent  out  to  preach — 
Martha's  Care  and  Mary's  Devotion — Miracle  of  the  Five  Barley 
Loaves  and  Two  Fishes — Jesus  walketh  on  the  Sea — John  behead- 
ed— Description  of  the  Person  of  Jesus — His  Transfiguration  on 
the  Mount — The  Seventy  sent  out — Christ  giveth  Sight  to  one  born 
Blind — Shows  the  need  of  Inward  Holiness — Gives  Solid  Instruc- 
tions to  Foolish  Disputants — Raises  Lazarus  from  the  Dead — His 
Death  resolved  on — Zaccheus  converted — A  Reward  proclaimed  to 
Apprehend  Jesus — Judas  Iscariot  sells  Jesus  to  the  High-priests — 
Jesus  rides  to  Jerusalem  on  an  Ass — Weeps  over  the  City — Its 
Destruction  foretold — The  Lord's  Supper  instituted— Christ's  Pas- 
sion in  the  Garden — Betrayed  by  Judas — Brought  to  Jerusalem — 
Peter's   Courage  fails  him — Corner-Stone  rejected,   a  Type    of 
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Christ — His  being  brought  before  Pilate — The  Jews'  wicked  Accu- 
sations— Barabbas  released — Jesus  scourged — Condemned  and 
Crucified — The  Sun  darkened — The  Veil  rent — Death  of  Judas, 
Pontius  Pilate,  Herod,  and  Herodias — Christ  taken  down  from  the 
Cross — His  Enemies  rejoice — His  Resurrection — Appears  to  the 
Women — Appears  to  Simon  Cleophas — Appears  to  the  other  Dis- 
ciples— Christ's  Kingdom  a  Heavenly  one — His  Ascension — The 
Holy  Ghost  descends  on  the  Apostles — Three  Thousand  converted, 
&,c. — Stephen  stoned  to  death — Saul  persecutes  the  Believers — 
Philip  preaches  at  Samaria — Baptizes  the  Ethiopian  Nobleman — 
Peter's  and  Cornelius'  Visions — Paul  converted — Paul's  Life  and 
Sufferings — James  the  Elder  beheaded,  &c. 

Cleophas.  I  should  have  appointed  this  day's  meeting  in 
another  place,  but  this  being  the  most  elevated,  and  affording 
the  widest  prospect,  which  will  frequently  be  of  service,  for 
pointing  out  to  you  towns  and  palaces,  I  omitted  it;  otheryv'ise 
my  house  would  have  been  very  convenient. 

Pilgrim.  For  my  part  I  desire  no  better  place  than  this; 
here  is  nothing  to  hinder  us.  It  is  shady  and  pleasant,  and 
as  you  say,  we  have  an  extensive  prospect  on  all  sides;  then 
it  is,  of  itself,  an  assemblage  of  antiquities,  and,  as  such,  re- 
freshes the  memory,  confirms  faith,  and  animates  zeal:  for  I 
truly  tell  you  that  what  I  heard  from  you  yesterday,  and  what 
I  have  observed  on  this  hill,  afforded  me  many  precious  and 
elevating  reflections;  the  particulars  of  your  narrative  are  con- 
tinually present  to  my  mind,  and  this  makes  me  rather  more 
eager  to  hear  the  sequel,  as  the  one  without  the  other  must 
be  something  imperfect. 

Cleophas.  Very  true.  But  on  what  did  your  last  reflec- 
tions turn,  that  we  may  the  better  know  where  to  begin? 

Pilgrim.  1  was,  among  other  things,  wondering  that 
Herod  should  be  caught  in  his  own  craftiness,  and  this  King 
born  without  his  knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter.  Was  it 
then,  conducted  so  secretly?  Was  it  also  unknown  among 
the  commonalty? 

Cleophas.  Why.  this  birth  was  not  unlike  the  manna 
falling  in  the  wilderness;  every  body  saw  it,  and  none  knew 
what  to  make  of  it.  For  a  long  time  it  was  secretly  bruited 
among  the  people,  that  a  priest's  wife  was,  in  her  old  age,  de- 
livered of  a  son,  and  that  great  things  were  expected  from 
him.     As  it  was  chiefly  the  hilly  country  where  this  report 
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hymns.  On  their  coming  to  Bethlehem,  they  found  a  young 
woman  sitting,  with  an  air  of  great  tenderness,  by  a  very 
beautiful  child,  which  was  laid  in  a  manger;  and  behind  her 
stood  a  grave,  well-looking  old  man.  They  were  both  of  the 
lineage  of  David,  though  living  at  Nazareth.  This  was  the 
child,  son,  that  was  the  long-promised,  the  long-expected 
child.  The  shepherds,  who  could  have  no  interest  in  it, 
saw  him,  and  could  not  forbear  relating  the  wonders  they  had 
been  witnesses  of.  Now  some  readily  gave  credit  to  their 
sayings;  others  were  at  a  loss:  however,  it  occasioned  a  great 
wondering.  This  reminds  me,  that  my  father  Cleophas,  who 
had  gone  to  Jerusalem,  on  account  of  the  feast  of  the  dedica- 
tion, at  his  return,  brought  home  this  good  news.  I  was  then 
eleven  years  of  age,  and,  though  it  be  above  a  century  ago,  I 
sufficiently  remember  the  circumstances. 

Pilg7'im.  You  inflame  my  curiosity  more  and  more:  how 
happened  they  to  be  at  Bethlehem?  were  they  on  a  visit,  or 
settling  the  division  of  an  inheritance? 

Cleophas.  Not  they.  They  were  people  of  little  or  no 
substance.  The  man,  as  I  said  before,  was  a  working  car- 
penter. They  were  come  there,  pursuant  to  an  edict  of  the 
emiperor  Augustus,  requiring  every  one  to  make  his  appear- 
ance, and  pay  his  cess,  in  the  town  of  his  tribe.  In  the  mean 
while,  by  God's  particular  appointment,  the  time  of  her  de- 
livery came  on,  that  the  sayings  of  the  prophets  might  be 
fulfilled,  it  being  now  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Herod,  the  forty-first  of  that  of  Augustus,  and  the  six  hun- 
dred and  seventh  year  after  the  Babylonish  Captivity:  Daniel's 
seventy  weeks  were  now  expired :  so  that  every  considering 
person  could  not  but  suppose  the  deliverance  of  Israel  to  be 
very  near  at  hand.  And  though  a  thick  veil  hung  before  the 
eyes  of  the  principal  men,  yet  others  plainly  discerned  some 
scattered  gleams  of  that  resplendept  Sun  which  was  rising, 
and  the  morning  Star,  its  harbinger,  already  glittering  above 
the  horizon.  The  affirmations  of  the  shepherds  of  Bethlehem 
being  little  heeded,  and  by  many  looked  on  as  only  an  idle 
tale  of  stupid  rustics,  about  six  weeks  after,  another  rumor 
spreads.  There  was  at  Jerusalem  a  godly  old  man,  named 
Simeon;  also,  a  devout  widow  and  prophetess,  named  Anna. 
These,  having  seen  the  child  in  the  temple,  were  peVsuaded  of 
his  being  the  Redeemer  of  Israel.  This  made  some  noise, 
and  was  by  many  heard  with  joy:  for  Simeon,  in  virtue  of 
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his  hope,  had  departed  this  life  very  cheerfully,  prophesying 
many  wonderful  things  of  this  child. 

Pilgrim.     Did  this  reach  Herod's  ears? 

Cleophas.  None  ventured  to  open  the  matter  to  him,  fear- 
ing his  rage.  However,  he  got  some  idea  of  it,  and  this  filled 
him  with  secret  agitations,  not  knowing  how  to  proceed, 
family  combustions  hindering  him  from  applying  a  speedy 
remedy  to  every  thing.  He  even  went  to  Rome,  with  a  vio- 
lent complaint  against  his  two  sons,  Alexander  and  Aristobu- 
lus;  then  hastened  back,  and  brought  them  to  a  very  solemn 
trial,  before  a  hundred  and  fifty  nobles,  whom,  after  many 
heavy  charges  against  his  sons,  he  hypocritically  intreate'd 
for  the  acquitting  of  them:  but  two  Roman  senators,  who  sat 
as  presidents,  and  had  been  clandestinely  practised  on,  sen- 
tenced them  to  die.  Accordingly,  being  carried  to  Samaria, 
they  were  strangled.  The  tyrant  had  his  hands  too  full, 
with  his  own  family,  to  examine  into  any  thing  else;  and  he 
was  so  habituated  to  torturing,  that  many  persons,  totally 
ignorant  of  any  crime,  were  put  to  death;  and  his  courtiers 
he  knew  to  be  such  a  set,  as  to  deserve  no  credit  or  confidence. 
Thus  was  the  wretched  Herod  a  continual  prey  to  tumultu- 
ous fears,  and  uncertain  suspicions;  about  the  loss  of  his 
kingdom,  in  the  mean  time  knowing  little  or  nothing  of  this 
dreaded  birth. 

Pilgrim.    Wonderful  is  the  secret  working  of  Providence! 

Cleophas.  But,  about  a  year  after,  a  report  of  a  King_  being 
born  became  more  current  than  ever.  Some  Magi  of  the 
east,  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  the  prophets,  and  par- 
ticularly of  Daniel,  and  being  also  expert  astronomers,  had 
observed  a  new  Star  to  arise  over  the  land  of  Judea;  and, 
reflecting  on  the  import  of  this  phenomenon;  they  came  to 
Jerusalem,  with  a  great  train  of  attendants,  camels,  and  other 
beasts  of  burden,  and  addressed  themselves  to  Herod,  to  know 
where  the  new-born  King  of  the  Jews  was.  The  old  tyrant 
turned  pale  at  this  question ;  and  many  who  heard  it  were 
greatly  troubled,  fearing  some  bloody  revolution  was  in  agita- 
tion, of  which  they  had  seen  many  instances.  Others  again, 
who  were  not  of  Herod's  faction,  or  alienated  by  his  tyranni- 
cal proceedings,  rejoiced  in  the  appearance  of  a  change. 
Immediately  the  council  was  assembled;  the  high-priests 
and  the  scribes,  together  with  all  who  were  of  any  note  for 
interpreting  the  Scriptures,  received  orders  to  attend;  ajad  tbo 
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books  being  opened,  after  much  canvassing  of  the  several 
texts  in  point,  they  delivered  it  as  their  unanimous  opinion, 
that  this  miraculous  birth  was  to  be  at  Bethlehem.  Herod, 
concealing  his  blood-thirsty  wrath,  sent  the  Magi  to  Bethle- 
hem, in  hopes,  through  their  report,  to  come  at  the  child, 
saying  that  he  also  would  go  and  do  homage  to  him:  but  the 
Magi,  after  worshiping  the  infant,  in  Avhich  the  Divinity  was 
concealed,  and  presenting  gold,  incense,  and  myrrh,  they, 
by  God's  direction,  left  Herod  in  his  ignorance,  taking  their 
way  home  through  Arabia.  Little  minded  they  the  burning 
sands  they  had  to  pass  over,  talking  all  the  way  on  the  come- 
liness of  the  smiling  child,  the  meekness  and  affability  of  the 
mother,  the  courteous  gravity  of  the  old  man,  and  the  par- 
ticular Providence  which  manifestly  watched  over  them,  which 
gave  them  such  a  firm  assurance  of  the  certainty  and  mo- 
mentousness  of  this  event,  that  they  did  not  in  the  least  repent 
of  their  long  journey,  which,  forward  and  backward,  was  not 
less  than  five  hundred  miles. 

Pilgrim.  Wonderful  goodness!  that  God  should  make 
known  this  birth  in  such  distant  countries. 

Cleophas.  He  was  pleased  to  indicate  it  east  and  west, 
all  the  statues  in  the  capital  of  Rome  falling  down  in  one 
night:  and  Augustus,  consulting  the  celebrated  oracle  at 
Delphos,  on  this  alarming  accident,  could  get  no  other 
ansv/er,  than  that  the  Hebrew  child  had  imposed  silence 
on  it!  which  so  struck  that  prince,  that,  at  his  return  to  Rome, 
he  erected  an  altar  in  the  capital  to  the  honor  of  the  first- 
born Son  of  God;  and,  as  if  by  divine  impulse,  he  would  not, 
from  that  time,  be  termed  Dominus,  or  lord;  and  though  no- 
body then  knew  the  cause  of  this  humility,  yet  it  afterwards 
appeared  to  be  owing  to  the  emperor's  consciousness,  that  the 
Lord  of  lords  was  come  into  the  world. 

Pilgrim.     What  a  high  title,  father,  you  give  that  child! 

Cleophas.  No  higher,  not  so  high,  son,  as  appertains  to 
him;  for  this  is  he  whom,  from  eternity,  God  had  foreseen, 
and  had  promised  from  the  beginning  of  things;  whose  ap- 
pearance Adam  and  Noah,  doubtless,  mentioned  to  you;  who 
has  been  expected  from  generation  to  generation;  the  Pre- 
server, the  Savior,  the  Reconciler  of  the  whole  world;  the 
theme  of  all  the  prophets,  and  the  comfort  of  Israel. 

Pilgrim.  Now  I  perceive  it  was  this  which  made  you 
weep  so  often. 

14* 
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Cleophas.  It  was — it  was  for  this  elect  Laiiib  of  God;, 
which,  though  so  pure,  so  innocent — 

Pilgrim.  Father,  the  history  you  have  entered  on,  I  con- 
clude, from  your  emotions,  to  be  very  interesting;  yet,  as  it 
may  likewise  be  of  some  length,  order  and  method  will  be 
proper.  I  have  also,  with  your  leave,  a  question  or  two  be- 
fore you  proceed  any  farther — 

Cleophas.  He  was  put  to  a  most  ignominious  and  cruel 
death  in  this  city;  which  horrid  crime  involved  Jerusalem, 
and  the  whole  Jewish  people,  now  before  your  eyes.  But 
this  you  will  better  understand,  when  1  shall  have  acquainted 
you  with  his  descent ;  for,  as  to  the  lineage  of  David,  that  is 
a  very  minute  article.  He  is  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God, 
having  no  other  Father  than  God,  born  of  an  immaculate 
virgin,  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  O!  son,  his 
essence  is  incomprehensible,  and  his  generation  no  words 
can  explain!  And  how  should  man,  a  worm,  unfold  the 
dignity  of  Him,  who  is  without  beginning^  is  the  eternal 
Reason,  or  Word!  But  having  seen  his  operations,  and  the 
glimmerings  of  his  effulgence,  I  can  speak  of  them,  though 
very  inadequately. 

Pilgrim.  These  are  amazing  things,  indeed!  But  I 
must  return  to  Herod:  how  did  he  act,  on  hearing  no  more 
of  the  Magi? 

Cleophas.  He  flew  into  a  flame,  and  rage  increasing  his 
natural  inhumanity,  he  called  for  his  guards,  and,  not  know- 
ing the  house  where  Joseph  and  Mary  lived,  he  ordered  them 
to  go  without  delay,  and  slay  all  children,  under  two  years^ 
within  Bethlehem  and  its  precincts;  thinking  thus  to  make 
sure  work  of  it,  and  cut  ofl*  this  infant  King,  who  caused 
such  fermentations:  but  divine  Providence,  to  which  all  things 
are  open,  in  a  dream  warned  Joseph  of  the  child's  danger, 
and  directed  him  to  escape  without  delay,  and  flee  into  Egypt, 
which  he  did,  and  went  to  Hermopolis,  a  town  between  two 
and  three  hundred  miles  distant  from  Bethlehem. 

Pilgrim.  What  agonies  must  the  mothers  at  Bethlehem 
have  been  in,  on  seeing  the  soldiers  come  to  put  that  barbarous 
order  into  execution! 

Cleophas.  At  first  they  knew  not  what  the  matter  was; 
whether  Herod  was  for  making  war  against  the  Arabians,  or 
had  some  other  design  in  view,  till  the  ruthless  murderers 
fell  on  the  little  children,  dashing  them  against  the  stones,! 
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Stabbing  them,  or  tearing  them  limb  from  hmb.  Then 
imagine  the  shrieks  and  lamentations;  the  women  wildly 
running  about,  to  save  their  dear  infants,  throwing  them- 
selves on  their  knees,  begging  to  spare  their  lives;  some 
offering  themselves  to  be  killed,  in  lieu  of  their  children:  but 
it  all  availed  nothing.  The  children  were  snatched  from  the 
mothers'  arms,  and  not  a  few  killed  in  the  cradle,  and  at  the 
breast:  for  the  king's  command  was  to  be  executed  with  all 
possible  strictness.  Many  went  about  to  save  themselves  by 
iflight;  but  the  ways  were  beset;  not  one  infant  was  to  escape; 
so  that,  among  the  rest,  this  presumptive  King  might  also  be 
removed  out  of  the  way;  for  as,  on  this  account,  the  king's 
children  themselves  were  not  to  be  spared,  what  regard  was 
to  be  expected  by  the  commonalty?  Tn  a  word,  never  was  a 
more  moving  spectacle  seen,  than  that  now  in  Bethlehem, 
and  in  its  neighborhood — the  mangled  bodies  of  hundreds  of 
innocent  children,  and  mothers  abandoning  themselves  to  ths 
most  furious  transports  of  inconsolable  grief. 

PUgrim.     What  monstrous  cruelty!     I  wonder  the  Jew3 
could  bear  with  such  a  tyrant. 

Cleojyhas.  What  could  they  do?  they  were  a  conquered 
people.  Besides,  in  other  things,  it  must  be  owned,  he  zeal- 
ously consulted  the  public  welfare:  he  cleared  the  country  of 
a  banditti,  by  which  it  was  much  infested:  to  procure  corn  for 
the  public  use,  in  a  time  of  scarcity,  he  pledged  his  own 
jewels:  he  built  several  considerable  places  at  Sebaste,  before 
called  Samaria,  standing  in  the  middle  of  a  very  line,  fruitful 
country,  which  he 'parceled  out,  and  generously  divided  it 
among  the  people.  Coesarea,  a  seaport,  before  called  Strato's 
Tower,  he  rebuilt,  to  very  great  advantage,  in  honor  of  the 
emperor;  also  Antipatris,  in  commemoration  of  his  father. 
But  particularly  I  must  tell  you,  that  it  was  he  who  built  that 
splendid,  costly  temple,  where  you  see  those  lofty  ruins:  he 
began  it  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  pulling  down  that 
of  Zorobabel,  which  had  stood  five  hundred  years.  It  was 
entirely  of  a  very  white  and  hard  stone;  and,  like  the  hill, 
highest  in  the  middle,  as  the  ruins  still  show.  Ten  thousand 
chosen  artificers.,  and  a  thousand  priests,  were  employed  on  it 
eight  years:  then  were  added  to  it  some  out-works,  which  also 
took  up  some  years.  In  honor  of  his  old  patron,  Mark 
Antony,  he  built  a  grand  castle,  of  which  you  may  still  see 
the  broken  angles  of  the  walls,  on  the  north-west  part  of 
the  same  hill.    Then,  by  his  encouragementSj  the  country; , 
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which  had  been  desolated  in  the  wars,  and  laid  waste,  was 
every  where  cultivated,  with  great  improvements;  for  the  soil 
must  not  be  judged  of  by  the  present  appearance  of  things. 
It  produces,  of  itself,  vines,  olives,  figs,  pomegranates,  cit- 
rons, and  other  fruits;  and  the  land,  by  having  laid  fallow, 
being  the  more  forward  and  luxuriant  in  its  products,  was 
soon  brought  to  make  a  very  rich  appearance.  All  which 
several  public-spirited  actions,  in  some  measure,  palliated  the 
horror  of  Herod's  enormities,  and  reconciled  people  to  his 
government. 

Pilgrim.  1  find,  by  your  account,  that  he  did  not  want 
for  worldly  policy,  though  little  acquainted  with  heavenly 
wisdom. 

Cleophas.  Little,  indeed — like  all  who  desire  earthly 
things  before  those  of  heaven.  Whereas,  the  heavenly 
Monarch,  instead  of  possessing  an  earthly  kingdom,  was 
driven  like  a  fugitive,  with  his  poor  parents,  into  Egypt. 
Yet  wanted  he  not  celestial  melody,  and  spiritual  solace- 
ments;  and  much  happier  was  he,  in  the  ministrations  of 
angels,  than  Herod,  who,  amidst  all  his  music,  banqueting- 
and  entertainments,  labored  under  a  very  torturing  indis- 
position. 

Pilgrim.  And  what  was  the  end  of  this  unhappy  king"? 
for  unhappy  I  must  call  every  wicked  man,  whatever  be  his 
station. 

Cleophas.  The  divine  vengeance  followed  him  close;  for 
the  heir  of  the  kingdom,  Antipater,  attempted  to  take  him  ofi' 
by  poison.  The  court  was  full  of  lamentation;  his  friends 
shuddered  at  a  change  of  government;  and  he,  with  all  the 
gestures  of  despair,  ordered  Antipater  to  be  thrown  into 
prison.  Afterwards,  impatient  of  the  pain  and  loathsome- 
ness of  his  distemper,  which  preyed  on  his  entrails,  and  which 
no  medicines  could  remove  or  abate,  he  was  for  putting  an 
end  to  his  life  with  a  knife,  with  which  he  was  paring  an 
apple.  Antipater,  at  hearing  this,  could  not  repress  his  joy, 
which  cost  him  his  life.  Thus  he,  vv^ho  had  deprived  so 
many  others  of  their  sons,  in  his  last  moments,  shed  the 
blood  of  his  own,  and  inflicted  on  his  own  son  that  death 
which  lie  intended  against  the  Son  of  God.  Five  days  after, 
his  furious  soul  left  his  deceased  body,  thus  ending  his  life  in 
the  thirty-seventh  year  of  his  reign,  the  holy  Jesus  being  now 
three  years  old. 
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Pilgrim.     And  thus  the  faithful  Jews  were  freed  from  a 
sad  tyrant. 

Clcophas.     True — but  not  from  tyranny. 

Pilgrim.     Say  you  so.  father? 

Cleophas.  Yes,  and  with  much  cause;  for  though  Arche- 
laus,  as  a  son  of  Herod,  was  to  succeed  to  the  kingdom, 
several  competitors  arose,  he  being  then  attending  on  the 
emperor  at  Rome;  and  this  was  attended  with  great  combus- 
tions. Others  strove  to  come  at  Herod's  treasures;  and  these 
were  opposed  by  a  third  party;  whilst  a  fourth  declared  for 
nothing  less  than  a  total  change  of  the  constitution,  civil  and 
religious.  In  short,  all  places  were  full  of  clashings  and 
tumults.  Once,  at  the  feast  of  the  Passover,  there  was  a 
strong  insurrection  against  Archelaus,  and  the  stones  fiew 
from  all  sides  on  his  soldiers;  but  this  cost  three  thousand 
Jews  their  lives.  And  the  following  Pentecost,  (I  may  well 
remember  it,  for  I  was  then  fourteen  years  of  age,)  both  the 
temple  and  the  king's  palace  ran  with  blood;  for  Sabinus,  a 
Roman,  attempting  to  pillage  the  king's  treasure,  and  the 
sacred  money,  deposited  in  the  temple,  the  people  took  up 
arms,  and  assaulted  them  in  three  separate  bodies.  The  con- 
test was  extremely  bloody,  and  that  august  city  a  field  of 
battle;  and  what  increased  the  horror,  the  tower  of  Phasaelus 
took  fire.  Some  leaped  into  the  flames,  some  fell  on  their 
own  swords,  others  were  forcing  an  escape,  till,  at  length* 
Varus,  the  Roman  governor,  appeased  this  horrible  uproar. 
Archelaus  now  returned  from  Rome,  but  with  less  power 
than  his  father,  only  Judea  and  Samaria  being  assigned  to 
him,  and  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  parceled  out  as  prin- 
cipalities among  his  brothers. 

Pilgrim.     But  how  was  it,  in  the  mean  time,  with  the  pro- 
mised child,  whose  parents  had  fled  with  him  into  Egypt? 

Cleophas.  He,  from  his  infancy,  gave  extraordinary 
proofs  of  a  most  amiable  disposition,  so  as  to  raise  admi- 
ration in  all  who  saw  him.  As  for  Joseph  and  Mary,  they 
were  such  patterns  of  virtue,  courtesy,  and  good  nature,  that 
the  people  of  Hermopolis  could  have  wished  them  to  settle 
among  them;  and  had  Hermes  Trismegistus,  the  founder  of 
the  city,  been  living,  I  make  no  doubt  but  that,  like  the 
eastern  Magi,  he  would  have  done  homage  to  the  child,  and 
made  rich  presents  to  the  parents,  and  urged  them  to  have 
continued  there.  But  what  would  it  have  signified?  for  no 
sooner  was  Joseph  informed  of  Herod's  death  by  an  angel- 
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than  he  set  out,  with  his  wife,  and  the  precious  child,  on  his 
return  to  Bethlehem;  but  hearing  that  Archelaus  played  the 
tyrant  no  less  than  his  father,  he  took  another  way,  and 
went  into  Galilee,  which  was  under  Antipas,  and  abode  at 
Nazareth,  the  town  of  his  fathers. 

Pilgrim.  That,  I  perceive,  must  have  been  a  journey  of 
some  length. 

Cleophas.  You  may  well  think  what  inconveniences 
they  must  have  undergone,  after  leaving  Hermopolis,  in  tra- 
veling through  so  sultry  a  country  as  Egypt  to  Pelusium. 
Then  the  fatigue,  thirst,  and  other  distresses,  in  the  sandy, 
barren  wilderness,  not  to  mention  the  apprehension  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  robbers,  and  the  ravenousness  of  the  wild 
beasts,  whose  howHngs  added  to  the  terror  of  the  night. 
Sometimes  they  had  a  steep  mountain  to  ascend,  after  that  a 
deep  valley;  sometimes  a  wood,  and  this  succeeded  by  a 
heath,  where  the  parching  sand  must  have  been  exceedingly 
troublesome,  both  to  themselves  and  the  ass  which 'carried 
their  necessaries.  And,  without  the  support  and  protection 
of  that  angel,  who  anciently  led  our  ancestors  out  of  Egypt, 
it  is  naturally  impossible  they  ever  should  have  safely  come 
to  the  end  of  such  a  journey.  But  what  do  I  talk  of  an  angel? 
the  very  divine  power  was  hid  in  that  child.  If,  at  his  pre- 
sence, the  pagan  idols,  and  their  oracles^  were  struck  mute, 
much  more,  at  his  command,  were  other  creatures  to  sus- 
pend their  ferocity,  and  become  tame  and  tractable!  After- 
wards, drawing  near  to  Judea,  they  passed  through  cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  and  at  length  reached  Nazareth,  in 
Galilee,  the  place  of  their  former  abode.  Joseph,  from  his 
affection-  to  Mary  and  the  child,  and  generously  disdaining  to 
be  burdensome  to  any,  lost  no  time  in  getting  things  ready 
to  follow  his  calling. 

Pilgrim.  What  a  surprise  the  neighbors  must  have  been 
in,  at  seeing  Joseph  and  Mary  return,  after  being  absent 
some  years! 

Cleophas.  And  they  knew  nothing  of  the  motives  of  their 
going  away,  nor  of  what  had  happened  to  them  in  the  mean 
time;  for  Jesus  was  as  a  pearl  hid  among  the  filth  of  the 
world.  The  massacre  of  the  Bethlehem  infants,  and  such 
like  incidents,  were  known  indeed  to  every  one;  but  the  drift 
of  them  was  a  mystery.  Then  there  is  never  that  attention 
to  an  inquiry  after  heavenly  things,  as  after  the  common 
concerns    of  the   country.     Thus   Archeb.us'  return,   hia 
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Pilgrim.  That  I  should  "be  glad  to  hear. 
Cleophas.  When  Jesus  was  about  twelve  years  old,  in  ' 
the  eighth  year  of  Archelaus'  reign,  Joazarus  being  hicAy , 
priest  at  Jerusalem,  his  parents,  taking  him  with  them,  went 
up,  according  to  their  devout  custom,  .at  the  fea£;t  of  tKe 
Passover;  but  he  absented  himself  from  them; -and  thejfrliad 
set  out  on  their  return  without  him.  To  this  he,^ya»  not 
^  *.  induced  by  a  rambling  humor,  or  a  curiosity  of  seeing  sights- 
like  other  boys;  but  repairing  to  the  temple,  he  went  to  a 
part  of  it  where  the  Rabbis,  Priests,  Pharisees,  and  othe£ 
men  of  letters,  used  ro  meet  and  talk  on  theological  subject;^ 
Jesus,  with  an  amiable  modesty,  to  the  great  surprise  of  that 
venerable  assembly,  took  his- seat  among  them.  The  books 
were  opened,  and  several  passages  read,  which  ga\'e  rise  to 
questions  and  argumentations.  Jesus  heard  them  with  the 
•  hum'blesilence  of  a  student  among  consummate  philosophers; 
till  he  judged  it  proper  to  ofler  some  questions  on  important 
points.  This  immediately  drew  all  eyes  on  hiiTi.  One  said, 
;  Who  can  that  be?  Another,  Did  you  ever  hear  the  like  from 
'  :i  boy?  And  when  they  had  tried  him  by  some  abstruse 
juestions,  his  answers  were  so  apposite  ar;d  sagacious,  that 
they  owned,  with  astonishment,  they  had  never  heard  the 
like;  and  as  his  speech  was  ^ree  from  all  forwardness  or  petu- 
lance, and  every  word  delivered  with  the  most  respectful 
■  humility,  they  were  so  charmed,  that  they  placed  him.  in  the 
middle,  that  all  might  partake  of  the  pleasure  of  hearing  such 
wisdom  from  such  tender  years.  Now  Joseph  and  Mary, 
ifter  seeking  him  three  days,  came  thither;  and  she  seemed 
;i  little  disturbed,  that  he  had,  contrary  to  his  custom,  taken 
that  step  without  asking  leave;  but  Jesus  silenced  her,  saying, 
that  he  must  mind  his  Father's  business.  However,  his  filial 
jbedience  was  such,  that  he  left  the  assembly,  and  went 
iway  whh  his  parents.  Though  Jbseph  and  Mary  were 
uiacquainted  with  the  divine  mysteries,  ^et  such  was  their 
Jelight  in  the  child's  company,  that  they  forgot  all^the  un- 
easiness they  had  been  in  about  him;  and  whilst  they  were 
deeply  ruminating  on  what  had  passed,  they  at  "length  came 
to  the  steep  mountain  on  which  Nazareth  stood.  At  that 
time,  the  neighboring  country  was  interspersed  with  villages, 
farms,  and  scats;  but,  alas!  most  of  them  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  wars,  which  destroy  every  thing. 
15 
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Pilgrim.  I  could  wish  to  know  something  of  the  causes 
of  those  wars;  but  the  story  of  Jesus  pleases  me  so,  that  I 
must  first  hear  the  issue  of  it.  You  say  Jesus  was  the  Son 
of  the  most  high  God:  did  he,  then,  continue  in  subjection  to 
his  parents?  was  he  not  handsomely  educated,  that  he  might 
be  fitted  to  make  a  figure  in  the  world?  for  it  was  very  im- 
proper, that  a  youth  of  his  endowments  should  waste  his 
time  in  fetching  water,  gathering  chips,  and  then  working 
with  the  saw,  chisel,  and  plane,  and  such  servile  labors, 
which,  it  seems,  was  his  father's  trade. 

Cleophas.  You  should  know,  son,  that  the  wisdom  of 
God  has  no  need  of  having  recourse  to  man's  aid.  The 
Spirit  of  God,  which  dwelleth  in  Jesus,  was  not  to  be  in- 
creased by  schools,  nor  lessened  by  bodily  labor.  The 
Pharisees  were  under  the  necessity  of  consulting  books;  all 
their  learning  they  had  acquired  by  long  application;  but 
Jesus  was  the  root  and  source  of  all  wisdom;  it  naturally 
grew  up  in  him,  to  the  great  admiration  of  all  who  saw  him. 
He  condescended,  (a  humiUty  very  singular,  indeed,)  to  be 
obedient  and  assisting  to  his  parents:  but  tliis  work  did  not 
hinder  his  meditation  on  heavenly  things,  and  intercourse 
with  God.  And  the  leisure  which  he  allowed  himself,  had 
no  appearance  of  any  willingness  to  exempt  himself  from  the 
common  burden;  but,  to  set  every  one  a  good  example,  he 
gave  both  body  and  soul  their  due;  and  his  deportment  was 
such,  that  every  one  admired  the  combination  of  grace  and 
discretion  which  shone  in  him. 

Pilgrim.  I  find,  father,  by  your  account,  that  Jesus  was 
not  a  little  famous,  though  not  ranked  among  the  great,  so  as 
to  raise  a  suspicion  in  Archelaus,  or  his  brother  Antipas,  of 
his  being  the  new-born  King  of  the  Jews. 

Cleophas.  Very  true — and  that  by  reason  of  the  great 
difference  of  Jesus'  manner  and  deportment,  from  those  of 
the  nobility,  the  quarter  where  all  the  danger  was  appre- 
hended. He  never  v/as  seen  with  a  rapier,  or  poniard,  by 
his  side;  or  in  any  foreign  garb.  Nor  did  he  frequent  the 
houses  of  the  great.  He  had  no  pages  or  livery-men  to 
attend  on  him;  he  was  never  seen  at  the  tavern,  exchange,  or 
theatres;  nor  did  he  seek  to  insinuate  himself  into  the  good 
graces  of  the  Pharisees,  Scribes,  or  Sadducees;  nor  court  the 
interest  of  any  leading  men;  the  usual  artifices  of  those  who 
are  brewing  ambitious  designs.     What,  then,  was  there  in 
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Jesus,  to  make  Archelaus  afraid?  But,  indeed,  he  had  other 
enemies,  who  deprived  him  of  his  kingdom;  for,  when  he  had 
scarcely  reigned  ten  years,  the  principal  men  of  the  Jews, 
irritated  by  his  tyrannies,  preferred  a  complaint  against  him 
to  the  emperor,  who  banished  him  to  Vienna  in  France,  and 
sent  Cyrenius  in  the  quality  of  governor,  who  sold  all  Arche- 
laus' effects  and  demesnes,  and  laid  the  second  poll-tax  on 
the  country,  which  occasioned  no  small  disturbance.  One 
Judas  Galileus,  a  native  of  Gamala,  openly  opposed  the  tax, 
and  soon  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  party, 
which,  after  many  bloody  encounters,  was  suppressed;  yet 
the  seeds  of  revolt  still  remained,  and  at  several  times  shot 
up,  so  as  to  give  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  Cyrenius'  succes- 
,sor,  whose  government  was  only  biennial.  O!  son,  the  vicis- 
situdes and  mutations  of  rulers,  to  which  this  poor  country 
has  ever  been  subject,  have  been  extremely  detrimental  to  it! 
and  at  this  time  died  the  emperor  Augustus,  a  prince  of  many 
good  qualities.  His  successor,  Tiberius,  sent  hither  Gratus, 
who  rejected  Ananus  from  the  offxe  of  high-priest,  to  make 
room  for  one  Ishmael — and,  removing  him  also,  appointed 
Eleazer,  Ananus'  son,  who,  at  the  end  of  a  year,  was  super- 
seded by  Simon — and  his  year  being  expired,  Joseph  Caiaphas 
obtained  the  office.     O!  that  Caiaphas! 

Pilgrim.  Father,  is  it  disagreeable  to  you  to  repeat  these 
things?  or  have  you  suffered  in  any  particular  manner  by  that 
high-priest,  that  your  tears  begin  to  overflow? 

Cleophas.  He  brings  to  my  mind  a  most  afflictive  re- 
membrance, of  which,  in  its  place,  you  shall  hear  the  cause. 
Gratus  was  continued  in  his  post  eleven  years,  when  Pontius 
r^  Pilate  was  sent  to  replace  him.  This  governor  also  gave 
rise  to  many  disturbances,  bringing  into  this  city  the  em- 
peror's ensigns,  and  his  bust;  which  being  contrary  to  the 
Jewish  law,  a  great  number  of  people  repaired  to  Pilate,  then 
at  CsBsarea,  with  a  petition  against  such  an  innovation;  and, 
though  he  threatened  them  with  death,  they  persisted,  with 
such  clamors,  that  he  thought  it  advisable  to  feign  a  compli- 
ance. But  in  a  second  uproar,  from  the  same  cause,  he  or- 
dered his  guard  to  fall  on  the  people  with  bludgeons;  and,  in 
this  manner,  a  great  slaughter  was  made;  so  that  his  coming 
was  far  from  auspicious,  and  very  different  from  that  of  the 
Son  of  David,  who  now  was  in  his  twenty-seventh  year,  led 
a  private  life,  but  of  shining  sanctity,  at  Nazareth,  and  in  its 
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neighborhood.  O!  happy  fields,  in  which  he  walked!  happy 
places,  where  he  poured  forfh  his  prayers!  but  much  more 
happy  they  who  have  seen  and  heard  him,  and  who  received 
his  doctrines  into  a  sincere  heart,  and  to  whom  he  has  mani- 
fested himself! 

Pilgi'im.  But  how  was  this  manifestation?  what  were 
his  doctrines? 

Cleophas.  This  is  indeed  a  wonderful  part  of  my  narra- 
tive. Do  you  see  yonder,  in  the  east,  two  ruinous  towers,  one 
something  farther  than  the  other?  near  it  is  a  high  precipice, 
which  you  can  just  distinguish,  it  being  a  good  half-day's 
walk  from  hence. 

Pilgrim.  Yes,  I  have  it  in  my  eye — it  lies  in  a  line  with 
those  broken  v/alls. 

Cleophas.  Well,  close  by  it  is  the  river  Jordan,  which,  on 
the  east,  divides  this  country  from  that  part  which  is  called 
beyond  Jordan.  Formerly  there  was  a  ferry  to  Bethabara, 
a  well-built,  pleasant  place;  and  here,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
Pilate,  and  the  fifteenth  of  Tiberius,  a  series  of  moral  won- 
ders first  opened  itself.  A  man,  b}^  name  John,  young,  but, 
in  his  clothing,  and  manner  of  life,  resembling  the  prophet 
Elias,  was  suddenly  seen  preaching  there;  and  being  of 
priestly  descent,  brought  up  in  the  austerities  of  the  desert, 
and  delivering  his  preachings  with  great  vehemence,  suitable 
\o  the  importance  of  them,  he  affected  the  hearts  of  many: 
people  flocked  to  him  from  all  parts;  the  ways  were  continu- 
ally thronged.  I  remember,  as  if  it  was  but  yesterday,  (for 
I  was  then  forty  years  old,)  how  affected  the  people  used  to 
come  away  from  him,  even  to  tears,  and  quite,  changed!. 
The  outrageous  and  passionate  returned  meek  and  gentle  as 
lambs;  the  rude  soldiers  became  mild;  the  avaricious  publi- 
cans liberal;  and  harlots  and  profligates  seemed  to  have  re- 
ceived quite  another  heart.  The  Pharisees  looked  on  with 
perplexity  and  heart-burnings.  They  were  at  a  loss  what 
to  conclude;  for  all  his  docile  hearers  he  baptized  in  that 
river.  They  were  seen  to  acknowledge  their  sinfulness  with  , 
the  most  fervent  contrition;  whereas,  the  Pharisees,  with  all 
their  doctrines,  scarcely  made  one  true  convert  to  holiness  of 
life.  As  from  the  prevaiHng  distractions  among  the  great, 
and  the  confused  state  of  things,  a  revolution  was  universally 
expected,  many  questioned  whether  John  might  not  be  the 
promised  Redeemer;  but  he  declared,  that  he  was  sent  only  as 
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his  forerunner,  and  that  he  was  near  at  hand.  Alas!  nobody 
thought  of  Jesus,  who,  a  few  days  after,  came  forth  from 
GaUlee,  out  of  the  obscurity  in  which  he  shrouded  himself — 
but  quite  unknown,  as  one  of  the  meanest  of  the  disciples. 
Yet,  through  all  this  concealment,  John  saw  something  which 
persuaded  him  that  he  was  about  baptizing  one  greater  than 
himself;  and,  indeed,  the  baptism  was  attended  with  miracu- 
lous signs  from  heaven;  and  even  a  voice,  that  Jesus  was  the 
beloved  Son  of  the  Most  High. 

Pilgrivu  Now,  I  suppose,  he  mingled  with  the  priests, 
or  made  his  appearance  at  court,  that  he  might  solemnly 
receive  the  homage  due  to  hh  dignity,  and  be  declared 
King. 

Clcophas.  No  such  thing — the  pleasures  and  honors  of 
this  v/orld  had  no  part  in  him.  He  betook  himself  to  a  bar- 
ren, lonely  wilderness,  v>'ithout  one  man  to  converse  with, 
and  where  nature  offered  him  no  refreshment.  In  this 
dreary  solitude  he  continued  forty  days  and  nights,  amidst 
wild  beasts,  and  witlwut  any  aliment  all  the  time:  'And, 
being  a  spiritual  King,  he  had  a  severe  conflict  with  the  evil 
spirits,  who  violently  urged  their  temptations,  and  employed 
every  crafty  enticement  to  overcome  him;  but  his  inviolate 
sanctity  put  them  to  a  shameful  flight;  and  holy  angels  came 
to  congratulate  his  victory,  and  to  bring  him  food.  O! 
blessed  they,  who,  in  imitation  of  Jesus,  rejecting  the  sug- 
gestions of  Satan,  patiently  wait  till  God  is  pleased  to  mani- 
fest himself! 

Pilgrim.  This  was  such  a  King  as.  1  believe,  never  was 
heard  of  before — -but  I  beg  pardon  for  this  interruption. 

Cleophas.  Afterwards,  he  went  a  second  time  to  John, 
who  still  continued  near  Jordan — it  was  about  February, 
when,  in  these  countries,  the  sun  is  at  some  height,  and  dis- 
penses a  cheerful  warmth.  About  four  in  the  afternoon, 
Jesus  walking  along  that  pleasant  river,  with  that  composure 
and  meekness  becoming  the  appellation  of  the  Lamb  of  God, 
two  disciples,  induced  by  John's  testimony,  went  to  him,  and 
found  in  him  a  knowledge,  and  sweetness  of  manners,  which 
charmed  them  so,  that  they  immediately  spread  a  high  cha- 
racter  of  him  among  their  relations  and  acquaintance.  They, 
who  looked  for  a  Messiah,  could  not  but  conclude  Jesus  to  be 
the  person.  His  countenance  indicated  it;  his  whole  deport- 
ment proved  it.  Their  iiearts  were  sweetly  drawn  by  his 
15* 
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words,  so  that,  in  a  very  short  time,  some  devout  persons, 
who  sought  after  the  things  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  formed 
themselves  into  a  httle  company,  and  attended  on  Jesus  wher- 
ever he  went. 

Pilgrim.     This  is  dehghtful  to  hear. 

Cleophas.  With  these,  his  disciples,  he  took  a  journey 
of  thirty  miles  through  the  country,  endearing  himself  to 
them  in  many  affectionate  and  edifying  conversations  hy  the 
way,  till,  through  woods  and  fields,  he  came  to  a  place  in 
Galilee,  called  Cana.  Here  it  was  where  first  were  displayed 
the  powers  hidden  in  that  divine  Person;  for  being,  with  his 
mother,  and  other  company,  invited  to  a  marriage,  he  sat 
with  all  the  reservedness  consistent  with  civility.  At  length 
the  cry  was,  that  there  was  no  wine.  One  looked  at  another; 
the  bridegroom  and  bride  seemed  abashed;  and  Jesus'  mother 
was  herself  concerned  at  their  uneasiness.  Jesus,  as  if  he 
took  no  notice  of  the  confusion,  privately  changed  six  vessels 
of  water  into  good  wine;  and  this  he  did  more  to  show  that  he 
was  come,  as  the  good  bridegroom,  to  ameliorate  all  things, 
than  to  accommodate  the  company  with  wine.  Every  one 
admired  its  delicacy;  and  soon  the  report  was  all  over  the 
town,  of  a  miracle  wrought  at  the  wedding,  the  like  of  which 
had  never  been  heard  of.  But  Jesus,  intent  on  other  con- 
cerns than  the  fame  of  working  miracles,  left  the  place,  and,, 
taking  his  way  through  several  towns  and  villages,  at  the 
beginning  of  April,  came  to  Jerusalem,  to  the  great  festival  of 
,the  Passover. 

Pilgrim.  Did  not  the  priests  receive  him  with  great 
honor? 

Cleophas.  Receive  him!  very  glad  would  they  have  been, 
had  he  never  come  thither — then  had  their  profane  abuses 
escaped  due  chastisement;  for,  on  his  entering  the  temple, 
here  stood  oxen  lowing;  there,  sheep  bleating;  yonder,  doves. 
Nothing  was  to  be  heard  but  buying  and  selling,  changing 
and  telling  money,  and  such  clatter,  which  was  a  great 
offence,  and  likewise  a  hindrance  to  devout  persons,  among 
whom  many  came  from  far  to  worship  there.  Jesus,  in- 
flamed with  a  holy  indignation  at  such  a  pollution  of  that 
sacred  place,  made  a  scourge  of  cords,  and  drove  the  beasts 
out  of  the  temple;  and  as,  at  violent  blasts  of  wind,  the  leaves 
fly  off  from  the  trees,  and  the  branches  are  agitated  to  and 
fro,  so  here  every  thing  was  soon  in  disorder.     They,  who 
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were  idly  walking  about,  made  off  in  a  panic;  down  fell  the 
tables  and  benches;  the  money-bags  were  scattered  on  the 
floor;  the  changers  hurried  away;  some  stood  muttering; 
others  were  astonished  at  such  an  exertion  of  authority,  as 
more  than  the  Roman  garrison,  in  the  castle  of  Antonia, 
would  have  ventured  on.  Some,  again,  by  this  procedure, 
were  convinced  in  their  hearts,  and  believed  in  him,  as  a 
demonstration  of  his  divine  power. 

Pilgriin.  It  was  also  a  wonder,  that  the  priests  and  cap^ 
tains  of  the  temple,  being  men  of  great  sway,  did  not  oppose 
Jesus. 

Cleophas.  Very  true — for  lesser  matters  sometimes  have 
occasioned  much  bloodshed.  Afterwards  he  went  into  Judea, 
where  he  increased  the  number  of  his  disciples,  and  baptized 
them.  In  these  parts  he  remained  till  the  month  of  No- 
vember, when  John  the  Baptist,  for  reproving  the  dissolute 
life  of  Herod  Antipas,  was  closely  imprisoned  in  the  castle 
of  Macherus,  which  nest  of  banditti,  not  long  after,  greatly 
annoyed  the  Jews,  as  I  shall  relate  in  its  place.  On  this, 
Jesus  went  into  Galilee — and,  in  the  way,  meeting  with  a 
woman  of  Sichar,  near  a  well,  he  asked  her  to  give  him 
some  water — which  leading  on  to  farther  discourse,  he  gave 
her  and  her  townsmen  to  understand,  that  they  needed  not 
to  be  at  the  trouble  cf-  going  to  mount  Gerizim  to  worship, 
God,  as  a  Spirit,  being  to  be  worshiped,  in  spirit  and  truth, 
in  all  places.  His  conversation  gave  his  disciples  such 
pleasure  and  fortitude,  that  they  cheerfully  attended  him  in 
all  his  fatigues:  and  in  Galilee  he  was  well  received,  in 
regard  to  the  miracles  he  performed  amongst  that  people, 
preferably  to  his  own  countrymen:  for  though  they  could 
not  refute  his  wisdom,  or  deny  his  miracles,  yet  they  were 
filled  with  jealousy  and  rancor.  Some  flouted  at  the  mean- 
ness of  his  extraction;  for  they  could  tell  who  were  related 
to  him,  where  they  lived,  and  what  business  they  followed.. 
One  was  a  carpenter,  another  a  gardener,  another  an  ar- 
morer— all  working  men — not  one  brought  up  to  any  kind 
of  literature.  Others  exclaimed  against  him,  that  he  was  all 
for  strangers,  preferably  to  them.  And  to  prove  how  little 
deserving  they  were  of  his  regard,  they  dragged  him  up  to  a 
precipice,  near  Nazareth,  with  the  murderous  design  of 
throwing  him  down;  but  this  being  objected  against  by  some, 
a  viplent  contention  arose,  which  gave  Jesus  an  opportunity 
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of  withdrawing  himself;  and  thus  he  left  them  confounded  in 
their  wickedness. 

Pilgrim,     Whither  did  he  betake  himself? 

Cleophas.  At  the  influx  of  the  river  Jordan  into  the 
lake  of  Galilee,  is  a  tov/n  called  Capernaum,  that  is.  Fair 
town;  for,  beside  the  prosperity  arising  from  its  large  trade, 
it  was  full  of  neat,  beautiful  buildings,  and  the  neighboring 
country  exceedingly  pleasant.  But,  alas!  that  town,  from 
being,  as  it  were,  lifted  up  to  heaven,  is  now  cast  down,  as  it 
were,  to  hell;  so  that  you  wonder  to  see  the  ruinous  condition 
of  its  remains.  Now  great  numbers  of  fishermen  lived  here- 
abouts— and,  since  the  imprisonment  of  John,  and  the  at- 
tempt of  the  Nazarenes  against  Jesus,  some  of  the  dispersed 
disciples  had  joined  them.  Here  Jesus,  walking  by  the  sea- 
side, saw  four  of  his  principal  disciples  in  two  fishing-boats, 
and  called  them,  in  order  more  particularly  to  authorize 
them  to  promulgate  the  gospel.  They,  without  the  least 
hesitation,  left  all,  and  followed  him.  After  this,  he  distin- 
guished himself  by  going  into  the  schools  of  doctors,  and 
confuting  their  errors;  by  casting  out  devils,  and  healing  the 
sick.  But  time  would  fail  me,  son,  to  give  you  a  detail  of  all 
the  wonderful  things  done  by  Jesus,  during  the  two  3^ears  he 
lived  in  this  town.  The  remembrance,  however,  gladdens 
my  heart;  for  1  had,  at  that  time,  become  one  of  his  disciples, 
and  constantly  accompanied  him.  But  it  will  be  best  to  con- 
fine myself  to  my  subject — that  is,  to  give  you  an  account  of 
the  destruction  of  this  city,  and  the  causes  of  it. 

Pilgrim.  O!  father,  what  you  are  upon  is  so  delighfuL 
so  elevating,  that  I  entreat  you  vv'ill  not  drop  it!  Besides,  it 
is  connected  with  your  subject;  for  the  more  conspicuously 
the  transcendent  dignity  of  Christ  is  set  forth,  the  more  atro- 
cious is  the  guilt  of  this  city  in  putting  him  to  death;  for  you 
seem  to  intimate  that  to  have  been  the  cause  of  so  terrible  a 
catastrophe. 

Cleophas.  Well,  since  you  desire  it,  I  will  enter  on  some 
particulars,  from  the  knowledge  of  which,  you  will  convinc- 
ingly see  what  a  divine  personage  Jesus  was!  Therefore, 
as  I  was  saying,  Jesus,  when  dwelling  at  Capernaum,  used 
to  visit  the  adjacent  country,  with  his  disciples.  I  have  so 
often  indulged  myself  in  the  remembrance  of  mount  Tabor, 
of  the  prayers  he  frequently  offered  up  there,  his  ravishing 
discourses,  the  many  miracles  of  compassion  to  the  diseased 
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performed  by  himj  the  many  sv/eet  enjoyments  wc  had  there 
of  his  affectionate,  communicativeness,  that  all  those  things 
are,  as  it  were,  present  to  me,  though  now  'very  little  short  of 
eighty  years  ago.  1  remember,  son,  once  we  walked  over 
the  whole  country  of  Galilee,  through  Bethsaida,  Jamnia, 
Sephorim,  Magdala,  Ca:sarea,  Philippi,  Cana,  Jotapata,  Ceme- 
ron,  Cethron,  Safia,  Buria,  and  other  places,  every  v/here  he 
talked  in  the  schools,  to  the  great  edification  of  the  general- 
ity, and  bountifully  cured  all  the  sick  who  were  brought  to 
him,  and  went  to  the  houses  of  some.  The  fame  of  so  ex- 
traordinary a  preacher  spread  through  the  .ten  towns  beyond 
Jordan,  namely,  Chorazin,  Gamala,  Julia,  Gadara,  Astaroth, 
Jabes,  Mispa,  Edrei,  Ramoth,  and  Pella,  and  farther  on  along 
Jordan,  to  Jerusalem;  also,  on  the  other  side,  it  pervaded  all 
S'yria,  Damascus,  Tyre,  Sidon,  Tripoli,  Apamea,  Seleucia, 
and  as  far  as  Antioch.  There  was  no  end  of  the  people, 
who  froni  all  parts,  resorted  to  him,  and  among  them  there 
were  wagons,  asses,  and  mules  appearing  above  -the  rest. 
Some  brought  their  sick  on  beds  and  biers;  the  blind,  the 
lame,  eagerly  made  their  way  to  the  monntain,  that  there 
was  great  bustling  among  the  crowds,  each  striving  to  be  first, 
and  one  and  all  crying  out,  "Jesus  thou  son  of  David,  ha-ve 
mercy  on  us."  But  when  the  multitudes  drew  near,  he  went 
up  to  the  level  on  the  summit,  whence  we  could  see,  along 
all  the  lower  roads,  as  it  were  streams  of  people  coming  on. 
It  was  extremely  delightful  on  that  level;  the  trees,  with 
'their  lovely  foliage,  sheltered  us  from  the  heat,  and  the 
height  kept  us  from  being  thronged  by  the  people.  But 
sweeter  than  any  thing  were  his  discourses.  Every  heart 
was  warmed  with  them.  All  wondered  at  the  power  of  his 
words.  The  discourses  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  with 
■all  their  oratory  and  human  learning,  produced  no  such  effects. 
After  declaring  the  mysteries  of  God,  and  laying  down  the 
most  excellent  morality,  he  proceeded  to  cure  the  diseased, 
to  cleanse  lepers,  to  restore  strength,  and  rectify  all  disorders 
in  the  sensitive  organs. 

Pilgrim.     Wonderful  proofs  of  a  supernatural  power! 

Cleophas.  It  was  not  diseases  alone  which  were  subject 
to  him;  his  voice  also  controlled  storms  and  waves:  for  once, 
crossing  the  sea  of  Galilee,  a  storm  arose  in  the  night,  which 
was  also  very  dark,  the  sky  being  all  over  one  thick  black 
cloud,  and  the  sea  broke  into  our  little  vessel,  that  we,  and 
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even  the  men  that  belonged  to  it,  began  to  think  we  were  in 
great  danger.  Hereupon  we  took  the  liberty  to  awaken  Jesus, 
who  all  the  while  lay  quietly  sleeping,  as  if  in  a  place  of 
perfect  safety.  Having  gently  reproved  us  for  being  afraid 
when  with  him,  he  commanded  the  storm  to  cease;  and,  I 
can  assure  you,  the  wind  immediately  ceased,  the  sky  cleared 
up,  and  the  sea  became  smooth  as  a  fish-pond,  and  a  serene 
star-light  night  succeeded  the  stormy  gloom  which  had  af- 
frighted us.  I  well  remember  our  joy  and  astonishment  at 
this  happy  change,  only  by  his  speaking  a  word  or  two;  also, 
the  very  kind  miracles  he  did  after  we  got  safe  ashore;  par- 
ticularly how  he  cast  devils  out  of  two  men,  in  whom  they 
raged  to  such  a  degree,  that  every  body  feared  to  come  near 
them;  but  at  a  word  from  Jesus  the  evil  spirits  left  them,  and 
they  became  quiet  as  lambs. 

Pilgrim,  Did  not  your  age  and  behavior  give  m.e  a  high 
opinion  of  your  veracity,  I  should  suspect  your  veneration  for 
Jesus  carried  you  loo  far. 

Cleophas.  I  am  very  sensible,  son,  that  this  may  seem 
too  wonderful  for  belief;  but  1  shall  pass  over  many  things 
which  might  equally  stagger  your  good  opinion  of  me,  yet  all 
well  known  to  be  true  and  certain;  how  he  restored  the  dead 
to  life;  hov/  he  healed  strange  inveterate  infirmities,  of 
twelve,  eighteen,  or  even  thirty-eight  years  standing;  to  him 
it  was  all  alike;  a  word  of  that  powerful  speaker  effected  the 
cure.  Nay,  however  incredible  it  may  appear,  they  who 
touched  his  garment,  in  hopes  of  being  cured  thereby,  were 
immediately  relieved,  though  they  made  not  their  case 
known  to  him.  This  sanative  power  drew  after  him  multi- 
tudes of  ailing  people,  who  followed  him  everywhere,  on 
the  water,  in  houses,  in  the  fields,  in  the  wilderness,  wher- 
ever he  went  they  v.'ere  at  his  heels;  so  that  sometimes  he  had 
not  the  necessary  leisure  for  food  and  sleep,  and  those  soli- 
tary intervals,  which  he  studiously  embraced  when  not  di- 
verted by  the  solicitation^  of  the  afllicled,  or  other  occasions 
of  doing  good.  It  was  frequently  a  current  report,  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  will  come  to  such  a  place;  3'esterday  he  was  there, 
lo-morrow  he  will  be  here.  Then  hastened  the  blind  and 
lame,  every  one  striving  to  get  first;  and  it  has  been  known, 
that  when  there  was  no  coming  at  him  for  the  crowds,  an 
opening  was  made  through  the  roof  of  a  house,  and  the  sick 
person  lowered  down  into  the  room  where  Jesus  was,  who, 
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you  may  Be  sure,  would  not  disappoint  such  an  extraordinary 
expedient.  O!  how  often  liave  I  seen  tlie  cripple  leap 
with  exultation,  the  blind  with  astonishment  gazing  up  to 
the  sky,  the  arthritic  rejoicing  in  the  free  use  of  their  limbs, 
the  sick  thankfully  take  up  their  beds  and  walk,  whilst  the 
people  stood  wondering  at  such  manifestations  of  goodness 
and  power. 

Pilgrim.  Every  benevolent  heart  must  be  charmed  with 
these  particulars;  but  1  perceive  by  your  discourse,  that  you 
were  sometimes  in  private  with  Jesus. 

Chopkas.  I  was  so,  indeed,  and  I  could  almost  weep  for 
joy  in  recalling  to  mind  our  sweet  walks  with  him;  some- 
times up  an  eminence,  sometimes  along  levels,  sometimes 
through  vineyards,  sometimes  through  oliveyards,  sometimes 
through  corn-fields,  sometimes  along  the  pleasant  banks  of 
rivers,  sometimes  through  woods,  sometimes  the  spreading 
cedars  sheltered  us  from  the  wind  and  rain,  the  palms  and 
laurels  fenced  us  from  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  the  cypresses 
refreshed  us  with  their  smell.  At  other  times  we  met  with 
nothing  but  thorns  and  briers,  though  at  some  distance  the 
country  had  a  belter  appearance.  Here  was  plowing,  there 
sowing,  or  shepherds  tending  their  flocks;  and  from  all  these 
different  objects  and  many  more,  Jesus  would  make  some 
edifying  observations:  Nay,  1  cannot  think  that  Solomon, 
wise  as  he  was,  had  such  a  perfect  knov.ledge  of  the  secrets 
of  nature.  There  was  nothing  which  he  could  not  improve 
into  a  subject  of  discourse.  Trees,  plants,  corn,  vineyards, 
mustard-seeds,  fishes,  birds,  nets,  pearls,  jewels,  hills,  mer- 
chandise, the  common  transactions  of  men,  he  spiritualized 
in  a  manner  very  instructive  to  the  people.  Outward  things 
he  minded  no  farther  than  by  them  to  represent  the  nature  of 
the  kingdom  of  God;  and  to  promote  that,  as  man's  only  hap- 
piness, and  direct  them  in  the  attainment  of  it,  was  his  whole 
aim.  This  he  earnestly  inculcated  to  us;  and,  that  such  im- 
portant knowledge  might  be  spread  among  all  nations,  he 
chose  twelve  of  his  disciples,  the  number  of  the  tribes  of 
Israel,  as  apostles,  in  order  to  reclaim  them  and  all  others 
from  their  sins  and  errors.  He  sent  them  two  together,  charg- 
ing them  to  mind  only  the  service  of  God,  to  be  wholly  taken 
up  with  that,  and  to  give  themselves  no  concern  about  their 
hving.  There  was  nothing  he  cautioned  us  against  more 
than  worldly-mindedness,  and  a  solicitous  care  about  earthly 
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things,  as  choking  every  good  seed.  They  were  not  so 
much  a&  to  take  any  provisions  or  necessaries  with  them, 
that  they  might  not  be  encumbered  by  the  way;  and  thus 
they  set  out,  and  ipreached  the  kingdom  of  God  in  towns  and 
villages. 

Pilgrim.  But  I  do  not  understand  the  not  taking  any 
provisions  with  you;  how  could  you  live,  as  you  were  not  to 
work,  or  folio v/  any  business? 

Cleophas.  You  would  wonder  how  the  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth  provided  for  our  being  supplied;  sometimes  "in- 
deed, our  bread  ran  low,  then  we  made  a  shift  with  figs,  ap- 
ples, olives,  grapes,  and  the  like  fruits,  which  here  grew  wild 
in  great  plenty;  in  harvest  time,  when  hungry,  we  some- 
times plucked  a  few  ears  of  corn,  and  rubbed  them  in  our 
hands;,  then  we  were  frequently  invited  into  houses.  Do 
not  you  see  yonder,  towards  the  south-east,  the  ruins  of  a 
small  castle? 

Pilgrim.     Yes,  there,  not  much  above  a  mile  off. 

Cleophas.  The  same;  it  is  called  Bethany;  and  there 
formerly  lived  two  sisters,  devout  women,  and  very  liberal 
and  hospitable;  they  often  entertained  us,  and  their  kindness 
is  not  easy  to  be  expressed;  they  thought,  as  the  saying  is, 
that  they  could  never  make  enough  of  us,  especially  one  of 
them  named  Martha.  She  was  ever  on  the  foot,  dressing 
victuals,  setting  the  table,  or  doing  something  or  other  for 
our  accommodation.  Indeed,  within  myself,  1  pitied  her 
mistaken  good  nature.  Frequently  it  had  been  much  better 
for  her,  like  her  sister  Mary,  to  have  sat  and  attended  to  the 
affectionate  conversations  of  Jesus,  which  always  conveyed 
some  religious  instruction.  But  she  was  a  stirring  woman, 
and  acted  as  if  she  had  no  other  concern  than  to  make  us 
welcome;  whereas,  this  blustering  manner  of  showing  one's 
kindness  is  an  extreme  hindrance  to,  if  not  incompatible 
with,  the  sedateness  which  devotion  requires.  Mary,  in  the 
mean  time,  intent  on  better  things,  sat  at  Jesus'  feet  listen- 
ing to  the  word  of  life,  and  was  so  affected,  that  it  threw  her 
into  a  deep  contrition  for  her  negligent  life;  and  this  ended 
in  a  joy  in  the  grace  of  God,  which  she  expressed  with  tears 
of  gratitude.  Many  other  places  I  could  also  name,  where  we 
met  with  a  most  kind  reception.  We  were  not  without  invi- 
tations from  the  Pharisees  themselves,  many  being  desirous 
of  discoursing  with  Jesus.     Farther,  it  must  not  be  omitted. 
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^liat  some  women,  Iiaving  (heir  hearts  set  entirely  on  the 
things  of  heaven,  accompanied  us,  and  even  supplied  us  from 
i.heir  own  substance.  Thus  did  God,  as  it  were,  with  jiis 
own  hand  provide  for  our  necessities.  Nay,  wc  often  had 
such  plenty,  as  to  relieve  the  indigent;  for  Jesus  was  of  such 
a  compassionate,  benevolent  temper,  that  when  he  saw  any 
one  sick,  or  in  want,  or  in  any  kind  of  distress,  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly moved,  and  immediately  helped  them,  even  those 
who  did  not  apply  to  him.  He  has  been  known  plentifully  to 
feed,  at  one  lime,  troops  of  four  or  five  thousand  men,  exclu- 
sive of  women  and  children. 

Pilgrim.  Softly,  sofdy,  father— why  you  must  have  had 
■ships  or  cart-loads  of  provisions  following  you:  there  could 
not,  certainly,  be  such  great  doings  as  you  talk  of. 

Clcophas.  There  were  no  provisions  at  all:  once,  indeed, 
a  youth  in  the  crowd  happened  to  have  five  barley-loaves, 
and  two  broiled  fishes;  and  with  these  Jesus  supplied  the 
multitude. 

Pilgrim.  This  savors  of  incrcdibility— but  I  must  hear 
farther, 

Cleophas.  On  the  sea,  or  lake,  of  Galilee,  are  two  towns, 
Tiberias  and  Bethsaida;  at  that  time  very  flourishing  places. 
Between  them,  near  a  bay  of  that  lake,  is  a  desert,  where 
great  numbers  had  been  with  him  some  days,  hearino-  his 
discourses — I  shall  never  forget  it.  It  was  a  little  before 
Easter,  in  the  month  of  March,  when  all  the  trees  bloomed, 
and  the  lively  herbage  was  intermingled  with  white  and  yel- 
low flowers.  The  sun  being  near  setting,  many  seemed  faint 
with  hunger;  the  children  cried,  the  mothers  were  tired  and 
spent,  and  had  nothing  to  give  them;  and  evening  coming  on 
apace,  there  was  but  a  melancholy  spectacle.  Jesus'  pity 
inclining  him  to  relieve  them,  he  consulted  with  lis  about 
putting  his  good  designs  into  execution.  One  was  for  sendlno- 
them  home,  another  v/as  lor  laying  out  what  money  we  had, 
which  was  about  five  pounds,  and  giving  a  pittance  to  every 
one;  but  he  himself  knew  best  what  was  to  be  done.  He 
caused  the  multitude  to  sit  down  separately,  in  companies  of 
fifty  or  a  hundred  together;  and  now  the  wonder  vvas,  what 
could  be  the  meaning  of  this  disposition,  and  what  was  to 
follow  next.  He  then  took  the  aforesaid  loaves  and  fislies, 
and,  raising  his  eyes  towards  heaven,  calling  on  the  Father, 
he  broke  them  into  pieces,  and  ordered  us  to  distribute  them 
16 
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among  the  people.  We  simply  imagined  his  hands  would 
be  soon  empty;  but  as  fast  as  we  dealt  the  pieces  out,  thev 
were  found  to  increase  in  our  laps,  and  under  his  hands,  and 
likewise  in  the  hands  of  those  who  reached  the  pieces  to 
others;  and  this  continued  till  all  were  satisfied;  when,  to  the 
great  amazement  of  the  people,  vv'hose  acclamations  of  thanks 
and  praise  made  all  places  ring,  the  fragments  gathered  up 
filled  twelve  baskets!  One  thought  on  the  manna  in  the 
wilderness;  another,  on  the  prophet  Elisha  and  the  widow 
of  Zarephath.  Some  said.  This  must  certainly  be  the  Pro- 
phet whom  Moses  spoke  of.  Others,  in  their  zeal,  cried  out^ 
Let  us  make  him  King- — he  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the 
Romans.  In  sliort,  there  began  to  be  a  great  ferment  amono- 
the  people;  but,  it  being  now  dusk,  Jesus  silently  withdrew  to 
a  solitary  mountain,  to  converse  with  God  in  prayer  and 
meditation. 

Pilgrim.  He  must  have  been  invested  with  a  wonderful 
power ! 

Cleophas.  Certainly — and  there  was  such  an  attractive 
sweetness  in  his  speech,  that  his  hearers,  quite  absorbed  in 
holy  rapture,  forgot  their  repasts.  Once,  being  in  a  bark 
with  him,  we  reached  the  shore  so  soon,  that  v.e  wondered 
how  the  time  had  passed  away  so  swift^  whereas,  before,  we 
had  been  lugging  at  the  oar  a  tedious  time,  without  gaining 
any  ground.  He  had  been  standing  on  the  shore,  where 
seeing  us  toiling  to  no  effect,  he  came  to  us,  walking  on  the 
sea,  and  stept  into  our  bark.  This  he  did  to  try  how  we 
would  behave  in  a  time  of  terror.  Then  he  comforted  us; 
and  it  was  his  endearing  conversation  which  made  our  pass- 
age appear  so  short. 

Pilgrim.  I  am  no  less  pleased  with  his  affability  and 
goodness,  than  amazed  at  his  actions!  he  seems  to  have  been 
equally  kind  to  all. 

Cleophas.  All  who  were  atflicted  in  body  or  mind  sought 
to  present  themselves  before  him.  And,  about  this  time, 
came  to  him  the  disciples  of  John,  all  in  a  consternation,  with 
the  melancholy  news,  that  their  master  had  been  beheaded  at 
Macherus  by  the  wicked  artifice  of  Herod ias,  who,  amidst 
the  revelry  of  a  banquet,  took  advantage  of  Herod's  being 
pleased  with  her  daughter's  dancing,  to  procure  his  order, 
that  John's  head  should  be  immediately  brought  on  a  large 
dish,  as  for  a  show,  when  that  cruel  woman  ran  a  bodkin 
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through  the  tongue;  because  he  had  reproved  the  incestuous 
aduhery  of  Herod,  in  marrying  her,  she  being  his  brother 
Philip's  v/ife.  The  suddenness  and  manner  of  their  master's 
unexpected  death,  quite  overwhelmed  them  with  grief.  Jesus 
received  them  with  the  most  tender  sympathy  and  kindness, 
and,  liaving  comforted  them,  took  them  into  a  wilderness, 
where,  whilst  he  prayed,  he  recommended  to  them  to  repose 
themselves. 

Pilgrinu     Certainly  nothing  better  for  a  troubled  mind. 

CleopJias.  Yes — and  they  found  the  benefit  of  a  quiet 
retirement;  but  Jesus'  ardor,  to  discharge  his  mission,  would 
not  admit  of  a  recess  of  any  continuance.  He  soon  showed 
liimself  again,  and  went  from  place  to  place,  preaching  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  the  people  flocking  to  him,  from, all  parts, 
in  boats,  in  wagons,  on  horseback,  and  even  on  foot.  They 
left  their  shops,  offices,  farms,  whatever  their  business  was, 
to  follow  him;  yet  not  a  few  from  mere  curiosity;  others,  to 
hear  his  doctrines,  having  conceived  a  favorable  opinion  of 
them;  and  many,  to  be  cured  of  bodily  infirmities;  for  to  hmi 
nothing  was  impossible.  He  restored  life  to  the  dead,  cleansed 
lepers,  cast  out  devils.  In  whatever  language  he  was  spoken 
to,  he  could  answer  in  the  same;  so  that  all  places  were  full 
of  his  wonderful  endowments. 

Pilgrim.  What  was  the  general  opinion  of  him,  as  he 
did  such  mighty  things'? 

Cleophas.  They  knew  not  what  to  think  of  him,  with 
any  certainty:  some,  from  the  Pythagorean  opinion,  that 
souls  transmigrate  from  one  body  to  another,  imagined  him 
to  be  John  the  Baptist;  whilst  others,  from  his  many  mira- 
cles, rather  thought  him  the  prophet  Elias;  others,  from  his 
exhorting  every  one  to  amendment  of  life,  without  respect  of 
persons,  judged  him  to  be  Jeremiah;  or,  at  least,  one  of  those 
prophets  whom  God,  in  old  times,  sent  to  reprove,  instruct, 
and  comfort  his  people.  But  none  of  them  had  a  true  know- 
ledge of  him. 

Pilgrim.  He  must  have  had  something  noble  in  his  ap- 
pearance, to  be  compared  to  sucli  persons. 

Cleophas.  His  shape  was  rather  delicate  than  robust:  in 
his  countenance  there  was  such  a  mixture  of  dignity  and 
sweetness,  as  excited  both  love  and  awe.  His  stature  was 
middling;  his  hair  of  the  color  of  a  ripe  hazel-nut,  and,  part- 
ing at  the  crown  of  his  head,  hung  down  straight,  after  the 
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manner  of  the  Nazarenes^  to  his  shouhlers,  where  it  curfed 
a  little:  of  the  same  color  was  his  beard,  which  parted  in  the 
middle  of  his  chin,  and  v/as  of  no  great  length :  his  face  per- 
fectly smooth,  without  any  wrinkle,  spot,  or  blemish:  his  eyes 
of  a  mildness,  inclining  to  gravity:  and  his  cheeks  were 
tinged  with  a  rosy  redness.  He  spoke  little — in  exhortation, 
loving — -in  reproofs,  serious.  Tears  were  .not  uncommon 
with  him;  but  he  was  never  seen  to  laugh.  He  was  also  free 
from  all  morosencss  or  anger;  and  in  all  his  deportment 
and  w-ays,  there  was  such  a  natural  ease  and  beauty,  that 
justly  was  he  styled  the  most  amiable  among  the  children 
of  men. 

Pilgrim.  O!  blessed  were  the  eyes  which  saw  him,  and 
t]]8  ears  which  heard  him! 

Cleophas,  And  much  more  they  who  knew  him  such  as 
lie  truly  was,  and  were  thereby  moved  to  receive  his  doc- 
trines into  an  obedient  heart:  for  his  dignity  was  m^uch  greater 
than  appeared  outwardly.  That  he  revealed  only  to  those 
v/hom  he  honored  with  an  intimate  confidence,  particularly 
three  of  the  apostles,  Peter,  James,  and  John;  for  once,  whilst 
he  was  praying  on  the  summit  of  mount  Tabor,  his  counte- 
]iance  altered,  and  became  as  the  sun  in  its  brightness;  and 
his  apparel,  exceedingly  white  and  shining;  and  on  each  side 
of  him  stood  a  venerable  personage.  These  were  Moses  and 
Elias.  What  these  favored  apostles  saw  and  felt  there,  is 
above  all  w^ords  to  describe:  they  could  have  wished  it  had 
lasted  for  ever:  and  not  a  little  dejected  w-ere  they,  when 
these  glories  vanished.  They  thought  no  more  of  any  thing 
in  the  world.  It  seemed  the  felicity  and  perfection  of  heaven. 
They  often  related,  and  never  without  tears,  the  love  which 
arose  in  them  towards  these  blessed  prophets,  and  each 
other — how  sweet  the  heavenly  voice  testifying  hi^vglory- 
Some  mention,  indeed,  was  made  of  the  cross  and  sufFerings^ 
but  such  was  their  rapture,  that  tl:iey  laid  it  not  to  heart.  At 
last  a  godly  aw^e  seized  them;  they  seemed  quite  out  of  them- 
selves, overpowered  by  divine  irradiations.  Then  w^ondered 
they  no  longer  at  any  miracles  he  did.  All  their  w^onder 
was,  that  so  divine  a  Person  had  humbled  himself  so  very 
low,  as  to  become  like  the  children  of  men,  and  be  subject  to 
contumely,  the  cross,  and  sufferings!  Such  was  his  humili- 
ation, that  he  would  not  have  his  dignity  openly  revealed,  as 
thereby  the  sense  of  his  approaching  sufferings  must  have 
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been  abated,  or  wholly  removed.  He  died  for  us — and 
would  die  with  all  the  feelings  of  human  nature  about  him. 
These  particulars  we  had  from  them  afterwards;  for  we 
knew  nothing  but  that  he  was  gone  up  the  mountain  to  pray, 
as  he  frequently  did;  for  we  have  known  him  to  spend  the 
whole  night  in  prayer.  His  constant  custom  was  to  rise  very 
early,  and  withdraw  to  devotional  exercises.  Thus,  when 
we  walked  with  him  through  Galilee,  he  would  lead  us  up 
mountains,  or  into  lonely  places,  and  instruct  us,  with  a 
fatherly  concern,  in  all  things  necessary  to  make  us  heirs  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Pilgrim.  But  did  not  he  v.alk  any  longer  in  public,  and 
converse  wdth  the  multitude? 

Cleophas,  Certainly— and  the  follov/ing  year  more  than 
ever.  He  was  for  digging  and  manuring  the  soil  afresh,  so 
that  it  might  produce  the  more  abundantly:  but  previously, 
from  the  whole  body  of  his  disciples,  he  made  choice  of 
seventy,  and  sent  them  forth,  two  by  two,  like  the  twelve 
apostles,  being  about  leaving  Capernaum,  where  he  had 
chiefly  dwelt  for  the  space  of  two  years,  and  again  visit  the 
country  for  the  last  time.  His  exhortations  and  sermons, 
the  signs  and  wonders  he  wrought,  his  many  journeys  and 
fatigues,  the  various  receptions  he  met  with,  the  many  per- 
'■^  secutions  he  suffered  from  the  Pharisees  in  this  his  last 
circuit,  1  omit,  as  nearly  resembling  what  1  have  already 
related. 

Pilgrim.  You  seem,  lather,  to  reluct  against  giving  any 
account  of  the  last  passages  of  this  excellent  person's  life. 

Cleophas.  O!  to  think  on  that  feast  of  Tabernacles!  It 
was  in  September;  and  all  places  in  this  city  were  stuck  with 
boughs.  Jesus,  for  some  time,  kept  himself  concealed,  on 
account  of  the  great  ferment  among  the  people.  Some,  who 
had  heard  his  sermons,  and  seen  the  miracles  done  by  him, 
declared  for  him,  saying,  he  must  be  the  true  Christ;  other- 
wise he  could  never  have  the  power  to  do  such  things  as, 
undeniably,  he  has  done.  Then,  his  constant  devotion,  his 
gravity  and  mildness,  speak  him  a  prophet.  Where  was 
such  a  man  ever  heard  of?  On  the  other  hand,  the  Phari- 
sees, and  their  followers,  cried,  that  he  was  a  seducer,  and 
would  set  the  whole  country  in  a  flame.  Jesus  afterwards 
showing  himself  in  public,  all  were  struck  with  the  dignity 
of  his  appearance.  His  doctrine  flowed  like  a  stream  of 
16* 
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living  water.  The  hearts  of  many  were  so  powerfully  con- 
vinced, that  they  shouted  forth  their  behef  in  him.  This 
irritated  the  Pharisees;  and  the  crowd  was  very  great.  One 
cried  this,  and  another  that — when  armed  men  came  to  seize 
Jesus,  a  tumult  being  apprehended.  I  well  remember  what 
a  panic  we  were  in!  However,  this  time  all  ended  very  well; 
but  the  next  day  it  vvas  much  worse.  Jesus  had  come  early 
into  the  temple,  and  preached  divine  truths;  but  tlie  Jews 
raved  and  stormed,  as  if  they  had  been  out  of  their  senses^ 
and  at  last  proceeded  to  throw  stones  at  him.  But,  to  set  us 
an  example  of  patience  under  ill  treatment,  he,  who,  v/ith  a 
word,  could  have  destroyed  them  all,  quietly  withdrew;  and, 
so  far  from  resenting  their  brutality,  and  ceasing  to  do  them 
good,  he,  immediately  after,  restored  sight  to  one  who  had 
been  born  blind.  But  this  proved  only  fresh  fuel  to  the 
jealousy  and  malice  of  the  Pharisees.  They  held  secret 
meetings,  and  consulted  together,  and  used  all  manner  of 
artifices,  to  catch  him  in  something  whereon  to  ground  an 
accusation;  but  he  approved  himself  a  faithful  Shepherd, 
come  to  feed  his  spiritual  sheep.  He  now  again  left  this  dis- 
tracted, bliiuled  city,  and  withdrew  to  the  other  side  of  Jordan, 
whither  he  vv'as  followed  by  a  multitude  of  people,  among 
v.'hom  were  also  some  agents  of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees, 
watching  for  an  opportunity  of  laying  hold  of  him  by  .surprise, 
and  carrying  ii?m  off. 

Pilgrim.  What  could  they  luean  by  tuch  im[.'Uicablc 
rancor  against  Jesusi 

CleojjJias,  Why,  his  doctrines,  in  many  points,  clashed 
with  theirs..  I  r.ey  made  no  account  of  real  inward  lioliness; 
and  for  a  sanctimonious  appearance  in  the  eye  of  the  world, 
were  inflexibly  rigid.  This  they  placed  in  an  outward  ob- 
servation of  the  Sabbath,  washing  of  hands,  ablution?,  bath- 
ings, fasting  outwardly,  making  loud  prayers,  and  Cue  like 
externals,  the  heart  remaining  unchanged,  full  of  cv  vetous- 
ness,  malice,  and  arrogance;  whcroas,  the  former,  Jesus  ex- 
posed, as  vain  and  hypocritical,  v/idiout  suitable  tempers: 
the  latter,  he  severely  reprimanded.  He  exploded,  also^ 
many  of  their  favorite  institutes,  atsd  urged  purity  of  heart, 
doing  good  to  all  men,  loving  cur  enemies,  indifference  to 
worldly  things,  and  not  to  look  for  a  kingdom  on  earth. 
Earnestly  did  he  admonish  us,  and  the  people,  to  beware  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Pharisees,  as  illusory,  and  of  no  solidity. 
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This  it  was  which  provoked  them,  sensible  that  thus  they 
should  lose  all  their  authority,  and  sink  into  a  level  with  the 
common  herd;  to  love  one's  enemies  being  inconsistent  with 
oppressing  them:  an  indillerence  to  the  world,  with  an  affecta- 
tion of  superiority,  and  a  delight  in  homage;  Thus  they 
loaded  him  with  all  the  abuses  malice  could  suggest.  Some- 
times he  was  a  despiser  of  the  Sabbath;  sometimes  out  of  his 
mind,  and  had  a  devil;  sometimes  they  exclaimed  against 
him,  as  a  friend  of  publicans  and  sinners,  with  many  more 
such  railings. 

Pilgrim.  Bigotry  chokes  many  excellent  virtues  in  us, 
and  blinds  us  to  those  of  others — but  please  to  proceed. 

Cleophas.  Jesus,  as  I  said,  departing  from  Jerusalem, 
went  about  the  country,  through  the  towns  and  villages, 
preaching  tlK  kingdom  of  heaven,  reproving  and  exhorting; 
likewise  curing  the  diseases  of  aU'who  addressed  themselves 
to  him.  He  recommended  to  his  hearers  great  self-denial, 
to  take  up  their  cross,  and  not  to  settle  their  hearts  on  any 
thing  in  this  w'orld.  In  his  teaching,  he  frequently  made 
use  of  parables,  or  similitudes,  of  various  things  and  trans- 
actions; but  all  his  public  discourses,  and  private  conversa- 
tion, tended  to  edifying.  Not  an  idle  word,  nor  any  slander, 
or  backbiting,  ever  was  known  to  come  from  him;  and  if  he 
deigned  a  word  on  worldly  concerns,  it  was  no  further  than 
necessity  or  courtesy. 

Pilgrim.  Yet  v,e  may  suppose  such  talk  was  often 
thrown  in  his  way,  as  all  kinds  of  people  reported  to  him. 

Cleophas.  True — it  was  not  on  spiritual  motives  that  all 
came  to  him.  Some  would  consult  him  about  the  distri- 
bution of  their  worldly  goods;  others  were  curious  of  knowing 
whether  few  or  many  should  be  saved;  and  some  had  the 
audaciousness  to  come  with  captious  questions.  Others  were 
taken  up  with  inquiring  after  news;  for  the  country  was  full 
of  various  reports  of  w^hat  was  doing  in  several  parts.  Some 
could,  off  hand,  tell  who  had  been  consuls  at  Rome  such 
and  such  a  year;  that,  three  years  before,  Rubellius  and 
Fuscus  had  filled  that  high  office,  and  that  they  were  suc- 
ceeded by  Lon^ius  and  Quartinus,  and  these  by  the  emperor 
Tiberius  and  Elius  Sejanus;  but  that  Sejanus'  enormities 
having  excited  an  insurrection,  Tiberius  caused  him  and  his 
whole  family  to  be  put  to  death ;  the  disturbances  in  the 
empire  on   account  of  these;   that,  for  the   current   year. 
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Domitius  Enobarbus,  and  Vitellius  Nepos,  were  raised  to  the 
consulship.  They  could  also  tell  how  Herod  Antipas,  with 
great  slaughter,  lost  a  battle  against  Aretas,  king  of  the 
Arabians,  who  had  levied  an  army,  purely,  to  revenge  the 
injury  done  to  his  daughter,  Antipas'  wife,  by  his  repudiating 
her,  to  make  room  for  the  adulteress,  Herod ias — and  not  a 
few  looked  on  this  bloody  defeat,  as  a  judgment  on  him  for 
his  cruelty  to  John  the  Baptist.  Others  talked  of  Pilate's 
having  killed  some  ill-affected  Galileans,  and  mingled  their 
blood  with  their  sacrifices;  also,  how  the  tower  of  Siloam 
suddenly  fell,  and  crushed  eighteen  persons.  These,  and 
the  like  events,  they  used  to  canvass  with  great  heat;  and, 
wrangling  about  who  was  in  fault,  brought  their  imperti- 
nences before  Jesus,  for  a  decision.  To  every  thing,  hov/- 
ever,  he  gave  them;^uch  answers  as  conveyed  some  solid 
instruction.  I^  his  way  through  Samaria  and  Galilee,  he 
healed  two  Jl^ers.  And  now,  it  being  the  feast  of  the  Dedi- 
cation, which  was  in  the  month  of  December,  he  again  went 
to  Jerusalem;  and,  walking  in  one  of  the  porches  of  the 
temple,  a  clamorous  rabble  of  Jews  gathered  about  him,  and 
furiously  insisting  that  he  should  declare  whether  he  was  the 
true  Christ,  the  late  commotion  at  the  feast  of  the  Taber- 
nacles being  still  fresh  in  their  mind,  Jesus  mildly  reasoned 
with  them;  yet,  instead  of  acquiescing,  or  going  away  peace- 
ably, they  gathered  stones  to  kill  him— the  way  of  all  wicked 
people,  when  they  are  nonplused.  Jesus,  on  this,  quitted  the 
city,  and  came  to  Belhabara,  on  the  river  Jordan.  O!  his 
many  melancholy  steps  through  the  Valley  Gate!  of  which, 
from  hence,  you  still  see  some  pieces — particularly  now, 
v/hen,  like  an  exile,  he  was  compelled  to  depart,  and  seek 
shelter  near  the  river  Jordan.  These  insults  were  the  com- 
mencement of  that  nefarious  crime,  for  which,  as  you  see,  the 
country  was  so  severely  scourged. 

Pilgrim.     How  long  did  he  continue  there? 

Cleophas.  But  a  short  time — something  falling  out,  which 
drew  him  to  the  neighborhood  of  Jerusalem. 

Pilgrim.  To  expose  himself  again  to  those  flagitious 
wretches ! 

Cleophas.  The  disciples  could  have  wished  him  to  re- 
main beyond  Jordan.  They  had  not  forgot  the  outrages  of 
his  adversaries;  how  they  threatened,  gnashing  their  teeth 
for  malice,  and  throwing  of  stones ;  also,  the  ill  treatment, 
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the  hardships  and  afliictions,  they  liad  undergone  at  Jerusa- 
lem, and  other  places.  But  Jesus'  benevolence  seemed  to 
hrave  danger;  and  the  urgency  of  tlie  case  admitted  of*  no 
delay. 

Pilgrim.  It  must  also  liave  been  some  weighty  con- 
cern. 

Cleophas.  Lazarus,  one  of  his  kindest  friends,  lay  dan- 
gerously ill,  so  that  his  two  sisters,  who  had  so  often  enter- 
tained us,  and  had  a  great  affection  for  their  brother,  de- 
spatched a  messenger  to  Jesus,  requesting  he  would  come  and 
restore  health  to  his  friend;  but,  before  his  arrival,  he  receives 
advice  of  his  death.  However;  he  goes  on,  apparently  mucli 
dejected. 

Pilgrim.     Did  his  disciples  go  with  him? 
Cleophas.     Yes — but  with  fear  and  trembling,  expecting 
nothing  but  death,  and  determined  to  die  with  him. 

Pilgrim.  So  he  went  purely  to  comfort  his  friend's 
sisters. 

Cleophas.     Yes — by  raising  him  to  life  again. 
Pilgrim .     Wonderful ! 

Cleophas.  Jesus,  on  his  coming  to  Bethany,  found  the 
house  full  of  relations  and  acquaintances,  from  Jerusalem, 
come  to  condole  with  the  afflicted  sisters,  who,  hearing  that 
Jesus  was  drawing  near,  went  to  meet  him,  the  active  Martha 
first,  and  soon  followed  the  sedate  Mary — but  without  the 
least  hope  of  what  Jesus  intended,  their  minds  being  quite 
])lunged  in  sorrow — and  all  about  them  were  weeping  and 
wailing:  Jesus  himself,  when  shown  the  grave  where  worthy 
Lazarus  lay,  joined  also  in  their  tears.  There  is  no  ex- 
pressing the  amaze,  the  terror,  and  joy,  of  the  bystanders, 
at  seeing  the  corpse,  only  at  the  call  of  Jesus,  come  forth 
from  the  grave,  roll  about  his  eyes,  a  vital  red  efface  his 
•paleness,  and  his  arms  move,  as  if  he  was  only  arisen  from 
his  daily  sleep.  Such  a  miracle  soon  flew  from  one  end  of 
the  city  to  the  other;  it  was  the  talk  of  all  companies;  private 
houses,  and  the  places  of  resort,  were  full  of  it.  Every  one 
expressed  an  eagerness  to  be  certified  of  the  truth  of  such 
an  extraordinary  event.  Great  numbers  were  firmly  con- 
vinced of  his  being  the  Christ,  and  that  tlie  Pharisees  were 
utterly  in  the  wrong. 

Pilgrim.     But  what  construction  was  put  on  these  nume- 
rous conversions? 
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Cleophas.  Never  was  known  such  a  dangerous  juncture: 
many  feared  that  the  country  was  at  the  eve  of  its  destruc- 
tion: for  had  they  set  up  Jesus  for  King,  (and  some  shouts 
were  heard,  which  looked  that  way,)  the  Romans,  against 
whom  this  would  have  been  a  direct  revolt,  would  have  put 
every  thing  to  fire  and  sword.  The  men  of  the  robe  began 
to  hurry  to  and  fro.  The  Sanhedrim,  or  grave  Council  of 
Seventy-Two,  was  convened;  and  not  one  member  absented 
himself.  Several  expedients  were  proposed,  many  motions 
were  made,  the  exigency  being  of  the  utmost  importance.  At 
last,  on  the  persuasion  of  Joseph  Caiaphas,  it  was  resolved, 
that  there  was  no  other  effectual  expedient,  than  that  of  put- 
ting Jesus  to  death,  and  to  seize  the  first  opportunity  of  doing 
it.  But  how^blind  is  the  craft  of  man!  What  was  held  to  be 
the  surest  pj|feervative,  proved  the  very  occasion  of  all  the 
subsequent  calamities  which  befel  this  poor  country,  the 
RoHpSia-:having  desolated  it,  as  a  chastisement  of  their  con- 
tinual insurrections,  and  not  on  account  of  any  party  formed 
to  set  up  Jesus.  The  sentence  passed  on  Jesus  was  soon 
made  public  by  edicts,  ordering  all  persons  to  apprehend 
Jesus,  v/herever  they  met  him,  and  to  deliver  him  up  to  the 
great  Council. 

Pilgrim,  What  measures  did  Jesus  take?  • 
Cleophas,  He  silently  withdrew  to  a  desert  near  the 
town  of  Ephraim,  not  far  from  Jericho.  We  accompanied 
him:  it  was  inexpressibly  delightful:  the  palm-trees  were  in 
Hheir  full  verdure,  the  roses  in  their  bloom,  and  innumerable 
odoriferous  herbs  spread  their  reviving  scents  through  the  air. 
The  sun  shone  with  a  genial  heat,  it  being  now  spring — for 
we  continued  here  all  the  month  of  March,  remote  from  the 
fury  of  the  Pharisees,  and  enjoying  the  sweet,  the  consolo- 
tary,  the  divine  conversations  of  our  Lord.  The  world 
seemed  to  be  of  no  farther  regard  to  us:  we  could  have  stayed 
there  for  ever  with  the  dear  Jesus.  But  the  Passover  ap- 
proaching, he  intimated  to  us  his  intention  of  going  again  to 
Jerusalem,  and  talked  of  what  he  was  to  suffer  there,  w^hich 
grieved  us  to  the  heart.  Yet  how  fluctuating  and  variable  is 
man's  heart!  Instead  of  that  blessed  heavenly-mindedness, 
which  we  felt  in  our  recess,  it  was  now  changed  into  wrang- 
ling. One  was  for  being  master;  another  would  not  bear  it. 
But  Jesus,  by  his  mild  wisdom,  silenced  them,  and  gave  us 
to  understand,  that  ambition  did  not  belong  to  his  disciplesi 
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A.S  he  passed  through  Jericho,  great  multitudes  followed  him^ 
he  instructed  them  in  the  things  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven; 
and  he  restored  sight  to  two  beggars.  All  who  came  to  him 
he  received  with  the  greatest  ailability  and  kindness,  even 
notorious  sinners,  when  expressing  a  sorrow  for  their  wicked- 
ness. Thus  Zaccheus,  a  chief  of  the  publicans,  was  so  af- 
fected by  Jesus'  goodness,  that  lie  came  to  him,  lamenting 
his  sins,  and  gave  half  his  substance  to  the  poor,  and  invited 
Jesus  to  take  up  his  abode  with  him.  But  to  return  to  our 
journey.  When  we  had  passed  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  city 
in  the  desert  of  Quarentena,  and  came  in  sight  of  the  stately 
edifices  of  Jerusalem  as  it  then  was,  namely  the  kings'  pa- 
lace, the  castle  of  Antonia,  the  tower  of  Ophel,  the  mounts 
Akra  and  Bethesa,  with  their  lofty  buildings,  and  especially 
the  glorious  splendor  of  the  temple,  lifiing  up  its  head  far 
above  all  the  other  parts,  many  high  gates  and  large  towers 
adding  to  the  grandeur  of  the  appearance,  we  were  struck 
with  consternation,  dreading  v.hat  might  be  the  event  of  Jesus' 
going  thither.  But  he  left  the  city  on  the  right  hand  and  went 
to  his  friends  at  Bethany. 

Pilgrim,  Who,  no  doubt,  were  rejoiced  at  the  coming  of 
their  Shepherd. 

Cleophas.  Oh!  words  caamot  describe  the  joy  and  cor- 
diality with  which  they  received  us;  till  with  great  concern, 
they  began  to  acquaint  us  with  some  particular  proceedings  of 
the  malicious  Pharisees;  of  their  endeavors  to  find  out  Jesus, 
and  of  their  proclaiming  a  reward  for  any  who  should  appre- 
hend and  secure  him.  They  also  had  the  same  fears  with 
us,  that  on  our  coming  within  Jerusalem,  Jesus'  enemies 
would,  by  some  means  or  other,  compass  their  ends  on  him, 
and  we  should  share  his  fate;  but  Jesus,  not  displeased  at 
their  tenderness,  mildly  signified  to  them,  that  he  was  to  suf- 
fer at  this  feast  of  the  Passover;  such  was  the  Father's  plea- 
sure; to  that  end  was  he  sent;  but  of  benefit  inexpressible 
would  his  sufferings  be  to  all  who  believed  in  him.  This 
threw  us  into  a  melancholy  silence.  Martha  who  had  a  very 
honest,  well-meaning  heart,  got  ready  a  supper  with  such 
diligence  and  plenty,  as  if  sensible  it  would  be  the  last  time 
of  her  having  the  pleasure  of  entertaining  us.  But  grief  left 
us  little  inclination  to  eat;  the  thoughts  of  Jesus'  approach- 
ing death  quite  overwhelmed  the  whole  company;  and  Mary, 
to  give  the  last  token  of  her  respect  to  Jesus,  poured  some  very 
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costly  ointment  on  his  head,  and  bathed  his  feet  with  her  tears^ 
On  her  opening  the  box  of  ointment  the  fragrancy  scented 
all  the  house,  and  we  wondered  at  her  great  love;  for  the 
ointment  she  had  poured  could  not  have  cost  less  than  five 
pounds.  Every  heart  was  transported  to  see  their  Master 
thus  honored,  and  became  enkindled  with  the  like  divine  love, 
except  one  of  us,  who  was  even  then  full  of  black  devices. 
That  hypocritical,  false-hearted  traitor! 

Pilgrim.  This  circumstance,  father,  goes  very  near  your 
heart.     What  was,  then,  this  man? 

Cleophas,  In  outward  appearance  and  office  an  apostle, 
who,  like  others,  had  accompanied  Jesus;  but  in  heart  he  was 
a  traitor,  and  very  justly  called  Tscariot,  that  is,  a  ditch  cov- 
ered with  briers.  This  avaricious  wretch  dared  to  frown  at 
Mary,  by  whose  liberal  hospitality  he  had  so  often  been  re- 
freshed; and  after  dropping  some  scandalous  reflections  on 
the  anointing,  he  walked  out  of  the  house.  Now  he  repaired 
to  the  council  of  the  high-priests,  who  were  not  a  little  sur- 
prised at  one  of  Jesus'  disciples  appearing  in  their  presence. 
On  being  asked  his  business,  he  made  no  difficulty  of  declar- 
ing to  them  that  it  was  on  condition  of  a  reward,  to  betray 
his  Master  into  such  hands  as  they  should  appoint.  In  his 
•eyes,  gestures,  and  v/hole  appearance,  there  was  a  wild  fero- 
city, as  of  one  agitated  by  gloomay  ideas;  as  indeed  Satan,  find- 
ing him  a  proper  subject  to  work  on,  had  wrought  in  him  a 
forgetfulness  of  all  Jesus'  kindness,  and  impressed  him  with 
many  horrid  passions;  otherwise,  it  is  not  in  nature  that 
he  could  ever  have  gone  about  a  crime  of  so  deep  a  dye. 
The  high-priests  were  rejoiced  at  this  unexpected  proposal, 
and  agreed  to  give  him  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  provided  he  de- 
livered up  Jesus,  by  day  or  night,  without  any  disturbance; 
that  he  was  to  advise  them  of  the  time,  and  they  would  be 
ready  immediately  to  give  him  what  assistance  he  required. 
With  this  perfidious  intent  he  returned  to  us,  who  knew  no- 
thing of  the  matter;  but  Jesus  to  whose  divine  knowledge  all 
secrets  were  open,  had,  in  the  Spirit,  seen  all  his  negotiation 
with  the  priests;  but  instead  of  saying  any  thing  to  him, 
treated  him  with  wonderful  affability.  This  treachery  made 
no  disagreeable  impression  on  him,  being  known  to  him  from 
the  beginning,  as  the  good  pleasure  of  the  Father,  and  the  re- 
sult of  the  heavenly  scheme  for  man's  redemption. 


A  PILGRIM  a:\»  cLEorn.vs.  193 

Pilgriui.  1  know  not  whether  1  execrate  (he  traitor's  un- 
grateful wickedness,  more  than  I  admire  Jesus'  lenity.  Both, 
as  very  extraordinary,  open  a  vast  field  for  meditation,  and 
increase  ray  desire  of  hearing  the  issue. 

Cleophas.  The  next  day,  being  Sumlay,  Jesus,  agreea- 
bly to  the  prophecy,  intending  to  make  his  entry  into  Jerusa- 
lem on  a  she-ass,  sent  away  two  of  his  disciples  for  it,  whilst 
he  came  on  foot^  to  that  small  village  Bethphage,  yonder,  be- 
hind the  raoun^^of  Olives;  but  you  may  observe  that  some 
ruins  shov/  it  to  have  been  larger  than  in  its  present  state. 
You  also  see,  on  one  side  of  the  mountain,  a  road  which 
wmds  off  another  way. 

Pilgrim.     I  see  it  very  plainly. 

Cleophas.  There  the  tvvo  disciples  met  us  with  the  she- 
ass.  Having  laid  our  clothes  over  it,  we  seated  the  Lord  of 
lords  on  the  beast;  and,  on  his  approach  to  the  city,  he  was 
met  by  a  multitude  of  people  marching  like  an  army;  but  in- 
stead of  arms  they  had  only  boughs,.as  receiving  their  King  in 
a  triumphant  manner.  The  air  rang  v/ith  joyful  acclama- 
tions; and  0,11  the  road  leading  to  Jerusalem,  bein^  about  the 
distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  was  strewed  with  branches  of 
palm,  olive,  and  other  trees.  Transport  appeared  in  every 
face;  and  some  pulling  off  their  upper  garments,  spread  them 
on  the  ground,  in  token  of  greater  homage  to  their  supposed 
King.  The  eyes  of  all  were  fixed  on  Jesus,  who  came  on 
with  a  graceful  meekness,  in  the  midst  of  his  disciples,  and 
crowds  holding  up  branches  of  palm-trees,  that  it  looked  like 
a  moving  wood,  and  shouting,  "Hosanna  to  the  son  of  David! 
blessed  is  he  who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  The  dis- 
ciples, in  the  mean  time,  relating  to  the  people  the  olorious 
works  he  had  done;  how  he  had  made  thel3lind  to  see,  the  deaf 
to  hear,  the  lame  to  walk,  with  many  other  similar  acts  of 
goodness  and  supernatural  power,  and  had  even  raised  the 
dead  to  life,  of  which  they  had  a  recent  and  well  known  in- 
stance in  Lazarus.  They  also  shouted,  "Hosanna  in  the 
highest !  Blessed  be  the  kingdom  of  our  father  David!"  The 
Pharisees,  vexed  to  the  heart  at  these  marks  of  honor  thus 
publicly  shown  to  the  object  of  their  malice,  went  up  to 
Jesus,  telling  him,  "  It  would  become  him  to  suppress  such 
riotous,  behavior  (as  they  termed  it)  of  his  f  )llowers.  But 
the  answer  they  received  from  Jesus  was,  "That  it  was  now 
impossible  to  silence  the  people  in  their  praises  of  God;  and 
otherwise,  the  very  stones  would  proclaim  it."  Being  come 
17 
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to  the  mount,  whence  he  had  a  full  view  of  the  city,  whicli 
then,  beside  its  magnificence,  was  of  great  breadth  and 
length,  as  the  ruins  of  the  walls  plainly  show,  particularly 
the  outward  wall,  which  was  little  short  of  nine  miles  in  cir- 
cuit; and  seeing,  among  many  other  noble  structures,  the 
incomparable  temple,  with  its  golden  roof,  reflecting  such  a 
glorious  effulgence;  considering  also  the  condition  into 
which  it  is  fallen,  or  rather,  by  his  divine  intuition,  having 
present  to  him  all  the  calamities  and  miseries  which  were 
coming  on  it,  and  so  near  that  the  next  generation  would  live 
to  see  them;  but  chiefly  that  this  catastrophe  was  owing  to 
their  sins,  of  which  they  had  not  the  least  sense,  and  instead 
of  repentance,  were  swelling  the  number  of  their  iniquities, 
he  wept  very  bitterly,  and  with  such  emotions  drew  tears 
from  us  all.  He  lamented  their  blindness,  and  foretold  their 
lall,  but  in  words  so  interrupted  by  bursts  of  grief  that  they 
could  not  be  entirely  connected  together;  and  even  when,  at 
length,  he  Svas  come  within  the  city,  his  eyes  and  clieeks 
were  still  wet  with  tears.  It  was  through  that  gate  on 
mount  Sion,  called  the  Fountain  Gate,  though  now  you  see 
9t  only  a  heap  of  rubbish,  that  he  entered,  and  immediately  the 
whole  city  was  in  an  uproar,  the  windows  and  doors  v,^ere 
flung  open,  the  people  gazing  and  asking,  "  What  is  the  mat- 
ter?' To  whom  the  multitude,  who  ran  before,  answered, 
"It  is  Jesus  the  Prophet  of  Nazareth,  come  from  Gahlee." 

Pilgrim.  An  alarming  entry  for  an  unknown  Monarch? 
And  what  did  he  in  the  city? 

Cleophas,  Whatever  he  judged  necessary  to  be  done, 
previously  to  his  sufferings.  First,  according  to  his  custom, 
he  went  to  tJjQ  temple,  out  of  which  he  again  drove  the  mo- 
ney-changers, the  sellers  of  beasts  and  birds,  and  other  deal- 
ers, as  an  avaricious  abuse  of  that  sacred  place.  And  when 
the  Pharisees  questioned  him  concerning  this  procedure,  he, 
in  several  parables,  exposed  their  hypocrisy,  oppression,  and 
cruelty.  Three  days  successively  he  taught  in  the  temple, 
in  the  evening  retiring  to  Bethany  or  the  mount  of  Olives; 
in  which  time  he  suffered  a  great  deal  from  the  opposition 
and  insidious  questions  and  turbulency  of  the  Pharisees, 
Sadducees,  and  Herodians;  but  dexterously  eluding  their 
snares,  or  confuting  them  with  unanswerable  strength,  he 
put  them  to  open  shame  before  their  admirers,  that  they  never 
after  would  venture  to  exchange  a  word  with  him.     After- 
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wards,  reproving  the  hypocrisy  of  the  Pharisees,  and  foretell- 
ing the  chastisement  which  waited  them  for  all  the  blood 
shed  by  their  sanguinary  practices,  on  Tuesday  evening, 
goincr  out  of  the  temple,  the  disciples  showed  him  with  won- 
der, die  stateliness  of  the  edifice,  and  especially  the  stones  of 
which  it  was  composed,  being  no  less  than  twenty  yards 
long,  six  in  thickness,  and  eight  broad,  and  joined  with  such 
art  that  the  insertions  were  imperceptible.  The  towers 
about  the  temple  were  constructed  in  the  like  manner.  "How- 
ever admirable  these  things  appear  to  you,"  answered  Jesus, 
"the  time  is  coming  when  not  one  stone  shall  be  left  on  another;" 
which,  though  then  very  improbable,  is  within  my  time  come 
to  pass,  and  you  yourself,  son,  too  plainly  see  it.  And  sit- 
ting down  on  that  mount  of  Olives,  he  informed  us  of  many 
calamitous  circumstances  which  would  precede  this  deplora- 
ble overthrow,  as  famine,  pestilence,  wars,  massacres,  and 
distress,  all  over  the  country;  and  then  should  the  city  bo 
closely  besieged,  and  sufier  the  very  extremity  of  all  that  is 
horrid  and  afflictive,  and  at  length  be  destroyed  and  trodden 
under  foot.  This  sad  prediction  he  delivered  with  an  ear- 
nestness and  sympathy  that  made  a  great  impression  on  us: 
and  it  is  as  if  I  still  heard  him. 

Pilgrim.  Then  you  stayed  there  late  in  the  night. 
>  Cleophas.  The  forepart  of  the  night  we  usually  spent 
m  devotional  exercises,  particularly  at  this  melancholy  junc- 
ture, when  Jesus  was  preparing  to  leave  the  world.  On 
3^onder  eminence  once  stood  a  village  called  Gethsemane, 
in  which  was  a  garden,  where  we  frequently  withdrew  to  join 
in  prayer,  it  being  a  very  quiet, -retired  place.  Jesus  having 
passed  near  two  days  in  the  closest  devotion  with  his  chosen 
friends,  whilst  the  Pharisees  narrowly  watched  a  favorable 
opportunity  of  their  grand  project,  and  seeing  death  before 
his  eyes,  he  made  known  his  departure  and  last  will  to  his 
disciples,  with  all  the  affection  of  a  father  to  his  children. 
On  Thursday  evening,  having,  conformably  to  the  law,  eaten 
the  Paschal  Lamb  with  his  disciples,  and  the  ceremony  being 
ended,  humbled  himself  as  a  mean  servant,  and  washed  and 
dried  their  feet,  himself  pulling  off  and  putting  on  his  clothes. 
Now,  with  very  deep  recollection,  he  iDroke  bread,  and  dis- 
tributed a  piece  to  each.  Then  he  filled  a  cup  with  wine, 
and  bade  us  drink,  saying,  "That  he  gave  his  body  to  be 
thus  broken,  and  his  blood  to  be  thus  poured  out  for  us,"  of 
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which  words,  at  that  time,  we  iinderstood  nothing:  But  when 
we  saw  his  body  hanging  on  the  cross,  pierced  and  lacerated, 
that  the  blood  issued  like  water  from  a  spring,  alas!  then  we 
clearly  perceived  his  meaning.  Never  could  we  have  ima- 
gined that  with  all  his  tenderness,  Christ's  love  for  us  would 
have  gone  such  lengths  at  which  nature  shudder?,  or  that 
there  was  such  a  mystery  in  the  bread  and  wine,  had  we  not 
experienced  it,  and  both  heard  and  seen  it.  Therefore  has 
it  always  been  accounted  among  us  a  necessary  institution, 
that  no  article  of  Christ's  passion  should  be  forgot.  Now 
hear  farther;  Jesus  obliquely  pointed  out  the  traitor,  who 
therefore  had  slunk  away  to  put  his  impious  design  in  execu- 
tion as  the  right  time  for  delivering  up  the  divine  Personage 
whom  he  had  villainously  sold;  and  our  Lord,  seeing  us  de- 
jected, comforted  us  with  the  most  fatherly  sympathy.  He 
seemed  now  to  surpass  himself  in  eiFusions  of  tenderness,  in- 
termixed with  very  sublime  doctrines  and  predictions.  He 
nov/  left  the  house  where  he  had  celebrated  the  Passover; 
and  whilst  we  followed  him,  he  continued  his  edifying  dis- 
course. Our  hearts  burned  with  love  for  him.  We  all  seem- 
ed ready  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  his  sake.  Peter  ev<*n 
v/alked  before,  as  if  determined,  at  any  rate,  to  prevent  any 
harm  being  done  to  our  Master.  But  alas!  this  was  all  a 
rash .  ignorance  and  bhndness;  our  situation  required  other 
kinds  of  weapons.  When  the  holy  Jesus,  the  leader  of  our 
faith  and  Captain  of  our  salvation,  w^as  come  into  the  retired 
garden  1  before  spoke  of,  he  left  us  under  extreme  melan- 
choly, and  fell  down  in  prayer  with  uncommon  intenseness:  for 
now  anguish  and  distress  had  taken  hold  of  him.  tie  labored 
under  a  conflict  between  life  and  death.  His  human  nature 
represented  to  him  the  scourgings,  the  mockeries,  the  contu- 
melies, which  he  was  to  suffer  from  the  Je^vs,  the  dreadful 
pangs  of  death,  the  undeserved  agonies,  which,  by  an  exer- 
tion of  his  all-sufficient  power,  he  might  have  avoided: 
These,  with  many  other  inscrutable  oppressions,  made  his 
soul  sorrowful  unto  death.  These  horrors  were  combatted  by 
his  ardent  concern  for  our  salvation,  and  that  of  the  many 
thousands  of  souls,  who,  by  his  sufferings,  were  to  be  re- 
deemed and  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  eternal  felicity. 
Humanity,  however,  relucted:  and  he  prayed  three  times  very 
earnestly,  that,  were  it  possible,  the  cup  of  affliction  might 
pass  by  him.     Oh!  son,  you  may  think  what  perturbations 
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he  was  slruggling  with;  for  his  sweat  ran  down  from  liim 
on  the  ground,  hke  drops  of  blood!  and  had  not  an  angel 
from  heaven  comforted  and  supported  him,  he  must  natu- 
rally have  sunk  under  his  agonies.  At  length  he  overcame 
the  conflict  of  death,  and  resigned  his  will  to  that  of  his 
lieavenly  Father,  who,  in  his  unsearchable  wisdom,  had  fore- 
ordained his  suflcrings:  and  thus,  by  his  obedience,  has  ho 
recovered  what  Adam's  disobedience  had  forfeited.  Adam 
follov/ed  the  bent  of  his  sensitive  appetite,  contrary  to  the 
divine  will;  and  tlie  consequence  was  death.  Christ,  con- 
trary to  the  bent  of  his  flesh,  conformed  to  the  will  of  God; 
and  thus  has  entailed  eternal  life  on  his  true  followers. 
Both  were  transacted  in  a  garden,  and  both  related  to  the 
v/liole  human  race. 

Pllgri?n.     Your  observations  are  very  apposite  and  just. 

Cleophas.  Scarcely  wtiS  this  severe  temptation  overcome, 
v/hen  suddenly  the  noise  of  men  running  up  and  down  the 
garden  was  heard.  The  wretches  were  not  ashamed  to 
avail  themselves  of  a  season  of  devotion.  Instantly  the  dis- 
ciples s.tarted  from  sleep,  into  v/hich  they  had  fallen,  being 
overcome  Vv'ith  fatigue  and  sorrow.  The  blaze  of  the  torches, 
and  clashing  of  the  weapons,  at  first  threw  them  into  great 
consternation;  but  their  courage  a  little  revived,  on  seeing 
the  rugged  soldiers,  only  at  a  word  from  Jesus,  (all  back- 
v.-ards,  as  ill  a  swoon,  and  others  standing,  all  pale  and 
trembling,  near  Judas,  who,  going  hypocritically  to  work, 
had  the  audaciousness  to  kiss,  with  his  polluted  mouth,  the 
holy  Jesus.  At  this  signal  the  strife  was,  who  should  first 
lay  hold  of  our  Master.  The  ropes  to  bind  him  v/ere  pro- 
duced; and  the  swords  and  staves  clashed  against  each  other; 
for  Peter  had  begun  to  oppose  force  by  force;  and,  very  for- 
tunately for  him,  his  sword,  grazing  the  head  of  one  IMalchus, 
only  took  off  an  ear.  But  this  zeal  v/as  far  from  being  ap- 
proved of  by  the  mild  Jesus,  who  reproved  Peter;  and,  in 
return  for  the  other's  fury  against  him,  healed  his  ear.  la 
all  things,  to  the  very  last,  he  demeaned  himself  as  the  Lamb 
of  God,  in  whom  wrath  was  to  have  no  place.  Then,  in  the 
presence  of  some  of  the  chiefs  of  the  temple,  who,  because 
Jesus  submitted  himself  for  a  while  to  their  insolence,  con- 
ceited themselves  persons  of  great  consequence,  they  bound 
17* 
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him,  and  furiously  dragged  him  into  the  city,  little  thinking 
that  soon  they  should  be  thus  bound  by  thousands,  to  be  sold 
as  slaves  by  the  Romans. 

Pilgrim.  Such  is  the  inconsiderateness  of  man,  when 
passions  have  the  ascendency.  And  what  did  they  now 
with  Jesus?  .  -■' 

Cleophas,  First,  they  led  him  to  Annas,  when  a  brutal 
servant  struck  him  on  the  face:  then,  with  great  bustle,  he 
was  hurried  along  the  streets,  to  Caiaphas,  the  high-priest. 
The  commonalty  knew  nothing  of  this  midnight  uproar; 
many  opened  their  windows  to  see  what  it  could  be:  and, 
in  the  morning,  the  question  among  the  neighbors  was, 
What  a  hurly-burly  there  has  been  in  the  night — what  could 
be  the  matter?  O!  answered  one,  1  hear  that  they  have 
taken  Jesus  of  Nazareth!  Another  would  say,  What!  have 
they  laid  hold  of  that  good  man?-  they  had  better  look  out 
after  robbers  and  murderers;  it  is  well  known  the  country 
svv'arms  with  them.  j. 

Pilgrim.  Here,  I  suppose,  his  capital  enemies  liad'  as- 
sembled. 

-  Cleophas.  Yes — there  sat  fretting,  vvith  rancorous  im- 
patience, Caiaphas,  Joazarus,  Ishmael,  Simon,  the  son  of 
Camithus,  John,  Alexander,  and  many  others  of  the  coun^^l; 
whilst  Jesus  was  thus  silent,  like  a  lamb  before  its.  shedrerl?.^ 
Near  the  fire  stood  two  suborned  villains,  who  came  with" 
some  false  information  or  other  against  Jesus.  Then  was 
seen  how  much  a  good  conscience  can  bear  in  silence.  But 
Caiaphas,  wanting  something  more  positive  to  proceed  on, 
extorted  from  Jesus  a  confession,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God. 
At  this  they  wrung  their  hands,  and  rent  their  garments. 
The  pontifical  robe,  itself,  Caiaphas  did  not  spare — unknow- 
ingly exhibiting  a  type,  that  his  office,  like  a  rent  garment, 
was  soon  to  be  laid  aside.  One  and  all  of  this  iniquitous 
council  bellowed  out,  that  he  deserved  to  die.  In  the  mean 
time,  they  who  held  Jesus,  and  others  of  the  refuse  of  the 
people,  to  please  their  betters,  mocked  and  insulted  him  in 
the  most  brutish  manner,  even  by  striking  him,  and  spitting 
in  his  face.     Sometimes,  having  blinded  him,  they  struck 
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him;  then  said,  Prophesy  to  us  who  struck  tliee.  Alas! 
their  scandalous  behavior,  their  notorious  impieties,  were  a 
prophecy  that  the  country  would  become  a  perpetual  mockery 
to  the  Pagans;  and  that  insolent  mob,  now  so  free  of  their 
hands,  when  they  should  get  the  mastery,  would  not  wait 
for  a  judicial  sentence  to  put  all  the  priests,  and  all  their 
families,  to  the  sword. 

Pilgrim.     O!  how  frequently  is  man  instrumental  to  his 
own  ruin!  ^ 


Cleophas.  That- fe*"|^er-feetly  applicable  here.  Morning 
was  now  cori^t)n;  am^-a's'they  had  unanimously  condemned 
him  to  die,  jill  that  rcnT^tlned  was  to  procure  the  sentence  to 
be  ratified  by  Pontius  Pilate,  the  Roman  governor,  who.  as  1 
said,  had  succeeded.*  Gratus,  and  had  just  entered  on  the 
sixth  year  of  his  administration.  They  contrived  against 
Jesus  the  most  odious  accusations,  to  be  accompanied  with 
the  most  virulent  invectives,  as  it-  were  to  force  tlie  governor 
to  approve  of  their  sentence;  and,  thus  prepared,  they  brought 
him  before  Pilate. 

Pilgrim.  HoW;  w'as  it.  in  the  mean  time,  with  his  dis- 
ciples? ^■.'    i-i' 


Cleophas.  P^r  crcaturcslthey  v/ere  scattered  like  sheep 
without  a  shepherd.  The  sad^news  soon  reached  Bethany, 
where  the  women,  v/ho  ,il^d  tollowed  him  a  great  way,  and 
w.(^e  ardently  attached ^o  him,  fell  into  the  most  passionate 
lamentations.  And  Peter's  courage,  lately  so  forv/ard,  now 
failed  him.  Instead  of  continuing  with  Jesus,  to  comfort  him, 
he  pusillanimously  forsook  him.  Finding  himself  amidst  a 
crowd  of  armed  men,  and  many  looking  sternly  at  him,  as' 
if  they  would  lay  hands  on  him,  fear  overcame  duty,  and  he 
conveyed  himself  away,  though  with  a  reluctant  heart:  he 
was  too  v.-eak  for  the  trial;  Jesus  alone  could  tread  the  wine- 
press without  a  helperi     ' 

Pilgrim.  I  own,,  Peter's  timidity  does  not  so  much  sur- 
prise me,  as  the  blindness  of  the  high-priests,  who,  being 
spiritual   builders  of  God's  house,  should  have  been  wiser 
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than  to  revile,  and  sentence  to  death,  Jesus,  the  true  corner- 
stone of  the  whole  building. 

Cleophas.  It  has  been  v/ritten,  that  this  comer-stone  was 
to  be  rejected  by  the  builders,  and  of  which  the  building  of 
the  temple,  according  to  a  tradition  of  our  forefathers,  afforded 
a  figure;  for  there  was  a  stone  so  full  of  angles,  that  not  being 
fit  for  any  one  part  of  the  building,  it  had  been  thrown  by  in 
the  dirt,  so  that  comers  and  goers  frequently  stumbled  at  it. 
Afterwards,  when,  in  process  .of  time, 'the  building  came  to 
be  nearly  finished,  a  hole  remained  in  the  upper  part,  near  a 
corner;  and  all  the  art  and  labor  of  th'e  artificers  could  not 
exactly  close  it.  A  great  many  other  stones  were  hewn,  cut, 
and  notched,  all  manner  of  ways,  and  seemingly,  as  exact  as 
could  be;  yet,  on  one  side  or  other,  still  there  was  a  gap;  so 
that  they  were  quite  at  a  stand  about  'finishing  the  temple, 
with  a  symmetry  answerable  to  the  other  corners.  At  last, 
the  stone  which  had  lain  so  long  in  the  dirt,  as  of  do  use, 
came  to  be  thought  of;  and,  being  dravvn  up,  it  was  found  to 
fit  the  aperture  completely.  Thus,  to  the  wonder  of  all  who 
saw  it,  this  stone  became  the  chief  in  the  corner.  Yet  was 
this  so  ordered  by  God,  as  a  figure  of  Jesus  Christ.  Hence 
v/e  are  also  to  learn,  that  the  divine  light  does  not  always 
associate  with  skill  and  learning;  «iay,  frequently,  it  is  quite 
otherwise;  and  particularly  now  God  has  t^en  pleased  to  ac- 
complish salvation  by  the  simple  and  illiterate,  to  put  to  shame 
those  whiO  glory  in  their  prudetice  and  erudition. 

Pilgrim.  So  far  1  am  satisfied — and,  therefore,  the  mg>rc 
eager  after  the  sequel. 

Cleophas.  They  dragged  Jesus,  as  I  was  saying,  before 
the  governor,  who,  not  a  little  alarmed  at  such  a  noise  at  his 
door  so  very  early,  coming  out,  saw  a  crowd  of  armed  men; 
and,  in  the  midst  of  them,  a  person  of  a  sober,  amiable  aspect, 
bound  with  cords,  and  whom  they  used  very  roughly;  whilst 
the  impatient  priests,  pointing  at  him  with  looks  of  rage, 
poured  forth  the  most  heinous  accusations  against  him.  But 
Pilate,  from  their  very  animosity,  and  the  composure  of  Jesus, 
apprehended  that  it  was  only  for  some  trifle  of  their  law  they 
made  all  this   disturbance.      Yet   was   this  dove-like  man 
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farther  drove,  and  pushed  along,  to  Herod's  ])alace,  who  lived 
at  a  considerable  distance.  Alas!  never  shall  I  ibrget  the 
running,  shouting,  and  mobbing,  that  there  was  in  the  streets. 
The  effeminate  courtiers,  immersed  in  luxury,  after  some 
insolent  taunts,  remanded  him  back  to  Pilate;  but,  before 
leading  him  out,  they  added  the  mockery/  of  putting  a  white 
robe  on  him;  and  thus,  amidst  the  flouts,  hissings,  and  hal- 
looings  of  the  populace,  inflamed  by  their  guides,  he  was  a 
second  time  brought  before  the  Roman  governor.  But,  O! 
how  wretched  lias  been  the  end  of  those  streets!  how  they 
now  lie  undistinguishable  heaps  of  ashes  1  how  is  the  whole 
city  become  the  scoff  and  contempt  of  the  whole  v/orld!  a 
chastisement  not  beyond  its  demerits.  And  that  Herod,  with- 
fter,  hov/  was  he  mocked  and  insulted  before 
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the  council  of  the  Roman  emperor,  Caligula,  who,  having 
stripped  him  of  his  titles  and  revenue,  sent  him,  a  despicable 
exile,  to  breathe  his  last  in  so  remote  a  country  as  France^ 
Surely  such  a  reverse  could  not  but  suggest  what  a  mock 
kin2;  he  was  become  himself,  as  the  retaliation  of  his  insulting 
behavior  to  the  innocent  Jesus ! 

Pilgrim,  Father,  excuse  me — ynu  arc  something  long 
in  your  reflections.  The  issue,  with  regard  to  Jesus,  is  what 
I  now  wait  for. 

Cleophas.  O!  son,  the  subject  rends  my  very  heart;  and 
the  more,  as  I  was  an  eye-witness  of  these  things!  But 
Pilate,  on  seeing  Jesus  brought  a  second  time,  turned  his 
thoughts  how  to  deliver  him,  or  at  least  to  rid  himself  of  this 
trouble.  Fie  signified  to  the  priests,  that  it  was  customary, 
at  this  feast,  to  release  a  prisoner;  and  he  made  choice  of  a 
notorious  malefactor,  whose  condemnation  had  given  great 
satisfaction  to  the  people,  on  account  of  the  tumults  raised 
by  him,  in  which  many  murders  were  commj|ted.  This 
wretch  and  Jesus  he  placed  together,  concluding  that  the 
priests  could  not  be  so  lost  to  decency  and  humanity,  as  to 
prefer  a  flagitious,  hardened  villain,  before  Jesus,  whose 
mien  seemed  to  attract  respect,  and  who  had  done  so  much 
good.  But  the  event  proved  he  was  mistaken  in  his  good 
intentions. 

Pilgrim.     Is  it  possible  that  it  could  be  otherwise? 
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Cleophas.  You  shall  hear:  Pilate,  standing  between 
Jesus  and  Barabbas,  on  an  elevated  place-,  by  reason  of  the 
crowd — some,  with  aprons;  others,  with  a  cleaver,  saw,  or 
some  other  tool;  priests,  in  their  trailing  robes;  grave  scribes; 
rich  citizens;  also,  country-folks,  and  strangers,  come  from 
Samaria,  Galilee,  and  other  parts,  to  the  feast — he  solemnly 
put  the  question,  w'hich  of  the  two  they  would  have  released, 
Barabbas  or  Jesus?  A  general  silence  ensued;  the  people 
looked  at  one  another;  then  on  Barabbas;  then  on  Jesus, 
whom  many  favored,  knowing  what  a  deal  of  good  he  had 
done;  how  he  had  given  sight  to  the  blind,  made  the  deaf  to 
hear,  and  the  lame  to  walk,  and  had  cured  the  sick;  how  he 
had  fed  thousands,  when  they  vrere  fainting  with  hunger; 
what  tenderness  he  had  shown  to  all  who  applied  to  him; 
and  with  what  freedom,  and  dignity  he  had  lately  preached 
in  the  temple.  They  thought  it  would  be  very  strange  and 
improper  to  condemn  so  good  and  valuable  a  person,  and 
release  a  fellow  who  w-as  only  a  pest  of  society.  Thus, 
though  some  objected,  that  the  priests  could  not  be  supposed 
to  have  accused  him  without  sufficient  grounds,  yet  they  who 
were  for  releasing  Jesus,  seemed  to  have  the  majority  on  their 
side;  and,  had  the  people  been  left  to  themselves,  it  would 
have  taken  that  turn.  But  the  high-priests  and  elders,  bent 
on  his  death,  hearing  a  general  murmur,  ran  round  the 
crowd,  and  calling  out,  "Ye  men  of  Israel,  be  not  too  hasty 
in  giving  your  votes;  hear  first  what  we  have  to  say:  You 
are,  for  the  most  part,  void  of  learning  and  experience — all 
you  know  is  only  v/hat  you  have  learned  in  your  shops  and 
v/ork-houses — whereas,  it  is  to  us  priests,  trained  up  in  sci- 
ences, and  sacred  knowledge,  that  belongs  the  cognizance  of 
spiritual  things.  We  know  best  what  is  fit  to  be  done  with 
this  Jesus:  do  not  be  im.posed  on  by  his  hypocritical  sanctity 
and  meekness:  he  is  a  man  of  very  bad  intentions,  and  par- 
ticularly a  blasphemer  against  God:  nay,  he  has  dared  to 
say  that  he  is  God.  He  is  also  a  Sabbath-breaker:  he  sets 
the  sacred  law  of  Moses  at  naught,  and  makes  a  jest  of  the 
institutions  of  the  elders.  Barabbas,  indeed,  is  a  murderer; 
but  his  crimes  concern  only  the  body;  whereas,  the  false  doc- 
trines and  seducements  of  this  demure  impostor  destroy  the 
soul — and  how  much  worse  is  he  who  casts  the  soul  into 
endless  perdition,  than  he  who  deprives  the  body  of  a  short, 
uncertain   life.     Consequently,   how   much   more  does   he 
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deserve  to  die  than  the  other.  And  should  you,  from  natural 
pity,  grieve  that  so  good  a  man  should  be  nailed  to  the  cross, 
consider  that  it  is  better  for  us  that  one  man  should  die,  than 
that  the  whole  people  should  be  cut  off,  root  and  branch:  and 
this  would  be  the  certain  consequence  from  the  Romans, 
should  he  be  suffered  to  go  on:  and  this  we  are  better  judges 
of  than  you."  These,  and  the  like  remonstrances,  staggered 
the  multitude.  Some  hung  their  heads,  as  if  in  deep  conside- 
ration; others,  who  seemed  very  zealous  for  the  law,  began 
ah'eady  to  drop  some  words  about  crucifying,  and  eagerly 
waited  for  Pilate's  turning  to  the  people,  as  he  was  then 
speaking  to  one  of  his  pages,  who  had  brought  him  a  mes- 
sage from  his  spouse,  desiring,  by  all  jneans,  that  he  would 
not  incur  the  guilt  of  condemning  that  righteous  man.  Then 
Pilate,  trusting  to  the  discretion  of  the  people,  and  the  mani- 
fest difference  of  the  parties,  put  the  question  a  second  time, 
which  they  would  have  released?  The  words  were  no 
sooner  out  of  his  mouth,  when,  to  his  extreme  astonishment, 
the  air  rang  with,  Release  Barabbas  to  us,  release  Barabbas. 
At  this,  Pilate,  with  some  concern,  asked  them  what  he 
should  do  with  Jesus.  PJere  the  multitude  cried  out,  Crucify 
him.  And  when  Pilate  was  for  intimating  that  Jesus  had 
not  deserved  any  such  punishment,  they  grew  more  clamor- 
ous; so  that  there  was  scarcely  any  hearing  for  the  noise. 
Priests,  scribes,  citizens,  peasants,  artificers,  tradesmen, 
joined  in  the  cry;  and,  seeing  him  still  backward,  they  added 
some  threatening  expressions,  and  even  charged  him  with 
being  no  friend  to  the  Roman  emperor,  as  favoring  incen- 
diaries; so  that  Pilate,  at  length,  was  prevailed  on  to  comply 
with  their  demands.  Then  the  murderer,  Contrary  to  his 
expectation,  was  loosened  and  discharged;  and  well  were 
they  requited;  for,  returning  to  his  former  life,  and  having  got 
together  a  gang,  he  ravaged  the  country,  and  robbed  and 
murdered  all  who  came  in  his  way. 

Pilgrim.     Terrible  perverseness !  but  how  did  it  end? 

Cleophas.  Alas !  how  could  it  end,  but  in  the  most  bar- 
barous and  brutal  manner!  There  was  a  custom  among  the 
Romans,  that  they  who  were  to  be  crucified,  were  first  to  be 
■courged :  accordingly  he  was  delivered  up  to  savage  execu- 

■•ers,  who  bound  him  to  a  stone  pillar,  where,  O  homdj 
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the  Prince  of  an^gels  was  scourged,  till  liis  body  was  all  in  a 
gore  of  blood!  whilst  the'soldiers,  and  others  of  the  crowd 
which  stood  by,  by  their  laughter,  gibes,  and  gestures,  seemed 
to  strive  who  should  most  increase  his  sufferings — having, 
with  this  hellish  view,  led  him  to  the  hall  of  justice,  where, 
having  torn  off  his  clothes,  they,  by  way  of  mockery,  threv/ 
over  him  a  purple  mantle,  the  peculiar  color  of  kings,  and 
put  into  his  hand  a  cane,  or  reed,  for  a  sceptre — one,  making 
faces  at  him— another,  kneeling  before  him,  and,  v.'ith  a 
taunting  tone,  saying.  Hail,  king  of  the  Jews!  A  third  spit  in 
his  face;  and  a  fourth  brute,  clinching  his  fist,  dared  to  strike 
him;  while  others  were  equally  busy  in  plaiting  a  wreath  of 
thorns,  as  what  must  put  him  to  no  small  pain,  and  suited 
their  mantle  and  sceptre.  After  squeezing  it  on  his  head,  so 
as  to  draw  blood,  they  took  the  reed  out  of  his  hand,  and  with. 
it  drove  the  crown  of  thorns  farther  down,  so  that  now  the 
blood  ran  from  every  part  of  his  head  on  his  garment.  All 
these  sufferings  he  bore  with  the  riiost  calm  patience;  not  the 
least  mark  of  impatience  or  resentment  was  seen  in  him.  A 
composed  deportment  shcvred  the  elevation  of  his  soul.  And 
this  struck  Pilate  himseif,  who,  hereupon,  renewed  his  en- 
deavors to  appease  the  clamor,  and  save  Jesus;  but  he  might 
as  well  have  moved  the  stones.    ■ 

Pilgrim.  The  remembrance  of  these  events,  father,  ex- 
tremely affects  you:  a  tear  accompanies  every  word. 

Cleophas.  Pilate  ordered  him  to  be  led  out,  with  all  his 
mock  ornamentS;  and  his  head  trickling  with  blood,  and  thus 
to  be  placed  in  the  full  view  of  the  multitude,  and,  pointing  to 
him,  said,  Behold  the  man!  All  eyes  were  immediately  raised 
to  this  melancholy  object.  There  stood  Jesus,  spent  and 
bloody,  with  a  purple  robe  hanging  about  him,  his  face  be- 
smeared and  bruised  by  their  insults,  a  coarse  reed  in  his 
hands,  and  about  his  head  hung  the  leaves  of  the  thorns, 
dripping  with  his  blood.  Pilate  condescended  to  intreat  them 
to  consider  the  already  very  piteous  case  of  the  man;  but  this 
only  inflamed  their  rage;  and  the  high-priests  openly  renewed 
their  menaces,  that  they  would  represent  him  as  an  enemy  to 
Csesar,  for  not  putting  to  death,  at  their  information,  a  dan- 
gerous man,  who  had  set  up  to  be  King,  and  had  a  consider- 
abte  faction.     The  people  growing  more  outrageous,  as  if 
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they  would  make  good  their  clamors  by  open  force,  and  the 
governor  having  no  farther  hope  of  saving  Jesus,  and  his  con- 
science not  permitting  him  to  confirm  the  sentence,  he  asked 
the  multitude  whether,  then,  they  would  take  on  themselves 
the  guilt  of  putting  this  innocent  man  to  death.  They,  as  if 
impelled  to  hasten  on  towards  their  approaching  chastisement, 
cried  out,  that  his  blood  might  be  on  them  and  their  children. 

Pilgrim.  That  was  imprecating  on  themselves  a  terrible 
judgment! 

Cleophas.  Thus  you  see,  son,  it  is  no  wonder  that  there 
should  have  been  such  bloodshed  and  massacres  here.  On 
this,  Pilate,  calling  for  water,  having  washed  his  hands,  as  a 
figure  of  being  clear  of  guilt,  prepared  to  pronounce  the  sen- 
tence. O!  to  recollect  how  he  sat  on  the  tribunal,  and  Jesus 
standing  before  him,  surrounded  with  spears  and  halberds, 
amidst  the  noisy  rage  of  the  people,  draws  a  flood  of  tears 
from  me!  It  was  near  noon,  and  the  sun  shone  out  very 
brightly.  Joy  flushed  in  the  high-priests'  faces.  Others, 
again,  showed  a  deep  concern,  when  the  sentence  was  pro- 
nounced; for,  to  the  very  last,  Jesus'  friends  had  hopes  of  his 
being  set  at  liberty. 

Now  the  people  ran  to  Golgotha  hill,  which  you  see  yonder, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  city.  All  were  for  seeing  such  a  sight. 
S'ome  ran  along  shouting;  others  followed  dejected;  and  some 
were  carried  by  mere  curiosity.  Jesus  they  compelled  to  drag 
along  his  cross  on  his  shoulders,  which  were  still  sore  w^ith  the 
scourging.  You  must  think  how  painful  this  was  to  his  ex- 
hausted body,  bending  under  an  unwieldy  cross.  But  the 
great  aggravation  of  his  distress  was,  to  see  the  sorrow  of  his 
mother  and  dearest  friends,  too  strong  to  be  concealed.  Here 
Pilate  appeared  on  horseback,  with  the  chief  men  of  the 
council,  their  glittering  javelins,  halberds,  and  other  weapons. 
Yonder  followed  the  murderers,  with  ghastly  visages,  totter- 
ing under  their  crosses;  and  with  them  the  executioners,  with 
ropes,  nails,  pincers,  hammers,  ladders,  and  the  other  imple- 
ments of  their  dreadful  profession.  Jesus,  by  the  way,  sunk 
under  his  cross,  on  which  the  officers  forced  a  countryman, 
who  was  coming  into  Jerusalem,  to  help  him.  All  the  cry 
every  where  was,  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  to  be  crucified — let 
us  go  and  see  it — ay,  let's  make  haste — now  we  shall  see 
18 
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whether  he  will  release  himself— or  who  knows  what  mira=^ 
cles  he  may  perform.  Very  far  were  the  poor  creatures 
from  having  any  thoughts  of  the  calamitous  destruction  of 
this  city,  now  so  near;  and  which  Jesus,  even  in  these  ex- 
treme sufferings,  warned  them  of.  And  thus  was  he  at  last 
brought  to  the  spot  where  he  was  to  be  crucified,  and  which 
was  all  covered  with  skulls  and  bones. 

Pilgrim.  That  must  truly  have  been  a  very  affecting 
sight !  The  hare  relation  of  it  makes  the  tears  stand  in  my 
eyes. 

Cleophas.  To  me,  I  own,  it  is  planting  a  dagger  in  my 
heart:  and  all  who  had  any  love  for  Jesus,  were  very  power- 
fully affected  at  his  passion.  Were  I  to  relate  every  circum- 
stance; how  they  stretched  out  his  hands  and  feet,  and  drove 
large  nails  through  them;  how  the  blood  gushed  out;  the  pain 
the  raising  up  of  the  cross  gave  him;  how,  to  get  the  cross 
upright,  some  pulled  with  cords,  others  heaved  with  levers; 
his  unparalleled  patience;  his  fervent  prayer  for  his  enemies, 
even  when  on  the  cross;  yet  they,  in  his  thirst,  gave  him  only 
vinegar  and  gall — 1  say,  were  I  to  dwell  on  these,  and  other 
circumstances,  I  should  faint  under  the  relation,  especially  to 
think  how  few  showed  any  concern  at  what  should  have  ex- 
cited an  universal  lamentation.  O!  when  I  think  on  that 
wanton  mocking — 

Pilgrim.  How,  father,  so  very  few  affected  at  the  suf- 
ferings of  so  good  a  man! 

Cleophas.  Every  one  seemed  to  exert  himself  in  adding 
to  his  sufferings,  from  the  high-priests  to  the  soldiers,  even  to 
the  malefactors,  who  were  also  under  the  same  agonies  of 
death:  nothing  was  heard  on  all  sides  but  hooting,  mocking, 
and  railing.  As  to  Caiaphas,  he  looked  as  stately  and  super- 
cilious, as  if  now  above  all  mischance,  with  all  his  enemies 
under  his  feet;  but  he,  and  all  his  instruments,  when  the 
Romans  came  to  invest  the  city,  found  whom  they  had  thus 
wantonly  insulted.  Some,  however,  began  to  relent  and  fear, 
when,  in  broad  day,  h  became  suddenly  so  dark,  that  the 
stars  might  be  distinguished;  and  this  when,  by  the  course  of 
nature,  there  could  be  no  echpse,  the  sun  being  in  Aries,  and 
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the  moon  in  Libra.  And  accordingly  Dionysius,  the  Arco- 
pagite,  a  Pagan  philosopher,  and  well  versed  in  astronomy, 
being  then  in  Egypt,  and  observing  this  obscurity,  declared, 
that  cither  tlie  God  of  nature  was  suffering,  or  the  world  was 
at  an  end.  This  supernatural  obfuscation  of  the  sun  struck 
the  bystanders  with  exceeding  consternation,  some  beating 
their  breasts,  others  hastening  back,  all. scared,  into  the  city. 
Some  cried  aloud  for  pardon  for  their  crimes;  and  particu- 
larly one  of  the  criminals,  executed  with  him.  And  the 
benign  Jesus  was  pleased  to  comfort  him  \yith  a  view  of 
paradise.  Indeed,  none  showed  themselves  more  inflexible 
and  hardened,  than  the  men  of  rank  and  literature.  They 
who  should  have  been  shining  luminaries,  were  blind  as 
moles. 

Pilgrim.  Was  it  any  thing  strange,  father,  that  they 
should  not  know  him  to  be  the  true  Messiah?  for,  as  I  un- 
derstaad  from  you,  no  power  or  authority  appeared  in  him. 
He  was  hung  on  the  cross,  between  two  vile  malefactors,  the 
Roman  chiefs,  with  a  body  of  the  military,  standing  by.  He 
was  forsaken:  they,  guarded.  He  was  railed  at:  they,  praised. 
He  was  despised;  they,  honored.  Who,  indeed,  would  con- 
ceive a  man  m  a  low  station,  a  servant — nay,  an  executed 
person,  tortured  to  death — to  be  a  King?  To  me,  they  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  so  very  much  in  the  wrong;  but  I  submit 
to  better  information. 

Cleophas.  J  should  also  think  more  favorably  of  them, 
had  not  this  been  foretold  by  the  prophets;  for  not  one  single 
circumstance  is  there  of  the  passion,  which  they  have  not 
clearly  and  particularly  mentioned.  The  treacherous  selling 
of  Jesus,  together  with  the  price,  were  predicted  by  Zecha- 
riah.  His  being  scourged,  mocked,  despised,  and  undergoing 
other  contumelious  treatment,  even  to  his  being  crucified  be- 
tween two  criminals,  are  taken  notice  of  by  Isaiah.  David 
says,  that  they  should  give  him  gall  and  vinegar  for  a  cor-' 
dial;  that  they  should  shake  their  heads  at  him;  that  they 
should  cast  lots  on  his  garments,  pierce  his  hands  and  feet, 
and  stretch  out  his  body,  so  that  all  his  bones  might  be  told. 
He  also  foretells  his  being  forsaken  on  the  cross,  and  many 
other  things,  all  precisely  fulfilled.  This  they  must  have 
read  or  heard  daily;  yet  acted  as  if  they  gave  no  credit  to  it. 
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Besides,  there  are  two  things,  by  which  their  consideration 
should  have  been  awakened. 

First,  the  phenomena,  or  signs:  for,  as  was  said,  the  sun 
was  darkened  for  three  hours:  afterwards,  when  he  gave  up 
the  ghost,  the  earth  quaked,  the  rocks  rent — even  mount 
Calvary,  as  you  may  still  see,  split  in  the  middle,  quite 
through — the  graves  opened  and  the  dead  rose;  and  other 
signs,  never  known  before.  The  rich  veil,  curiously  em- 
broidered with  purple,  blue,  and  red  silk,  seventy-five  cubits 
long  and  sixteen  broad,  which  hung  at  the  entrance  of  the 
temple,  was  rent  in  two.  If  these  signs  could  work  conver- 
sion in  the  heathens,  surely  the  Jews  should  not  have  been 
insensible  to  them — for  it  is  as  if  I  now  saw,  hov/  pale  and 
amazed  the  commander  of  the  soldiers,  and  others,  were,  at 
these  prodigies,  slowly  moving  off,  v.'ith  their  heads  hanging 
down. 

Secondly,  his  innocence,  his  irreproachable  virtue,  and 
tender  humanity,  should  have  acquitted  him;  for,  after  all 
their  artifices,  and  the  severity  of  their  prosecution,  no  cause 
of  death  was  found  in  him;  yet  did  they,  one  and  ail,  sentence 
him  to  die,  and  would  hear  of  no  mitigation,  which  was 
downright  wickedness  in  the  abstract;  so  that  1  still  say,  wheft^ 
I  recollect  how  dismally  he  hung  on  the  cross,  his  limbs  every 
way  swollen,  his  hands  and  feet  running  with  blood,  the  gash 
in  his  side,  his  cadaverous  face  sinking  in  death,  the  lamenta- 
tions of  his  relations,  and  those  to  whom  he  was  more  inti- 
mately known,  or  who  had  been  relieved  by  his  healing  power, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  such  a  city,  which  coidd  insult  over  the 
sufierings  of  such  a  Person,  should  be  overthrown;  and  all 
concerned,  especially  the  chief  actors  of  such  inliuman  pro- 
ceedings, come  to  a  violent  or  disgraceful  end. 

Pilgi'im.     Was  that  the  case,  father? 

Cleophas.  They  fell  by  each  other's  hands.  Judas  Vv'as 
the  first  example;  for,  seeing  the  consequences  of  his 
treachery,  he  went  and  hanged  himself  on  a  tree;  and,  by  a 
fall,  his  bowels  bursting  out,  sent  forth  a  horrid  stench,  as  if 
testifying  the  foul  depravity  of  the  soul.  Five  years  after, 
Pontius  Pilate  was,  by  the  emperor  of  Rome,  banished  into 
France,  where  he  stabbed  himself.  Herod  Antipas,  who, 
beside  beheading  John,  contributed  to   the  aggravation  of 
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Christ's  sufTerings,  was,  as  has  been  noticed,  together  with 
the  adulteress  llerodias,  obliged  to  remove  into  France, 
where  tliey  died  in  an  ignominious  obscurity.  Annas  and 
Caiaphas  also  received  their  reward. 

I  myself  saw  multitudes  of  famous  doctors  and  Jewish 
nobles,  of  whom  some  had  sat  in  the  Council  against  Jesus, 
scourged  and  crucified  by  Florus,  a  Roman  judge,  their  wives 
and  children  being  put  to  death  before  their  eyes;  the  number 
was  said  to  exceed  three  thousand.  O!  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  expressing  the  horrible  doings  of  these  times!  The  tyranny 
of  Florus  was  every  vvliere  exclaimed  against,  as  if  he  had 
been  the  only  cause:  but  the  source  of  all  lay  in  the  divine 
vengeance.  It  was  about  thirty-two  years  after  the  cruci- 
fixion  of  Jesus.  I  w^as  then  in  rny  seventy-eighth  year,  and 
had  seen  all  the  preceding  transactions;  so  that  you  may  well 
think  whetlK?r  it  was  not  an  evident  assurance  to  me,  that  all 
these  things  fell  on  them  as  punishments,  though  looked  on 
in  a  different  light. 

Pilgrim.  But,  father,  before  you  proceed  on  that  head, 
may  1  ask  wliether  you  have  nothing  farther  concerning 
Jesus  ? 

Chophas.  Leave  had  been  obtained  to  take  his  body 
down  from  the  cross — which,  when  his  friends  were  doing, 
and  saw  the  blood  oozing  from  the  wounds,  knowing  that 
he  had  suffered  all  these  things  without  the  least  shadow  of 
guilt,  and  what  a  comfort  they  had  lost  in  him,  their  pity  and 
affection  broke  out  in  the  most  passionate  lamentations — as 
anciently,  at  the  plains  of  IMegiddo,  when  good  king  Josiah, 
being  slain,  was  taken  out  of  his  chariot  all  bleeding.  So 
oppressed  were  their  hearts,  that  their  grief  could  not  be  re- 
strained: there  was  no  end  of  their  wailings:  they  lamented 
him  as  a  beloved,  only  child.  Indeed  their  grief  would  have 
been  more  moderate,  had  they  thought  or  believed  that  he  was 
to  rise  again,  within  three  days,  as  he  actually  did. 

Pilgrim.     Rise  again,  after  being  crucified!  how,  father? 

Cleophas,  Yes,  son,  he  rose  on  the  third  day  from  the 
dead:  and  without  resurrection,  what  would  have  become  of 
the  whole  affair? 

18* 
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Pilgrim.  If  so,  pray  inform  me  particularly  of  the  cir- 
cumstances. I  shall  attend  to  your  account  of  it  with  the 
highest  satisfaction. 

Cleoplias.  O!  it  is  a  matter  of  great  wonder  and  joy! 
But  I  must  acquaint  you  with  the  dejection  we  were  under, 
previous  to  such  joy.  Indeed,  whilst  Jesus  lay  in  the  grave, 
all  our  comfort  seemed  to  have  been  buried  with  him;  our 
minds  were  every  way  extremely  troubled.  On  one  hand, 
the  want  of  his  solacing  conversation;  on  the  other,  his  igno- 
minious death;  the  outrages  and  tortures  which  accompanied 
his  last  hours.  Then  all  our  zeal  seemed  lost;  all  our  labor, 
cares,  and  attendance;  all  we  had  forsaken,  relations,  friends, 
trades,  expectations,  substance,  good  name.  There  was  no 
appearance  of  any  recompense  or  advantage;  for  Jesus  was 
dead  and  laid  in  the  grave,  v.hence  none  return.  Besides, 
we  saw  how  wretchedly  things  had -turned  out  among  us. 
Judas  had  hanged  himself;  Peter  seemed  quite  disconsolate; 
.and  we  not  a  little  concerned  at  our  scandalous  flight;  and  the 
women  were  all  in  tears.  Every  one  was  at  a  loss  to  offer 
a  word  of  comfort  to  another;  whereas  the  city  vvas  full  of 
merriment,  beyond  common,  as  it  seemed  to  us.  There 
were  feasting,  dancing,  singing,  music,  and  public  shows,  as 
if  by  way  of  insult  to  our  afliiction. 

On  this  occasion,  also,  Herod  and  Pilate  became  recon- 
ciled, and  invited  each  other  to  a  sumptuous  banquet;  and 
their  example  being  followed  by  their  creatures  and  depend- 
ents, all  the  houses  of  the  great  were  scenes  of  riotous  intem- 
perance. The  joy  of  Caiaphas  and  his  tribe,  for  this  recon- 
ciliation, was  the  greater,  as  now,  after  so  many  disappoint- 
ments, they  had  got  Jesus  into  their  hands,  they  made  him  the 
subject  of  their  raillery  at  table.  "Now,"  said  they,  "the 
Nazarene's  insolence  has  met  v.ith  its  due  reward:  it  is  now 
plain,  that  he  was  an  impostor,  whose  drift  was  to  fish  in 
troubled  waters :  that  it  was  now  over  with  him :  and  as  for 
any  fetch  of  his  disciples,  soldiers  are  posted  at  the  sepulchre, 
to  defeat  any  thing  of  that  kind."  This  discourse  was  inter- 
mixed with  bursts  of  laughter,  and  applauses  of  their  own 
vigilance  and  address.  And  as  there  were  people  of  all  ranks 
in  the  city,  ludicrous  songs  were  sung  about  Jesus  in  the 
public  houses;  which,  indeed,  had  been  prophesied  by  David. 
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As  for  lis,  whenever  we  appeared  in  the  streets;  we  never 
escaped  some  insult  or  other.  All  our  former  friends  shun- 
ned and  despised  us.  Then  the  high-priest  threatened  us,  if 
ever  we  were  found  holding  any  meetings.  Thus,  to  us,  this 
high  festival,  a  season  of  universal  gladness,  proved  a  time 
of  grief  and  lamentation — hkc  orphans  deprived  of  a  father, 
in  whom  lay  all  their  support,  and  all  their  hopes  of  a  liberal 
education. 

Pilgrim.  These  are,  to  be  sure,  melancholy  circum- 
stances: but  I  long  to  hear  the  result,  which  turned  your 
grief  into  exultation. 

Cleophas.  The  relation  will  naturally  seem  wonderful: 
Early  in  the  morning,  before  any  one  was  to  be  seen  in  the 
streets,  some  of  our  women  rose,  and,  taking  v/ith  them  some 
boxes  of  ointment,  went  to  Jesus'  sepulchre,  to  anoint  his 
body,  in  order  to  preserve  it,  according  to  a  custom  of  our 
people;  likewise  of  the  Egyptians,  and  other  nations.  As 
they  were  crossing  the  fields,  and  talking  of  their  dear  Lord, 
and  the  sun  began  to  rise  behind  them,  darting  its  beams  on 
the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  they  were  suddenly  alarmed,  seeing 
the  stone  removed,  which  had  been  rolled  before  it;  on  which 
they  concluded  that  the  Pharisees  had  stolen  his  body.  They 
stood  as  thunder-struck ;  they  scarcely  knew  what  to  do. 
Mary  Magdalene,  in  the  heat  of  her  troubles,  went  back, 
and,  with  a  flood  of  tears,  told  Peter  and  John  what  had  been 
done;  but  the  other  women,  recovering  themselves,  and  goino^ 
forward,  found  the  grave  empty,  and  an  angel,  in  a  glossy 
white  vesture,  appeared,  and  acquainted  them  of  Jesus'  resur- 
rection, telling  them  to  make  it  known  to  the  disciples.  But, 
alas!  this  was  strange  language  to  them.  Then  they  also 
saw  the  soldiers  scattered  about,  and  lying  confusedly  in  odd, 
irregular  postures,  like  dead  men,  thrown  down  by  a  flash  of 
lightning.  The  poor  women  were  so  terrified,  that  they  ran 
out  of  the  sepulchre,  to  hide  themselves. 

Now,  on  Mary's  information,  Peter  and  John  came  to  the 
sepulchre,  but  saw  no  apparition;  and  all  they  found  in  it 
was  the  mortuary  linen.  Hereupon  they  went  away;  but 
Mary  stood  weeping  by  the  grave,  and,  stooping  down  to- 
wards it,  saw  two  angels,  and  afterwards  Jesus  himself, 
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whom,  as  every  circumstance  concurred  to  the  mistake,  she 
took  for  the  master  of  the  garden  in  which  the  grave  was. 
But  he  soon  manifested  himself  to  her.  O!  the  heavenly- 
ecstasy  which  swelled  her  affectionate  heart,  on  knowing 
Jesus!  She  fell  at  his  feet  and  worshiped  him,  all  in  tears,  as 
if  her  v/hole  life,  joy,  comfort,  and  delight,  depended  on  his 
presence.  With  these  glad  tidings  she  hastened  to'the  eleven 
apostles,  and  all  who  were  thereabouts,  lamenting  the  loss  of 
her  beloved  Teacher.  The  other  w^omen,  animated  by  this 
report,  returned  to  the  grave,  where  two  angels  reproved  their 
unbelief,  and  a  second  time  recommended  them  to  acquaint 
the  disciples,  that  Jesus  was  risen  from  the  dead.  As  they 
were  now  returning,  filled  with  the  most  joyful  assurance,  he 
was  pleased  to  make  tlie  same  unquestionable  manifestation  of 
himself,  as  to  Mary  Magdalene,  saluting  them  with  the  most 
endearing  affection,  which  spread  new  joy  among  them;  and 
being  come  where  the  apostles  and  disciples  were  privately 
assembled,  they  confirmed  Mary's  words  by  a  particular  ac- 
count of  what  they  had  heard  and  seen. 

Pilgrim.    Wonderful  things!  and  were  they  fully  credited?' 

Cleoplias,  That  is  what  you  iiiay  very  v/ell  ask — and  I 
must  answer,  very  far  from  it.  These  reports  were  looked 
on  as  dreams  and  fancies;  and  the  rather,  as  two  of  the 
apostles  had  been  there,  and  not  seen  any  such  tiling.  The 
women,  however,  rehearsed  the  words  he  had  spoke,  and 
described  his  person,  his  appearance,  and  every  circumstance; 
also  the  vision  of  angels;  but  it  signified  nothing.  These 
things  were  all  attributed  to  female  imbecility,  prone  to  admit 
such  phantoms.  Some  inclined  to  believe  there  might  be 
something  in  it;  but  others  much  questioned  it;  so  that,  if  we 
had  some  small  sparks  of  comfort,  they  were  mixed  with  so 
much  doubt  and  perplexity,  that  sve  did  not  properly  know 
what  to  think  of  the  matter. 

Pilgrim.     Did  these  doubts  continue  long  on  you? 

Cleophas.  Would  an  aftectionate  father  let  his  poor  for- 
saken children  cry,  when  he  could  help  them?  Would  not 
a  bridegroom  hasten  to  comfort  a  bride,  whom  he  saw  sick 
through  love?     Would  a  shepherd  see  his  sheep  straying 
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in  a  desert  haunted  by  wild  beasts,  and  not  gather  them 
together,  and  lead  them  into  a  safer  pasture?  The  sheep 
bleated,  and  the  shepherd  feigned  not  to  hear;  the  bride  was 
lying  in  tears,  and  the  bridegroom  kept  himself  hid;  the 
children  cried  bitterly,  and  seemed  forsaken  by  the  father. 
But  now  came  on  wonderful  things.  Yonder  to  the  north- 
west, about  nine  miles  off,  is  a  small  place  called  Emmaus, 
now  in  ruins.  Thither  my  father  and  some  company  were 
going.  The  country  looked  very  cheerful,  with  corn,  herb- 
age, fig,  and  olive-trees;  and  the  warbling  birds,  springing 
from  spray  to  spray,  seemed  to  rejoice  in  the  enlivening  ra- 
diance of  the  sun;  for  it  was  about  noon,  and  a  finer  day  never 
shone  out  of  the  heavens.  But  their  hearts  were  too  deeply 
impressed  with  sorrow  and  despair,  to  be  cheered  by  the 
beauties  of  nature.  They  concluded  themselves  to  be  to- 
tally disappointed -in  their  hopes;  they  had  imagined  that  the 
Messiah,  promised  by  God,  was  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  David, 
subdue  the  heathens,  and  rescue  Israel  from  their  tyrannical 
dominion;  that  he  was  like  Solomon,  to  be  a  pacific  Prince, 
and  rule  in  all  wisdom  and  clemency;  and  all  this  they  ex- 
pected to  have  seen  fulfilled  in  Jesus;  but  the  event  was  the 
very  reverse;  the  heathen  had  done  their  will  on  him,  and 
exposed  him  to  ridicule,  in  the  most  scandalous  kind  of  death; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  correspondent  asseverations  of  the 
women,  concerning  what  they  had  seen  and  heard,  seemed 
of  some  weight,  but  their  minds  were  agitated  with  a  thousand 
clashing  thoughts.  In  the  midst  of  these  vacillations,  Jesus 
appeared  to  calm  their  troubles  and  rectify  their  errors.  At 
first  he  personated  himself  a  stranger,  and  seemed  quite  igno- 
rant of  what  had  passed;  they  then  related  to  him  the  sub- 
ject of  their  hopes  and  fears,  on  which  he  gave  them  better 
instructions;  that  they  were  for  having  that  kingdom  before 
its  proper  time;  that  they  had  not  thought  of  the  cross,  which, 
according  to  the  prophets,  was  to  precede  those  fruitions; 
his  words  flamed  in  their  hearts,  they  powerfully  felt  an  un- 
usual energy,  yet  knew  not  whence  it  came;  an  invisible 
magnet  attracted  their  hearts  to  this  stranger;  they  looked 
at  one  another,  as  intimating  what  a  wonderful  man  he  was; 
but  the  day  advanced,  the  sun  grew  low,  and  they  came  to 
Emmaus,  when  he  feigned  for  going  on;  but  they  could  not 
part  with  him,  and  he  was  prevailed  on  to  go  into  the  house, 
and  there  was  still  seen  a  greater  wonder;  for  when  they  had 
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seated  themselves  at  table,  and  pleased  themselves  with  the 
hopes  of  his  conversation  all  the  evening,  he  raised  his  eyes 
towards  heaven,  and  broke  the  bread  in  such  a  manner,  as 
gave  them  immediately  to  understand  whom  they  had  with 
them.  But  when  in  their  transport,  the}^  thought  to  em- 
brace his  knees,  their  hands  met  only  air.  Imagine  their 
amazement;  yet  some  ran,  as  if  to  overtake  him,  but  no- 
body had  seen  him,  no  opening  of  doors  was  heard,  nor 
any  print  of  his  feet  to  be  discerned;  then  they  recol- 
lected the  sayings  of  the  women,  and  v/ere  grieved  that 
they  had  slighted  them,  having  now  seen  and  heard  Jesus, 
who  had  warmed  their  hearts  w'ith  his  spiritual  emana- 
tions. 

Pilgrim.     Well,  and  did  they  let  it  rest  here? 

Cleophas.  Very  far  from  it;  they  were  just  like  a  hunter, 
vv^ho  having  got  scent  of  a  beast,  rests  not  till  he  has  roused 
it;  they  immediately  hastened  back  to  Jerusalem,  recollect- 
.  ing  by  the  way,  here  he  joined  us;  here  he  talked  to  us  of 
1fhi%'%liere  of  that;  yonder  he  was  for  leaving  us;  there, 
like  a  father,  he  condescended  to  our  weakness.  How  dull 
and  thoughtless  were  we,  that  did  not  know  him!  Had  we 
embraced  him  when  we  feltl-our  hearts  glowing  with  love, 
possibly  he  had  not  escaped  us;  but  there  is  no  withstand- 
ing his  divine  power.  If  he  will  not  be  v/ithheld  who  can 
force  him?  But  what  have  we  to  do  at  Jerusalem?  We  may 
give  vent  to  our  joy,  but  who  will  believe  us?  Shall  we  not 
also  be  accounted  dreamers?  What  proof  do  we  bring  more' 
than  the  women?  Some,  at  least,  may  be  moved  by  our  re- 
port, should  it  be  only  the  women,  who  have  also  been  wit- 
nesses of  something  little  different.  In  their  return  to  the 
city  they  seemed  rather  to  fly  than  walk,  and  the  full  moon 
lighted  them  on  till  they  were  got  within  Jerusalem;  and  at 
length,  with  throbbing  hearts,  they  knocked  at  the  house, 
where  an  assembly  of  the  disciples  was  held.  On  their 
coming  in,  they  were  told,  with  great  eagerness,  that  Jesus 
had  shown  himself  to  Simon  Peter,  had  comforted  and 
strengthened  him  by  a  gracious  forgiveness  of  his  lapse,  and 
promises  of  his  assisting  grace;  then  my  father'-Cleophas  and 
Amaon  related  their  adventure,  in  which  they  were  supported 
by  the  women,  and  their  several  relations  formed  a  convic* 
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tiVe  harmony;  yet,  some  were,  after  all,  at  a  loss  what  to 
thmk;  and  such  is  the  depravity  of  our  nature,  not  without 
some  grudging  that  they  had  been  overlooked  in  these  mani- 
festations. Thus  the  thick  gloom  of  their  desperation  was 
dispersed. 

Pilgrim*  The^e,  however,  were  wonderful  relations.  But 
did  th^se  well-meaning  persons  continue  long  under  sus- 
pense? 

Cleophas,  No;  his  love  longed  to  show  itself  in  more 
public  manifestations;  and,  like  Joseph,  when  unable  to  carry 
on  the  disguise,  made  himself  known  to  his  brethren,  saying, 
"  I  am  Joseph  your  brother;  draw  near;"  so,  whilst  a  com- 
pany of  the  disciples  were  discoursing  on  Jesus,  some  re- 
lating one  thing,  some  another,  he  appeared  in  the  midst  of 
them,  saying,  "  Peace  be  with  you."  Bat  the  like  fear 
came  on  them  as  on  Joseph's  brethren.  One  was  for  hiding 
himself,  another  crept  into  a  corner,  a  third  looked  hke  death; 
and  the  more,  it  being  now  late  at  night,  and  all  the  doors 
close.  Then  they  were  full  of  the  notions  of  ghosts  and  ap- 
paritions, which  they  had  instilled  into  each  other.  For  no- 
body had  let  him  in,  or  heard  any  door  open;  yet,  behold, 
he  stood  in  the  midst  of  them,  no  otherwise  than  if  he  had 
been  invested  with  a  cloud,  and  put  it  on  and  laid  it  aside 
at  pleasure,  or  caused  his  human  body  to  vanish  in  a  shadow; 
or,  at  least,  to  blind  their  eyes,  that  they  should  see  him 
only  when  it  suited  his  purpose  to  permit  himself  to  be  seen* 
by  them.  Jesus,  observing  their  consternation,  was  pleased 
immediately  to  remove  it,  causing  them  to  feel  his  pierced 
hands  and  {"eet,  and  asking  for  some  meat,  as  a  farther 
proof  in  eating  it;  that  now,  instead  of  an  apparition,  they 
no  longer  doubted  of  his  being  really  risen  in  the  same  body. 
I  leave  you  to  imagine  the  tumult  of  joy  among  these  disci- 
plesj  having  now  found  the  supreme  Treasure  v,'hich  they  had 
so  long  been  seeking,  with  inward  sorrow,  and  amidst  every 
terrifying  circumstance. 

Pilgrim.  I  myself  partake  of  their  joy.  But  how  was 
it  with  those  who,  not  being  here,  knew  nothing  of  these 
things? 


216  DIALOGUE    BETWEEN 

Cleophas.  They  still  labored  under  doubts  and  diffi- 
dences: but  as  a  king  goes  through  the  several  parts  of  his 
army,  showing  himself  to  those  who  might  apprehend  he  had 
fallen  in  battle,  so  did  Jesus;  for,  within  a  week  after,  he  ap- 
peared in  the  same  manner  to  Thomas,  who  had  refused  to 
credit  the  joint  affirmations  of  all  the  others.  He  showed 
him  the  wounds  in  his  hands  and  feet,  the  flesh  all  bruised, 
and  the  lacerated  sinews;  also  the  large  wound  made  in  his 
side  by  the  spear,  which  had  reached  to  his  heart.  Again, 
he  was  seen  at  the  sea-side  by  seven  disciples,  as  they  Avere 
fishing.  Afterwards,  as  they  were  at  table,  and  at  many 
other  times.  But  the  last  farewell  manifestation,  which  he 
deigned  to  make  of  himself,  was  on  a  high  hill  in  Galilee;  and, 
as  it  were  by  appointment,  here  was  he  plainly  seen  by  above 
five  hundred  of  the  brethren,  rejoicing  in  so  glorious  a  re- 
moval of  all  their  apprehensions;  for  the  most  elevating  con- 
solations flowed  from  him,  and  his  appearance  was  more 
august  than  before.  Here,  after  a  discourse  full  of  the  most 
sublime  truths  and  aflecting  assurances  of  his  pastoral  care, 
he  gave  them  instructions  concerning  their  conduct,  and  be- 
havior, the  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  all  parts,  the  adminis- 
tration of  baptism,  the  observance  of  all  things  which  he  had 
recommended  to  them.  Thus,  for  forty  days  after  his  resur- 
rection, in  various  places,  he  continued  instructing  his  flock 
In  the  things  pertaining  to  that  kingdom,  which  he  -was  to 
found  after  his  ascension  into  heaven? 

Pilgrim.     Hov/  is  that  ascension  into  heaven? 

Cleophas.  Yes,  son,  that  is  the  kingdom  v/hich  God, 
from  eternity,  promised  to  give  him;  for  he  is  from  eternity, 
and  was  an  eternal  King  before  he  created  the  world.  On 
this  earth  are  only  terrestrial  monarchies,  which,  in  time,  are 
known  no  more;  as  I  told  you  not  only  of  the  kingdom  of 
Judah,  which,  after  a  few  centuries,  came  to  its  period,  but 
the  renowned  monarchies  of  the  Persians  and  Gh'eeks,  and 
which  will  be  the  fate  of  the  powerful  empire  of  Rome,  no- 
thing here  being  permanent.  For  a  time  the  things  of  this 
world  seem  something;  but  ere  long,  they  pass  away.  Herod's 
kingdom  also  is  overthrown  and  the  city  of  Jerusalem  de- 
stroyed. Vain  were  the  expectations,  that  their  earthly 
monarchy  would  be  restored.     God  has  no  delight  in  it.     He 
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is  a  spiritual  King,  and  his  spiritual  kingdom  will  he  erect 
and  for  ever  govern,  to  the  joy  of  believers;  therein  fulfilling 
all  the  predictions,  shadows,  and  figures,  of  the  law,  and  in- 
troducing a  better:  But  both,  at  Icngtll^  concentred  in  Jesus 
Christ,  who  now  ruleth  in  the  heavens.  Whatever  you  have 
heard  of  Adam,  of  Noah,  and  of  other  prophecies  and  promi. 
ses,  conclude  them  to  be  now  iulfilled  without  any  farther 
expectation. 

Pilgrim,  These  things  appear  somewhat  high  to  me. 
However,  let  me  be  permitted  to  ask,  why  the  generality  of 
the  Jews  did  not  acquiesce  in  such  supernatural  and  well  at- 
tested events? 

Cleophas.  The  chief  cause  was  in  their  own  obstinacy, 
for  they  audaciously  invented  lies,  not  only  about  the  death 
of  Christ,  but  his  resurrection.  The  guards,  placed  at  the 
sepulchre,  told  them,  with  one  mouth,  of  the  earthquake 
there,  that  they  were  like  dead  men  with  fear,  and  of  what 
had  happened  about  the  sepulchre;  that,  had  they  had  any 
real  regard  for  truth,  here  it  was  manifestly  laid  open  to  them. 
But  they  could  not  bear  it,  and  bribed  the  guards  to  amuse 
the  people  with  some  forgeries  of  their  dictating;  and,  with 
no  less  perverseness  did  they  go  on  persecuting  Christ's 
members,  as  you  shall  hear;  and  thereupon  followed  this 
dreadtul  punishment.  - 

Pilgrim,  Did  that  deceit,  then,  never  come  to  Pilate's 
ears,  that  it  might  be  duly  animadverted  on? 

Cleophas,  Yes,  he  heard  of  it;  but  they  silenced  him  the 
same  way  as  they  had  the  soldiers.  He,  however,  in  a  let- 
ter, laid  before  the  emperor  Tiberius  the  account  of  Jesus,  his' 
miracles  and  behavior,  together  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Jews  against  him,  on  which  the  Roman  Senate  resolved,  that 
ihe  might  have  been  classed  among  the  gods,  if  already,  and 
without  their  permission,  he  had  not  been  held  to  be  a  God, 
this  being  contrary  to  the  Roman  laws.  Thus  it  pleased 
God  that  his  people  should  bo  destitute  of  all  worldly  power 
and  support,  that  their  increase  and  aggrandizement,  against 
the  rage  of  combined  tyrants,  under  his  sole  protection,  might 
be  the  more  conspicuous. 
19 
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Pilgrim.  Well:  But  I  long  to  hear  more  about  this; 
miraculous  ascension  to  heaven.  It  strikes  me  exceed- 
ingly. 

Cleophas.  He  had  promised,  that,  as  an  earnest  of  the 
power  he  was  going  to  re-assume,  and  of  his  love  to  us,  that 
we  should  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and,  to  that  pur- 
pose, enjoined  us  to  keep  together,  and  not  stir  out  of  Jeru- 
salem. 

Afterwards  he  assembled  his  disciples  as  a  shepherd  doe:^ 
his  flock,  and  affectionately  signified  to  them,  that  they 
should  fix  their  eyes  on  another  kingdom  than  what  had 
hitherto  taken  up  their  thoughts;  that  the  promises  of  God 
related  to  heaven,  and  not  to  earth;  that  for  this  end  he  had 
suffered,  and  was  now  going  before  to  prepare  a  heavenly 
mansion  for  them,  which  they  must  attain  through  much 
tribulation.  He  then  walked  with  them  to  yonder  small, 
ruined  place,  called  Bethany;  for  as  f  told  you,  there  lived 
some  of  his  most  intimate  friends:  thither  his  dear  children 
resorted.  Their  joy,  however,  was  not  without  some  cloud 
of  grief;  for  they  were  not  less  attached  to  him  than  Elisha  to 
Elijah:  but  he  comforted  them,  and  bade  them  follow  him  to 
the  mount  of  Olives;  where  stopping,  he,  with  uplifted  hands 
and  solemn  effusions  of  love,  blessed  them,  as  Moses  blessed 
the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel:  and  whilst  the  disciples  were  ab- 
sorbed in  complacency  and  devout  raptures,  a  bright  cloud 
came  down,  and,  surrounding  him,  carried  him  upwards 
from  their  sight.  We  looked  up  in  the  greatest  amazement; 
our  eyes  were  fixed  on  him;  and  our  hearts,  as  it  were, 
bounded  with  desire  to  follow  him.  Yes,  had  it  been  possi- 
ble to  have  raised  ourselves,  joyfully  should  we  have  ac- 
companied his  ascension.  We  did  what  we  could,  steadfastly 
keeping  our  eyes  on  him  and  the  cloud;  and  I  know  not 
when  we  should  have  given  over,  so  overpowered  were  we 
with  a  heavenly  ecstacy,  had  not  two  men  in  shining  apparel, 
or  I  should  rather  say  angels,  told  us,  that  it  was  in  vain 
we  continued  gazing  after  the  blessed  Jesus,  he  being 
ascended  into  heaven,  but  would  come  again  in  power 
and  glory  inexpressible;  which  ought  to  be  matter  of  great 
joy  to  us. 
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Pilgrim.  Well,  so  far  have  I  heard,  and  now  could  wish 
to  know  how  that  promise  has  been  fulfilled,  and  its  conse- 
quences. 

Cleophas.  Son,  they  were  nothing  less  than  real  com- 
mencements of  a  new  creation. 

The  scions,  first  grafted  within  the  confines  of  the  JcM'ish 
land,  are  now  become  large  trees,  with  branches  overspread- 
ing most  of  the  known  parts  of  the  world.  In  this  increase, 
fhe  twelve  apostles  have  been  like  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel, 
bringing  forth  seeds  infinite  in  number,  as  in  many  figures 
had  been  predicted  for  so  many  hundred  years. 

Now  ]  shall  relate  the  order  in  wliich  the  above  promise 
was  made  good  to  us.  First,  all  our  griefs  being  now 
turned  to  a  settled  tranquillity,  we  cheerfully  left  the  hill 
and  came  into  the  cit}^,  keeping  together  as  we  had  been 
directed,  and  talking  of  the  before  mentioned  things;  and, 
ibr  our  devotions,  we  used  to  meet  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  house,  joining  in.  prayers  and  hymns.  OI  those  de- 
lightful hours!  No  worldly  fancy  or  care  intruded  on  our 
minds;  our  frames  were  heavenly  as  our  exercises;  we 
had  continual  intercourse  with  God;  and,  as  the  number 
of  twelve  had  been  broken  by  the  defection  of  Judas,  we 
appointed  a  solemn  prayer  for  direction  to  fill  up  his 
place  with  a  proper  person;  and  the  votes  were  for  Mat- 
thias, a  very  pious  man,  of  the  race  of  David;  and  ac- 
cordingly he  was  ordained.  At  the  end  of  ten  days,  being 
the  Jewish  feast  of  Pentecost,  when  every  one  appeared 
at  Jerusalem  with  his  offering,  all  the  houses  were  full 
of  people,  and  the  streets  every  vv'here  swarmed,  a  won- 
derful thing  came  to  pass.  A  strong,  yet  pleasing  blast 
was  heard;  a  storm,  but  not  a  tempest;  a  sound,  but 
not  like  that  of  Moses  on  the  mount,  which  struck  with 
terror  all  who  heard  it.  O!  blissful  sound!  Behold, 
the  Holy  Ghost  filled  our  hearts  with  inexpressible  ardor, 
and  an  unanimous  love  of  God.  In  each  of  us  he  in- 
spired a  different  sort  of  language,  setting  forth  the  great 
tilings  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  that,  however  discordant 
the  sounds  were,  the  sense  harmonized,  and  we  ourselves 
wore  astonished  at  the  sweet  impulse  of  the  Spirit,  which, 
being  above  all  human  comprehension,  made  a  great  noise 
in  the  citv. 
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"  Let  us  go,"  said  one  to  another,  "a^  see  the  ^yonde^s 
done  on  the  Galileans,  a  parcel  of  illiterate  men,  some 
only  fishermen,  and  now  talking  all  foreign  languages  as 
readily  as  if  they  had  been  born  in  the  country.  The 
people  also  are  much  affected  with  the  doctrines  they 
preach,  so  as  to  confess  their  sins  and  desire  to  live  and  die 
with  those  men." 

Multitudes  repaired  to  us,  that  the  place  was  extremely 
crowded.  They  saw  us  filled  with  joy  unaccountable; 
they  heard  us  speaking  of  wonderful  things.  Some,  like 
ourselves,  were  lifted  up  to  heaven,  and  seemed  to  listen 
with  ecstacy;  others  stood  as  astonished,  at  a  loss  what 
to  think;  whilst  some  rancorous  Jews  gave  out  that  we 
were  drunk.  But  Peter,  rising  up  and  looking  round  on 
the  crowd  of  people,  as  their  eyes  were  all  fixed  on  him, 
preached^ilo  them;  first,  showing,  that  what  they  wondered 
at  was  not  drunkenness,  but  a  gift  from  the  Father  of 
lights,  and  which  had  been  prophesied  of.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded  to  prove  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  and  exhorting 
to  repentance  all  who  had  been  in  any  wise  accessary  to 
the  crucifying  him,  or  had  given  their  votes  for  it,  that 
they  might  obtain  remission.  He  cut  asunder  their  hearts 
as  with  a  two-edged  sword,  and  harrov/ed  it  up  as  a  field'. 
Penitential  tears  gushed  from,  the  eyes  of  many  of  the 
audience,  who,  all  trembling,  asked  what  they  should  do 
to  expiate  their  enormities;  on  which,  having  professed 
themselves  believers,  they,  as  Christ  had  directed,  were 
baptized.  Then,  quitting  the  Pharisees  and  all  infectious 
company,  they  associated  themselves  to  the  believers;  and 
the  sanctity  of  their  succeeding  life  was  a  "sure  pledge 
that  their  former  oftences  were  done  away.  O!  had  you 
seen  the  emotions  of  weeping  and  lamentation,  then  of  joy 
that  they  were  admitted  into  such  society!  And  so  great 
was  the  eflect  of  Peter's  preaching,  that  our  small  number 
.of  a  hundred  and  twenty,  in  one  day  increased  to  above 
three  thousand.  ,       ,  , 

Pilgrim.     O!  wonderful  increase  in  so  short  a  time! 

Cleophas.     As  for  the  number,  son,  that  was  of  no  greaU 
concern,  had  not  a  very  remarkable  change  followed.     I  may 
well  call  it  remarkable:  for  they  were  all  become  as  one. 
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They  seemed  to  have  but  one  soul,  one  heart,  and  one 
mind;  as  a  thousand  grains  of  corn  made  into  one  loaf, 
and  thus  no  longer  distinguishable;  or,  as  if  several  billets 
were  taken  to  make  a  fire,  the  more  billets  were  taken  the 
larger  the  fire;  yet  would  it  still  be  but  one  fire,  though  con- 
sisting of  so  very  great  a  collection  of  billets.  So  were  all 
those,  by  the  fire  of  the  Spirit,  fused  into  one  sentiment,  that 
in  all  were  seen  but  one  heart,  one  soul,  one  inclination,  one 
hope,  one  love,  one  joy.  O!  the  retrospect  of  those  golden 
times! 

Pilgrim,     Docs  that  also  draw  forth  your  tears? 

Clcophas.  O!  why  should  they  not  flow?  Such  a  work 
was  then  wrought,  so  shining  a  reformation  in  mankind.  It 
seemed  no  other  than  a  renewal  of  Paradise.  All  the  de- 
pravity which  Cain  and  Nimrod  had  introduced  In  the  creation, 
was  now  rectified.  The  lambs  played  with  the  wolves;  the 
goats  with  the  leopards;  the  voracious  lion  eat  straw  like  the 
gentle  ox;  the  cow  and  bear  grazed  by  each  other;  the  young 
child  safely  laid  its  little  hand  on  the  serpent's  hole;  and  on 
the  hill  of  the  Lord  there  was  neither  hurt,  nor  sorrow,  nor 
sin. 

Pilgrim.  These  things  are  too  wonderful  for  me  to  un- 
derstand without  some  explanation. 

Clcophas.  You  must  know  then,  son,  that  Cain  was  the 
first  who  divided  the  land  into  certain  parcels,  and  distin- 
guished possessions,  that  soon  one  came  to  say,  "  This  is 
mine,  that  is  5"0urs;  thus  far  you  may  come,  but  have  a  care 
of  coming  any  farther,  for  there  begin  my  bounds."  After- 
wards came  Nimrod,  who  first  built  fences  and  castles,  was 
for  lording  it  over  every  one,  made  war  on  all  who  would  nof 
submit  to  his  usurpations,  and  was  too  successful  in  his  vio- 
lences. Hence  it  came  that  some,  like  wily  serpents,  day  and 
night,  were  devising  how  to  heap  up  money,  and,  with  the  law 
on  their  side,  to  say,  "  This  is  mine:"  and  on  any  opposition, 
to  strike  their  poisoned  hook  into  the  claimant,  or  at  least  to 
give  them  such  a  vindictive  look,  that  the  poor  well-meaning 
lambs  dropped  their  pretensions,  fearing  to  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  such  venomous  creatures.  Others,  like  ravenous 
19* 
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wolves  and  bears,  with  lawless  outrage  fell  on  the  harmless 
sheep,  kine,  and  other  gentle  and  useful  creatures,  tearing 
them  to  pieces,  or  reducmg  them  in  numerous  flocks  under 
their  tyrannical  dominion,  saying  that  all  was  theirs,  the  pas- 
tures on  which  they  fed,  their  wool,  milk,  and  their  very  bodies. 
Thus  avarice  under  the  color  of  justice  and  property  became 
the  root  of  all  evil;  as  hence  frequently  arose  variances, 
hatred,  envy,  and  murder,  to  the  extreme  oppression  of  the 
innocent  creatures,  who,  agreeably  to  the  universal  bounty  of 
the  Ci'eator,  were  disposed  to  friendship,  kindness,  and  so- 
ciality, contented  with  a  little  grass  in  the  summer,  a  little 
hay  in  the  winter,  just  what  was  necessary  to  the  support  of 
life.      -  ,  '  . 

.   -  ■■'  ■     ^-     .  .    -.  '-'^ 

Pilgrim,  1  understand  your  similitude.  And  so  these 
disorder#were  now  rectified,  and  a  better  state  of  things 
took  place.     *  .  , 

Cleophas.  Yes;  a  most  blessed  alteration  was  seen:  foi" 
no  sooner  did  the  sanctifying  power  of  the  Spirit  begin  to 
work  in  the  heart,  than  the  venomous  nature  was  expelled. 
The  avaricious  became  quite  other  men,  sympathizing  and 
liberal.  Instead  of  being  wrapped  up  in  their  rents,  their 
trade,  the  improvement  of  their  money;  instead  of  quarrels, 
complaints,  and  suits;  instead  of  sourly  turning  their  faces 
from  the  poor  and  needy;  instead  of  being  solicitous  about 
food  and  clothing,  they  now  opened  their  chests:  they  can- 
celled those  honds,  by  which  they  were  grinding  the  faces  of 
the  poor;  nay,  what  is  far  more,  they  sold  off  their  merchan- 
dise, their  lands  and  houses,  every  part  of  their  substance, 
and  with  transports  of  joy,  brought  the  money  to  be  sunk  in 
the  common  stock.  They  would  not  so  much  as  take  on 
them  to  say,  it  was  theirs;  but  thought  it  rather  belonged  to 
the  poor  than  to  themselves,  having  first  defrauded  them  of 
it,  and  then,  through  hardhearted  penuriousness,  kept  it  use- 
less in  their  chests.  Here  it  was  seen  that  charity  is  the 
bond  of  all  perfection,  as  bringing  all  disparity  of  rank  and 
fortune  to  a  level,  and  melting  the  hearts  of  many  into  one. 
Its  effects  were,  at  this  time,  indeed,  very  singular.  All  pro-  ' 
cesses  were  superseded;  all  variances  subsided;  the  courts 
of  justice  were  less  crowded.  They  who  before  had  sucked 
the  blood  of  the  quiet  artisans,  and  to  their  oppressions  added 
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a  sullen  arrogance  of  behavior,  now  assisted  and  relieved 
them  with  a  brotherly  cordiality. 

The  sheep  and  kine  no  longer  feared  the  serpent  and  basi- 
lisk. Their  nature  was  changed.  The  ravenous  tigers  and 
wolves,  whose  nature  before  prompted  them  to  bite,  tear  in 
pieces  and  devour,  came  like  the  tame  sheep  and  cow,  and 
suffered  themselves  to  be  handled,  without  any  rage  or 
fierceness.  It  grieved  them  that,  by  the  wretched  infatua- 
tions of  pride,  they  had  so  long  acted  the  part  of  those  sa- 
vage animals.  The  vicious  of  all  kinds  felt  the  same  blessed 
change.  All  who  professed  the  name  of  Christ  distinguished 
themselves  by  purity,  simplicity,  probity,  courtesy,  benevo- 
lence, and  liberality.  O!  the  moral  Shechinah,  which  was 
then  seen  on  the  mount  of  the  Lord. 

Pilgrim.  What  a  joy  must  that  have  been  to  the  inno- 
cent who  had  lain  crushed  under  the  load  of  oppression,  or 
squeezed  by  the  gripe  of  avarice! 

Cleophc.s.  it  was  no  otherwise  with  them,  than  a  sudden 
removal  from  the  distresses  of  a  prison  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
palace;  for  we  met  almost  every  evening,  where  a  common 
table  was  spread.  One  brought  bread,  another  flesh,  another 
wine,  or  some  smaller  liquor;  and  one  of  the  most  consid- 
erable persons  in  the  assembly,  with  an  air  of  benignity, 
proclaimed,  "  Brethren,  let  us  thank  and  praise  God,  who 
giveth  us  plenty  of  all  things  necessary.  Let  none  be  con- 
cerned about  his  poverty;  here  all  reasonable  wants  shall  be 
supplied  from  the  free  source  of  Christian  love.  The  givers 
rejoice  more  than  the  receivers."  There  we  sung  hymns; 
there  we  poured  forth  prayers;  there  we  discoursed  on  the 
love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  love  which  passeth  all  know- 
ledge, by  which  the  divine  Son  was  given  up  to  death  as  a 
redemption  for  all;  and  he.  v/ho  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes 
became  poor. 

We  ate  our  food  with  gladness  and  cordial  sociableness. 
Our  hearts  like  a  loaf,  were  kneaded  into  one,  and  insepara- 
bly united;  that  nothing  of  duplicity,  envy,  or  imperiousness 
was  seen  amongst  us.  We  were  all  love,  candor  and  joy; 
our  meals  were  seasoned  with  edifying  discourse;  and,  with 
hearts  full  of  consolation  and  the  fruit  of  the  love  of  the  Spirit, 
and  nourished  in  soul    and    body,  we  all    returned  to  our 
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homes  rejoicing,  exercising  ourselves  in  devotion  and  good 
works.  These  feasts  accordingly  were  called  feasts  of 
love. 

Pilgrim.  A  heaven  upon  earth!  But  did  not  some  tokens 
of  grudging  and  anxiety  escape  the  wealthy,  when  they  saw 
their  substance  thus  daily  diminishing,  and  irretrievably  sunk 
in  the  common  fund:  or  did  not  the  poor  become  licentious, 
when  they  saw  such  condescension  in  the  rich,  and  so  plenti- 
fully partook  of  their  liberality^  for  it  was  really  no  more 
than  what  might  naturally  be  apprehended. 

CleopJias.  As  to  the  former,  the  rich  being  by  the  renew- 
ing grace  of  the  Spirit,  taught  to  desire  nothing  beyond 
mere  necessaries,  their  cares  of  consequence,  lay  within 
small  bounds.  Besides,  they  saw  the  divine  hand  so  mani- 
festly co-operate  for  the  supply  of  this  community,  that  there 
was  always  an  increasing  plenty:  and  none  being  disposed 
to  idleness,  but  employing  themselves  in  a  moderate  indus- 
try, (for  the  incessa.nt  application  to  worldly  business  so  much 
commended,  is  really  blameable,)  you  must  necessarily  think 
that  the  gain  of  many,  under  good  management,  might  much 
easier  subsist  a  people,  than  where  great  numbers  are  drained 
to  the  utmost,  and  a  few  live  in  luxury  or  an  ostentatious 
profusion  of  their  ill-acquired  wealth,  not  to  mention  the  dis- 
orderly procedures  among  both  poor  and  rich,  which,  by  our 
economy,  were  avoided:  for  many  dwelling  together  live  at 
a  less  expense  than  a  [esv  separately.  But  the  chief  article 
was,  that  they  had  offered  themselves  and  all  their  substance 
to  the  Lord,  by  whom  they  were  promised  a  supply  in  all 
their  wants,  and  relief  in  all  their  necessities.  They  also 
well  remembered  that  Jesus,  the  Captain  of  their  salvation, 
had  led  a  life  of  self-denial  and  lowliness,  alienated  from  all 
indulgence  and  splendor,  and  had  strongly  recommended  it 
to  his  followers;  and  thus,  the  more  to  resemble  him,  they 
preferred  poverty  to  riches.  As  to  the  latter,  I  must  inform 
you,  that  the  edifying  discourses  and  respectable  examples, 
v/hich  ever  accompanied  our  repasts  or  common  meetings, 
spread  such  an  awe  among  all,  that  not  an  indecent  word  or 
action  came  from  any:  the  consequence  would  have  been 
expulsion.  Besides,  those  of  a  licentious  disposition  scorned 
our  dull  meetings.     Like  will  to  like:  and  libertines  in  the 
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company  of  the  godly  are  as  uneasy  as  in  the  stocks.  In- 
deed, the  power  of  the  Spirit  was  mighty  over  all,  and  had 
formed  all  into  one  amiable  mass,  duly  tempered  and  clari- 
fied without  any  heterogeneous  relic. 

Pilgrim.  Oh!  delightful  society!  [  wonder  all  were  not 
attracted  to  become  members!  Of  what  benefit  is  a  wise 
economy  among  a  numerous  people,  especially  when  under 
God's  special  superintendency. 

Clcophas.  That  you  may  very  w^ell  say:  for  a  husband 
and  wife  among  us  sold  their  goods;  but,  desirous  of  reserv- 
ing a  particular  hoard  for  themselves,  delivered  to  the  apos- 
tles, as  the  whole,  only  a  part,  of  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale;  when,  behold,  by  the  bare  word  of  Peter,  both  were 
punished  with  death.  Scarcely  had  the  husband's  body  been 
carried  out,  when  the  wife  coming  in,  fell  down  lifeless  at  the 
feet  of  the  apostle,  which  brought  great  terror  on  the  hearts 
of  the  believers;  for  they  saw  with  whom  they  had  to  do; 
and  this  farther  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  good  order 
and  liberality,  without  any  clandestine  reserves. 

Pilgrim.     Wonderful ! 

Cleophas.  Such  were  the  workings  of  God  in  this  society; 
and  by  which  it  soon  increased  from  three  to  five  thousand. 
Not  only  the  commonalty,  but  priests  officiating  in  the  tem- 
ple, embraced  the  faith,  each  saying  to  the  ether,  "  Come, 
let  us  go  up  to  the  mount  of  the  Lord,  to  the  house  of  the 
God  of  Jacob  and  ours;  for  there  is  seen  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  as  foretold  by  the  prophets."  The  synagogues  of  the 
Pharisees  were  confounded;  for  it  was  publicly  manifest  that 
the  lame  were  enabled  to  leap,  the  blind  received  sight,  lepers 
were  healed,  and  all  diseases  cured,  only  by  calling  on  the 
name  of  Jesus,  nay,  even  by  the  shadow  of  the  apostles  pass- 
ing over  the  patients;  whereby  the  multitude  were  stirred  up 
to  great  wonder  and  thankfulness.  They  now  clearly  saw 
the  power  of  the  Lord,  the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  the  priests 
in  crucifying  Jesus,  and  for  which  they  were  not  a  little  hated 
by  the  people.  The  maimed  and  deceased,  who  had  been 
healed  were  pointed  at.  <*  Yon  man  was  lame  from  his  cra- 
dle, and  used  to  beg  at  the  temple-gate;  now  you  see  he 
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has  no  need  of  crutches.  This  was  done  by  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth, who,  when  living,  went  over  all  this  country,  and 
wrought  many  such  wonders.  Could  you  think  it?  This 
good  man  our  priests  procured  to  be  crucified  as  a  sower  of 
sedition.  You  may  think  what  sort  of  persons  they  are." 
A  great  deal  of  such  talk  went  about. 

Pilgrim.  But  how  did  the  Pharisees  behave  amidst  these 
clamors? 

Cleophas.  The  fire  of  envy  burned  in  their  entrails;  they 
were  like  the  raging  sea,  and  with  implacable  perversity, 
though  convinced  of  the  truth,  they  opposed  the  apostles,  and 
threatened  them  with  the  severest  punishments,  if  they  did 
not  give  over  preaching  to  the  people  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

Pilgrim.  From  the  promises,  I  conclude,  however,  that 
their  threats  did  not  damp  the  apostles'  zeal. 

Cleophas.  It  was  only  fuel  to  the  fire;  they  continued 
their  meetings;  and  once,  when  engaged  in  prayer,  the 
house  trembled  and  shook;  a  manifestation  of  the  extraor- 
dinary presence  of  the  Spirit:  every  heart  was  strengthened, 
and  flamed  v/ith  new  ardor  to  propagate  the  gospel;  they  de- 
clared what  they  had  seen  and  heard.  Their  regard  to  God 
and  m^an  would  not  permit  them  to  smother  or  disguise  the 
truth,  and  signs  and  wonders  accompanied  their  preachings. 
The  high-priests,  irritated  at  this  contempt  of  their  orders, 
held  a  consultation  w^hat  measures  should  be  taken  with  the 
apostles;  and  sent  their  guards  to  apprehend  them  and  com- 
mit them  to  prison;  but  the  next  morning  how  were  they 
amazed,  amidst  all  their  pontifical  state,  when  word  was' 
brought  that  the  very  same  men  stood  preaching  in  the  temple, 
and  how  they  got  out  of  the  prison  was  unknown,  the  doors 
being  locked  and  bolted,  the  guards  at  their  posts,  yet  the  in- 
ward prison  empty;  thus  v/onderfully  hath  God,  by  an  angel, 
delivered  his  faithful  servants.  This  Caiaphas,  with  his  su- 
percilious accessors,  sent  a  courteous  summons  to  the  apostles 
to  attend  the  council,  who,  with  a  feigned  mildness  advised 
them,  and  with  some  menacing  intimations  recommended  to 
them  to  keep  their  new  doctrines  to  themselves;  but  the 
apostles,  soon   leaving  the   council,  returned  to  the  great 
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work  committed  to  them  by  their  heavenly  Master;  on  which 
the  priests,  had  not  a  wise  man  interposed,  were  for  putting 
them  to  death;  and  did  not  dismiss  them  without  being 
bound  to  pillars,  and  scourged,  and  turned  out  of  the 
city;  suflerings  which  they  rejoiced  in  as  similar  to  those 
of  Jesus.  So  much  did  disgrace  exalt  them  above  natural 
sensations.  • 

■  ^  •%■ 
Pilgrim.     Could  they  be  so  hardened,  as  still  to  persevere 
in  their  outrages  against  those  good  men? 

Cleophas,  Cruel  as  this  was,  would  they  had  gone  no 
farther;  but  not  long  after  they  committed  a  horrible  murder 
on  a  man  of  fervent  holiness,  named  Stephen,  only  for  his 
free  reproof  of  their  wickedness,  dragging  him  without  one 
of  the  city  gates,  where  they  stoned  him,  though  on  his 
knees  he  prayed  for  them;  prayed  that  the  inhuman  sin  they 
were  then  guilty  of  might  be  forgiven;  till  his  body  being 
every  where  broken  and  bruised,  he  yielded  up  his  spirit  to 
God,  who  had  graciously  supported  him  with  a  sight  of  his 
master  Jesus,  encircled  with  heavenly  glory,  as  he  himself 
declared  to  his  persecutors;  but  they  were  not  in  the  least 
impressed  by  such  a  miracle. 

Pilgrim.  Why  a  blind  man  could  see  that  vengeance 
must  soon  follow  such  impious  barbarities. 

Cleophas.  They,  however,  had  no  sense  of  this;  on  the 
contrary,  they  inculcated  into  their  youth,  that  to  put  a  here- 
tic to  death,  and  such  they  accounted  us,  was  a  good  action. 
From  this  prepossession,  a  youth,  otherwise  of  great  parts 
and  a  generous  disposition,  named  Saul,  a  native  of  Tarsus, 
but  now  a  student  in  the  schools  of  the  Pharisees,  was  very 
active  in  such  persecutions,  and,  accompanied  by  others  of 
the  same  stamp,  forced  his  way  into  houses,  dragged  both 
men  and  women  to  prison;  some  hauled  out  of  their  beds, 
one  from  his  loom,  another  from  the  anvil,  another  from  his 
work-shop,  or  timber,  or  tan-yard;  or  wherever  they  v/ere,  a 
Christian  knew  not  where  to  hide  his  head;  many,  agreeably 
to  their  Master's  advice,  fled  to  the  neighboring  towns;  that 
society,  lately  so  tranquil  and  flourishing,  seemed  now  total- 
ly scattered  and  confounded. 
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Pilgrim,  It  was  a  wonder  all  did  not  go  to  wreck.  How 
could  a  flock  of  sheep  subsist  when  daily  worried  by  a  troop 
of  merciless  wolves?  And  I  do  not  hear  that  any  opposition 
was  made  to  such  tyrannical  proceedings. 

Cleophas.  True,  son.  They  neither  handled  spear  nor 
shield.  Their  resource,  as  Jesus  had  enjoined,  was  only  in 
supplications  to  him  who  has  the  hearts  of  men  in  his  hand. 

Pilgrim.  Then,  as  I  said,  it  is  a  wonder  that  your  reli- 
gion w^as  not  totally  extirpated,  without  so  much  as  a  single 
branch  remaining. 

Cleophas.  Know,  son,  that  what  God  plants  is  not  in 
man's  power  to  root  up.  Wonderfully  he  has  fought  against 
those  enemies,  causing  their  own  darts  to  revert  in  their 
faces:  for  all  these  persecutions  served  to  the  more  extensive 
propagation  of  the  gospel.  Yes,  faith  thrives  and  increases 
under  the  cross.  Worldly  distresses  lift  up  the  heart  to  hea- 
venly things.     O!  were  T  to  relate  to  3^ou  some  passages — 

Pilgrim.  And,  I  pray  do;  for  1  delight  to  hear  of  the 
singular  operations  of  grace,  and  the  magnanimous  behavior 
of  the  servants  of  God. 

Cleopkas.  The  zeal  of  believers,  after  their  dispersion  in 
various  towns  and  villages  was  not  damped.  They  still  de- 
clared the  wonderful  things  which  they  had  heard  and  seen. 
Northward, 'on  a  very  dehghtful  hill,  in  a  fertile,  well  cultiva- 
ted country,  stands  a  town,  once  famous  under  the  name  of 
Samaria,  now  called  Sabesta,  fully  thirty  miles  from  hence. 
Philip,  a  zealous  follower  of  Christ,  coming  hither,  was  much 
affected  at  seeing  how  wretchedly  the  inhabitants  were  impos- 
ed on  by  one  Simon,  a  sorcerer,  set  about  counteracting  him; 
but  instead  of  frivolous  illusions,  by  miraculous  cures,  the 
cripple  walked  off  with  his  crutches  on  his  shoulders;  the 
blind  w^anted  no  guide;  the  deaf,  now  distinguishing  things 
by  hearing,  found  themselves  in  another  w^orld;  the  possessed 
were  quiet  without  bands  or  fantastic  exorcism.  The  v/hole 
town  flocked  to  see  such  wonders,  which  quite  eclipsed  all 
Simon's  arts,  so  that  great  numbers  with  ecstacy  entered 
into  society  with  these  emigrants;  and  1  want  words  to  express 
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the  devotion,  the  love,  the  heavenly-mindcdncss,  ^vhich  ani- 
mated both  men  and  women,  after  being  washed  in  the  laver 
of  baptism. 

Simon  seeinc;  all  his  wickedness  frustrated,  and  what  migh- 
ty things  were  done  by  the  apostles,  was  so  senseless  as  to 
offer  them  money  to  invest  him  with  the  like  power;  and 
hence  it  is,  that,  endeavors  to  obtain  any  office  in  the  church 
of  Christ  by  money,  or  any  indirect  means,  (for  Satan  hath 
ever  had  his  instruments  at  work,)  are  termed  Simony. 

Pilgrim.  It  must  have  been  a  great  consolation  to  the  op- 
pressed believers  at  Jerusalem,  when  they  heard  of  these  glo- 
rious consequences  of  the  dispersion. 

Cleophas.  God  always  was  pleased,  son,  to  extend  the 
knowledge  of  his  gospel  by  the  ministration  of  angels.  Yon- 
der, at  a  great  distance  south-westward,  lies  the  old  town  of 
Gaza,  on  a  high  road  leading  to  Egypt.  The  adjacent 
country  was  anciently  in  the  hands  of  the  Philistines,  those  in- 
veterate enemies  to  the  Israelites:  afterwards  it  was  laid 
waste  by  the  Idumeans,  another  savage  set  of  people.  Along 
the  road  an  Ethiopian  nobleman  was  traveling  at  his  case 
on  his  return  from  Jerusalem,  and  being  an  impartial  search- 
er after  truth,  and  strongly  impj*essed  with  the  sense  of 
a  future  life,  was  attentively  reading  the  book  of  Isaiah; 
when  suddenly  he  saw  by  his  chariot  a  man  transported  thith- 
er from  Samaria  by  an  angel.  Their  hearts  mutually  attract- 
ed each  other;  each  seemed  to  know  the  thoughts  and  dis- 
positions; that  the  nobleman  took  the  stranger  into  his  cha- 
riot. Their  talk  was  not  of  the  weather,  war,  or  public  af- 
fairs, but  of  one  thing  needful,  of  what  appertains  to  salva- 
tion. At  length,  coming  to  a  clear  piece  of  water,  they  both 
with  tears  of  joy  alighted,  and  the  Moor  was  washed  from 
the  spots  of  his  natural  conscience;  his  swarthy  hue  was  spi- 
ritually attired  with  the  resplendent  garment  of  righteous- 
ness. He  now  had  perceptions  and  joys,  far  transcending 
any  thing  he  had  felt  in  his  philosophical  disquisitions.  But 
with  what  astonishment  was  he  seized,  at  seeing  his  instruct- 
or carried  from  him  in  a  cloud!  Recovered  from  his  trans- 
port, he  continued  his  journey  through  deserts  and  over  parch- 
ing sands,  shortening  the  tediousness  of  the  way  with  reading 
and  meditation.  To  him  those  remote  lands  of  the  .torrid 
20 
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zone  owe  the  light  of  the  gospel  and  the  solution  of  Solo- 
mon's riddles;  a  book  highly  venerated  among  them,  and 
held  in  general  inexplicable  by  man. 

Pilgrim.     Your  narrative  exhibits  a  series  of  wonders. 

Cleoplias.  And  what  you  are  going  to  hear  is  little  less. 
There  is  also  another  town  on  the  Salt  Sea,  a  considerable 
way  off  to  the  north-west,  called  Caesarea,  in  honor  of  the  Em- 
peror Augustus  Csesar;  and  nine  miles  from  this,  along  the 
same  coast,  another  town,  called  Joppa.  In  these  two  dif- 
ferent towns,  two  persons  were  at  once  made  known  to  each 
other.  What  one  met,  stood  before  the  other's  eyes.  A 
heavenly  operation  impelled  one  heart  towards  the  other;  and 
this  also  through  the  ministration  of  angels. 

"Then  were  seen  the  beautiful  feet  of  heavenly  messen- 
gers leaping  over  the  mountains.  The  south  wind  of  the 
gospel  agitated  the  hearts  of  great  numbers.  The  spices 
bio  wed;  the  flowers  appeared  on  the  earth;  the  pomegran- 
ates budded;  the  vine  with  its  tender  grapes  gave  a  grateful 
smell;  the  voice  of  the  turtle-dove  was  heard  in  the  land: 
the  foxes,  v.'hich  spoiled  the  vineyards,  were  gently  caught  in 
their  own  devices."  Their  mischievous  craftiness  turned  to 
innoxious  meekness.  They  now  seemed  to  be  lambs  instead 
of  foxes.  ''Their  swords  were  turned  into  plowshares,  and 
the  spears  into  reaping  hooks."  An  unarmed  fisherman 
pierced  to  the  very  inmost  parts,  and  "  clave  asunder  the 
joints  and  marrow,"  more  powerfuly  than  warriors  with  all 
their  instruments  of  carnage.  Wherever  he  preached,  he 
was  surrounded  by  amazing  crowds,  all  attentive,  and  some 
sheddino;  tears  of  joy,  others  of  contrition.  On  professing 
their  faith  in  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  propitiation 
for  the  sins  of  the  world,  they  were  baptized  into  his  death, 
and  the  communion  of  the  saints.  O!  Son,  "  kine  and 
bears  came  and  fed  in  one  pasture;  their  young  ones  laid 
down  together."  It  may  almost  be  said,  that  through  the 
sweet  sound  of  the  gospel,  the  hills,  woods,  and  fields  met. 

'  Pilgrim.  But  as  the  gospel  thus  spread  on  every  side, 
did  not  the  persecutions  also  increase?  You  mentioned  a 
voun^  man  of  some  note,  who  made  it  his  business  to  ferret 
out  believers,  that  they  might  be  put  to  death.     Was  he  not 
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exasperated  to  see  his  activity  baffled!  Did  he  not  enter  on 
more  effectual  measures?  Or  did  these  disappointments  cool 
his  rage? 

Cleophas.  That  very  j'oung  man,  Saul,  was  also  convert- 
ed; and  most  wonderful  are  the  circumstances  of  his  conver- 
sion. He  had  continued  to  distinguish  himself  as  a  persecu- 
tor of  the  believers;  and  by  his  means,  many  came  to  an  un- 
timely end.  Such  zeal  the  high-priests  rewarded  with  a  com- 
mission to  go  to  Damascus,  and  what  believers  he  should 
find  therc,  women  and  men,  to  bring  them  to  Jerusalem 
bound  or  manacled.  He  was  on  the  road,  and  not  a  little 
elevated  with  his  new  commission  which  he  had  determined 
to  discharge  in  the  most  rigorous  manner,  as  most  pleasing 
to  his  constituents,  and  the  way  to  farther  favors;  when,  be- 
hold, a  supernatural  light  beamed  on  him.  He  trembled  all 
over:  his  spear  fell  out  of  his  hand;  his  sight  failed,  and  he 
sunk  to  the  ground.  His  attendants  stood  as  thunderstruck 
at  this  sudden  change,  looking  one  at  another,  till  they  raised 
him  up  and  led  him  along,  faint  and  drooping;  when  he  re- 
ceived inwardly  a  very  different  commission  from  the  former, 
with  a  reproof  of  his  cruelty.  Now  he  was  to  ask  forgive- 
ness of  those  he  had  purposed  to  manacle;  and  by  those, 
whom  he  looked  on  as  blind,  his  sight  was  to  be  restored. 
After  the  end  of  three  days,  emerging  from  this  state  of  per- 
turbation with  the  vivacity  of  an  eagle,  he  went  to  the  syna- 
gogue at  Damascus,  and  openly  preached  Jesus,  to  the  great 
joy  of  believers  and  the  confusion  of  their  enemies,  who  were 
no  strangers  to  his  character. 

You  must  think  also,  how  the  priests  of  Jerusalem  were 
mortified,  when,  instead  of  the  wagons  full  of  prisoners,  the 
guards  came  with  their  ensigns  trailing  on  the  ground,  as  a 
token  of  bad  news,  and  related  what  had  befallen  Saul,  and 
the  change  it  had  wrought  in  him.  Caiaphas  and  the  whole 
council  were  struck  all  of  a  heap,  knowing  Saul's  sagacity 
and  resolution,  and  his  indefatigable  zeal  in  whatever  he  took 
in  hand.  ^,  .^ 

Pilgrim.  That  was  indeed,  a  home  defeat  to  the  priests 
and  Pharisees!  But  were  the  believers,  in  other  towns,  suf- 
fered to  live  quietly?  *       -■  »       , 
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Cleophas.  Whatever  their  treatment  was,  they  continued 
to  meet.  O!  their  ecstatic  hymns!  Their  elevating  dis- 
courses! Their  meetings,  to  be  sui'e,  were  like  the  dew  of 
Hermon;  like  the  precious  ointment  which,  running  down 
from  Aaron's  head,  descended  to  the  skirts  of  his  garment. 
The  joys,  which  swelled  every  heart,  are  above  the  power 
of  language.  "  The  mountains  dropped  with  luscious  wine, 
the  hills  flowed  with  milk,  and  all  the  rivers  were  full  of 
water."  .  .      ,    .  -  -  ' 

—  .    ■"*;■-     -   \  .  -'   .  •:      .      . 

PiJgrim.  But  SauT,  as  his  conversion  was  so  very  singu- 
lar, I  suppose,  proved  an  eminent  instrument  in  propagating 
the  gospel,  and  omitted  nothing  to  build  up  what  he  had 
been  so  eager  in  demolishing;  in  which,  persecution  would 
be  sure  to  point  all  its  bolts  against  him. 

Cleophas.  Your  suppositions  are  perfectly  right;  but 
really  his  adventures  and  sufferings  in  the  cause  of  Christ 
were  so  various,  that,  of  themselves,  they  would  make  up  a 
distinct  narrative;  1  shall,  however,  give  you  a  cursory  ac- 
count of  his  life,  yet  sufficient  to  lead  you  into  his  character 
and  conduct;  with  a  specimen  or  two  of  his  intrepid  attach- 
ment to  that  God,  who  had  so  miraculously  called  him  from 
darkness  into  light. 

The  first  journey  he  took  after  conversion  was  into  Arabia, 
whence  he  returned  to  Damascus,  then  proceeded  to  Jerusa- 
lem, every  where  preaching  Christ,  and  every  where  the  butt 
of  ruthless  persecutors,  on  whom  the  amiable  innocence  and 
simplicity  of  the  believers  could  make  no  favorable  impres- 
sion. Once  he  was  let  down  the  city  wall  in  a  basket;  an- 
other time  some  blood-thirsty  bigots  lay  in  ambush  for  him. 
Sometimes  he  was  obliged  to  secrete  himself  in  deserts 
and  lonely  places,  or  commit  himself  to  the  sea,  w'here  more 
than  once  he  was  in  great  danger.  In  a  word,  distress,  in- 
sult and  perils  haunted  him  almost  wherever  he  went.  On 
his  coming  to  Jerusalem,  as  I  was  saying,  perceiving  that,  of 
all  others,  the  Jews  were  most  intent  on  doing  him  some  mis- 
chief, he  removed  to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  Tarsus,  in  Ci- 
licia,  with  a  design  of  concealing  himself  awhile;  but  a  bro- 
ther, named  Barnabas,  thinking  that  by  the  retirement  of  such 
a  luminary  the  gospel  might  suffer,  went  thither,  and  brought 
him  away  to  Antioch,  where  now  were  Saul,  since  called 


A    riLGRlJI    AND    CLEOPHAS.  233 

Paul,  Barnabas,  Lucius,  Niger,  and  Manaen.  They  set  up 
schools  for  lectures  on  the  Christian  Philosophy,  as  some 
termed  the  Faith.  These  were  much  frequented;  and  here 
believers  first  got  the  name  of  Christians.  From  Antioch, 
as  a  centre,  they  spread  out  on  all  sides.  Paul  traveled 
through  Cyprus,  Pamphylia,  Pisidia,  Iconia,  and  visited 
among  many  other  towns,  Lystra  and  Derbe.  If  in  one  he 
met  with  any  friendly  reception,  in  another  he  was  scourged, 
imprisoned,  and  driven  out,  with  the  most  opprobrious  out- 
rages: and  in  all  this  the  Jews  were  the  chief  actors,  blindly 
laying  the  foundation  of  their  signal  extinction.  Alas!  there 
is  no  telling  what  he  underwent:  but  himself  strongly  sup- 
ported, he  everywhere  strengthened  the  brethren;  and  in  the 
assembly  of  the  apostles  and  other  principal  believers,  held 
here  within  Jerusalem  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  emperor  Clau- 
dius, he  gave  shining  proofs  that  he  was  not  one  of  the  least. 
Afterwards  he  continued  his  labors  all  over  Galatia,  Bithynia, 
and  Macedonia,  and  went  to  the  city  of  Athens,  at  that  time 
famous  for  literature.  Plere  he  put  all  the  philosophers  to  a 
stand.  Bis  doctrines  were  such,  as  they  had  never  heard  of 
before.  They  stood  amazed  at  what  they  could  not  refute. 
Corinth,  another  celebrated  city,  also  felt  the  force  of  his 
wisdom,  showing  that  in  reality  their  sages  were  fools. 
Many  acknowledged  themselves  such,  and  closed  with  his 
reasonings,  becomings  fools  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

At  Ephesus,  which  had  a  great  trade  for  silver  models  of 
the  temple  of  Diana  there,  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the 
world,  a  violent  tumult  was  raised  against  him;  as,  should 
his  doctrine  get  footing,  their  lucre  would  be  at  an  end. 

All  Greece  was  moved  at  the  miracles  and  doctrines  of 
Paul.  Italy,  Spain,  Dalmatia,  Illyricum,  and  many  parts  of 
Germany,  were  witnesses  of  them.  The  churches  he  found- 
ed, the  souls  he  converted,  and  esjxjcially  the  miracles  hepcr- 
lormed,  are  beyond  number.  At  one  place  they  were  going 
to  sacrifice  to  him,  as  to  a  god  in  a  human  figure,  till  he  un- 
deceived them  in  a  speech;  and  then  their  veneration  turned 
to  insult.  Were  I  to  tell  you  of  his  colleagues  or  assistants, 
as  Barnabas,  Timothy,  Titus,  Silas,  Apollos,  Lucas,  Epaph- 
ras,  Aristarchus,  Clemens,  Tychicus,  Epaphroditus,  Aquila, 
Priscilla,  and  many  others,  time  would  fail  us.  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  think  on  their  zeal,  their  tenderness,  their  sweet 
conversation  and  heavenly  discourse.  O!  how  many  night* 
20* 
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did  they  spend  in  prayer,  in  sweet  consolatory  discourse  on 
the  conduct  of  their  lives,  the  riches  of  grace,  and  the  expec- 
tation of  things  eternal;  prelibations  of  the  heavenly  felicity! 
from  which  no  worldly  concerns  diverted  them,  nor  relish  of 
earthly  fruitions  adulterated  their  inward  solacements.  Often 
was  he  detained  hy  the  entreaties  of  their  love;  and  tears 
and  embraces  always  attended  his  departuae.  Are  you 
desirous  of  fuller  information?  Then  peruse  his  letters, 
which  at  this  time  he  wrote  to  several  churches,  and  are  care- 
fully read  by  us  in  our  meetings.  These  bear-  witness  to 
his  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  his  concern  for  souls,  and  to 
the  holiness  o^  his  life.  I  must  add,  that  the  island  of  Meli- 
ta  will  ever  be  a  monument  of  his  miraculous  power.  Being 
shipwrecked  there,  and  coming  to  a  fire  which  the  hospitable 
people  kindled,  a  viper  leaped  out  and  fastened  on  his  hand; 
but  he  shook  it  off  without  the  least  hurt:  and,  ever  since,  tho 
vipers  of  that  island,  as  is  well  known  to  this  day,  arc  with- 
out any  venom,  that  they  are  handled  as  safely  as  eels. 

Pilgrim.  On  my  v/ord,  these  are  no  small  tokens  of  a 
man  sent  by  Ood,  and  who  made  it  his  meat  and  drink  to  do 
the  will  of  his  great  Master. 

Cleophas.  During  the  thirty-six  years  of  his  apostle- 
ship  he  traveled  above  nine  thousand  miles,  in  the  several 
countries  above  mentioned;  sometimes  by  water,  sometimes 
by  land;  but  the  latter  was  more  agreeable  to  him,  on  ac- 
count of  seeing  those  for  whom  he  had  a  particular  friendship, 
and  likewise  being  more  at  liberty:  for  in  passage  vessela 
we  are  exposed  to  a  great  deal  of  idle  tslk;  everyone  has  his 
tale,  and  goes  through  with  it,  whether  listened  to  or  not. 
Now  this  is  a  grievous  disturbance  to  a  devout  m.an,  who 
would  be  raising  his  mind  to  God,  and  conversing  with 
spiritual  things.  Therefore  a  person  of  a  religious  cast  and 
speculative  tvn-n  would  prefer  walking  through  the  country  to 
sailing  in  a  noisy  ship,  as  there  his  eyes  are  filled  with  tho 
more  pleasing  works  of  the  Creator;  herbage,  flowers,  fruit, 
grain,  covering  the  lofty  hills  and  hollow  vales;  objects 
which  prompt  us  to  praise  the  benign  God,  of  whose  good- 
ness the  whole  earth  is  full.  Here,  free  from  the  intrusions 
and  ribaldry  of  strangers,  the  mind  calmly  reads  the  instruc- 
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tive  book  of  nature,  and  sweetly  loses  itself  in  ravishing 
contemplations.  ^  '^\J^-'^'^'Z£:^     '*^ 

Pilgrim.  That  is  very  justly  observed:  but  let  us  now,  I 
pray,  return  to  the  Jews.  How  have  they  since  behaved  to- 
wards the  Christians? 

Cleophas.  With  the  utmost  malice  and  cruelty:  for,  be- 
side their  treatment  of  Paul,  who,  on  all  occasions,  showed  a 
most  tender  concern  for  them,  they  left  no  stone  unturned  to 
arouse  the  secular  arm  against  the  Christians.  At  their  insticra- 
tion  it  was,  that  king  Herod  threw  James  the  elder  into  a  prison, 
with  orders  for  his  execution;  and  though  the  patience  and 
mildness  of  this  apostle  melted  his  very  accusers,  whom  he 
kissed  in  token  of  his  cordial  forgiveness,  yet  the  relentless 
king  and  priests  would  not  be  satisfied  till  his  head  was  off: 
another  heavy  charge  against  that  wretched  city,  and  soon 
retaliated  on  Herod,  in  a  manner  which  plainly  spoke  the 
hand  of  divine  vengeance;  tor,  when  seated  on  a  throne,  in 
all  the  pomp  of  regality,  giving  audience  to  some  ambassa- 
dors, he  was  suddenly  struck  with  a  distemper  which  none  of 
the  court  physicians  knew  how  to  treat.  After  five  days  of 
horrible  pain  in  his  entrails  he  died,  a  miserable  spectacle, 
eaten  up  by  worms;  and  this  had  been  foretold  to  him  when 
at  Rome,  by  a  German  of  some  rank,  who  was  a  prisoner 
there. 

Pilgrim.  The  Jews  must  have  been  hardened  indeed,  to 
be  insensible  to  such  tokens. 

Cleophas.  There  was  also  another  a  little  before  the 
death  of  that  tyrant,  and  not  less  declarative  of  a  divine  inter- 
position. He  had  caused  Peter  to  be  apprehended,,  with  an 
intent  that  he  should  undergo  the  same  fate  as  his  fellow  la- 
borer  James.  The  fatal  day  came;  but  when  the  officers 
came  to  fetch  Peter,  all  they  found  in  the  cell,  where  he  had 
been  secured,  were  the  handcuffs  and  chains.  Imagine  their 
astonishment.  Every  thing  looked  safe;  the  several  doors 
were  shut;  and  the  keepers  broad  awake;  yet  Peter  was 
gone.  This  threw  them  all  into  an  extreme  panic,  as  they 
were  to  account  for  the  escape  of  their  prisoner,  yet  none 
knew  any  thing  of  the  matter.     The  nature  of  his  escape 
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was  such  as  stirred  up  a  strong  suspicion  of  bribery  in  the 
case;  whereas,  in  reality,  it  was  effected  by  an  angel.  But 
neither  Herod's  dreadful  end,  nor  this  deliverance  of  Peter, 
whi2h  nobody  could  account  for,  produced  any  amendment; 
and  the  Pharisees  continued  to  molest  believers  with  all  their 
former  animosity. 

Pilgrim.  But  how  was  it  with  the  other  apostles?  I  sup- 
pose they  did  not  all  keep  within  Jerusalem. 

Cleoplias.  No,  no.  One  of  Christ's  last  injunctions  to  them 
was  to  go  through  all  the  vvorld  preaching  the  gospel;  and  ac- 
cordingly they  did.  Paul  visited  the  western  countries;  Mat- 
thew v/ent  into  the  south;  Bartholomew  into  India;  Thomas 
among  the  Parthians;  Andrew  northward,  among  the  Scythi- 
ans; John  into  several  parts  of  Asia.  In  like  manner,  the 
others  dispersed  themselves  several  ways,  every  where  dili- 
gently sowing  the  precious  seed  of  the  gospel,  and  confirm- 
ing their  words  by  such  signs  and  miracles  as  opportunity 
offered;  and  as,  in  several  places,  the  worship  of  idols  began 
to  wear  off  through  their  preaching,  this  success  exposed 
them  to  more  violent  persecutions,  in  which  the}'  lost  their 
lives.  But  this  was  no  more  than  their  Master  had  foretold 
to  them. 

Pilgrim.  One  would  naturally  think  that  the  persecu- 
tions must  soon  have  put  an  end  to  them.  And  did  their 
doctrine  get  footing  in  those  strange  countres? 

Cleoplias.  Yes,  beyond  any  doctrine  ever  promulgated; 
that  it  was  amazing  to  see  the  force  proceeding  from  what,  in 
the  world's  account,  was  weakness  in  the  abstract:  for  all  the 
books  of  philosophy  v/erenot  able  in  four  hundred  years,  nor 
the  Lav/  of  j\loses  in  fifteen  hundred,  to  compass  what  this 
doctrine  did  within  forty,  and  this  amidst  the  severest  perse- 
cutions which  the  others  had  not  to  grapple  with.  For  when 
was  Lycurgus  persecuted?  when  was  Solon?  when  Pytha- 
goras, Aristotle  or  Plato?  When  were  the  Stoics  and  Epicu- 
reans imprisoned,  scourged  and  put  to  c»?ath?  On  the  con- 
trary, they  had  always  good  times,  were  countenanced  and 
honored;  and  the  Jews,  for  a  long  time,  had  the  crown  and 
sceptre  in  their  hands,  and,  by  a  superior  strength,  kept  their 
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enemies  under.  But,  here,  behold  Jesus  nailed  to  the  cross! 
Behold  his  apostles;  one  beheaded,  another  flayed  alive, 
another  stoned,  another  sawed  asunder,  another  beaten  to 
death  with  a  club.  Behold  all,  who  opened  their  mouths  in 
favor  of  the  gospel,  insulted  as  so  many  outcasts;  yet  did 
this  heavenly  doctrine  establish  itself  in  three  parts  of  the 
world,  Asia,  Europe,  and  Africa:  a  good  evidence,  I  think, 
of  its  excellency  beyond  philosophy,  or  even  the  law  of 
Moses.  But  to  return  to  my  history.  Among  all  the 
cruelties  committed  any  where,  a  most  horrible  instance 
occurs  to  me  in  Jerusalem;  and  in  bloodshed  she  exceeded 
all  other  places. 

Pilgrim,  And  it  was  such  a  one,  it  seems,  as  draws  tears 
from  you.  " 

Cleophas,  O!  the  death  of  that  holy  man,  so  beloved  by 
all,  the  blessed  James  the  younger,  my  predecessor  in  this 
city! 

Pilgrim.     Why,  what  happened  to  him? 

Cleophas.  The  Sadducees,  an  impious  sect,  denying  the 
resurrection  of  the  body  and  existence  of  spirits,  set  on  by 
Ananias,  the  high-priest,  laid  hold  of  that  worthy  man,  and 
deaf  to  his  entreaties  and  remonstrances,  having  dragged 
him  up  to  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  cast  him  down 
into  yonder  deep  valley.  Then  they  proceeded  to  dis- 
figure his  body  by  stoning  him;  and,  as  if  that  was  not 
enough,  a  fuller,  with  his  club,  broke  his  skull,  that  his 
brains  flew  about.  Many  of  the  substantial  citizens,  spec- 
tators of  such  a  continued  barbarity,  were  so  shocked  at 
it,  that  they  accused  the  said  high-priest  of  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings and  encouraging  riots.  James  was  so  distinguish- 
ed for  the  gentleness  of  his  temper  and  his  philanthropy, 
that  afterwards  many  looked  on  his  death  as  one  cause  of 
the  destruction  of  that  devoted  city;  but  I  rather  think 
that  all  the  innocent  blood,  shed  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
in  the  cause  of  Christ,  (and,  good  God,  who  can  recount 
all  the  massacres,  executions  and  murders!)  was  required  at 
its  hands;  and  I  could  adduce  not  a  few  arguments  in  sup- 
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port  of  my  opinion.     But  the  sun  draws  low;  so  we  will 
refer  the  sequel  till  another  time. 

Pilgrim.  I  would  not  the  least  incommode  you, 
father,  and  shall  very  willingly  suspend  my  curiosity  till  to- 
morrow. 

Cleophas.  Then  be  mindful,  son,  that  I  have  let  you  into 
the  nature  and  qualities  of  that  King  who  was  promised  by 
the  prophets,  and  have  given  you  a  full  account  of  his  birth, 
life,  death,  resurrection,  and  ascension. 

Pilgrim.  You  have,  indeed,  made  me  acquainted  with 
many  sublime  and  wonderful  things,  of  which  1  was  before 

utterly  ignorant. 

-  (  \  '  _     '- 

Cleophas.  And  in  which  you  may  observe  what  a  person- 
age he  was,  whose  death,  and  a  death  so  painful  and  igno- 
minious, this  city  demanded  with  such  implacable  obstinacy, 
and  that  the  punishment  of  such  an  atrocious  crime  must  be 
very  great,  had  the  city  not  incurred  any  other  guilt;  as  in 
worldly  estimate,  killing  a  king's  son  is  otherwise  punished 
than  the  murder  of  a  common  man. 

Pilgrim.     The  difference  is  certainly  very  great.  , ., 

Cleophas.  Well:  And  add  to  that,  the  martyrdoms  of 
prophets,  apostles,  and  their  followers,  a  very  considerable 
number. 

Pilgrim.  Indeed  I  am  not  surprised  that  this  city  has  so 
often  been  a  scene  of  carnage' — 

Cleophas.  Or  that  such  a  terrible  destruction,  as  you 
see,  has  fallen  on  it;  the  relation  of  which  must  fill  you 
with  horror.  But  let  us  go,  and  be  so  kind  as  to  see  me 
home. 

Pilgrim.  1  should  be  very  ungrateful  to  grudge  so  small 
an  office,  when  to  gratify  me  you  are  at  so  much  pains,  rais- 
ing and  bending  your  aged  limbs,  and  coming  so  far,  the  bet- 
ter to  inform  me  of  what  I  desire  to  hear.     But  how  comes 
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the  way  to  be  so  rugged,  all  covered  with  broken  stones, 
overrun  with  nettles,  and  other  weeds?  I  wonder  how  you 
get  through  such  a  place! 

Cleophas.  Formerly  here  were  stone  steps,  but  now  they 
are  all  broken  down.  There,  at  that  ruined  wall,  began  Da- 
vid's famous  palace,  called  Millo.  On  yonder  hill  stood  a 
strong  citadel,  built  by  Antiochus  the  tyrant;  there  you  still 
see  the  remains  of  the  tower  of  Ophel.  In  that  angle  towards 
the  south-west  stood  a  high  tower,  known  by  the  name  of 
Hananeel.  There,  before  us,  are  some  fragments  of  the 
castle  of  Antonia,  also,  something  of  the 'temple;  and  near 
it  Helena's  palace.  Yonder  stood  the  court  of  justice,  where 
the  impious  sentence  was  pronounced  against  Jesus.  Be- 
hold its  rttinous  condition.  Where  are  now  their  clamors  and 
outrages]  Much  better  had  it  been  to  have  lamented  their 
own  iniquities,  than  accuse  Jesus.  There,  westward,  you 
still  may  see  the  three  towers  of  Hippicus,  Phasaelus,  and  Ma- 
riamne.  Yonder  stood  that  temple  of  voluptuousness  and 
revelry,  Herod's  palace.  Herod  prided  himself  not  a  little 
in  having  built  these  towers:  and  what  are  they  now,  but 
mouldering  haunts  of  owls,  bats,  ravens,  and  daws?  Thus 
decay  all  sublunary  things.  Now  we  are  come  to  my  cot- 
tage.    Here  I  live. 

Pilginm.  It  was  quite  in  character;  it  puts  me  in  mind 
of  the  dwellings  of  the  ancient  patriarchs,  who  lived  like  pil- 
grims and  strangers  on  earth. 

Cleophas,  So  would  1  have  it;  and  this  garden  subsists 
me,  here  1  sow  carrots,  turnips,  cabbages,  salads,  herbs,  and 
other  esculents. 

Pilgrim,  I  see,  father,  that  a  little  satisfies  you;  fare- 
well till  to-morrow;  I  must  withdraw  to  my  recess,  where 
meditation  on  what  I  hear  from  you,  gives  me  very  exalted 
pleasure. 

Cleophas.  Those  last  words  of  yours  will  leave  a  pleas- 
ure on  me.     Good  night,  heartily,  son. 
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SECTION  III.    ■ 

(JONTAINING  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  JERUSALEM, 
THE  OVERTHROW  OF  THE  JEWISH  CONSTITU- 
'^lON,      AND      THE      STATE      OF      THE     CHRISTIAN 

"  CHURCH,  TO  THE  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  NINTH 
YEAR  OF  THE  /ERA,  CONTAINING  THE  SPACE  OF 
SEVENTY  YEARS. 


Trajan's  Cruelt}'- — Destruction  of  Sodom — liOt^s  Wife  becomes 
a  Pillar  of  Salt — Caiiguia  affects  to  be  worshiped  as  God — The 
revolt  of  the  Jews — A  Soldier  burns  the  Scriptures — The  deceit 
and  cruelty  of  the  Sicarii — Paul's  troubles  at  Jerusalem  and 
Rome — Dreadful  Government  of  Albinus — Sev.erl  dread  Tokens 
of  Jerusalem's  destruction — -Cruelty  of  Florus — King  Agrippa's 
wise  counsel — Their  civil  broil.i — Dreadful  destruction  of  the 
Jews — Defeat  of  Ceslius  Gallus — Catalogue  of  tlie  Jewish  com- 
manders— Vespasian  and  Titus  take  the  command  of  the  Roman 
army — Dreadful  carnage  made  by  the  Idumeans — Jericho  taken 
by  the  Romans — Jerusalem's  sufferings  prolonged — Vespasian 
made  Emperor — Simon  Gioras  infesil.-i  the  city — His  v/ife  taken 
prisoner — Titus  marches  to  Jerusalem — The  Jcv»''s  mistaken  z.et:! 
— The  first  and  second  walls  tal;en — A  sore  famine  within  the  city 
— Jerusalem  besieged  on  all  sides — The  third  wall  'Ijeat  dov.-n — 
The  Temple  taken — Mothers  boil  their  children— The  Temple 
burnt — The  city  burnt  and  pillaged — Scheme  cf  Simon  Gioras 
defeated — The  city  totally  demolished — The  Jews'  carried  away 
bound  as  captives — The  Jewish  kingdom  not  to  be — The  cruelty 
of  the  Roman  Emperors — Sore  persecution  of  believers — Death 
of  Nero  and  Domitian — Prejudice  of  the  Pagans — Pliny's  letter  la 
Trajan — The  benefit  of  persecution — Liberty  and  Ease  cool 
Christian  love — Love  of  the  v/orld  destroys  religion — A  list  of  the 
21 
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primitive  Fathers — How  the  Gospels  and  Epistles  were  collected- 
Succession  of  the  Roman  Emperors — A  desire  to  be  profited  by 
this  wonderful  History. 

Pilgrim.  By  the  many  holes  and  mole-hills  all  over  this 
place  one  would  think  a  whole  army  had  been  buried  here. 
I  must  get  my  good  old  friend  to  let  me  into  the  occasion  of 
them.  This  is  his  door;  I  hear  within  something  of  a  devout 
modulation  of  his  voice;  so  instead  of  disturbing  him  I  will 
proceed  to  the  eminence,  where  we  used  to  meet.  What  a 
view  of  stately  ruins  on  every  side,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach!  houses,  tov/ers,  palaces,  temples.  This  must  have 
been  a  very  populous  and  flourishing  coimtry;  and  yonder,  a 
great  way  eastward,  if  1  mistake  not,  I  can  discern  a  shining 
piece  of  water;  sure  that  cannot  be  all  drowned  land.  J 
wish  the  old  man  was  come  to  clear  up  all  these  things  to 
me.  O!  yonder  he  comes;  stooping  a  little,  indeed,  yet, 
considering  his  great  age,  his  senses  and  faculties  are  uncom- 
monly clear;  then  his  love  for  his  native  country,  and  zeal 
for  promoting  true  religion  among  mankind,  very  much  en- 
dear him  to  me — A  good  day  to  you,  father,  the  Lord  he 
your  guide  and  comfort. 

Cleophas.     I  thank  you,  son,  for  your  kind  salutation.     I    .>-* 
fear  I  have  made  you  wait  some  time. 

Pilgrim,  Not  long.  1  passed  by  your  house,  and  con- 
cluding that  you  was  at  your  devotions,  1  came  on. 

Cleophas^  It  is  customary  with  us,  son,  to  meet  early  in 
the  morning  at  one  another's  houses,  to  pray,  sing  hymns, 
and  exhort  each  other  to  continue  steadfast  in  the  faith,  and 
keep  ourselves  unspotted  from  the  world,  thus  waiting  for  the 
blessed  hope,  and  the  appearance  of  our  Savior  Jesus 
Christ,  who  shall  come  again,  even  in  the  same  manner  as  we 
saw  him  ascend;  in  this  we  use  all  diligence;  we  hold  our- 
selves in  readiness  by  a  vvalk  of  uniform  holiness,  wliich  is 
especially  necessary  in  these  times,  when  there  is  not  an 
hour  we  can  say  we  are  safe;  for  since  this  emperor  Trajan 
has  reitrned,  nothing  is  heard.of  but  killing,  strangling,  hang- 
ino-,  crucifying,  beheading,  burning,  and  torturing  of  be- 
hevers;  and  all  this,  only  fcr  fitting  the  worship  of  dumb 
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idols,  and  preaching  the  joyful  tidings  of  Christ,  the  Savior 
of  the  world,  crucified,  risen,  and  ascended  into  heaven. 
Thus  we  are  always  in  jeopardy;  we  do  not  know  at  night; 
but  we  may  be  taken  out  of  our  beds  to  a  sudden  execution, 
thus  you  see  how  it  behooves  us  to  be  constantly  preparing 
ourselves  for  the  trial! 

Pilgrim.  Great  reason  is  there,  indeed,  that  men  should 
live  as  pilgrims  on  earth:  yet  I  think  the  emperor  guilty  of 
most  execrable  tyranny. 

Cleophas.  Happy  those  princes  to  whom  only  genuine 
truth  is  represented;  Trajan  himself,  is  the  least  to  be  blamed, 
for  otherwise  he  is  a  man  of  excellent  qualities,  and  very 
averse  from  any  thing  of  cruelty;  therefore  is  it,  that  this 
city,  having  been  the  instigation  of  the  massacres  and  exe- 
cutions in  which  so  much  innocent  blood  was  shed,  its  pun- 
ishment shall  come  on  it  as  a  whirlwind  pregnant  with  de- 
struction. 

Pilgrim.  Before  you  proceed,  be  so  kind. as  to  tell  me, 
^vhat  water  that  is  yonder,  a  great  way  off,  towards  the  east? 
At  sunrise,  the  reflection  of  the  light  seemed  to  give  it  an  en- 
sanguined appearance. 

Cleophas.  That  water,  son,  should  have  been  a  warning 
to  the  city,  as  a  terrible  image  of  its  destruction;  it  was  an- 
ciently a  fine  delicious  country,  interspersed  with  olives,  figs, 
and  vineyards,  cornfields,  meadows,  seats,  and  opulent  cities; 
but  the  inhabitants,  which  is  almost  a  natural  consequence 
of  riches,  were  abominably  voluptuous  and  fantastical; 
also  haughty,  and  without  any  bowels  of  compassion  for 
the  distresses  of  the  poor;  and  what  was  the  result?  Soon 
a  most  dreadful  punishment  fell  on  it,  and  that  quite  unex- 
pectedly. 

Pilgrim.  Since  I  led  you  into  this  subject,  be  so  kind  as 
to  enlarge  a  little  on  it. 

Cleophas.  In  one  of  those  cities  lived  a  very  worthy 
man,  called  Lot,  nephew  to  the  famous  patriarch  Abraham; 
for  in  his  time  it  all  happened.     The  licentiousness  of  the  ia.- 
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habitants,  their  riotous  merriments,  their  imprecations,  their 
inhospitahty,  not  to  mention  some  abominable  practices, 
were  a  perpetual  grief  to  him;  and  sometimes  he  would  mild- 
ly offer  a  word  of  advice  against  such  doings,  but  they  looked 
on  him  as  a  spiritless,  gloomy  creature.  Two  angels  once 
came  to  him  in  the  figure  of  men,  and  he  received  them  with 
all  possible  courtesy;  but  v/hen  they  saw  the  detestable 
wickedness  of  the  people,  they  declared  that  God  had  deter- 
mined to  punish  them,  and  that  he  must  leave  the  city,  for  ix 
would  soon  be  destroyed.  This  information  Lot  communi- 
cated to  all  who  were  related  to  him,  or  mth  whom  he  had 
any  particular  connections  of  friendship;  but  they  laughed  at 
him,  saying,  '•'  Yes,  irndeed,  there  is  great  likelihood  of  such  a 
thing.  Such  a  one,  no  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  began  to 
build  a  new  house.  Another  has  sowed  his  ground;  in  that 
house  there's  a  wedding  to  day:  to-morrow,  you  know,  a 
great  meeting  is  to  be  held  about  public  affairs;  take  a  view 
of  the  artificers,  have  the}^  not  ail  their  hands  full  of  Work; 
never  was  trading  so  brisk;  the  inns  are  crowded  with  guests: 
we  have  no  war,  and  all  quiet  at  home;  here's  peace  and 
plenty,  what  do  you  talk  of  destruction,  then?  Who  will  de- 
stroy us?  Your  head  is  always  full  of  whimsies."  This 
pierced  the  good  man's  heart,  that  such  important  advice 
yhould  be  slighted.  The  angels  then  directed  him  instantly 
to  quit  the  city,  with  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  and  to  go 
straight  on,  and,  as  they  valued  their  lives,  not  to  cast  a  look 
backwards  on  any  account.  Scarce  were  they  out  of  the 
district  of  the  city,  when  the  sky  appeared  all  in  a  fiam.e, 
then  came  on  violenJ;  thunderings,  and  prodigious  flashes  of 
such  lightning  as  immediately  set  every  thing  in-ai  blaze. 
There  were  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  ghastly  looks,  that 
their  statel}-  houses,  and  fme  furniture,  should  be  reduced  to 
ashes:  others  mourned  after  their  cash;  what  had  been  the 
delight  of  their  corrupted  hearts,  they  now  saw  destroyed  by 
supernatural  fires;  and  even  for  themselves  no  shelter  v/nts 
left;  some  the  flames  seized,  some  were  crushed  by  the  fall 
of  houses:  all  the  produce  of  the  country  was  consumed,  the 
trees  flamed;  the  pools  and  streams  seemed  to  turn  into 
liquid  sulphur  and  pitch;  and  as  in  a  crucible  all  things  are 
fused  into  one  mixed  mass,  so  here,  man,  beast,  herbage, 
even  metals,  stones,  and  buildings,  and  every  thing  else  were 
transformed  into  a  slimy  lake,  that  nothing  of  its  former  op- 
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pearance  or  substance  was  to  be  seen,  except  the  rising  of  a 
thick  smoke  or  vapor,  indicating  that  lire  had  destroyed  every 
thing;  thus  was  tiie  voluptuousness  of  this  city  closed  in  utter 
destruction. 

Lot's  wife  also  did  not  escape  the  judgment;  for  her  heart 
being,  amidst  all  these  terrors,  still  attached  to  the  many  good 
things  she  had  left,  she  could  not  forbear  looking  back,  with 
a  lamenting  eye,  contrary  to  the  angels'  express  direction; 
ah!  then  she  felt  the  evil  of  disobedience;  her  tears  and 
lamentations  for  the  loss  of  her  goods  availed  nothing;  and 
soon  was  she  disabled  from  giving  vent  to  her  grjef;  sight  for- 
sook her  eyes;  her  legs  and  arms  stiffened,  a  cold  hardness 
pervaded  her  whole  body;  nothing  of  human  nature  was  left 
in  her,  but  she  became  totally  transformed  into  a  pillar  of 
salt,  which  is  to  be  seen  there  to  this  day. 

O!  that  the  Jev/s  had  laid  this  miraculous  punishment  to 
heart,  then  would  they  not  have  been  so  disobedient  and 
stiff-necked,  ^uch  is  the  origin  of  that  water,  which  seemed 
to  you  to  shine  so;  and  as  a  testimony  that  it  anciently  con- 
sisted of  dry  substances,  consumed  and  melted  into  each 
other,  along  the  shore  grov/  applesof  a  very  beautiful  outside, 
but  the  inside  is  full  of  ashes;  it  is  also  sufficiently  evident, 
without  multiplying  proof,  that  this  lake  is  compounded  of 
various  substances,  mingled  together  by  liquefliction,  as  not 
only  the  color  of  it  varies  daily,  but,  contrary  to  the  yielding 
nature  of  water,  vvhatever  is  thrown  into  it,  tin,  iron,  lead, 
instead  of  sinking  floats  on  the  surface. 

Pilgrim.     This  is  a  wonderful  history  indeed,  father. 

Cleophas.  And  no  less  true  than  terrible:  it  is  also  a 
melancholy  consideration,  that  Jerusalem  having  such  a  strik- 
ing instance  of  divine  vengeance  before  its  eyes,  should  not 
have  taken  a  warning:  then  thou  glorious  temple  of  Zion, 
thou  palace  of  Solomon,  had  ye  stood  in  all  your  splendor. 

Pilgrim,  As  you  have  frequently  mentioned  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  city,  I  could  wish  to  know  by  what  means  it  came 
to  pass. 

Cleophas.     You  must  know,  son,  that  the  tempest,  which 
has  deluged  the  city  and  country,  was  preceded  by  some 
21  * 
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drops.  First,  the  emperor  Caligula,  about  six  years  after 
Christ's  passion,  affecting  to  be  worshiped  as  a  deity,  would 
have  an  image  set  up  of  himself  in  the  temple.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  express  the  emotions  of  the  Jews  at  this  order.  They 
went  in  a  body,  wringing  their  hands,  and  filling  the  air  with 
dismal  cries,  to  Petronius,  the  emperor's  general,  entreating 
he  would  defer  it;  and,  on  his  threatening  them  with  death  as 
rebels,  they  one  and  all  held  out  their  necks,  and  declared 
themselves  ready  to  die,  rather  than  see  such  a  violation  of 
their  temple.  In  short,  such  was  the  dejection  every  where, 
that  for  full  filly  days,  the  culture  and  sowing  of  the  land  were 
utterly  at  a  stand;  and  it  would  rather  have  increased  than 
abated,  had  not  the  emperor  died,  he  having  threatened  to 
make  an  example  of  them  for  their  superstitious  refractori- 
ness, as  he  caJled  it.  Thus  was  rewarded  the  cry  of  the 
Jews  to  Pilate,  "we  have  no  king  but  Csesar."  O!  how 
gladly  would  tliey  now  have  accepted  of  the  meek  Jesus  for 
their  sovereign!  Afterwards,  on  the  feast  of  the  Passover, 
Cumanus  being  governor  of  Judea  under  the  Roman  emperor 
Claudius,  one  of  the  Roman  soldiers,  on  duty  at  the  castle 
of  Antonia  opposite  to  the  temple,  threw  off  his  clothes,  and 
in  contempt  of  the  Jevvish  religion,  turned  his  back  parts 
to  the  people,  who  were  going  in  n^iUltitudes  to  worship. 
This  shameless  insult  raised  a  great  disturbance,  and  some 
were  so  irritated  that  they  threw  stones  amon^^  the  soldiers, 
who  standing  on  their  defence,  the  tumult  in  the  flight  was 
such,  that  above  ten  thousand  pe'-sons  were  trampled  to 
death,  which  naturally  filled  the  city  v/ith  lamentations  and 
discontent. 

Another  time,  a  soldier  burnt  the  books  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures;  and  a  Jew,  coming  from  Gab  lee  to  the  fea>st  of 
the  Passover,  was  murdered  in  the  country  of  the  Samaritansj- 
and  Cumanus  not  animadverting  on  any  of  these  misde- 
meanors, the  Jews  resented  it  so  far  as  to  break  out  into  an 
attempt  of  doing  theiiTselves  justice,  with  fire  and  sword. 
Cumanus,  assembling  the  soldiery,  took  several  of  the  insur- 
gents, and.  put  them  to  death  as  fast  as  they  fell  into  his 
hands.  The  coimtry  was  overrun  with  confusion  and 
slaughter,  every  man's  hand  being  against  his  neighbor,  with- 
out any  "prospect  how  the;>e  desolations  would  end;  and 
Quadratus,  goveinor  of  Syria,  coming  with  a  large  body  of 
forces,  made  a  terrible  havoc  among  the  Jews,  crucifying  ?ill 
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the  prisoners,  except  eighteen  of  eminent  rank,  whom  he 
was  pleased  to  behead. 

Pilgrim.  These  eighteen  seem  to  indicate  the  number 
of  years  the  emperor  Tiberius  had  reigned  at  the  time  of  the 
crucifixion  of  Jesus;  and  the  crucified  bore  the  punishment 
of  the  profane  insoleace  with  which  that  horrid  act  was  ac°- 
companied.. 

Cleophas.  That  is  not  ill  observed;  for  these,  from  their 
impetuous  zeal  for  the  Law,  were  among  the  foremost  in 
crying  out,  "  Crucify  him,  crucify  him;"  and  it  was  their 
impetuous  zeal  for  the  Law,  which  brought  them  to  such  an 
end.  But  besides  the  preceding,  terrible  mischiefs  were 
also  committed  by  gangs  of  clandestine  assassins,  termed 
Sicarii,  who  with  poinards  under  their  clothes,  mingling 
among  the  people,  stabbed  any  one  on  whom  they  had  a 
design,  and  then,  by  a  feigned  concern  for  such  doings, 
affected  to  know  nothing  of  the  matter.  Nobody  was 
safe  from  these  blind  murderers;  even  Jonathan,  the  high- 
priest,  successor  to  Caiaphas,  was  thus  made  away  with.. 
You  cannot  imagine  the  consternation  every  body  was 
under,  at  these  murderous  practices;  but  it  was  no  more 
than  a  just  pnnishment,  for  having  claimed  the  release  of 
a  murderer  preferably  to  Jesus.  Now  received  they  the  re- 
ward of  that  iniquitous  preference.  Others  seduced  the  peo- 
ple into  the  wilderness,  to  assert  their  freedom  against  the 
tyranny  of  the  Romans.  Among  these  was  a  false  prophet 
from  Egypt,  v/ho,  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  four  or  five 
thousand  such  murderers,  infested  the  country,  pillaging  and 
burning  it;  and  one  town  was  at  variance  v/ith  another,  so 
that  the  distressed  people  could  scarce  find  any  shelter:  all 
which,  as  Jesus  himself  had  foretold,  were  but  the  beginnings 
of  affliction. 

Pilgrim.  Sad  beginnings!  But  could  not  the  great  power 
of  the  Romans  quell  these  insurrections? 

Cleophas.  No  such  thing,  i  had  before  said,  that  there 
is  no  striving  against  God.  Felix,  whom,  about  twenty-three 
years  after  Christ's  ascension,  the  Roman  emperor  Nero  had 
appointed    governor    of   Judea,    gained    some    advantages 
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over  these  assassins,  as  did  Festus  after  him.  But  what 
did  it  signify?  The  wrath  of  God  was  kindled  against 
this  city;  as,  instead  of  amending,  they  continued  the  perse- 
cutions against  the  apostles  and  believers,  with  all  their 
former  animosity. 

Pilgrim.     Ay! 

Cleojmas.  O!  1  cannot  give  you  an3/  detail  of  all  the 
evils  committed  by  it.  There  was  that  chosen  vessel  Paul. 
About  this  time  he  ventured  to  visit  the  brethren  at  Jerusa- 
lem, as  greatly  wanting  the  support  of  his  presence.  The' 
Jews  would  not  let  him  rest,  till,  after  many  outrages,  they 
persecuted  him  to  death.  They  hearkened  to  no  vindication 
or  apology;  but  clamored,  threw  dust  up  in  the  air,  and  raved-, 
as  if  they  would  have  torn  him  to  pieces.  The  Roman  go*- 
vernors,  who  knew  not  the  motive  of  this  fury,  interposed 
for  the  preservation  of  the  public  tranquillity;  but  neither 
Felix,  Festus,  nor  Agrippa,  could  appease  these  frantic  zeal- 
ots. They  seemed  impelled,' by  the  righteous  vengeance  of 
God,  to  all  manner  of  vv'ickedness  and  cruelty.  They  per- 
sisted in  their  turbulency,  till  they  got  the  apostle  carried 
to  Rome  as  a  malefactor.  There,  for  some  time,  he  vrent 
about  bound,  with  a  chain  to  one  of  his  hands,  by  which  a 
keeper  led  him  when  he  went  out;  and,  in  the  prison,  he 
fastened  it  about  his  nniddle.  They,  however,  were  frus- 
trated in  their  drift;  for,  so  far  from  arresting  thereby  the 
progress  of  the  gospel,  the  letters,  written  by  him  in  his  im- 
prisonment were  of  infinite  use  for  strengthening  the  faithful, 
and  convincing  unbelievers;  yet  they  shov/ed,  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  their  power,  that  they  were  more  cruel  and  unjust 
than  the  heathens. 

Pilgrim.  Yes;  but  these  may  be  supposed  to  have 
been  only  the  refuse  of  the  people,  or,  at  best;  the  com- 
monalty. 

Cleophas.  I  must  tell  you,  they  were  the  very  flower, 
men  of  eminence,  the  high-priests,  elders,  scribes,  and  such; 
for  it  is  well  known,  as  I  have  already  said,  that  the  high- 
priest  Annas,  four  years  after  this,  caused  that  excellent  man, 
James  the  Less,  to  be  put  to  death.     How,  then,  did  it  con- 
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sist  with  divine  justice  to  spare  a  city,  which  against  all  admo- 
nitions, went  on  in  the  most  impious  enormities,  heaping  up 
sin  on  sin,  till  its  measure  of  guilt  ran  over. 

Pilgrim.  1  perceive  all  these  things  had  a  relation  to 
the  destruction  of  this  city. 

Cleophas.  Yes;  and  the  nearer  the  catastrophe,  the  more 
strongly  were  the  prognostics  marked.  For  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  Nero,  Albinus  succeeding  Festus  in  the  government 
of  Jndea,  he  proved  a  greater  scourge  to  the  country  than  the 
very  assassins,  sticking  at-  nothing  to  gratify  liis  insatiable 
avarice;  even  for  a  pecuniary  consideration  conniving  at 
vilianies  of  all  kinds,  which  was  productive  of  innumerable 
evils;  every  one,  master  of  a  sufficient  bribe,  openly  perpe- 
trating the  most  flagitious  violations  of  the  laws  of  society. 
The  priestly  offices  also  fell  into  wretched  degeneracy;  for 
the  high-priest  Ananias,  who,  with  all  his  affability,  his  blan- 
dishments, and  softness  of  behavior,  was  but  "  a  whitcd 
wall,''  had  bought  the  countenance  of  Albinus;  and  his 
chief  servants,  in  conjunction  with  notorious  villains,  be- 
side other  depredations,  broke  open  the  granaries,  ia 
v/hich  were  lodged  the  priest's  tythes,  beating  any  who 
oflered  to  expostulate  with  them;  so  that  many  of  the  sa- 
cred order,  deprived  of  their  subsistence,  perished  in  a  most 
distressful  manner.  These  calamities  came  thick  on  one 
another;  and  that  it  was  God's  absolute  resolution  to  destroy 
Jerusalem,  without  a  deep  humiliation  and  real  repentance, 
was  farther  manifest  from  several  most  dreadful  tokens, 
which  he  permitted,  as  warnings  to  every  one,  to  come  to 
pass,  in  this  city. 

Pilgrim.  You  will  be  pleased  to  favor  me  with  some 
account  of  them.      •     . 

Cleophas.  The  first  was  a  tremendous  comet,  having 
the  appearance  of  a  fiery  sword,  which  continued  blazing 
over  the  city  for  the  space  of  a  whole  year.  This  phenome- 
non struck  with  terror  every  one,  except  those  who,  from 
an  obdurate  infatuation,  left  no  stone  unturned  to  spread  re- 
volt, and  without  regarding  Heaven,  placed  all  their  liopes 
in  the  continuance  of  the  war.     Afterwards,  in  the  feast  of 
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the  Passover,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  temple 
was  filled  with  a  supernatural  effulgence,  which  lasted  about 
half  an  hour.  During  the  same  feast,  a  cow,  as  it  was  going 
to  be  sacrificed,  brought  forth  a  lamb  in  the  middle  of  the 
temple.  The  large  brass  door  of  the  temple  which  was  every 
day  shut  by  twenty  men,  about  midnight  opened  of  itself. 
Some  days  after  followed  a  more  dreadful  sign  than  any  of 
the  foregoing;  m.any  bands  of  warriors  being  seen  in  the 
sky  for  several  hours  together,  and,  as  it  were,  brandishing 
their  arms  over  the  city.  At  the  feast  of  Pentecost  was  heard 
in  the  temple  a  violent  crash,  followed  by  a  loud  cry,  "  Let 
us  go  hence."  Lastly,  a  peasant's  son,  named  Jesus,  at  the 
feast  of  Tabernacles,  suddenly,  in  a  very  solemn  accent, 
cried  out,  "  A  voice  from  the  rising  of  the  sun,  a  voice  from 
the  setting,  a  voice  from  the  four  winds,  a  voice  concerning 
Jerusalem  and  the  temple,  a  voice  concerning  young  married 
men  and  married  women." 

These  vociferations  he  continued  night  and  'day.  Though 
often  beaten  and  scourged  he  ceased  not  to  cry,  "  Wo, 
wo,  Jerusalem!"  and  more  especially  on  the  high  festivals^ 
when  the  city  was  full  of  people.  After  a  daily  repe- 
tition of  such  warning  exclamations  during  seven  years 
and  five  months,  that  is,  till  the  city  came  to  be  besieged, 
(as  1  shall  soon  relate  to  you,)  he  went  upon  the  city  wall, 
and  raising  his  voice  in,  an  extraordinary  mianner,  called 
out,  "  Wo  to  the  city,  wo  to  the  temple,  wo  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  wo  also  to  me;"  wdiich  words  he  had  no  sooner 
uttered,  than  an  arrow  from  the  enemy's  camp  laid  him 
dead:  a  remarkable  token  that  his  warnings  were  origin- 
ally of  divine  inspiration,  as  a  sure  prediction  of  the  im=. 
pending  visitations. 

Pilgrim,  These  were  dreadful  signs,  and  I  suppose- 
many  were  moved  by  them  to  withdraw  out  of  the  city. 

Cleophas.  No,  no;  there  were  not  wanting  persons  of 
high  repute  for  learning,  who  put  flattering  constructions  upon 
these  portentsj  but  I  never  heard  that  any  left  the  city  except 
the  brethren,  now  distinguished  by  the  appellation  of  Chris- 
tians; who,  remem-bering  that  Jesus  had  foretold  the  certain 
ruin  of  the  city,  and  charged  them,  when  they  saw  the  begin- 
ning of  these  afflictions,  to  depart  out  of  Judea,  successively 
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removed  from  this  country  to  beyond  Jordan,  in  a  town 
called  Pella,  where,  amidst  all  the  commotions  of  the  state 
they  led  a  quiet  life,  as  in  a  safe  shelter  from  sultry  heats  or 
piercing  storms. 

Pilgrim.  All  this  1  well  understand.  Now,  if  you 
please,  for  an  account  how,  according  to  these  signs,  the 
troubles  came  on? 

^Cleophas.  Albinus  was  succeeded  in  his  government  of 
Judea  by  Lucius  Florus  in  the  ninth  year  of  Nero  and  thir- 
ty-two years  after  Christ's  ascension.  He  w^as  rather  worse 
then  his  predecessor,  and,  as  it  were  strove  to  inflame  the 
combustions  of  the  Jews,  of  themselves  so  vehement  and 
resolute  in  their  revolt  that  they  spurned  at  all  mediums  for 
an  accommodation.  Thus,  on  a  disturbance  at  Ccesarea,  a 
seaport  between  the  Jews  and  Pagans,  Florus  took  eight  ta- 
lents from  the  Jews  to  espouse  their  cause,  in  which  he  baf- 
fled them;  and  some,  to  retort  the  injury,  by  way  of  ridicule 
carried  about  a  basket,  as  making  a  gathering  for  Florus; 
who  flaming  with  indignation,  came  to  Jerusalem  with  a  mili- 
tary force;  and  when  he  was  met  with  all  the  marks  of  re- 
spect he  ordered  his  attendants  to  disperse  those  hypocritical 
rebels,  so  that  they  ran  back  into  the  city  under  the  most  ter- 
rible apprehensions.  The  new  governor  went  directly  to 
the  hall,  whither  having  cited  the  principal  mutineers,  ho  se- 
verely threatened  them.  He  gave  the  upper  town,  which 
stood  on  this  hill,  to  be  pillaged  by  liis  soldiery:  then  pro- 
ceeded to  a  massacre  of  the  citizens.  Many  of  the  nobility 
and  persons  of  rank  he  even  crucified,  contrary  to  law,  de- 
cency, and  the  practice  of  all  his  predecessors,  who,  amidst 
all  their  animosity  against  the  Jews,  still  paid  a  regard  to 
eminence  of  station  and  endowments.  From  this  act  of  bru- 
tal crueilty  he  was  not  to  be  diverted,  not  even  by  the  request 
of  Bernice,  king  Agrippa's  sister,  who,  to  enforce  it,  present- 
ed herself  before  him  barefooted,  and  in  the  most  moving 
dress  and  attitude.  At  this  the  insurgents  were  exasperated 
to  such  a  degree,  that  they  openly  inveighed  against  Florus, 
not  without  some  menaces;  and,  though  the  high-priests 
interposed,  sometimes  mildly,  sometimes  authoritatively,  their 
rage  could  not  bo  appeased.  Afterwards,  convening  the 
leading  men  among  the  Jews,  he  proposed  to  them,  that  if 
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they  would  go  out  and  meet  with  shouts  of  joy  and  felicita- 
tion a  body  of  troops  expected  from  Caesarea,  every  thing 
should  be  made  easy;  and  the  priests  and  Levites,  showing 
the  example  with  hymns  and  instruments  of  music,  at  length 
wrought  on  the  people  for  the  sake  of  the  temple  to  comply 
with  Florus. 

But  their  condescension  added  fuel  to  the  fire;  for  the  Ro- 
man soldiers  returned  their  compliment  with  mockeries  and 
insults;  which  the  Jews  not  taking  with  silent  patience,  the 
Romans  fell  to  stabbing  and  killing,  and  not  a  fe\v  were 
Squeezed  and  trodden  to  death  in  crowding  in  at  the  city 
gate. 

What  a  horrid  spectacle  was  Jerusalem  now!  The  Ro- 
mans, with  all  their  force,  assaulting  the  temple  and  Fort 
Antonia;  the  insurgents  as  vigorously  resisting,  and  from 
the  tops  of  houses  discharging  all  sorts  of  missile  weapons, 
-stones,  firebrands,  every  thing  that  was  at  hand,  that  the  Ro- 
mans were  forced  to  draw  off;  and  thus  began  the  defection 
of  the  Jews  from  the  Roman  dominion.  In  the  twelfth  year 
of  Nero,  when  about  as  many  years  Vv-ere  elapsed  since  the 
crucifixion  of  Christ  as  amounted  to  his  age  at  that  dismal 
event;  and  from  this  time  to  their  final  catastrophe,  about  as 
many  years  intervened  as  Jesus  spent  in  going  through 
Jude'a  and  preaching  the  gospel;  in  which  space,  as  he  suf- 
fered from  them  the  most  malicious  and  cruel  persecutions, 
so  they,  in  the  time  we  are  now  entering  on,  were  visited  with 
the  most  grievous  and  terrible  calamities. 

Pilgrim.  They  appeared  to  be  the  appointed  punish- 
ments  of  irreclaimable  wickedness.  Yet  give  me  leave  to 
ask,  whether  there  were  no  particular  persons  of  distinction 
who  interposed,  with  all  their  authority,  to  extinguish  the 
flames  at  their  first  bursting  forth? 

Cleophas.  Several.  King  Agrlppa  had  it  much  at  heart, 
and  prevailed  with  Cestius,  governor  of  Syria,  to  call  Florus 
to  an  account  for  his  administration.  Accordingly  all  the 
people  joined  in  a  heavy  charge  against  him,  proved  his  mur- 
ders and  setting  houses  on  fire,  of  both  which  the  ruinous 
condition  and  solitariness  of  the  streets  were  visible  evidences, 
and  things  seemed  in  a  fair  way  of  accommodation. 
Agrippa,  in  a  long  speech,  advised  the  Jews  to  submit  to  the 


A    PILGRIM    AND    CLEOPIIAS.  253 

Roman  power,  as  before  it  neither  the  kingdom  of  Macedo- 
nia, nor  the  famed  states  of  Athens  and  Sparta,  had  been  able 
to  stand,  and  which  had  extended  the  wings  of  its  dominion 
over  Thracia,  Illyricam,  Germany,  Gaul,  Spain,  and  even 
beyond  the  sea,  into  Britain;  to  which  also,  in  other  parts, 
Egypt  had  yielded,  the  savage  Moors  paid  tribute,  the  mighty 
Potentates  of  Asia  did  homage,  and  the  invincible  king  of 
the  Parthians  sent  gifts  and  hostages;  and  no  sovereign  was 
known,  throughout  the  globe,  who  durst  measure  forces 
with  the  Roman  empire;  so  that,  if  they  valued  what  ought  to 
be  most  dear  to  man,  he  advised  them  to  desist  from  their  de- 
signs, as  the  certain  consequence  would  be  the  total  de- 
struction both  of  the  city  and  temple.  These  words  of 
Agrippa  made  some  impression;  and  others  to  increase  it, 
bade  them  cast  an  eye  on  their  ruined  houses  and  other  edi- 
fices. But  when  the  king  began  to  recommend  a  quiet  sub- 
jection to  Fiorus,  the  tumult  flamed  out  in  all  its  former  vio- 
lence, so  that  the  considerate  of  both  parties  dreaded  the  con- 
sequence, and  the  pacific  king  himself  scarce  got  safe  out  of 
the  city.  Farther,  there  arose  a  haughty  young  man  called 
Eleazar,  son  to  Ananias  the  high-priest,  and  he  it  was  who 
laid  the  chief  foundation  of  the  revolt,  asserting  that  offer- 
ings were  to  be  made  only  for  Jews,  by  which  were  excluded 
the  emperor's  offerings,  though  till  now  they  had  been  admit- 
ted into  the  temple.  Accordingly  this  was  opposed  even  by 
the  high-priests  and  Pharisees  who  sent  to  Agrippa  and  Fio- 
rus for  a  military  force;  which  was  despatched  accordingly: 
and  now  were  renewed  the  former  intestine  fightings.  The 
revolters  made  themselves  masters  of  the  temple,  the  citadel 
of  Antonia,  and  the  king's  palace,  together  with  the  citv 
court  of  justice,  which  they  set  on  fire,  burning  all  the  books, 
records,  letters,  accounts,  and  other  memorials  lodged  there. 
In  the  upper  town  the  contest  continued  for  seven  days  suc- 
cessively, that  the  streets  ran  whh  blood;  and  this  slaughter 
was  heightened  by  the  Slcaril,  who  mingling  with  the  weaker 
side,  stabbed  great  numbers.  The  city  every  W'herc  rung 
with  groans,  lamentations  and  outcries,  and  presented,  on  all 
sides,  spectacles  of  bloodshed  and  desolation,  without  any 
prospect  of  assistance  or  a  period.  But  aJ-l  these  horrors 
were  sent  on  them  by  the  hand  of  God.  These  afflictive  cir- 
cumstances might  remind  them,  v/ith  what  brutal  merriment 
they  had  insulted  over  the  sufferings  of  Jesus.  Now  their 
22 
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agitated  consciences  might  tell  them,  that  the  innocent  blood 
shed  by  the  Pharisees  was  come  to  demand  vengeance;  for 
as,  by  an  unrighteous  sentence,  they  had  shed  the  blood  of 
many  saints,  so  many  of  them  were  killed  by  the  mere  per- 
verseness  of  the  lawless  Sicarii,  this  was  particularly  the  tate 
of  Ananias  the  high-priest,  and  his  brother  Ezekiah. 

Pilgrim.  But  I  am  afraid,  father,  that  these  fightings 
and  bloodsheds  were  not  limited  to  Jerusalem. 

Cleophas.  It  was  like  a  fire,  v/hich,  beginning  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  house,  gains  the  v*'alls,  and  spreads;  for  the  Anti- 
Roman  party  every  where  hearing  of  these  transactions,  ran 
to  arms  and  seized  on  several  towns,  as  Massada,  a  very 
strong  fortress ;  Macherus,  where  John  the  Baptist  was 
beheaded;  Sebaste,  Ascalon,  Philadelphia,  Ptolemais,  An- 
thedom,  Gaza,  and  others;  burning  some,  garrisoning  others, 
and  never  giving  any  quarter  to  the  Roman  soldiers. 

The  news  of  these  violences  soon  spreading  through  the 
country,  the  Romans  in  some  places  massacred  all  the  Jews. 
Twenty  thousand  were  killed  at  Cacsarea,  thirteen  thousand 
at  Scythopolis,  fifty  thousand  at  x\lexandda,  ten  thousand  at 
Damascus;  and  Joppa  being  taken  by  the  Romans,  they 
spared  neither  age  nor  sex.  You  may  conceive  the  outcries, 
the  confusions,  the  miseries,  and  the  bloodsheds  which  filled 
every  place;  the  dejected  farmer  looking  on  his  ravaged 
grounds,  the  tradesman  exposed  to  open  rapine,  the  ar- 
tificer starving  for  want  of  employm.ent,  all  sociable  and 
friendly  intercourse  suspended,  the  streets  and  roads  sv/arm- 
ing  with  sanguinary  robbers;  and,  what  is  still  more  horrid, 
in  these  fightings,  one  saw  his  father  killed,  another  his  mo- 
ther, brother,  or  sister,  without  being  able  to  give  them  any 
assistance. 

•r       ,    -. 

Pilgrim.  These  things  must  have  excited  terrible  reflec- 
tions; but  please  to  go  on  with  the  history  of  this  devoted 


Cleophas.  Before  they  had  breathed  from  these  distresses, 
came  Cestius  Gallus,  governor  of  all  Syria,  whh  a  powerful 
army  towards  this  city,  destroying  and  burning  every  thing  in 
his  march,  that  the  people  betook  themselves  to  the  mountains, 
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with  what  little  they  could  save,  and  made  a  most  desperate 
resistance. 

The  insurgents  within  the  city,  and  many  of  the  inhahit- 
ants,  though  terrified  at  the  approach  of  Cestius,  determined 
to  sell  their  lives  dear. 

The  Roman  pitched  his  camp  on  yonder  rising  ground, 
near  two  miles  from  the  city,  and  after  a  rest  of  three  days, 
marched  to  it,  as  if  intending  a  storm:  the  revolters,  in  their 
first  consternation,  retired  into  the  inward  quarter;  and  had 
not  God  decreed  the  total  overthrow  of  Jerusalem,  Cestius, 
with  the  help  of  the  Roman  party,  might  easily  have  quelled 
the  revolters,  and  thus  the  troubles  have  come  to  a  period, 
with  little  detriment  to  the  city.  But  Cestius,  seized  with  a 
strange  panic,  turned  back  and  fled  from  those  who  were 
afraid  of  him.  The  Jews  eagerly  pursuing,  his  whole  army 
was  in  great  danger,  and  he  thought  himself  very  happy  in 
escaping  within  Coesarea,  and  this  not  without  considerable 
loss.  This  success  so  elevated  the  Jews,  as  to  leave  no  hopes 
of  things  taking  a  peaceable  turn;  and  many  prudent  persons 
hereupon  left  the  city,  as  foreseeing  its  destruction  to  be  in- 
evitable, such  a  wild  faction  being  in  no  wise  able  to  inake 
head  against  the  forces  of  the  Roman  empire. 

Pilginm.  I  find  they  imitated  Lot,  who,  when  Sodom 
was  to  be  destroyed,  removed  from  it.  But  the  revolters, 
were  they  void  of  all  reflections^  for,  by  what  I  can  gather 
from  your  discourses,  Jesus  the  peasant,  even  after  the  above 
success,  still  continued  his  monitory  cry  of  "  Wo,  wo,  to  Je- 
rusalem!" 

Cleophas,  Reflection!  Far  from  any  such  thing;  and  as 
for  Jesus,  this  success  made  him  be  looked  on  only  as  a  brain 
sick  creature,  or  a  factious  liar,  and  he  was  as  little  regarded 
as  the  prophet  Jeremiah  was,  after  the  king  of  Babylon  had 
withdrawn  his  army. 

'  The  Jews  strengthened  themselves  in  all  parts,  and  ap- 
pointed commanders  in  the  several  departments,  Joseph,  a 
son  of  Gorion,  and  Ananias  the  high-priest  in  this  city;  Je- 
sus the  son  of  Sapha  and  Eleazar,  in  the  country  of  Idumea; 
Joseph  the  son  of  Simon,  in  Jericho;  John  the  Essene,  in 
Thama,  Lidda,  Joppa,  and  Emmaus;  John  the  son  of  Ana- 
nias, in  the  country  of  the  Grophonites  and  Acrabatencs;  to 
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Joseph  the  son  of  Matthias,  who  has  written  a  history  of  the 
things  which  were  committed  in  Upper  and  Lower  GaKlee. 
All  these  chiefs  were  very  active  in  putting  places  in  a 
state  of  defence,  providing  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
v/ar,  and  animating  their  men  to  a  resolute  behavior.  The 
country,  however,  during  the  short  absence  of  the  Romans, 
v/as  miserably  ravaged,  by  a  large  gang  of  banditti,  under  Si- 
mon the  son  of  Gioras,  a  bold,  turbulent  desperado,  who 
every  where  pillaged  and  burnt  villages,  till  the  high-priest 
took  the  field  against  him,  and  then  he  joined  the  banditti  at 
Massada,  an  impregnable  strong  hold,  whence  they  made  in- 
roads all  over  Idumea,  that,  for  the  public  security,  it  became 
necessary  to  garrison  every  village:  You  must  think,  son,  in 
what  a  plight  the  country  must  be,  in  such  times. 

Pilgrim.  That  may.  indeed,  be  easily  conceived:  But 
Yv^hat  measures  did  the  Romans  take? 

Cleophas.  The  Emperor  Nero  was  then  in  Achaia, 
v/here  receiving  advice  of  the  defeat  of  Cestius,  and  the  mili- 
tary preparation  of  the  Jews  to  retrieve  affairs  in  Judea,  he 
appointed  Vespasian,  a  commander  of  distinguished  reputa- 
tion: who  collecting  a  numerous  army  from  the  neighboring 
towns  and  countries,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  Nero,  arrived 
at  Ptolemaus,  a  seaport  facing  the  land  of  Galilee,  He  was 
ailerwards  reinforced  by  a  body  of  troops  under  his  son  Ti- 
tus, so  tjiat  the  whole  amiy  now  consisted  of  fidl  sixty  thou- 
sand fighting  men  beside  a  mixed  multitude  of  others.  The 
coming  of  such  a  force  filled  all  places  with  confusion.  Here 
drums  and  trumpets  were  heard,  ensigns  displayed,  and  sol- 
diers mustered;  others  w^ere  flying  to  the  mountains,  caverns, 
and  fortresses.  Some,  with  fierce  looks  defied  the  Romans, 
and  wished  to  come  to  blows  with  them;  others  were  all  de- 
jection, fear,  and  trepidation,  or  rather  in  utter  despair  of 
safety,  as  indeed  the  danger  was  universal;  for  he  who 
escaped  the  sword  of  tlic  enemy  might  fall  into  the  hands  of 
robbers,  which  was  full  as  bad.  To  go  over  to  the  enemy, 
or  to  side  with  the  revolters,  was  the  only  alternative  left; 
and  great  was  the  danger  in  both:  Sephorim  surrendered  itself 
voluntarily  to  the  Romans;  but  other  towns,  more  determi- 
ned, fell  under  the  Roman  arms;  jjind  first  Gadara,  where 
every  soul  was  put  to  the  sword.     Jotapata  was  not  taken  till 
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after  a  furious  storm,  as  obstinately  withstood,  and  in  which 
forty  thousand  men  fell  before  the  sword  was  slieathed.  Be- 
side"^  many,  who  hiding  themselves  in  cellars  and  vaults,  were 
murdered  in  cold  blood,  some  killed  each  other;  and  some, 
from  a  horrid  despair,  or  violent  hatred  of  the  Romans,  put  an 
end  to  their  own  lives.  Here  it  was  where  the  historian  Jo- 
sephus,  after  narrowly  escaping  from  his  own  infatuated  par- 
ty, was  taken  prisoner;  but,  by  a  particular  good  fortune,  his 
life  was  spared.  The  Romans,  afterwards  every  where  vic- 
torious, reduced  Tiberias,  Taricheas,  Gamala,  Giscala,  and 
other  places;  but  many  shocking  circumstances  attended 
these  conquests:  for  the  Jews  were  thrown  into  such  despe- 
ration, that  many  slew  themselves,  and  did  not  withhold 
their  hands  from  their  fathers,  mothers,  sisters,  brothers,  wives, 
and  children,  and  threw  their  bodies  in  a  heap.  This  horrid 
spectacle  was  particularly  seen  at  Scythopolis,  and  some 
other  places.  It  is  shocking  to  hear  the  extremities  to 
which  despair  prompted  them;  their  proceedings  savored 
more  of  phrenzy  than  a  rational  ardor  for  iVeedom,  and  in 
their  countenances  and  demeanors  they  appeared  like  demo- 
niacs; for  those  were  the  days  of  vengeance  foretold  by 
Christ:  happy,  indeed,  were  the  wombs  which  never  bare, 
and  the  breasts  which  never  gave  suck;  for  inexpressible 
were  the  distresses  of  bewailing  mothers,  raving  about  the 
country  with  their  little  ones  in  their  arms,  or  holding  them 
by  their  hands.  The  banditti  murdered  them,  and  the  Ro- 
mans sold  them  as  slaves. 

Pilgrim.     Dreadful  times!  But  how  was  it,  in  the  mean 
time,  at  Jerusalem?         .  .  ■       .  -     ■  ; 

Chophas.  The  times  were  no  less  dreadful  there,  and 
discord  made  them  worse;  fo-r  the  Zealots  (or  clandestine 
murderers)  committed  horrible  havoc  in  the  city,  ransacking 
the  citizens'  houses  and  murdering  the  nobility;  in  opposi- 
tion to  these,  were  the  high-priest  and  the  whole  body  of 
the  burghers:  but  the  Zealots,  to  secure  themselves,  made 
themselves  masters  of  the  temple,  profaned  the  sacred  places, 
and  among  many  other  acts  of  impiety,  raising  to  the  dig- 
nity of  high-priest,  an  illiterate  rustic  of  ignoble  birth  and 
coarse  manners,  and  not  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  as  the  law 
directs.  Ananias,  spiriting  up  the  people  to  annul  such  an 
22* 
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illegal  promotion,  a  terrible  fray  ensued;  first  the  stones  flew 
as  thick  as  hail;  then  the  swords  were  drawn;  and  great  num- 
bers fell  on  each  side.  The  Zealots,  however,  being  driven 
into  the  innermost  part  of  the  temple,  six  thousand  of  the 
townsmen  were  posted  for  the  defence  of  the  several  gates. 
In  the  mean  time  one  John  of  Giscala,  a  daring  incendiary, 
under  color  of  reconciling  the  two  contending  parties,  deceived 
the  citizens,  underhand  calling  in  the  Idtimeans  to  assist 
the  Zealots,  alleging  that  Ananias'  design  was  to  deliver  up 
the  city  to  the  Romans.  Accordingly  they  appeared  before 
Jerusalem  to  the  number  of  twenty  thousand;  but  the  citi- 
zens posted  at  the  gates,  opposed  their  entrance.  Not  long 
after,  in  the  night  time,  happened  a  most  dreadful  tempest  of 
thunder,  lightning,  wind,  and  rain,  accompanied  jivith  shocks 
of  an  earthquake.  The  Zealots,  availing  themselves  of  the 
darkness  and  confusion,  surprised  the  guard,  anti  let  in  the 
Idumeans.  Then  followed  a  most  deplorable  carnage  of  the 
citizens;  for  there  was  no  room  for  flight,  being  on  all  sides 
hemmed  in  by  their  enemies.  The  outer  part  of  the  temple 
ran  over  with  blood;  for,  next  morning,  the  number  of  slain 
was  found  to  amount  to  eight  ihoiisand  five  hundred.  Then, 
rushing  into  the  city,  they  continued  the  slaughter  among 
the  citizens;  and,  so  far  from  sparing  Ananias  and  the 
priests,  stripped  their  bodies,  and  left  them  exposed  to  the 
dogs;  that  above  twelve  thousand  more  fell  by  the  sword  in 
the  streets  and  houses,  They  killed  whom  they  pleased, 
■^nd.  trampled  on  law  and  justice;  for,  having  brought  an  in- 
dictment against  one  Zacharias,  with  a  view  of  getting  his 
substance  into  their  hands,  and  he  being  acquitted,  they  im- 
mediately despatched  him,  and  the  judges  narrowly  escaped 
their  rage.  Such  was  the  condition  of  the  city,  even  before 
the  Roman  army  sat  down  before  it. 

Pilgrim.  Such  horrible  doings  are  enough  to  make  one's 
hair  stand  on  end.  Well  might  the  tender-hearted  Jesus 
weep,  when  he  foresaw  all  these  calamities. 

Cleophas.  You  may  well  say  so,  son;  and  there  was  be- 
sides, this  misfortune,  that  it  was  next  to  an  impossibility  to 
escape  these  ruflSans;  as,  on  any  sudden  suspicion  of  a  de- 
sign, for  self  preservation's  sake,  of  going  over  to  the  Ro- 
mans, they  made  no  difficulty  of  murdering  the  party  as  a 
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traitor,  and  it  was  also  death  to  offer  to  throw  earth  on  such 
bodies;  which,  beside  the  noxiousness  and  fiUh,  was  such  a 
shocking  spectacle,  that  the  living  accounted  themselves 
more  wretched  than  the  dead  which  lay  at  their  feet,  as  they 
saw  their  present  distresses  must  end  either  in  a  loathsome 
prison  or  a  harsh  slavery. 

During  these  combustions,  John  ofGiscala,  whose  ambition 
was  seconded  by  a  great  finesse,  but  infamous  for  a  tyrannic 
disposition,  formed  parties  to  have  the  chief  government  of 
the  city  lodged  in  him;  but  Eleazar,  a  man  of  greater  inter- 
est, and  mucli  more  deserving,  being  supported  by  some  of 
the  nobles  and  part  of  the  Zealots,  defeated  his  intrigues. 
This  contest  again  set  the  city  in  a  flame;  and  both  sides, 
as  it  were,  strove  who  should  exceed  in  rapine  and  mur- 
der. -«  «    • 

-     *    - 

Pilgrim.  Well,  but  the  Romans;  1  suppose  they  were 
not  inactive  all  this  time? 

Cleophas.  They  were  on  their  march  to  Jerusalem,  and 
had  easily  possessed  themselves  of  the  pleasant  and  beauti- 
ful city  of  Jericho,  it  having  been  abandoned  by  most  of  the 
people,  who  sought  safety  among  the  hills  and  the  caverns;  as 
they,  who  had  stayed  in  the  place  were  put  to  the  sword. 
Fifteen  thousand  Jews  also  fell  in  one  battle,  beside  two 
thousand  prisoners,  and  great  numbers  who  threw  themselves 
into  the  river  Jordan  and  the  lake  of  Asphaltus;  that  both 
the  land  and  the  waters  were  covered  with  dead  bodies.  Af- 
terwards they  took  many  other  places,  as  Abyla,  Julias,  and 
Besemoth;  also  on  the  side  of  Jordan,  they  became  masters 
of  Lydda,  Jamnia,  Amaunta,  and  all  the  country  adjacent; 
and  now  Vespasian,  being  come  near  Jerusalem,  erected 
barriers,  forts,  and  strong  holds,  in  order  to  secure  all  the 
approaches  towards  the  city;  and  laid  waste  every  thing 
round  the  walls  that  the  inhabitants  had  no  resource  left: 
without,  the  Romans  assaulted  them;  within,  they  were  har- 
assed by  the'  Zealots. 

Pilgrim.  But  could  not  the  revolters,  even  then,  see 
that  their  end  was  at  hand,  and  that  prudence  required  them, 
voluntarily  to  surrender,  without  farther  provoking  the  Ro- 
mans by  resistance? 
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Cleophas.  They  were  too  much  blinded  for  any  such 
thing;  it  also  looked  as  if  God,  by  a  righteous  judgment, 
permitted  that  blindness  to  rest  on  them,  as  hastening  their 
punishment. 

Pilgrim.  I  thought  that  their  distress  was  increased  by 
the  city's  being  invested  on  all  sides  by  the  Roman  army. 

Cleoplias.  Undoubtedly;  but  they  made  such-  slow 
work  of  it,  that  it  seemed  as  if  the  city  was  to  be  longer  a 
prey  to  the  most  dire  calamities,  before  it  should  come  to  an 
end.  O!  how  happy  had  it  been,  if  the  Romans,  at  once, 
had  fallen  on  them,  even  sticking  the  children  on  spears,  vio- 
lating the  women,  and  laying  every  thing  in  ashes,  as  vvas  the 
fate  of  some  towns;  then  all  would  have  been  over  at  first; 
but  even  such  good  fortune  was  not  reserved  for  them:  like 
as  a  patient,  in  whom  there  at  times  appear  hopes  of  a  cure, 
is  sometimes  revived  by  paregoric  medicines,  yet  undergoes 
horrible  tortures  before  he  breathes  his  last;  or  like  a  delin- 
quent, who  has  deserved  death  tenfold,  and,  as  such,  is  some- 
times put  to  the  torture,  then  revived  by  being  laid  out  in  the 
fresh  air,  then  again  his  tortures  are  renewed,  and,  at  last, 
his  flesh  slowly  torn  with  pincers,  not  allowing  him  the  favor 
of  death,  till  he  has  gone  through  many  inhuman  tortures:  so 
was  it  with  this  city,  as  guilty  of  the  murder  of  all  God's 
prophets:  its  sentence  was  of  a  long  continuance.  Various 
were  its  tortures:  slow  fires  Vv-ere  successively  applied  to  it. 
First  it  was  oppressed  under  Petronius  the  Roman  governor, 
then  revived  under  Fadus,  more  severely  tortured  under  Cu- 
manus,  had  an  interval  of  some  ease  under  Felix,  their  griev- 
ances were  increased  under  Albinus;  again,  Agrippa  treated 
them  with  some  clemency,  but  Florus  exceeded  all  the  cruel- 
ties of  his  predecessors.  But  it  looked  now  as  if  the  execu- 
tion of  the  sentence  was  come,  and  that  Cestius  Gall  us  was 
to  be  the  instrument;  but  his  defeat  gave  a  better  appearance 
to  things,  though  not  without  terrible  convulsions  inwardly, 
by  the  outrages  of  the  Sicarii.  Alas!  a  delusive  hope  of  a 
cure  only  made  them  worse.  Afterwards,  Vespasian's  com- 
ing w^as  looked  on  as  a  tempest  charged  with  final  destruc- 
tion; but  it  was  not  more  than  hacking  off  a  man's  hands 
and  feet,  and  leaving  him  thus  lingering;  for  he  was  obliged 
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to  withdraw  and  return  to  Italy,  some  violent  disturbances 
having  arisen  at  Rome. 

The  Emperor  Nero  ended  his  infamous  life  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  his  reign;  Galba  had  seized  on  the  throne,  but 
was  dispossessed  by  Otho,  w^ho,  being  defeated  by  Vitellius, 
killed  himself  to  prevent  farther  contests.  Vitellms,  show- 
ing himself  unworthy  of  the  empire,  Vespasian  then  thought 
it  his  duty  to  hasten  home  and  restore  tranquillity  to  his  dis- 
tracted country;  and  having  dethroned  Vitellius,  was  with 
universal  applause  proclaimed  emperor  of  Rome.  Thus  Je- 
rusalem  had  a  short  breathing  time,  but,  as  I  said,  it  was 
only  for  the  increasing  of  its  tortures. 

Pilgrim.     Is  it  possible! 

Cleophas.  Alas,  it  was  as  if  God  would  scourge  this 
murderous  and  impious  city,  without  any  mercy:  for  one  Si- 
mon the  son  of  Gioras,  a  robber  of  great  power,  who  now 
had,  as  we  have  observed,  kept  himself  a  long  time  in  the 
small  town  of  Massada,  impatient  that  the  supreme  com- 
mand should  be  in  another's  hands,  committed  hostilities 
against  the  Zealots,  who,  sallying  out  against  him,  were  to- 
tally routed  and  fled  precipitately  into  Jerusalem.  Then, 
marching  into  Idumea  with  twenty  thousand  men,  he  over- 
ran the  whole  country,  and  took  the  town  of  Flebron,  in 
which  were  great  quantities  of  stores  and  provisions.  This 
success  greatly  increased  his  followers,  who,  by  his  com- 
mand  every  where  marked  their  way  with  pillage  and  blood- 
shed, laying  towns  in  ashes,  desolating  the  country  to 
such  a  degree,  that  the  fields  were  no  longer  discernible  from 
the  roads. 

The  Zealots,  making  another  effort  to  check  his  career, 
took  Simon's  wife  prisoner,  whom  they  brought  into  the  city 
with  triumphant  acclamations,  conceiving  he  now  was  to  be 
brought  to  any  terms;  but,  appearing  before  the  walls,  ho 
stormed  and  raged  like  a  wounded  wild  beast,  killing  all 
who  came  m  his  way.  Of  those  poor  people  v/ho  supported 
themselves  by  bringing  into  the  city  wood,  garden  stuff,  and 
other  necessaries,  he  cut  off  the  hands,  and  then  drove  them 
into  the  city:  he  threatened  to  break  down  the  walls,  and 
put  every  soul  in  it  young  and  old  to  the  sword.  On  this, 
though  exceedingly  exasperated,  they  thought  it  advisable 


262  DIALOGUE    BETWEEN 

to  restore  his  wife.  All  the  country  people  within  Jerusa- 
lem fled  from  it.  He  laid  close  siege  to  the  city;  and  the 
country  laborers  he  surprised  going  into  Jerusalem,  so  that 
he  was  more  dreaded  than  the  very  Romans:  but  the  Zeal- 
ots within  the  city  exceedeed  the  abominations  of  either:  for 
besides  ransacking  houses,  violating  women,  and  many 
other  acts  of  licentiousness,  dressing  themselves  in  women's 
clothes,  with  the  richest  ornaments,  they  furiously  ran  about 
the  streets,  stabbing  all  they  met  vvith  poniards  concealed 
under  their  finery,  that  the  townsmen,  rather  than  bear  with 
these  wanton  cruelties,  let  in  Simon,  and  made  him  their 
chief.  He  instantly  began  v.'ith  assaulting  the  Zealots 
in  the  temple,  thinking  to  carry  all  before  him,  but 
met  with  such  a  desperate  resistance,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  desist. 

In  the  mean  time,  Eleazar,  with  his  adherents,  occupied 
the  higher  and  innermost  part  of  the  temple,  from  whence  he 
assaulted  John,  as  Simon  did  from  below,  that  John  had  two 
enemies  to  deal  with.  By  the  daily  frays  of  these  three 
factions,  which  fought  only  from  a  mad  ambition  of  who 
should  be  uppermost,  the  whole  city  became  involved  in 
blood  and  misery;  they  burned  each  other's  granaries,  de- 
stroyed all  provisions  they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  killed 
not  only  their  enemies,  but  quiet  citizens,  who,  disliking  the 
proceedings  of  all  the  three  factions,  kept  themselves  neuter. 
They  spared  not  the  priests,  and  the  bodies  of  the  slain 
they  left  unburied  in  the  streets;  nay,  if  a  relation  was 
seen  lamenting  over  them,  he  or  she  was  soon  silenced 
with  a  spear,  or  scourged  out  of  the  city;  so  that  it  was 
every  where  as  a  slaughter-house,  and  sink  of  all  impiety 
and  wickedness. 

Pilgrim.  Unparalleled  horrors;  but  still  I  hear  nothing 
of  the  Romans,  who  were  to  lay  siege  to  the  city  as  enemies 
to  all  parties. 

Cleophas..  Well,  then,  to  return  to  the  Romans.  Ves- 
pasian, as  we  said,  having  settled  things  in  Italy,  and  being 
proclaimed  Emperor,  sent  his  son  Titus  to  reduce  the  re- 
mainder of  the  country,  together  v/ith  Jerusalem.  The 
young  prince  accordingly  collecting  a  large  army  of  several 
nations,  came  within  thirty  stadia  of  the  city;  and  having, 
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with  a  guard  of  only  six  hundred  horsemen,  exactly  survey- 
ed every  side  of  it,  he  pitched  his  camp,  and  drew  a  line 
which  invested  the  city. 

Now  the  sanguinary  animosity  of  the  three  factions  was 
turned  to  consternation.  The  sight  of  the  mount  of  Olives 
covered  with  tents  and  glittering  armor,  and  of  the  silver 
eagle,  the  ensigns  of  the  Romans,  silenced  all  tumults  in 
the  city.  Nothing  but  terror  was  to  be  seen;  some  trem- 
bling at  the  danger;  others  wishing  for  death,  as  a  deliver- 
ance from  the  approaching  horrors;  others  wringing  their 
hands  and  lamenting  their  being  cut  olT  from  returning  to 
their  friends  who  had  remained  in  other  parts;  for  it  was 
then  about  the  feast  of  the  Passover,  when  people  from  various 
countries  to  the  number  of  twelve  hundred  thousand,  had 
resorted  to  Jerusalem.  Imagine  then,  what  a  turmoil  must 
have  been  there!  Without,  they  saw  all  flight  intercepted 
by  Roman  forces,  whose  broad  shields  heightened  the  terror 
of  their  appearance;  within,  the  first  frights  being  now  over, 
the  three  tyrants  renewed  all  their  abominations,  wantonly 
massacreing  the  strangers  who  had  come  to  worship  at  the 
gaeat  festival. 

Some  of  the  more  aged  might  remember  hov/,  at  the  Pass- 
over they  had  mocked  Jesus,  without  in  the  least  relenting 
at  his  sufferings;  then  would  his  word  naturally  occur  to 
them,  when,  bending  under  the  cross,  he  said  to  the  insult- 
ing multitude,  "  If  these  things  are  done  to  the  green  tree, 
what  shall  be  done  to  the  dry."  Could  they  have  hid  them.- 
selves  under  mountains,  I  dare  say  they  v/ould  have  run  into 
them;  but  their  destiny  was  to  see  their  distruction  gradu- 
ally approach;  Jerusalem,  as  Jesus  had  foretold,  being  en- 
compassed with  an  army. 

Pilgrim.  These  are  remarkable  things,  indeed.  But  in 
such  a  dangerous  situation,  and  the  heads  of  the  three  fac- 
tions commiting  insupportable  outrages,  did  nobody  think  of 
delivering  up  the  city  to  the  Romans. 

Cleophas.  Far  from  it.  They  were  possessed  with  a  notion 
that  they  defended  the  sanctuary  of  God,  and  on  this  account 
affected  to  be  called  Zealots  in  imitation  of  those  who  had 
joined  their  forefather,  Judas  Maccabeus,  and  who  had  stood 
up  in  detence  of  the  temple.     Accordingly,  to  ans^\^er  their 
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appellation,  lliey  made  several  sallies  rather  with  the  impetu- 
osity of  madmen  than  the  regularity  of  soldiers,  and  drove 
the  Romans  from  some  of  their  works;  yet,  in  the  end,  they 
were  always  forced  to  fly  in  confusion,  and  after  great  loss, 
seek  safety  within  their  own  walls. 

In  these  encounters  with  the  Romans,  the  three  factions 
acted  in  concert;  but  on  any  appearance  of  quiet  without, 
they  renewed  their  intestine  boils,  and  arrows  and  stones 
flew  like  hail,  beside  very  bloody  close  engagements;  and 
these  animosities  continued  till  some  attempt  of  the  com- 
mon enemy  called  for  their  attention;  especially  when  the 
Romans  had  made  the  approaches,  and  plied  their  battering 
engines  against  the  walls,  every  shock  caused  universal  con- 
sternation :  the  stoutest  hearts  trembled. 

In  this  dai^gerous  juncture,  Simon  abstained  from  all  hos- 
tilities within,  John  proposed  to  come  to  terms,  and  Eleazar 
closed  with  the  two  other  chiefs,  that  thus  they  might  more 
effectually  oppose  the  Romans. 

Many  were  the  sallies,  skirmishes,  and  actions.  Some- 
times they  amused  the  Romans  with  desires  of  a  peace,  pre- 
tending they  would  open  their  gates;  but  when  they  had 
thus  drav/n  them  under  the  walls,  they  discharged  showers 
of  stones  and  arrows  at  them.  By  such  artifices  they  in- 
deed killed  no  small  number;  but,  at  the  same  time,  mani- 
fested by  what  spirit  they  were  influenced  and  what  their 
boasted  zeal  was,  which  sought  resource  in  perndiousness, 
and  could  commit  such  enormities,  that  the  very  Pagans 
despised  them  for  their  breach  of  faith  and  flagrant  im- 
moralities, whilst  they  were  filled  with  contempt  of  all  other 
nations.  -    .,      ,  -       ; 

Pilgrim.  Wretched  blindness  of  man,  which,  hinder- 
ing him  from  seeing  his  own  corruptions,  swells  him  with 
conceit!  However,  omitting  this,  let  us  pass  on  to  the  se- 
quel. 

Cleojyhas.  On  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  siege,  which  was 
the  seventh  of  May,  Titus,  after  an  assault  in  which  great 
numbers  fell  on  both  sides,  carried  the  first  wall;  and  the 
city  being  environed  with  three,  two  still  remained  to  try 
the  valor  and  perseverance  of  his  soldiers.  In  the  mean 
time  both  Jews  and  Romans  were  under  arms  night  and  day 
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keeping  themselves  in  readiness  against  any  surprise;  but, 
on  the  fitlh  day  the  Romans  also  took  the  second  wall;  and 
though  the  Jews  recovered  it,  at  length  it  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  It  is  terrible  to  think  of  the  carnage 
on  this  occasion. 

After  these  successes,  Tilus  used  his  endeavors  to  induce 
the  besieged  to  a  peace;  and  in  view  of  them  all,  the  remain- 
ing wall,  the  towers  and  roofs  of  houses  and  other  edifices, 
being  covered  with  people,  he  drew  up  his  army,  which  made 
a  splendid  appearance;  and  after  some  military  rejoicings, 
each  man  as  he  filed  off,  had  a  donation  of  money  and 
provisions,  whilst  in  the  city  there  was  nothing  but  want, 
famine,  distress  and  mourning. 

Yet  amidst  these  afHictive  circumstances,  which  were 
every  day  growing  on  them,  their  pride  wonjd  not  permit 
them  to  surrender. 

Titus,  however,  hoped  that  the  increase  of  the  miseries 
in  the  continuance  of  the  siege  would  lay  them  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  submitting,  and  being  a  prince  of  excellent  quali- 
ties he  deputed  Joseph  us  to  reason  with  them;  but  all  his 
capacity  and  elocution  could  effect  nothing.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  did  not  omit  erecting  redoubts,  and  preparing 
engines  for  storming  the  third  wall;  and  even  herein  one 
of  his  views  was,  that  the  Jews,  seeing  their  last  defence 
threatened,  might  be  deterred  from  persisting  in  their  ob- 
stinacy. But  all  his  clemency  was  lost  on  them.  No  ex- 
tremity of  distress  could  prevail  on  them  to  come  into  his  mild 
proposals.  -       .  .^^ 

^  >,-■ 

Pilgrim.  And  certainly  among  such  a  multitude  of  peo- 
pie,  without  any  supply  of  provisions,  the  distress  must  have 
been  extreme. 

Cleophas.  Oh!  it  was  a  dismal  sight  indeed.  All  the 
corn  was  consumed.  The  revolters  ran,  like  demoniacs,  up 
and  down  the  city,  rummaging  houses  in  search  of  provi- 
sions, and  unmercifully  beat  the  masters  of  such  where  they 
found  any  concealed.  If  any  one  had  a  healthy  complexion, 
with  some  flesh  on  his  body,  he  was  suspected  of  such  con- 
cealment, and  treated  accordingly.  The  pining,  the  sick, 
and  emaciated  they  spared,  as  naturally  drawing  near  their 
end. 

23 
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Several  persons  of  fortune  were  known  to  give  their  whole 
substance  for  a  measure  of  corn;  the  indigent  lay  expiring 
in  heaps,  and  what  any  one  had,  he  could  not  call  his 
own;  for  houses  were  broken  open,  and  pieces  of  flesh  or  bread 
wrenched,  half-eaten,  out  of  the  eater's  mouth.  Women, 
with  any  bread  about  them,  were  instantly  killed:  and  even 
children,  after  taking  from  them  what  little  bits  they  had, 
were  dashed  against  the  stones.  Boys  and  girls  were  spitted 
with  a  heated  spit,  or  impaled,  or  otherwise  most  inhumanly 
tortured  to  draw  from  them  an  information  of  any  provisions 
concealed.  All  the  ties  of  blood,  affinity,  and  friendship 
were  broken  asunder  b^/  the  severity  of  famine.  If  children 
had  found  any  thing  eatable,  their  mothers  snatched  it  from 
them.  Sisters  and  brothers  practised  the  like  unnatural  ra- 
pacity. Every  one  was  afraid  of  being  observed  to  eat  any 
thing;  they  sought  some  by-place  where,  whatever  it  was, 
they  devoured  it  raw.  And  oh !  how  ghastly,  how  frightful 
the  appearance  of  the  living,  with  fallen  cheeks,  gnashing 
teeth,  contracted  lips,  hollow  eyes,  shrivelled  legs,  tottering 
under  exhausted  bodies!  Not  a  i'ew  sunk  down  in  the 
streets  and  there  miserably  expired.  Dead  women  lay  scat- 
tered on  the  flat  roofs  of  the  houses,  clasping  their  lifeless 
children,  the  streets  were  covered  with  the  miserable 
corpses  of  the  aged.  The  young  began  to  bloat  and  walked 
as  shadows  or  figures  of  death;  and,  to  complete  the  horror, 
there  was  no  burying  the  corpses. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  city  Vvhen  Titus  oftered 
them  such  moderate  terms;  and  any,  attempting  to  go  over 
to  the  Romans,  were  sure  to  be  immediately  killed  by  the 
factions  of  John  or  Simon.    .         • 

Pilgrim.     Dreadful  confusion!  '   .     - 

Cleophas.  Some,  I  may  say  no  small  number,  venturing 
out  of  the  city  to  pick  herbs  or  procure  sustenance  of  any 
kind,  seldom  escaped  being  seized  by  the  Romans,  who  fixed 
them  on  crosses  facing  the  city  wall.  At  this  the  revolters 
conducted  to  the  battlements  the  relations  of  the  persons 
thus  exposed.  There  one  saw  his  father,  his  brother,  or  his 
son-in-law,  expiring  amidst  the  tortures  of  punishment,  which 
of  all  others  the  Jews  most  execrated.  How  dearly  were  re- 
taliated on  them  the  sorrows  which  rent  the  hearts  of  Christ's 
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friends  and  disciples,  on  seeing  the  agonies  of  their  dying 
Lord  and  Master,  whom  tliis  wretched  people  ihen  insulted 
with  impious  rejoicings!  Now,  according  to  their  rash  impre- 
cation before  hesitating  Pilate,  his  blood  was  on  their 
children.  _  ^ 

Pilgrim.  Wonderful  is  the  justice  of  God!  Yet  such 
calamities  might  reall}/-  melt  a  heart  of  stone.  And  did 
Titus  show  no  manner  of  concern  at  them?        '  - 

Cleophas.  He  felt  most  tenderly  for  these  his  stubborn 
enemies.  The  before  mentioned  apparent  act  of  cruelty  was 
only  making  reprisals,  the  frequency  of  which  he  hoped 
would  humble  their  spirits;  and  the  pains  of  those  thus  exe- 
cuted, were  shortened,  or  abated. 

Titus,  however,  seeing  that  they  were  not  to  be  wrought 
on  by  lenient  means,  threw  up  a  line  of  circumvallation  close 
to  the  city,  that  there  was  no  coming  out  to  look  for  aliment; 
and  by  the  incredible  despatch  of  his  soldiery,  he  saw  it 
finished  in  three  days;  thus  fulfilling  the  words  of  Jesus, 
'-  That  the  enemy  should  cast  an  intrenchment  round  the 
city,  and  distress  it  on  all  sides."  Thus  the  famine  increasing 
and  the  streets  being  more  and  more  strewed  with  dead 
corpses,  some  with  their  own  hands  gave  themselves  the 
death  they  had  wished  for,  and  some  requested  others  to  re- 
lease them  from  a  life  of  insupportable  wretchedness;  but 
the  Zealots,  particularly,  mocked  their  misery,  and  left  them 
to  linger  away  the  short  remainder  of  the  term,  in  the  depth 
of  anguish. 

Though  corpses  lay  so  thick  in  the  street,  the  besieged 
had  for  some  time  thrown  them  over  the  walls  in  such  num- 
bers, as  filled  the  ditches,  to  breed  a  pestilence  in  the  Roman 
army.  From  the  commencement  of  the  siege,  that  is,  from 
the  14th  of  April  to  the  1st  of  July,  out  of  only  one  gate 
were  carried  a  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty  corpses,  exclusive  of  those  thrown  over  the  walls, 
of  which  every  day  saw  a  great  number,  that  the  troops  on 
both  sides,  in  their  motions,  trampled  over  dead  bodies;  a 
shocking  circumstance  to  those  who  were  not  quite  divested 
cf  humanity! 

pilgrim,     I  had  imagined  the  former  distresses  of  Jerusa- 
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lem  were  not  to  be  exceeded;  but  these  are  horrible  things 
indeed. 

Cleophas.  Yes;  never  in  the  whole  world  had  such  ca- 
lamities been  heard  of.  Yet  was  it  only  a  just  punishment; 
as  in  Jerusalem  had  been  committed  the  sin,  of  all  others 
ever  committed,  the  most  atrocious  and  detestable.  But  to 
draw  on  towards  a  conclusion:  Titus  set  about  building  a 
very  strong  and  large  tower  for  storming  the  third  wall;  the 
other  two  he  had  caused  to  be  demolished  and  razed,  as  the 
ruins  still  show.  For  this  work  a  great  number  of  trees  were 
felled;  the  finest  olive,  fig,  apple,  and  other  fruit  trees;  for, 
son,  the  country  round  about  Jerusalem  was  a  perfect  para- 
dise, with  valleys  of  the  most  sightly  trees,  spacious  gardens, 
where  the  great  men  and  wealthy  citizens  used  to  take  the 
air;  but  all  those  delightful  places  are  now  laid  waste.  Alas? 
how  perishable  are  earthly  things!  When  we  least  think  of 
it,  they  come  to  an  end!  Little  did  king  Agrippa  imagine, 
that  the  heaps  of  beautitui,  costly  woods  which  he  procured 
for  enlarging  the  temple,  were  to  serve  John  the  revolter  to 
build  towers  and  make  works;  and  as  little  did  the  planters 
of  these  alleys,  gardens,  and  groves,  apprehend  that  ever  they 
should  furnish  Titus  with  materials  for  storming  the  city. 

All  the  preparations  being  finished,  the  assault  was  begun 
with  all  the  vigor  human  nature  is  capable  of,  and  the  Jews 
fought  like  those  whose  all  is  at  stake;  particularly  from  the 
castle  of  Antonia,  hurling  javelins,  spears,  stones,  fire,  pieces 
of  iron,  and  any  thing  that  could  annoy  the  enemy;  but  the 
Romans,  covered  by  their  shields,  having  undermined  the 
wall,  battered  it  down  with  one  of  their  engines,  called  a 
ram.  Their  exultation  at  this  success  ^vas  not  a  little  abated, 
at  finding  another  wall  raised  within;  but  the  passionate  ex- 
hortations of  their  beloved  prince  revived  all  their  noble  ar- 
dor, the  generals  emulously  animating  the  soldiery  by  their 
example,  and  many  fell  in  the  prosecution  of  the  attack  on 
the  new  wall:  yet  the  Jews  kept  possession  of  it.  But  two 
days  after,  twenty  soldiers,  having  found  means  to  climb 
over  the  wall,  stabbed  the  guards,  took  the  castle  of  Antonia, 
pursued  the  Jews  into  the  temple,  which  now  rang  with  the 
sound  of  trumpets,  mingled  w^ith  groans  and  shouts;  but  af- 
ter a  sharp  dispute,  the  Romans  were  obliged  to  rest  satisfied 
with  having  made  themselves  masters  of  Antonia  castle^. 
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Pilgrim.  This  itself  seems  to  have  been  no  inconsidera- 
ble advantage. 

CleopJias.  Soon  after,  a  Roman  commander  having,  with 
great  loss,  miscarried  in  an  attack  on  the  Jews,  Titus  again 
made  them  offers  of  peace,  by  the  mediation  of  some  priests; 
but  these  being  rejected  with  many  contumelious  circum- 
stances, Titus  ordered  the  temple  to  be  stormed  in  the  night. 
Here  again  ensued  a  terrible  slaughter;  especially  of  the 
Jews,  who,  deceived  by  the  obscurity,  slew  each  other  in 
great  numbers;  and  afterwards,  having  with  the  most  obsti- 
nate bravery  sustained  several  assaults,  they  set  fire  to  the 
out-works  of  the  temple,  and  thus  themselves  had  the  first 
hand  in  destroying  the  temple  by  fire;  and,  farther,  by  way 
of  stratagem,  they  filled  a  certain  part  of  the  temple  with  dried 
wood,  sulphur,  pitch,  and  other  combustibles,  then,  feigning 
a  flight,  drew  the  Romans  into  a  dreadful  snare;  for,  setting 
fire  to  those  materials,  their  enemy  became  suddenly  sur- 
rounded with  flames,  in  which  some  perished,  others  killed 
tJiemselves  by  leaping  down,  others  had  recourse  to  their 
swords,  as  the  more  eligible  death.  This  was  a  dreadful  re- 
verse to  the  Romans:  yet  far  worse  the  condition  of  the 
Jews  as  now  not  only  the  common  people,  but  the  insurgents 
of  all  ranks  were  driven  to  such  a  want,  that  they  ate  thongs, 
straps,  shoes,  any  leather  they  could  come  at,  even  that  of 
their  shields;  they  bought  even  rotten  hay  at  a  penny  an 
ounce;  and  now  natural  affection  was  so  far  extinguished 
that  mothers  were  detected  in  boiling  their  own  infants  and 
eating  them. 

Pilgrim.  Unheard  of  inhumanity!  Can  such  a  thing, 
be? 

Cleophas.  There  was  more  than  one  instance  of  such 
barbarity;  one  of  the  most  remarkable  was  a  woman  of 
quality  named  Mary,  who  was  surprised  eating  one  half  of  her 
child,  which  she  had  boiled,  and  the  other  half  she  showed  to 
those  whom  the  smell  had  drawn  to  the  place.  As  such  a 
horrid  action  soon  spread  over  the  city,  it  was  filled  with 
weeping,  wailing,  and  all  the  most  passionate  transports  of 
grief  and  execration.  Nothing  was  heard  but  imprecations 
against  the  Romans,  and  wishing  for  immediate  death.  It  is 
23  * 
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even  said  that  Titus,  on  hearing  of  th^e  unnatural  murJer^y. 
cried  out  extremely  affected,  "The  sun  shall  no  longer  shina 
on  a  place  where  the  obstinacy  of  the  men  forces  the  women 
to  such  nefa:rious  crimes."  But  they  had  crucified  the  Lord 
of  glory;  they  li-ad  rejected  the  offers  of  salvation;  they  had 
persecuted,  with  every  kind  of  torture  and  distress,  the  mes- 
sengers of  God;  they  had  slighted  the  days  of  grace:  and 
now  were  came  on  them  those  daysy  when  the  cry  wasy 
"Blessed  are  the  barren,  and  tlte  wombs  which  never  brought 
forth  and  the  breasts  which  never  gave  suck." 

I  am  really  tired  of  enumerating  the  distresses  and  enor- 
mities of  this  wretched  city.  They  incline  me  rather  to 
weep  tlian  talk. 

Pilgrim.  I  believe  so,  father;  yet  1  could  desire  to  hear 
the  catastrophe  of  this  stiff-necked  people,  and  the  de- 
struction of  a  city,  the  ruins  of  which  are  so  very  beauti- 
tiful  and  stately:  therefore  favor  me  with  some  general  ac- 
count.    Minute  particulars  v;e  will  omit,  in  regard  to  youE 

o 

Cleoplias.  Thus  seeing  that  the  revolters  were  not  to  be* 
driven  out  of  the  upper  temple,  though  very  desirous  of  sav- 
ing both  the  people  and  the  temple,  found  himself  under  a 
necessity  of  setting  iire  to  the  gates  of  the  outer  temple. 
This,  indeed,  alarmed  the  Jews;  yet  the  prince,  still  inclin- 
ed to  save  that  sumptuous  edifice,  gave  orders  ^or  extin- 
guishing Iho  fire;  and  prepared  to  reduce  the  besieged  by 
assault.  Thus  the  humane  Titus,  (God's  decree  concerning 
Jemsalcm  being  unknovi'n  to  him,)  tried  every  way  to  save 
the  temple  and  city  from  farther  destruction.  But  the  issue 
proved  otherwise;  for  a  soldier  being  lifted  up  by  some  of 
his  comrades  threw  in  a  firebrand  at  the  golden  window^ 
whilst  another  had  previously  conveyed  fire  under  the  thresh- 
old, that  the  flame  began  to  blaze  on  all  sides.  Then  follow- 
ed dismal  outcries  from  those  within;  seeing  the  Romans 
putting  all  to  fire  and  sword,  and  rushing  on  towards  them 
with  menacing  looks.  The  emperor,  who  was  without, 
seeing  the  flame,  called  out  to  extinguish  it,  sent  away  his 
guards  to  hasten  the  execution  of  his  order,  drew  near  him- 
self, urged  and  threatened;  but  it  availed  nothing;  he  was 
either  not  heard  or  not  regarded.     Oh!  this  was  a  dreadful 
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day;  the  blood ;rSjr" down  the  steps,  and  dead'bodies  were  hurl- 
fjd  down  to  "jf^ede  the  besiegers.  Such  were  the  shouts 
and  outcries,  vociferations  of  despair,  and  triumph  joined  to 
the  clash  of  arms,  that  the  neighboring  mountains  were  sha* 
ken;  and  when  the  emperor  had  given  oui  his  fruitless  ex- 
clamations, every  one  threw  fire  into  the  temple  with  as 
much  eagerness  as  if  ordered.  Here  melted  gold  was  seen 
to  stream  down:  there  beams  loosened  from  their  mortises, 
were  falling.  Yonder  vast  stones,  all  covered  with  smoke, 
came  tumbling  down.  These  were  soon  followed  by  the 
sinking  in  of  a  great  part  of  the  roof,  which,  with  a  noise, 
dreadful  as  its  effect,  destroyed  the  altar,  so  often  imbrued 
with  the  innocent  blood  of  the  saints.  No  heart  can  con- 
ceive the  universal  phrensy  of  the  Jews  of  all  sects  and  fac- 
tions, at  seing  their  sanctuary  thus  crushed  to  a  heap  of  un- 
distinguished rubbish.  Their  wild  lamentations  animated 
the  Romans,  who  now  slew  all  they  found,  old  and  young, 
guilty  or  innocent,  man,  woman,  and  child. 

Some  threw  themselves  into  the  fire.  At  the  altar,  a  body 
of  priests,  intrepid  through  rage,  made  a  stand  with  spits, 
leaden  stools,  and  other  utensils.  Others,  to  the  number  of 
above  six  thousand,  retired  into  the  forepart  behind  a  wall, 
where  they  were  all  burned  or  crushed;  every  thing  succes- 
sively gave  way;  the  golden  covering  sunk  down,  and  the  side 
walls  fell;  the  smoking  beams  warped,  till  with  a  roaring 
crash  they  burst  from  their  positions.  Thus  at  once  fell  the 
glory  of  Israel,  the  temple  being  burnt  on  the  tenth  of  Au- 
gust, the  very  some  day  it  underwent  the  like  fate  from  Ne- 
buchadnezzar, six  hundred  and  eighty  years  before;  eleven 
hundred  and  thirty  years  after  the  building  of  the  first  tem- 
ple by  Solomon,  and  six  hundred  and  sixteen  after  from 
building  of  the  second  by  Zorobabel. 

What  miserable  times!  You  will  own  that  I  have  related 
to  you  many  memorable  things,  and  which  call  both  for  our 
grief  and  admiration;  for  in  all,  God's  righteousness  is  dis- 
played, as  we  observed  in  the  course  of  the  relation. 

Pilgrim.  Jt  was,  indeed,  a  just  vengeance,  and  not  to  be 
dispensed  with;  for  they  seemed  as  if  driven,  against  all  man- 
ner of  reason,  to  persist  in  wickedness,  to  the  very  extremity 
of  guilt  and  impiety. 
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Cleophas.  That,  may  well  be  said,  for  among  them  were 
false  prophets,  who,  by  vain  promises,  divert^  them  from  afx 
accommodation  Vvith  the  Romans,  and  buoyed  them  up  to 
the  very  last. 

Pilgrim.  A  strange  blindness,  not  to  see  into  their  decep- 
tions after  such  frequent  experience!  But  now  for  the  catas- 
trophe of  the  city. 

Cleophas.  After  the  conflagration  of  the  temple,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Jews,  together  v/ith  the  insurgents,  in- 
trenched themselves  in  one  quarter  of  the  city,  and  refusing 
to  submit  to  Titus'  clemency,  the  Romans  renewed  their  as- 
sault with  firebrands  and  combustibles.  Thus  the  castle  of 
Acra,  the  Council  house,  the  stately  structure  of  Ophla,  He- 
lena's palace,  with  three  or  four  more  public  edifices,  were 
set  on  fire;  that  the  flames  soon  spread,  and  whole  streets 
were  in  a  blaze. 

All  sorts  of  rich  furniture  were  seen  intermingled  with  the 
rubbish:  the  sealed  parchments,  the  strong  boxes,  once  the 
capital  joy  and  solace  of  the  proprietors,  v*'ere  now  destroyed. 
The  revolters  were  still  possessed  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
city;  and,  that,  son,  stood  on  this  very  hill  where  we  now 
are.  Some  were  for  surrendering,  which  Simon  Gioras 
being  advised  of,  massacred  many  of  those  who  were  so  dis- 
posed, as  traitors  to  their  country. 

At  length  the  Romans  became  masters  of  the  whole  city, 
and  scouring  it  in  detached  parties,  murdered  every  Jew 
on  whom  they  couUi  lay  their  hands,  without  any  distinction, 
that  in  lanes  the  passage  was  stopped  up  with  dead  bodies, 
and  this  slaughter  ovred  its  end  only  to  the  Romans  being 
tired  of  killing;  then  they  proceeded  to  bind  those  whom  the 
sword  had  spared,  and  secured  them  in  close  confinement. 
Now  those  houses  which  once  had  shone  with  silver  and 
gold,  and  splendid  furniture,  exhibited  only  ghastly  fetid 
corpses.  They  who  haaT refused  burial  to  the  holy  martyrs, 
lay  unburied  and  trampled  on  by  the  insulting  soldiery;  they 
who  had  forbid  the  supplying  necessaries  to  the  disciples  of 
Christ,  now  died  miserably  of  hunger  and  thirst;  they,  who 
had  thrown  James  the  less  from  the  pinnacle  of  the  tem- 
ple, themselves  frantic  with  fear  and  rage,  leaped  down  into 
the  flames  of  the  blazing  temple;  they,  who  had  persecuted 
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the  holy  Jesus  to  death,  and  had  brought  an  indictment 
against  Paul  before  the  Romans,  now  met  with  their  fate 
from  the  swords  of  the  Romans;  and  lastly,  that  city,  which 
had  been  a  slaughter  house  to  the  prophets  and  apostles  of 
God,  now  was  the   slaughter  house  of  its  own  citizens. 

Pilgrim.  It  is,  indeed,  remarkable;  and  father,  I  can  as- 
sure you,  that  your  narrative  has  not  been  lost  on  me.  But 
in  the  destruction  of  such  an  opulent  city,  1  suppose  the  sol- 
diery loaded  themselves  with  booty. 

Cleojyhas.  That  they  were  very  eager  after,  rummaging 
and  tearing  down  every  thing  where  there  was  a  probability 
of  finding  treasure.  Beside  torturing  people  for  a  discove- 
ry, and  ripping  up  their  bellies  to  come  at  any  gold  which 
had  been  swallowed,  their  avidity  left  not  the  most  filthy 
places,  the  graves,  and  even  putrifying  corpses  unscarched, 
and  thus  came  at  considerable  sums;  but  the  plunder  of  the 
temple  was  beyond  valuation.  In  their  busy  searches  they 
found  several  of  the  leading  Sicarii  concealed,  and,  among 
the  rest,  John  Giscala  himself,  who,  with  his  associates,  was 
perishing  with  stench  and  famine,  Simon  Gioras  hid  himself 
under  ground  v/ith  a  view,  when  the  confusion  was  over,  of 
creeping  out  and  making  his  escape.  But  the  justice  of 
God  defeated  this  scheme;  for  hunger  soon  obliged  him  to 
quit  his  lurking  place;  and  now,  being  in  great  perplexity, 
he  struck  out  a  device  for  afitrighting  the  Romans.  He  put 
on  a  large  white  robe,  with  a  purple  mantle,  and  a  ring  oa 
his  finger,  and  thus  he  stalked  ibrth;  at  first  it  answered  very 
well,  and  frightened  many;  but,  on  a  nearer  approach,  he 
was  discovered,  and  carried  in  his  disguise  to  the  em- 
peror, who  kept  him  and  his  accomplices  to  grace  his 
triumph. 

Pilgrim.  Thus,  1  perceive,  wickedness  ever  meets 
with  its  match.  No  counsel  or  stratagem  is  of  any  avail 
against  the  Lord.  But  what  followed  before  Titus  left 
the  city? 

Cleophas.  He  caused  it  to  be  totally  destroyed,  and 
razed  all  the  remains  of  the  walls.  Gates,  towers,  palaces, 
walls  of  the  temple,  and  other  edifices  were  pulled  down,  that 
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for  weeks  together  the  whole  city  was  involved  in  a  cloud 
of  dust.  Even  the  very  Romans  v/ondered  at  the  strength 
and  firmness  of  the  baildings;  for  in  many  places  their  pick- 
axes, and  all  their  other  instruments,  could  scarcely  make 
any  impression.  The  demolition,  howevei',  was  not  discon- 
tinued, till  they  had  levelled  all  the  streets  like  a  field,  and 
here  and  there  thrown  the  stones  in  heaps,  now  overrun  with 
nettles,  which  at  first  you  so  much  wondered  at. 

Thus,  as  Jesus  had  foretold,  \vhen  v/e  were  with  him  on 
the  mount  of  Olives,  not  one  stone  of  the  temple  was  left  on 
another.  Three  towers,  namely,  Mariarane,  Phasaelus,  and 
Hippicus,  were  by  Titus'  orders  preserved  as  monuments  of 
what  a  strong  city  had  been  reduced  by  the  Roman  arms: 
and  you  still  see  how  lofty  and  grand  they  appear,  though 
now  only  a  haunt  of  crows,  owls,  and  bats. 

Thus,  son,  you  see  this  desolated  city,  which,  from  the 
time  of  JMelchisedec,  its  first  founder,  had  stood  about  two 
thousand  years;-  and  since  its  destruction  it  is'  now  thirty- 
seven  years;  for  I  was  then  eighty-three  years -of  age,  and  I 
am  now  very  near  a  hundred  and  twenty;  so  that  I  have  seen 
it  in  its  prosperity,  declension,  and  ruins.  I  have,  with  minq 
own  ears,  heard  its  destruction  foretold;  and  with  my  eyes 
have  seen  the  dismal  accomplishment  of  that  prediction, 
which  I  have  related  to  you  at  large.  Likewise  I  have  com- 
municated to  5^ou  what  I  heard  from  my  parents,  or  have 
read  in  the  sacred  books,  that  you  might  have  a  complete 
connected  account.  And  now  I  think  1  have  fully  discharged 
the  duty  of  civihty  to  you,  with  regard  to  your  question 
which  you  asked  me,  with  no  little  amazement,  when, 
walking  about  the  city,  nothing  met  your  eye  but  heaps 
of  stones,  mossy  ruins,  broken  pillars,  grassy  streets,  burned 
walls,  and  towers.  And  I  would  hope  you  also  are  entirely 
satisfied. 

Pilgrim.  O!  father,  great  is  my  obligation  to  you  for 
all  your  information!  I  now  perceive  that  I  needed  not  to 
have  wondered  so  much  at  these  heaps  of  stones,  overgrown 
with  nettles;  at  these  ruined  edifices;  nor  at  any  thing  else 
which  I  see  here.  1  wish  my  memory  may  faithfully  retain 
what  you  have  been  at  so  much  pains  in  relating  to  me,  and 
every  thing  in  its  order  and  succession  of  time:  at  least  the 
substance,  1  hope,  I  shall  never  forget.  But,  however  amply 
you  have  answered  my  first  question,  and  thus  removed  my 
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amazement  at  these  ruins,  yet  I  find  in  myselfa  great  curiosity 
of  knowing  what  farther  befel  the  Jews  during  the  course  of 
the  thirty-seven  subsequent  years. 

—  ■  r 
Cleophas.     You  should  allow  me  some  rest.     My  heart 
is  perfectly  pierced  at  rehearsing  the  calamities  of  my  coun- 
trymen:   and  would    you   add    to    my  anguish,  by  urging 
me  to  a  farther  recollection  of  this  afllicting  subject? 

Pilgrim.  Father,  I  sympathize  with  you  most  heartily. 
You  never  have  shed  any  tears,  but  mine  have  stood  in  my 
eyes;  and  the  emotions  I  observed  in  you,  have  frequently 
atTected  me  in  a  very  strong  manner.  Yet,  methinks,  1  should 
not  part  from  you  thoroughly  satisfied,  without  being  made 
acquainted  with  what  followed.  Who  knows  what  im- 
provement and  benefit  may  be  reaped  from  such  know- 
ledge? 

Cleophas.  Benefit  being  what  you  have  in  view,  I  will 
re-assume  the  thread  of  my  story.  The  remainder  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerusalem,  to  the  number  of  ninety-seven  thou- 
sand, Titus  carried  away  prisoners.  Imagine  the  wild,  mel- 
ancholy looks;  some  missing  their  fathers,  some  their  mo- 
thers, some  their  wives,  some  their  children,  some  their  bro- 
thers; their  city  and  country  desolated:  and  ^themselves 
dragged,  bound  between  fierce  lions,  whose  rage  their  obsti- 
nacy had  kindled,  and  expecting  nothing  but  death  or  slavery, 
which,  indeed  proved  their  fate;  some  in  the  public  shows 
of  the  Romans,  being  thrown  in  to  wild  beasts;  some  com- 
pelled 1o  fight  body  for  body,  till  one  was  killed;  some  were 
to  run  through  fire  till  the  flames  disabled  them;  some  put 
to  other  ignominious  and  cruel  deaths.  The  handsome 
youths  and  girls  were  reserved  for  the  triumph,  whilst  the 
others  were  sold  as  slaves,  and  so  cheap,  that  one  small  silver 
piece  purchased  thirty  Jews:  a  just  punishment  for  having, 
with  thirty  such  silver  pieces,  bought  Jesus,  whose  worth  was 
above  all  worlds!  In  every  town  the  Jews  were  hated,  insult- 
ed, and  sometimes  openly  killed. 

The  Roman  commanders,  whom  Titus  left  in  Judea,  re- 
duced the  whole  country,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  their 
fenced  cities,  as  Macheru,' where  John  the  Baptist  was  be- 
headed.     The  innocent  blood  of  that  harbinr^er  of  Christ 
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seemed  now  to  cry  for  vengeance;  above  three  thousand 
Jews  being  there  put  to  the  sword  in  a  wood,  in  endeavoring 
to  escape.  But  at  Massada  it  was  still  worse:  for  being, 
with  their  chief,  Eleazar,  reduced  to  the  last  extremity,  they, 
at  his  instigation,  first  murdered  their  wives  and  children, 
who  stood  before  them  trembling  and  crying,  then  fell  on 
one  another,  at  the  same  time  setting  fire  to  the  town;  that 
all  the  Romans  found  in  this  wretched  place  was  a  heap  of 
ashes  and  rubbish  covering  putrid  carcasses,  except  a  woman 
and  five  children,  who  had  secreted  themselves.  Thus  was 
the  whole  country  subdued  and  brought  under  the  Roman 
dominion.  Simon  the  son  of  Gioras,  John,  together  with 
several  of  their  most  active  partizans,  were  carried  to  Rome 
and  exposed  to  the  hootings  of  the  people  at  Titus'  triumph. 
Simon,  after  being  dragged  through  the  Forum  or  Market 
place  at  Rome,  was  bastinadoed  and  executed.  Thus  ended 
the  glory  and'  power  of  the  Jewish  nation. 

Pilgi'im.  But  have  they  no  hope  that,  one  day,  the  city 
of  Jerusalem  and  the  temple  shall  be  rebuilt,  and  shine  in 
their  former  lustre,  as  after  the  Babylonish  captivity? 

Cleophas.  They  are  in  expectation  of  something  of  a 
Messiah,  who  is  to  restore  their  kingdom:  but  it  is  all  delu- 
sion: for  already  several  designing  impostors  and  fanatics 
have  appeared,  pretending  to  be  the  deliverers  of  the  people, 
and  were  joined  by  no  small  numbers,  but  it  always  came  to 
nothing  and  ever  will,  for  the  prediction  of  Daniel  standeth 
sure,  "  That  to  the  consummation  of  things,  the  rain  shall 
pour  on  the  desolate  city."  Then  Jesus,  v/ho  is  the  true  and 
the  only  Messiah,  and  whom  they  rejected,  has  expressly  de- 
clared, "  That  their  houses  shall  be  left  desolate;"  for  such 
kingdoms  God  will  not  restore.  His  kingdom  is  a  heavenly 
kingdom,  which  cndureth  for  ever,  and  where  all  believers 
shall  be  gathered  together.  This  is  our  credence,  hope,  and 
consolation;  this  is  all  we  look  after  in  this  world;  whilst  the 
Jews,  in  their  ambitious  expectation  of  another  monarchy  on 
earth,  will  be  utterly  disappointed.  Remain  they  shall  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  but  never  recover  their  ancient  kingdom. 
No  promise  of  temporal  grandeur  is  made  to  the  people  of 
God;  their  portion  here  seems  to  be  contempt,  distress,  and 
persecution.     It  is  the  road  Christ  has  trod  before  us;  and 
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very  little  else  have  we,  his  followers,  met  with  in  our  pil- 
grimage. 

Pilgrim.  What  do  you  talk  of  persecutions,  father!  I 
concluded  there  was  an  end  of  all  such  violences,  on  the 
overthrow  of  the  Jewish  kingdom.  Have  there,  then, 
been  any  other  tyrants,  than  among  the  Jews!  I  thought  that 
they  only  were  God's  enemies,  and  Jej;usalem  had  been  de- 
stroyed purely  on  that  account.  V 

Cleopkas.  How!  Have  you  forgot?  I  told  you  we 
were  slaughtered  like  sheep  by  the  Roman  emperors,  and 
that  many  of  the  apostles  had  suftei'ed  in  the  Pagan  coun- 
tries. The  Jews,  indeed,  were  the  first  incendiaries,  and 
their  guilt  the  greater  as  the  divine  light  had  shone  among 
them;  but  their  rancor  communicated  itself  to  the  heathens, 
''vho  showed  us  no  mercy.  To  think  what  numbers  suffered 
znartyrdoni  under  the  savage  tyrant,  the  emperor  Nero,  who 
was  the  first  Pagan  persecutor,  then  under  Domitian,  and 
now  again  under  Trajan!  It  is  impossible  to  give  a  detail  of 
the  several  cruelties  exercised  by  Nero's  insatiate  rage.  First, 
out  of  mere  hatred  and  enmity  to  the  Christians,  he  set  the 
■  :ity  of  Rome  on  fire,  and  played  on  the  harp  whilst  he  was 
viewing  the  conflagration,  then  •  gave  out  that  it  had  been  a 
plot  of  the  Christians^  as  a  pretence  for  persecuting  them; 
and  persecuted  they  were  with  unheaYd  of  inhumanity. 

It  was  a  branch  of  the  public  games  to  let  wild  beasts 
loose  against  them.  Sometimes  they  were  sewed  up  in  the 
hides  of  beasts,  and  thus  torn  to  pieces  by  dogs.  It  was  cer- 
tain there  never  was  a  more  sanguinary  wretch  than  this  same 
Nero;  he  caused  his  mother  Agrippina  to  be  ripped  up,  and 
put  to  death  the  celebrated  Seneca,  once  his  tutor,  with 
many  more  of  the  principal  men  at  Rome. 

Such  wanton  cruelty  lessens  our  amazement  at  his  proce- 
dures against  the  Christians,  or  that  he  should  condemn  the 
holy  apostles  to  torturing  deaths,  or  that  by  his  command, 
Paul,  that  zealous  servant  of  God,  had  his  head  struck  off  by 
a  sword  on  the  road  to  Ostium;  or  that  he  should  confer  re- 
wards on  any,  who  apprehended  or  murdered  any  Christians 
distinguished  tor  any  rank  or  abilities.'  His  own  nearest 
relations,  his  most  faithful  friends,  fell  victims  to  his  sus- 
picions, or  even  his  humors;  then  what  could  Christiaois  ex- 
pect? 

24 
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Pilgrim.  You  mentioned  Christians  being  sewed  up  m 
the  hides  of  beasts;  but  this  was  a  wild  beast  in  the  figure  of 
a  man. 

Cleophas.  We  had  no  better  treatment  from  Domitian; 
who,  in  his  youth,  sliowed  a  cruel  turn  of  mind,  amusing 
himself  with  stabbing  flies  with  a  needle;  and,  in  his  riper 
years,  he  was  never  better  pleased  than  at  seeing  executions, 
and  those  generally  very  iniquitious  and  cruel,  but  chiefly  ex- 
ecutions of  Christians;  and  in  him  this  was  not  more  the  ef- 
fect of  ci-ueity  than  arrogance:  for,  affecting  the  title  of  Lord 
and  God,  he  could  not  bear  that  any  other  should  be  styled 
so;  and  the  Christians  refusing  to  comply  with  his  pride,  as 
it  is  only  to  Jesus  Christ  that  such  an  appellation  belongs, 
his  fury  in  destroying  them  became  the  more  violent.  He 
likewise  endeavored  to  extirpate  every  one  of  the  lineage  of 
Davidj  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  coming  of  the  true  Mes- 
siah, whom  the  Jews  still  expected  from  that  family.  Some 
were  burned,  some  hanged,  some  crucii'ied,  some  flayed,  some 
broiled,  many  were  scorched  to  death  in  a  brazen  bull,  par- 
ticularly the  good  Antipas  at  Pergamos;  and  John,  the  last 
surviving  of  the  apostles,  v/as  boiled  in  oil;  Timothy,  who 
had  been  such  a  dih!gent  assistant  to  Paul,  was  stoned  to 
death  in  the  temple  of  Diana  at  Ephesus.  Some,  as  Attil- 
lius  Glabroi,  at  Rome,  were  set  to  fight  against  wild  beasts. 
To  be  only  banished,  or  drivea  from  one's  home,  was  a  par- 
ticular favor;  and  this  was  the  case  of  Ignatius,  bishop  of 
Antioch;  he  has  ventured  to  return  to  his  flock;  but  so  many 
snares  are  laid  for  him,  that  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended 
he  will  soon  come  to  a  violent  death;  for  he  is  an  undaunted 
follower  of  the  apostles,  in  the  holiness  of  their  hves  and  zeal 
to  propagate  the  truths  of  salvation,  and,  I  am  sure,  will  readi- 
ly partake  of  their  most  severe  sufferings.  It  was  after 
such  excellent  men  that  the  strictest  search  was  made.  Fla- 
via  Domicilla,  his  own  sister's  daughter,  was  banished,  with 
a  mixed  multitude,  to  the  island  of  Pontus;  and  the  apostle 
John,  after  his  miraculous  deliverance  from  the  cauldron  of 
boiling  oil,  was  obliged  to  abscond  into  the  isle  of  Patmos: 
some  were  condemned  during  life  to  the  mines,  or  other 
hard  labor,  which  was  a  cutting  stroke  to  their  wives  and 
children,  as  now  for  ever  deprived  of  their  husbands  and  fa- 
thers.    The  Jews  also  were  so  oppressed  by  this  merciless 
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emperor,  that  they  had  scarce  a  basket  left  to  go  a  begging 
with;  and  happy  was  he  who  had  a  truss  of  hay  to  sleep  on. 
But  this  was  nothing,  or  rather  indulgence,  to  what  the 
Christians  suffered;  many  were  dragged  from  their  beds  to 
execution;  others  wandered  about  the  deserts,  lived  in  cav- 
erns, amidst  hunger,  thirst,  and  every  distress,  clad  in  sheep 
and  goats'  skins,  as  the  refuse  and  offscouring  of  the  earth. 
Oh!  son,  were  I  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  all  his  horrid  acts  of 
inhumanity,  the  strange  sufferings  invented  against  Christians, 
it  would  take  up  many  days.  *  * 

Pilgrim.  It  is  a  melancholy  circumstance  that  man  is 
susceptible  of  such  depravity;  but  pray,  father,  did  these  ty- 
rants die  peaceably  in  their  beds?  .  ', 

Clcophas.  Nero,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  l)is  reign,  but 
when  not  thirty-tv/o  years  old,  execrated  by  all,  and  under- 
standing that  there  was  a  design  against  his  life,  in  despair 
stole  out  of  the  city  and  stabbed  himself.  Domitian,  after 
sitting  twelve  years  on  the  imperial  throne,  was  murdered 
in  his  palace,  whilst  reading- a  letter  delivered  to  him  by  the 
assassins;  and  such  was  the  abhorence  of  him,  that  his  name 
v/as  erased  out  of  all  records,  and  the  statutes  erected  in  ho- 
nor of  him  every  where  pulled  down. 

Pilgrim.     Did  this  put  an  end  to  the  persecutions? 

Cleophas.  Under  Ncrva,  his  successor,  the  Christians 
had  a  short  respite..  He  was  a  most  mild  and  gracious 
prince.  All  exiles  were  permitted  to  return,  than  which  no- 
thing could  give  greater  joy  to  Christian  churches  and  fami- 
lies. The  venerable  John  returned  from  the  Island  of  Pat- 
mos  to  Ephesus,  where  he  v/as  received  with  the  warmest 
effusions  of  love.  Ignatius  again  saw  himself  v/ithin  his  be- 
loved Antioch.  Thus  also  they,  who  had  been  condemned 
to  the  mines,  and  forced  to  seek  refuge  in  deserts,  now  in- 
terchanged embraces  with  their  joyful  families,  thanking  and 
praising  God.  But,  alas!  of  short  continuance  was  this  joy. 
For  scarce  had  this  good  emperor  reigned  a  year  and  a  half; 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Trajan,  who  now  sits  on  the 
throne.  Under  him  the  persecutions  have  broken  out  in  all 
their  former  cruelty:  there  is  the  same  killing,  burninf^,  and 
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hanging  as  ever;  not  a  day  passes,  but  we  hear  of  such  a 
one  put  to  the  torture,  another  imprisoned,  and  all  his  sub- 
stance confiscated;  another  burned,  another  beheaded,  ano- 
ther crucified,  and  so  on;  and  this  having  already  been  the 
course  these  eight  years  past,  we  can  scarce  hope  for  better 
times;  that  is  known  only  to  God,  in  whose  hands  we  are. 
As  for  us,  we  hold  ourselves  daily  in  readiness  for  whatever 
may  befall  us. 

Pilgrim.  Is  this  emperor,  then,  such  a  tyrant  as  thosc^ 
you  w^ere  speaking  of? 

Cleophas.  That  is  not  an  improper  question;  yet  it  must 
be  answered  in  the  negative;  for,  as  to  morality,  he  is  as  good 
an  emperor  as  ever  can  be. 

Pilgrim.  That  surprises  me,  for  I  cannot  reconcile  th& 
persecution  of  innocent  people  Vvith  goodness. 

Cleophas.  You  must  know,  son,  that  the  vv'orld  in  the 
height  of  its  wisdom,  cannot  comprehend  the  mysteries  of 
God.  This  emperor  is  possessed  with  a  prejudice,  that  we 
arc  a  profane  set  of  people,  because  we  do  not  vrorship  the 
gods  of  other  nations;  you  remember  Noah  told  you  of  the 
beginning  of  idolatry;  you  have  also  heard  from  me,  that  se- 
veral famous  nations  have  paid  divine  worship  to  Jupiter^. 
Venus,  Pallas,  Vesta',  Saturn,  Pluto,  and  many  more,  as  di- 
vinities; and  this,  time,  by  the  addition  of  entertaining  fa-, 
ble^j'has  so  rivctted  in  the  minds,  that  temiples  have  been 
^cted,  and  sacrifices  offered  to  them,  as  overruling  the 
world,  and  conferring  on  mankind  the  favors  which  they,  in 
reality,  derive  from  the  one  God,  the  Creator  of  heaven  and 
earth:  and  for  our  ascribing  these  to  the  only  God,  and  deny- 
ing those  fictitious  divinities,  we  are  persecuted  as  a  profane 
generation.  Accordingly  on  any  public  calarnity,  as  a  pesti- 
lence, famine,  earthquake,  frequent  fires,  or  long  continuance- 
of  unseasonable  noxious  weather,  the- blame  is  laid  on  us. 
All  this,  they  say,  is  owing  to  the  gods  not  having  their  due 
offerings;  they  are  offended  at  such  neglect  of  them,  and 
therefo're  are  we  punished.  To  such  false  prepossessions, 
it  is  owing  that  we  are  despised  and  hated  by  all  men;  and 
that    magistrates,  otherwise  worthy  men,  such  as,  for  in<- 
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stHnce,  is  this  emperor,  think  it  a  point  of  duty  to  persecute 
us. 

Pilgrim.  But  do  not  your  mortified  life,  and  your  holy 
walking,  evince  the  falsity  and  injustice  of  such  prepos- 
sessions'^ 

Cleophas.  Our  enemies  have  been  very  industrious  to 
paint  us  in  the  very  worst  colors,  and  throw  at  us  all  the 
slander  human  malice  can  invent.  They  give  out  that  in 
our  societies,  which  are  often  held  by  night,  many  abomina- 
ble transactions  are  committed,  and  this  imputation  the  Pa- 
gan priests  are  not  wanting  to  second,  with  aggravations,  be- 
fore their  magistrates;  of  whom,  however,  some,  who  were 
not  for  taking  things  on  trust,  found,  from  their  own  obser- 
vations and  inquiries,  the  case  very  different;  and  it  is  but 
very  lately,  that  Pliny,  governor  of  Bythinia  in  Asia,  wrote 
to  the  emperor  in  commendation  of  the  Christians,  and  even 
expresses  his  admiration  of  their  innocence,  purity,  and  phi- 
lanthropy: "  They  hurt  nobody,  (says  he,)  they  have  a  cus- 
tom of  meeting  early  in  the  morning,  and  pray  and  sing 
hymns  to  their  God;  with  many  other  commendable  actions, 
and  rules  of  behavior;  that  he  had,  therefore,  thought  pro- 
per to  suspend  all  severities  against  the  Christians."  The 
emperor  hereupon,  ordered,  indeed,  that  no  search  should 
be  made  after  Christians;  yet,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
who  were  in  prison  should  be  put  to  death.  The  persecu- 
tions, however,  were  not  entirely  discontinued,  and  if  in  any 
places  they  were  relaxed,  it  was  owing  to  the  humanity 
of  some  particular  governors;  those  of  a  less  compassion- 
ate disposition  sometimes  acted  the  hypocrite,  and  with 
much  seeming  concern  would  say,  "  It  is  the  emperor's 
edict  which  puts  you  to  death,  and  not  1."  Thus  under 
a  pretence  of  duty  to  the  sovereign,  many  valuable  lives 
were  taken  away,  with  circumstances  of  insult  and  cru- 
elty. 

Pilgrim.     That  was  sad,  indeed. 

Cleophas.     I  should  bewail  them  night  and  day,  did  not 
these  sufferings  afford  just  matter  of  great  joy. 

Pilgrim.     What  joy  can  hanging,  burning,  beheading, 
24* 
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and  the  like  cruelties  afford?  Were  it  only  confiscation  of 
goods  and  banishment,  can  any  one  take  pleasure  in  the 
tears  of  widows,  and  the  ejaculations  of  little  destitute  or- 
phans? 

Cleophas.  The  tears  of  us  Christians  bring  advantages 
infinite  with  them.  ,  * 

Pilgrim.  1  own  myself  still  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  your 
meaning. 

Cleophas.  Son,  I  have  lived  in  several  persecutions;  1 
have  also  seen  intervals  of  quiet;  and  what  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  humility,  the  devotion,  the  mortification  to 
this  world,  which  persecution  produced  in  us!  We  lived  by 
moderate  labor;  our  food,  drink,  and  clothing,  were  plain  and 
simple,  and  thatched  huts  our  dwellings,  as  became  those  who 
professed  themselves  pilgrims  on  earth.  There  was  no  hoard- 
ing up  of  worldly  substance;  every  one  distributed  his  sur- 
plus among  the  poor;  we  kept  open  table  with  a  cordial 
cheerfulness;  we  had  our  private  meetings  in  woods,  and  se- 
questered pits  and  caverns;  to  be  present  at  which  we  grudg- 
ed no  fatigue,  rejoicing  to  see  each  other's  face.  Barns  and 
lofts  were  more  pleasing  to  us  than  all  the  magnificence  of 
Solomon's  temple.  01  the  sweet  offices  of  devotion  which 
were  celebrated,  the  heavenly  raptures  which  swelled  our 
hearts  in  those  squalid  places!  Thither  in  their  white  vest- 
ments, emblems  of  their  purity,  came  our  priests  to  comfort 
and  instruct  their  flocks;  and  if  any  strangers  felt  the  divine 
impulse,  and  desired  to  be  incorporated  with  us  by  baptism, 
what  tears  of  joy,  what  ecstacy,  what  love  were  seen  through- 
out the  whole  society!  All  the  powers  of  our  souls  had  sha- 
ken off  every  worldly  shackle  and  incumbrance;  we  stood  in 
habitual  readiness,  as  it  were,  with  our  wings  stretched  out  to 
take  our  flight  to  heaven.  Many  have  I  myself  known,  who 
longed  for  their  execution,  as  the  blessed  instant,  when,  de- 
livered from  this  world  of  sin  and  sorrow,  they  should  be 
transported  to  the  converse  of  their  beloved  bridegroom  Je- 
sus Christ,  that  neither  fire,  sword,  nor  wild  beasts  could  in- 
timidate them.  What  do  I  say?  intimidate;  they  were  ra- 
ther more  stimulated  to  face  those  instruments  of  death  and 
torture.  Indeed  to  them  they  are  only  cathartic  medicines 
against  the  corruptions  of  nature;  and  which,  so  far  from  an- 
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swering  ihe  scope  of  our  enemies,  augment  the  number  of 
Christians,  that  it  is  become  a  common  saying,  The  Mood  of 
martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  church. 

Pilgrim.  This  was  an  attachment  and  ardor,  of  which 
mere  nature  seems  scarcely  capable;  I  hope  it  did  not  cool  in 
the  times  of  freedom. 

Cleophas.  Alas!  no  sooner  were  the  persecutions  discon- 
tinned,  and  edicts  published,  allowing  Christians  the  unmo- 
lested exercise  of  their  religion,  than  this  intenseness  began 
to  relax.  Security  gave  rise  to  various  projects.  One  be- 
took himself  to  trade,  another  bought  a  field,  which  he  con- 
verted into  an  orchard,  another  turned  farmer,  and  all  eager 
to  enlarge  their  dealings  and  add  house  to  house;  others  gave 
themselves  up  to  other  occupations;  all  alike  slaves  to  the 
things  here  below.  Then,  instead  of  devotion  and  heavenly- 
mindedness,  their  thoughts  began  to  turn  on  the  elegancies 
of  life,  how  much  was  required  to  support  such  a  manner  of 
living;  then  fortunes  were  to  be  provided  for  their  children, 
that  they  might  live  like  themselves.  In  short,  the  mind  be- 
came polluted,  perplexed,  and  encumbered.  If  by  the  indul- 
gence, our  assemblies  were  more  crowded,  a  strange  cold- 
ness, inattention,  and  even  some  levity,  was  remarked;  it 
was  but  too  plaui,  that  many  came  rather  out  of  form  and 
custom  than  from  anything  of  a  devout  disposition;  and  bro- 
therly love,  for  which  we  were  remarkable,  began  to  cool. 
They  who  before  rejoiced  to  relieve  their  poor  brethren,  clo- 
sed their  hands;  their  love  of  money  was-  more  prevalent  in 
them  than  the  love  of  souls;  gain  was  preferred  to  godliness, 
and  poverty  became  a  reproach;  in  short,  the  universal  aim 
was  to  be  rich;  yet  fatal  to  many  did  riches  prove,  exposing 
them  to  the  enticements  of  the  world.  Christians  began  to 
court  the  favor  of  the. great,  to  solicit  for  employments,  to 
affect  the  fashions,  to  build  fine  houses,  to  vary  their  dress, 
to  give  entertainments,  to  hate,  to  envy,  to  wish,  to  hope,  to 
fear,  and  all  about  these  perishable  things  of  sense;  which, 
in  the  times  of  persecution,  we  did  not  esteem  worth  a  seri- 
ous thought.  They,  who  before  took  joyfully  the  spoiling  of 
their  goods,  would  now  have  risked  their  lives,  or,  at  least, 
have  made  use  of  any  artifice  or  prevarication  to  save  them: 
Humility,  poverty  of  spirit,  and  patience,  without  which  all 
religion  withers  or  is  vain,  were  thrown  aside.     You  must 
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think,  son,  what  a  detriment  this  was  to  our  holy  assembhes, 
by  the  hstlessness,  the  dissipation,  the  self-love,  the  affecta- 
tion of  superiority,  the  contests  which  spread  among  us. 
The  above  mentioned  Pliny,  who  had  ventured  to  write  to  the 
emperor  Trajan,  in  favor  of  the  Christians,  observing  this  de- 
generacy, advised  him  to  indulge  them  in  a  full  liberty,  and 
then  they  would  fall  away  of  their  own  accord!  A  deep 
fetched  counsel!  For  certainly,  there  is  no  poison  so  dan- 
gerous to  incautious  man,  as  ease,  luxury,  and  a  full  fruition 
of  this  world.  ^»  ^ 

Pilgrim.  But  your  ecclesiastics  should  strenuously 
preach  against  such  excesses,  and  not  give  over  till  they  are 
rooted  out.  They  should  exhort,  urge,  and  threaten,  that  the 
people  may,  as  far  as  possible,  guard  against  those  diseases 
of  the  soul.  •    ,  '    .,1^, 

Cleophas,  O!  son,  there  is  no  want  of  that.  We  have 
as  much  preaching,  exhorting,  and  remonstrating,  as  in  the 
persecuting  times.  The  sermons  may  be  said  to  be  more 
learned,  the  places  of  worship  more  large  and  commodious, 
and  the  congregations  more  numeroue  than  in  the  times  of 
affliction.  But  what  signifies  all  this?  Ease  rivets  the  love 
of  the  world  in  our  heart.  The  very  ecclesiastics  themselves, 
one  after  another,  slip  into  the  mire.  How  many  have  I 
known,  whose  vehemence  has  turned  to  a  supineness!  Hands, 
which  once  wrote  letters  breathing  a  devout  energy,  are  now 
taken  up  with  books  of  accounts.  The  feet  which  neither 
dark  nights  nor  foul  weather  could  detain  from  hastening  to 
the  meetings  of  the  believers,  now  assiduously  tread  the  ex- 
change. The  tongue  which,  like  a  torrent,  poured  forth  the 
praise  of  God,  now  talks  of  news,  bargains,  and  the  worldly 
concerns  of  others.  At  the  distributions,  and  our  feasts  of 
love,  the  poor  sit  confused  and  dejected,  at  the  overbearing 
deportment  of  the  wealthy,  instead  of  the  cordial  sociality 
always  observed  on  such  occasions.  Hence,  grudgings,  en- 
vyings,  and  heart-burnings,  a  decay  of  benevolence,  variances 
in  the  churches;  and,  did  not  God  sometimes  chastise  his 
people  with  the  sword  of  persecution,  who  knows  to  what 
lengths  they  might  be  carried  by  such  earthly-minded  eccle- 
siastics, what  innovations  they  might  introduce,  and  whether 
a  general  apostacy  may  not  be  impending  over  us!  Yet,  I 
trust  that  God,  being  the  Father  of  mercies,  will  preserve  his 
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church  {I'orn  so  dreadful  an  evil;  and  that  safety,  and  devotion, 
and  ease,  and  piety,  may  emhrace  each  other. 

Pilgrim.     But,  father,  I  cannot  think  that  all  your  ec- 
clesiastics were  affected  with  the  contagion  of  case. 

Clecphas.  No,  no;  that  would  have  heen  very  bad,  in- 
deed. I  spoke  only  of  the  generality.  I  am  not  ignorant  of 
the  steady  piety  of  some  pastors,  as  Ananias  of  Alexandria, 
who  died  about  one  and  twenty  years  since,  and  his  succes- 
sor Abilias,  who,  in  the  most  dangerous  times,  bahaved  with 
unshaken  magnanimity;  and  his  death  did  not  disgrace  his 
life.  He  was  succeeded  by  Cordon,  who  now  presides  over 
the  church  there,  v.'ith  exemplary  piety.  There  is  also  Ign- 
4ius  of  Antioch;  1  scarce  know  his  equal  for  sanctity  and  a 
wellrtempered  zeal.  With  what  affection,  yet  with  what  ve- 
hemence, he  urges  his  flock  to  constancy  in  these  awful  tim.es  1 
And  he  himself  expects  that,  pursuant  to  the  emperor's  cruel 
edict,  he  shall  very  soon  be  apprehended  and  dragged  to  execu- 
tion. What  shall  I  say  of  the  good  Poly  carp,  vv^ho,  as  successor 
to  his  instructor  the  blessed  apostle  John,  governs  the  church 
at  Smyrna  with  niost  salutary  wisdom?  The  church  of  Hiero- 
polis  is  very  happy  under  Papias  and  Quadratus.  two  bright 
luminaries,  who  communicate  to  them  v/hat  they  had  heard 
from  the  apostles,  and  what  the  Holy  Ghost  still  performs  by. 
them,  and  with  a  paternal  tenderness  feeds  them  witii  the  food: 
of  life.  I  need  not  enlarge  on  the  character  of  Clem.ent  of 
Rome,  disciple  of  Paul,  or  of  others,  their  care  and  diligence 
to  walk  in  the  steps  of  their  predecessors  being  conspicuous 
to  every  eye.  Oh!  how  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  the  prophets 
walking  amidst  the  churches!  What  elocution  and  erudi- 
tion are  heard  there!  How  solemnly  the  remaining  v/rit- 
higs  of  the  apostles  are  read,  together  with  the  epistles  of 
glorious  martyrs  composed  amidst  the  horrors  of  a  prison! 
Such  effusions  of  contrite  tears!  Such  prayers  and  liymns! 
The  serious  preparations  there  made  for  the  day  of  death, 
whatever  it  may  be,  whether  on  a  cross  or  a  gibbet,  in  a  fire 
or  a  bed.  Oh!  the  hoary  apostle  John,  who  has  survived  all 
the  rest  of  that  venerable  band,  and  whom  in  my  younger 
years  I  knew  a  boy!  How  was  I  affected  with  his  last  ad- 
monition to  his  flock,  whom  he  always  termed  his  dear  child- 
ren, which  was  only  to  love  one  another;  and  this,  indeed, 
is  the  bond  of  perfection,  as  we  daily  experience  among  our- 
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sect.  Happy  me,  if  my  sheep  here,  within  this  ruined  city 
of  Jerusalem,  thrive  under  my  care,  as  those  of  Smyrna 
have  under  his  ministry.  It  is  nov/  seven  years  since  they 
lament  the  loss  of  him;  and  as  for  my  discharge  from  the 
pastoral  ofiice,  I  hope  the  great  Shepherd  will  provide  an 
able  successor.  The  person  I  recommended  to  them  is  Jus- 
tus, a  man  of  indefatigable  zeal  and  irreproachable  morals: 
long  has  he  been  my  fellow  laborer.  And  now,  son,  it  is  full 
time  that  I  return  to  my  duty  over  the  little  fold  committed 
to  my  charge  forty  years  ago,  soon  after  the  martyrdom  of 
the  blessed  apostle  James  the  Less.  I  have  already  spent 
four  days  with  you,  and  endeavored  to  satisfy  you  in  all 
5'our  several  questions.  The  evening  being  now  pretty  far 
spent,  intimates  to  us  to  repair  to  our  homes. 

Pilg7'im.  It  would  be  rude,  father,  to  detain  you  any 
longer;  yet  I  could  willingly  have  asked  a  question  or  two 
about  those  apostolic  writings,  which  you  mentioned  to  be 
read  in  your  congregations;  who  were  the  authors  of  them, 
and  with  whom  were  they  deposited?  i 

Cleophas.  You  seem  inclined,  son,  to  lead  me  on  from 
one  subject  to  another.  They  have  been  collected  from 
various  places,  Corinth,  Rome,  Ephesus,  Philippi,  Colosse, 
and  others,  and  lately  digested  into  one  volume.  In  four 
of  them  3^ou  Avill  meet  with  a  much  fuller  and  clearer  ac- 
count of  the  history  of  Jesus  than  I  have  given  you.  The 
lirst  is  vv'ritten  by  the.  apostle  Matthew;  the  second  by 
I^Iark,  a  disciple  of  Peter;,  the  third  by  Luke,  a  companion 
of  Paul;  the  fourth,  which  was  not  become  public  till 
about  ten  years  ago,  we  owe  to  that  aged  apostle  John, 
as  likewise  a  book  full  of  mysteries,  which  he  wrote  dur- 
ing his  solitude  in  the  isle  of  Patmos.  The  other  writings 
arc  in  number  twenty-two,  mostly  written  by  St.  Paul  to  the 
churches  of  those  times-,  and  carefully  kept  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  posterity.  I  recommend  them  to  your  perusal;  you 
will  therein  find  the  truth  of  every  particular  I  have  told  you 
concerning  our  religion.  Now  be  so  good  as  to  lend  me 
your  hand  over  these  rugged  heaps  of  stones,  that  I  may 
return  to  my  dwelling.      , 

Pilgrim.    Instead  of  wondering  that  your  limbs  are  some- 
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thing  stiff  at  your  great  age,  I  rather  wonder  that  you  are  able 
to  walk  at  all. 

Cleophas.  Yes,  son^  you  may  easily  conceive  how  it 
must  be  with  such  a  one  as  I,  who  have  lived  in  the  reigns 
of  twelve  successive  emperors,  being  born  in  the  thirty-first 
of  that  of  Augustus,  and  was  seven  and  twenty  years  of  ago 
at  Tiberius'  accession  to  the  throne,  under  whom  Christ  was 
crucified,  and  the  gospel  had  its  beginning,  in  this  unhappy 
city.  In  my  forty-eighth  year  Tiberius  was  succeeded  by 
Caligula,  the  first  author  of  the  calamities  in  Judea,  and  first 
persecutor  of  Christians.  Three  years  after,  Claudius  cam© 
to  be  emperor,  and  under  him  the  gospel  v/as  every  where 
openly  preached,  and  the  evangelical  writings  drawn  up  and 
transcribed.  In  my  sixty-fifth  year  began  the  reign  of  the 
unnatural  tyrant  Nero,  whose  cruelty  discharged  itself,  in  a 
very  horrid  manner,  on  the  apostles,  the  Christians  indis- 
criminately, and  the  whole  country  of  Judea.  My  eightieth 
year  shows  the  three  reigns  of  Galba,  Otho,  and  Vitellius; 
then  began  the  reign  of  Vespasian,  which  lasted  ten  years, 
and  stands  famed  for  the  total  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and 
dispersion  of  the  Jews,  as  I  have,  at  large,  related  to  you. 
In  my  ninetieth  year,  his  son  Titus,  a  prince  of  excellent 
moral  qualities,  succeeded  him,  but  before  three  years  were 
at  an  end,  he  is  supposed  to  have  been  poisoned  by  his  bro- 
ther Domitian,  under  whom  broke  out  a  most  terrible  perse- 
cution against  the  Christians  in  all  places.  In  the  hundred  and 
eighth  year  of  my  age  the  good  Nerva  succeeded  to  the  em- 
pire, and  under  him  we  enjoyed  an  unmolested  tranquillity; 
but  in  my  hundred  and  eleventh  year  news  came  of  the  de- 
cease of  that  worthy  emperor;  however,  that  the  crown  had 
been  conferred  on  Trajan,  from  whose  virtues  we  might  ex- 
pect the  like  gracious  indulgence.  In  the  beginning  of]  hia 
reign  St.  John  died  at  Ephesus:  and  it  is  now  eight  years 
since  this  moral  emperor  has  drawn  the  sword  of  persecution 
against  us;  when  he  will  sheath  it,  is  known  only  to  him 
who  knoweth  all  things;  but  I,  who  have  nearly  reached  the 
age  of  Moses,  expect  nothing  but  to  die  by  the  hands  of  vio- 
lence, as  Jesus  my  Lord;  thus  passing  the  same  way  into  a 
blessed  eternity.  ' 

Pilgrim.  May  all  your  wishes  be  answered,  father;  long 
shall  I  think  on  what  1  have  heard  from  ycu.    The^e  broken 
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walls,  these  massy  stones,  these  great  eminences,  with  the 
foundations  of  palaces  here  and  there  projecting  out  of  them, 
and  chiefly  those  lofty  towers,  will  often  bring  to  my  mind 
what  you  have  told -me  of  the  frightful  calamities  and  destruc- 
tion of  this  city.  Sion  hill  will  remind  me  of  the  kingdom 
of  David,  Moriah  of  the  building  of  the  temple.  Calvary  of 
the  crucifixion  of  Jesus,  mount  Olivet  of  his  ascension,  the 
ruins  of  Bethlehem  of  his  birth,  the  broken  Fountain  Gate  of 
his  entrance  into  Jerusalem,  Bethany  of  his  abode,  and  the 
whole  country  of  his  journeys,  also  of  many  circumstances, 
whi.o^,.f  ou  have  related  to  me  concerning  the  patriarchs,  pro- 
phets ^and  apostles:  and  how  should  I  have  known  what  all 
these  tilings  nieant,  had  it  not  been  for  your  kind  information? 
Great  is  the  benefit  and  delight  of  conversmg  with  men  of 
age  and  wisdom;  for  your  relations  have  not  only  eased  me 
of  the  perplexity  and  amazement  I  was  under,  at  the  first  sight 
of  these  orand  ruins,  but  given  me  a  clear  insight  of  the  course 
•of  the  divine  Providence,  both  in  the  things  which  I  heard 
from  Adam  and  Noah,  and  those  of  which  you  have  given  me 
60  perspicuous  and  so  regular  an  account.  I  perceive  God's 
goodness  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  divme  promises,  his 
v.'isdom  in  the  economy  of  them,  his  power  m  bringing  to 
ncuo-ht  the  mighty  ones  of  the  earth,  his  justice  in  the  punish^ 
ment  of  the  wicked,  and,  lastly,  his  unsearchable  mercies  to- 
wards those  who  sincerely  love  and  serve  him.  Your  narra- 
tive will  ever  be  a  fund  of  edifying  reflections  to  me;  it  will 
lead  me  from  the  shadow  to  the  real  substance;  it  will  with- 
draw my  afifections  from  earthly,  and  raise  them  to  heavenly 
fi-uitions.  Thus,  father,  being  under  the  highest  obligations 
to  you,  it  is  my  fervent  wish,  though  without  any  doubt,  that 
you  may  shine  in  glory  with  Jesus,  the  hope  of  our  salvation; 
also  that,  though  now  we  are  going  to  be  ^separated  in  body. 
we  may  meet  again  in  the  mansions  of  eternal  felicity. 

Cleophas.  Thank  you,  son:  and  I  rejoice  in  the  benefit 
which  you  have  already  received  from  my  narrative;  and  I 
hope  that,  by  reflection,  meditation,  and  prayer,  you  will 
make  a  farther  advancement,  in  order  to  which,  I  wish  you 
every  blessing  from  the  Father  of  lights,  and  the  Giver  of 
every  good  gift,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


EXTRACT       I   f  > 


FROM   "THE   PRINCIPLES   OF    CHRISTIAN   PHILOSO- 
PHY,"  BY  JOHN  BURNS,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 


OF  THE    MEANS  BY    WHICH  A  FUTURE    STATE    OF  HAPPINESS 
.    ,  IS    PROCURED. 

As  our  hopes  and  prospects  here  are  limited,  and  must  be 
terminated,  as  the  world  itself,  which  we  now  inhabit,  is  to 
l>e  destroyed,  it  becomes  us,  as  rational  creatures,  at  all 
times,  to  consider  ourselves  as  intended  for  another  state,  and 
diligently  to  inquire,  how  it  was  procured,  and  still  is  to  be 
obtained.  Into  a  future  state  all  must  enter,  and  the  time  is 
)iot  left  to  their  own  choice.  Men,  though  engrossed  with 
J.liis  life,  must,  nevertheless,  admit  that  they  are  to  leave  it. 
x\either  power,  nor  wealth,  nor  the  aid  of  man  can  prolong 
their  stay,  more  than  these  can  control  the  laws  of  nature,  or 
check  the  heavenly  bodies  in  their  course.  Many  may  have 
neglected  this  first  principle  of  philosophy.  They  may  nei- 
ther have  prepared  for  their  permanent  existence,  nor  thought 
about  it,  but  enter  upon  it  they  must,  some,  after  repeated 
and  prolonged  warnings,  others,  v/ithout  tlie  intimation  of  a 
single  hour. 

In  the  Scriptures,  we  are  clearly  informed,  of  the  way,  in 
which  this  new  world  was  procured,  and  man  saved  from  the 
punishment  of  sin.  We  bless  God,  that  in  this  our  dark  and 
ignorant  state,  he  hath  been  pleased  at  divers  times  and  in 
sundry  manners,  to  grant  us  a  revelation  of  his  will  respect- 
ing us,  and  full  intimations  regarding  every  thing  which  is 
essential  to  our  salvation.  This  revelation,  and  these  inti- 
mations, are  contained  in  that  most  inestimable  book  called 
the  Bible,  which  all  wise  and  good  men  acknowledge'  as  the 
word  of  God,  and  as  the  only  certain  source  of  information 
in  religion.  We  there  learn,  that  Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  un- 
25 


290  MEANS    OF    PROCURING 

dertook  the  salvation  of  the  human  race,  in  a  way  that  neither 
men  nor  angels  could  have  conceived,  and  that  devils  them- 
selves, could,  scarcely,  have  been  so  presumptuous  as  to  sup- 
pose. This  method  consisted  in  nothing  less  than  his  un- 
dertaking to  become  a  man,  and  to  bear  the  punishment  due 
to  men.  This  was  twofold,  the  death  of  the  body  and  the 
death  of  the  soul,  that  is,  its  banishment  from  God,  its  priva- 
tion of  all  enjoyment.  He  accordingly  did  die  for  our  sake, 
and  was  forsaken  of  God  in  our  stead.  His  gracious  offer 
was  accepted,  and  no  glory,  no  happiness,  man  is  hereafter  to 
enjoy,  can  be  too  great  to  repay  the  mighty  price.  This 
great,  this  astonishing  event,  the  incarnation  and  vicarious 
suffering  of  the  second  person  in  the  Trinity,  was,  equally 
with  the  fall  of  Adam,  foreseen  and  arranged  in  the  eternal 
counsels  of  the  Godhead,  before  the  creation  of  the  earth. 
Therefore,  in  one  view,  we  may  look  upon  this  world  as  call- 
ed into  existence,  in  order  to  be  the  place,  v/here  Christ 
should  display  and  magnify  the  power  and  glory  of  God. 
For,  all  other  events  which  ever  have  occurred,  since  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  or  which  shall  happen,  even  till  the 
end  of  time,  shrink  into  nothing,  when  compared  with  the 
history  of  redemption.  Alas!  that  any  man,  that  all  men, 
should  think  so  little  of  that,  which  involves  a  world's  fate,  of  . 
that,  in  which  they  are  so  deeply  interested.  There  maist  • 
have  been  a  period  when  God  alone  existed,  and  when  there  - 
were  neither  angels  nor  heavens.  Even  then,  all  respecting 
this  world,  v/as  Ibresee^i  and  determined.  But  it  was  not 
till  after  the  fall  of  man,  that  the  eternal  purpose  of  the  God- 
head ^vas  revealed.  Had  Adam  continued  innocent,  he  had 
continued .  happy,  and,  with  Eve,  possessed  this  world  in  its 
best  estate.  But  he  did  not  remain  innocent,  and  it  was 
foreseen  that  he  would  not  rem.ain  so.  Being  lefl  to  the 
freedom  of  his  own  will,  he  fell,  and  satan,  doubtless,  exult- 
ed-in  the  ruin  he  had  accomplished,  ♦and  rejoiced  v.- hen  he 
heard  the  fair  work  of  God,  pronounced  to  be  cursed,  for  the 
sake  of  man,  whom  he  had  deluded.  But  on  this  very  por- 
tion of  God's  creation,  on  which  the  enemy  had  exercised  his 
power,  and  which  he  hoped  to  retain,  for  ever,  under  his  domi-  # 
nation,  was  to  be  exhibited,  to  the  whole  host  of  intelligent 
beino-s,  the  glory  of  that  God,  whose  pov/er  he  had  dared,  and 
whose  work  he  had  hoped  to  destroy.  On  that  orb,  which  he 
desired  to  seize,  or  to  see  blotted  for  ever  out  of  existence, 
were  to  be  displayed  the  glory  and  the  power,  and  the  whole 
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perfection  of  the  Godhead,  in  a  way  which  angels  had  not 
heretofore  seen,  and  which  it  could,  far  less,  have  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive.  For,  hehold,  not  only 
the  fallen  pair  are  rescued  from  his  power,  but  from  them- 
proceeded,  after  their  restoration,  a  numerous  progeny,  mil- 
lions of  whom,  instead  of  only  one  pair,  arose  to  glorify  God; 
and  from  this  offspring  proceeded,  at  length.  Him  who  was 
to  destroy  the  serpent.  The  moment  man  fell,  Jesus  began 
his  mediatorial  ofhce,  which  was  new  in  heaven,  and  beheld 
with  astonishment  and  praise  by  all  the  angelic  host.  From 
that  instant,  man  could  no  longer  approach  to  God,  nor  did 
God  communicate  with  man,  but  through  the  intermedium  of 
Jesus.  This  mediatorial  agency,  of  the  Son  of  God,  has  ex- 
isted from  that  time,  and  shall  endure  till  the  termination  of 
all  things,  when  the  glorious  work  of  redemption  shall  be  ac- 
complished, and  the  last  saint  be  gathered  from  the  earth. 

By  anticipation,  the  obedience  and  sufferings  of  Jesus, 
benefited  Adam,  and  also  his  posterity,  previous  to  their  ac- 
tual performance  and  endurance.  But,  during  all  this  period 
it  was  ordained  that  an  innocent  animal  should  be  sacri- 
ficed by  m.en,  to  intimate  that  they  deserved  death,  and  were 
only  saved  by  the  death  of  another.  Now,  the  blood  of  bulls 
or  of  goats,  could,  in  itself,  be  of  no  eflicacy  in  cleansing 
from  sin.  It  could  be  of  no  avail,  unless  as  a  prefiguration  of 
the  sacrifice  of  Jesus.  The  simple  sacrifices  of  the  patri- 
archs, and  the  more  complex  rites,  and  ordinations,  of  the 
Mosaic  law,  merely,  in  so  many  different  ways,  showed  forth 
the  expiation  of  sin,  by  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ.  At  a  very 
early  time,  w^e  find  a  memorable  evidence,  of  the  intention  of 
sacrifices,  in  the  history  of  Cain  and  Abel.  Cain,  in  a  self- 
righteous  spirit,  offered  unto  God  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  as  a 
token  of  thankfulness  for  food  and  raiment,  and  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  providence,  but,  virtually,  denying  any  need 
of  a  propitiation  for  sin.  Abel,  brought  the  firstlings  of  his 
fiock,  giving  their  life  for  his  own,  and  presenting  their  blood 
as  a  vicarious  expiation.  The  answer  of  God  to  Cain  is  de- 
cisive— "if  thou  doest  well,  shalt  thou  not  be  accepted?" 
How  important  was  this  to  Cain,  and  how  instructive  to  us! 
Let  those  who  deny  the  necessity  of  an  atonement,  those  who 
trust  in  their  own  righteousness,  or  in  the  mercy  of  God, 
placed  in  opposition  to  his  justice,  reflect  on  the  declared 
terms  of  acceptance.  If  such  men  do  nothing  but  good,  shall 
they  not  be  accepted?     But  if  they  do  not  it  behoves  them  to 
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consider  the  sad  alternative;  and  one,  who  may  be  supposed 
to  know  the  matter  well,  has  declared,  "  there  is  none  good, 
no  not  one." 

The  sacrifice  of  animals,  in  the  early  ages,  must  have  been 
of  divine  institution,  but  the  exact  measure  of  knowledge, 
which  the  offerers  had,  respecting  the  future,  and  more  im- 
portant sacrifice,  which  they  prefigured,  it  is  not  possible  for 
us  to  determine.  We  know  that  they  all  offered  them,  as  a 
propitiation  for  sin,  and  as  an  acknowledgment  that  they 
could  only  be  accepted  by  the  shedding  of  blood,  without 
which  there  v/as  no  remission  of  sin.  We  now,  by  the  glo- 
rious light  of  the  gospel,  perceive  more  clearly  the  true  value 
of  these  sacrifices,  and  enter  into  the  reasoning  of  the  apostle 
Paul,  "  For  the  law,  having  a  shadow  of  good  things  to  come, 
and  not  the  very  image  of  the  things,  can  never  with  those 
sacrifices,  which  they  offer  year  by  year  continually,  make 
the  comers  thereunto  perfect."  "  For  it  is  nof  possible  that 
the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats  should  take  away  sin."  Un- 
der the  Mosaic  law,  a  most  lively  representation,  of  the  great 
and  ultimate  sacrifice,  was  made,  by  the  high-priest  slaying  a 
bullock,  and  sprinkling  the  blood  before  the  mercy-seat. 
Thereafter,  he  took  two  goats,  and  having  slain  the  one,  and 
sprinkled  the  blood,  as  had  been  done  with  the  blood  of  the 
bullock,  he  made  an  end  of  "  reconciling  the  holy  place." 
Then,  he  laid  his  hand  on  the  live  goat,  and  confessed,  over 
him,  the  iniquities  of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  sent  him 
away  to  the  wilderness.  Paul  explains  this  solemn  sacrifice, 
after  he  had  noticed  the  necessity  of  the  high-priest  entering, 
every  year,  into  the  holiest,  or  second  tabernacle,  by  saying, 
"  But  Christ  being  come  an  high-priest  of  good  things  to  come, 
by  a  greater  and  more  perfect  tabernacle,  not  made  with 
hands,  that  is  to  say,  not  of  this  building,  neither  by  the 
blood  of  goats  or  calves,  but  by  his  own  blood,  he  entered  in, 
once,  into  the  holy  place,  having  obtained  eternal  redemption 
for  us." 

The  sacrifice  of  the  paschal  lamb,  was  a  still  more  striking 
representation,  of  the  efficacy  of  the  blood  of  Jesus.  The 
first  time  he  was  slain,  his  blood  which  was  sprinkled  on  the 
doors,  preserved  the  eldest  child,  whilst  in  all  those  houses 
where  this  mark  was  not  found,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  de- 
stroyed the  first-born.  In  like  manner,  Christ,  who  is  our 
passover,  is  sacrificed  for  us.  He  was  slain,  at  the  very  time, 
of  the  celebration  of  the  Jewish  passover.     Whosoever  is 
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Paradise.  The  second  point  in  the  history  of  Jesus  is,  that 
he  submitted  to  death  also,  in  our  name  and  behalf,  thus 
enduring  that  punishment  wliich  was  due  to  us,  death  of  the 
body  and  being  forsaken  by  God.  The  divine  nature  could 
not  sutler,  but  his  human  frame  suffered  in  an  extreme  degree, 
and  his  soul  sustained  an  agony,  of  which  we  can  have  no 
conception,  when  he  made  it  an  offering  for  sin.  The  third 
point  is,  that  Jesus  declared  that  if  he  went  not  away,  if  ho 
did  not  die,  the  Holy  Spirit  would  not  come  to  his  disciples, 
and  without  the  communication  of  the  Spirit,  Christ  had  ap- 
peared in  vain.  The  sufferings  of  Jesus  must  never  be  con- 
sidered without  remembering  the  promise  of  the  Spirit,  for 
Christ  delivers  not  only  from  the  punishment  of  sin,  but  also 
from  its  tyranny,  destroying  in  the  heart  of  man,  by  his 
Spirit,  its  love  and  power.  Every  Christian,  then,  in  con- 
templating the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  when  through  the  eternal 
Spirit  he  offered  himself  as  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  and  satisfied  the 
justice  of  a  holy  God,  must  believe  that  he,  thereby,  receives 
an  imputed  righteousness,  an  imputed  punishment,  and  a 
sanctifying  Spirit.  The  three  fundamental  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity, therefore,  are  the  atonement,  imputed  compliance  with 
the  whole  law  of  God  in  a  perfect  degree,  and  regeneration. 
The  redemptory  work  of  Christ,  determined  by  God,  be- 
fore the  foundation  of  the  world,  had  in  successive  ages^  been 
predicted  by  his  prophets,  and  the  circumstances  attending  it 
minutely  foretold;  many  occurrences  in  the  patriarchal  ages, 
many  events  in  the  history  of  the  Jewish  nation,  all  the  most 
important  ceremonies  and  sacrifices  of  the  dispensation  given 
by  Moses,  sferved  as  types  or  figures  of  the  Messiah.  At 
sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners,  the  Spirit  of  God  spake 
by  the  holy  prophets,  predicting  those  things  which  should  pre- 
cede, accompany,  and  succeed  the  death  of  our  Redeemer. 
The  hour  had  now  arrived,  when  Jesus,  having  given  to  men 
a  holy  example,  and  obeyed  in  all  things  the  law  of  God,  hav- 
ing communicated  to  his  disciples  and  hearers,  a  more  perfect 
system  of  morals  and  spiritual  instruction,  than  had  been  done 
before,  having  preached  the  gospel  to  the  poor,  and  fulfilled  all 
those  things  which  were  foretold,  as  happening  before  his 
death,  was  to  enter  upon  his  agony.  He  had,  during  his 
public  ministry,  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  restored  hear- 
ing to  the  deaf,  made  the  lame  to  walk,  and  recalled  the 
dead  to  life.  He  had  testified  that  in  him  was  fulfilled  the 
writing  of  Isaiah,  "  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me,  because 
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he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  poor,  he  hath 
sent  me  to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  to  preach  deliverance  to 
the  captives,  and  recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at 
liberty  them  that  are  bruised,  to  preach  the  acceptable  year 
of  the  Lord."  He  knew  that  now  he  was  to  go  to  Jerusalem, 
where  he  must  needs  suffer  many  things,  and  be  killed.  He 
had  expressly  desired  his  disciples,  whom  he  sent  to  prepare 
for  the  celebration  of  the  passover,  to  say,  "  My  time  is 
come,"  and  to  his  heavenly  Father  he  had  addressed  himself 
in  prayer,  "  Father,  the  hour  is  come."  In  the  garden  of 
Gethsemane,  he  entered  en  his  atoning  sufferings.  He  had, 
in  a  covenant  of  mercy,  undertaken  to  bear  the  sins  of  man, 
and  the  punishment  of  God's  displeasure.  But  till  now,  al- 
though, in  his  human  nature,  a  man  of  sorro^vs,  he  had  never 
known  or  felt  the  deep  horror  of  a  sinner,  in  the  presence  of  a 
holy  God.  His  soul  was  indeed  sore  amazed,  and  in  the 
bitterness  of  his  grief,  he  prayed  that  if  it  w^ere  possible,  the 
cup  of  suffering  might  pass  from  him.  "  Being  in  agony  he 
prayed  more  earnestly;"  and  why  was  that  holy  soul  thus 
agonized.  There  can  be  no  suffering  without  sin,  and  if 
now,  we  find  this  man  of  sorrows  overwhelmed  with  deep 
and  inexpressible  agony,  and  praying  more  earnestly  for  de- 
liverance and  support,  surely  he  must  either  have  been  a 
sinful  creature,  or  must,  in  truth,  have  been  bearing  the  guilt 
and  sustaining  the  punishment  of  others.  From  the  very 
agony  alone,  we  are  not  only  assured  of  the  doctrine  of  an 
atonement,  but  of  the  divinity  of  our  Savior.  For  had  he  been 
a  mere  created  being,  similar  to  the  angels  or  to  Adam,  he 
must  have  been  called  into  existence  by  the  Creator,  with 
the  foreknowledge  and  express  design,  that  he  should,  with- 
out any  choice  on  his  part,  be  made  an  ollering  for  sin.  But 
by  the  mysterious  union,  which  no  one  can  understand,  of 
two  natures,  Christ  was  able,  without  injustice  on  the  part  of 
God,  or  mere  passive  obedience  on  the  part  of  a  spotless  and 
unresisting  creature,  to  say,  "  Lo,  I  come  to  do  thy  will,  to 
reconcile  the  attributes  of  justice  and  mercy,  and  to  magnify 
the  law  and  make  it  honorable."  Inconceivable  love  on  the 
part  of  God!  Shall  man  look,  with  indifference,  on  this  dark" 
spot  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  whilst  angels  behold  with 
amazement  the  work  of  redemption?  Shall  man,  alone,  dis- 
regard the  depth  of  this  agony,  and  the  love  and  the  mercy 
of  a  suffering  Redeemer?  Let  those  who  would  know  how 
hateful  sin,  though  betokened  by  only  one  transgression,  is 
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washed  with  his  blood  shall  never  perisli,  but  he  on  whom 
it  is  not  found,  shall  be  destroyed,  as  certainly  as  the  first 
born  of  the  Egyptians. 

Beside  these  solemn  sacrifices,  and  the  particular  tres- 
pass offerings  made  by  individuals,  it  was  an  express  ordi- 
nance of  the  Lord,  that  the  priest  should  "  offer  every  day, 
a  bullock  for  a  sin  offering,  for  atonement,"  and  two  lambs, 
day  by  day  continually,  the  one  for  a  morning,  and  the  other 
for  an  evening  sacrifice.  This  was  to  be  done  "  at  the  door 
of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  before  the  Lord,  where 
I  will  meet  you,"  "  and  then  1  will  meet  with  the  children  of 
Israel,  and  the  tabernacle  shall  be  sanctified  by  my  glory." 
Paul,  addressing  the  Hebrews,  tells  them,  in  allusion  to  this 
ordinance,  "  every  priest  standing  daily  ministering,  and  of- 
fering oftentimes  the  same  sacrifices,  which  can  never  take 
away  sins;  but  this  man,  after  he  had  offered  one  sacrifice 
for  sins,  for  ever  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  For,  by 
one  offering,  he  hath  perfected,  for  ever,  them  that  are  sanc- 
tified." And,  speaking  of  the  sticcession  of  priests  who 
made  an  atonement  for  the  people,  he  informs  them  that 
*'  this  man,  because  he  continueth  forever,  hath  an  unchange- 
able priesthood.  Wherefore,  he  is  able  to  save  them,  unto 
the  uttermost,  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  seeing  he  ever 
liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them." 

In  every  period  of  the  world,  during  the  patriarchal  age, 
the  Mosaic  economy,  and  the  Christian  dispensation,  there 
has  been  only  one  way  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  one 
way  of  procuring  the  Holy  Spirit,  without  whose  influence, 
neither  Antediluvian,  Jew,  nor  Christian,  could  be  sanc- 
tified. The  mere  offering  of  a  sacrifice,  could  no  more  save 
the  Jew,  than  the  mere  acknowledgment  of  the  atonement 
made  by  Jesus  Christ,  can  save  the  Christian.  There  must 
have  been,  in  all  acceptable  worshipers,  a  conviction  of 
sin,  a  hearty  desire  after  forgiveness,  a  purpose  of  reforma- 
tion, a  steady  dependence  on  the  promised  mercy  of  God, 
through  the  shedding  of  blood  as  an  atonement,  and  a  recep- 
tion of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Whilst  the  patriarchal  and  Jewish 
worshiper,  looked  on  the  blood  which  flowed  from  the  inno- 
cent victim,  and  then  upon  its  lifeless  body,  he  saw  and  ac- 
knowledged the  punishment  which  he  deserved,  and  the  vica- 
rious method  of  his  escape.  The  devout  men  of  old,  when 
engaged  in  the  solemn  sacrifice,  and  seeing,  though  darkly, 
the  prefiguration,  formed  one  part  of  that  worshiping 
25* 
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church,  which  now  contemplates  with  faith  and  hope,  the 
great  and  everlasting  atonement,  made  on  the  cross  at  Cal- 
vary, with  all  the  blessings  \vhich  flow  from  it.  We  are  all 
one  in  Christ,  and  saved  by  his  blood  alone,  and  form  a  por- 
tion of  that  glorious  assemlDly,  in  heaven,  which  is  before  his 
throne.  Even  here  on  earth,  we  have  cur  part  and  lot  with 
patriarchs,  and  prophets,  and  apostles,  and  all  the  holy  men, 
who,  of  old,  hoped  in  him  who  has,  now,  confirmed  his  cove- 
nant of  grace  and  mercy  with  them,  in  everlasting  blessed- 
ness. 

Leaving,  then,  these  types  and  ceremonies,  we  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  great  sacrifice  which  Christ 
offered  "  to  put  away  sin,"  after  which  he  entered  "into 
heaven  itself,  now  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for 
us." 

From  the  Scriptures,  v/hich  are  the  only  sources  of  our 
knowledge  in  relii^ion,  we  learn  in  the  most  decided  Ian- 
guage,  that  there  are  three  persons  in  the  Godhead,  though 
only  one  nature,  Father,  Son,  and  Floly  Spirit.  For  the  re- 
demption of  man,  the  Son  took  to  himself  the  body  and  the 
soul  of  a  man,  and  appeared  ■  in  this  world  at  the  appointed 
time.  Fie  differed  from  afl  mankind,  inasmuch  as  his  hu- 
man soul  was  free  ifrom  sin;  pure,  and  holy  as  that  of  Adam 
at  his  creation.  But  he  differed  still  more  in  this,  that  the 
m^an  Jesus  Christ,  had  also  the  divine  nature,  concealed 
under  his  human  form. 

Three  important  points  are  to  be  attended  to,  in  the  his- 
tory'of  Jesus.  The  first  is,  that  during  the  whole  course  of 
his  life  here,  he  continued  in  a  state  of  unspotted  innocence 
and  perfect  obedience.  This  he  did  in  our  name  and  behalf, 
performing  fully  that  which  Adam  failed  to  do.  He  submit- 
ted to  be  tempted  of  the  devil,  that  he  might  withstand  that 
to  which  our  first  parents  yielded.  He  was  subjected  to  the 
ordinary  temptations  of  life,  being  in  all  points  tempted  as 
we  are,  yet,  in  all,  he  maintained  spotless  purity,  his  soul 
being  filled  with  love  to  God,  hatred  to  sin,  a  supreme  desire 
to  obey  the  divine  law,  to  do  the  work  of  his  Father  in  heaven, 
and  to  promote  his  honor  and  glory.  From  first  to  last, 
he  maintained  that  perfect  obedience,  those  pure,  and  holy 
thoughts  and  desires,  those  sentiments  and  inclinations,  ex- 
actly belonging  to  his  situation,  so  that  no  part  of  the  law,  or 
of  the  will,  of  God  was  broken  or  disregarded.  He  acted, 
then,  as  Adam  ought  to  have  done,  in  order  to  continue  in 
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in  the  sight  of  God,  look  to  the  sufferings  of  the  Messiah. 
Let  it  not  for  one  moment  he  supposed,  that  had  there  been 
no  sinner  but  Adam,  and  no  transgression  but  tlie  first  one 
on  the  record  of  Scripture,  the  propitiation  should  not  have 
been  required,  and  the  Son  of  God  should  not  have  endured 
his  agony  in  the  garden,  or  his  bitter  sorrow  on  the  cross, 
when  he  made  an  expiation  for  sin.  And  let  the  man  who 
pleads  guilty  only  to  what  he  calls  a  venial  act  of  sin,  con- 
sider that,  by  that  admission,  he  is  unlit  to  appear  in  the 
presence  of  God,  and  learn  from  the  overwhelming  agony  of 
the  holy  Jesus,  when  he  had  sin  imputed  to  him  in  the  sight 
of  God,  what  the  agony  and  horror  of  the  sinner  himself 
must  be,  when  he  appears  before  a  God  of  purity,  and  finds 
himself  for  ever  unfit  for  remaining  in  his  presence. 

But  now  the  agony  in  the  garden  is  over,  now  is  the  Son 
of  man  delivered  into  the  hands  of  sinners,  to  suffer  the  cruel 
mockings  and  scourgings  predicted  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 
All  things  are  prepared  for  the  mysterious  and  solemn  ca- 
tastrophe. On  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first  month,  corres- 
ponding to  Friday,  the  third  day  of  April,  the  day  appointed 
for  slaying  the  paschal  lamb,  Jesus  was  numbered  with  the 
transgressors.  At  "  the  third  hour,"  or  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  he  was  nailed  to  the  cross,  and  lifted  up,  according 
to  his  own  prediction,  and  the  type  employed  by  Moses  in 
the  wilderness.  Behold  now  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh 
away  the  sins  of  the  world.  Angels  and  archangels  sur- 
round the  cross,  and  ardently  contemplate  the  wondrous 
work  of  redemption.  All  heaven  is  filled  with  awe  and  so- 
lemn admiration;  man  alone  is  insensible.  For  three  hours 
the  power  of  hell  seems  to  prevail,  without  any  interruption, 
and  the  spectators  revile  and  deride  the  sufferings  of  the 
blessed  Jesus.  '*  He  saved  others,  himself  he  cannot  save." 
Cruel  mockers,  ye  have  said  the  truth,  he  is  pledged  to  suf- 
fer; himself  he  cannot,  will  not  save.  But,  behold,  amidst 
all  the  inhuman  taunting,  when  the  sun  has  reached  his  me- 
ridian height,  "  about  the  sixth  hour,"  or  noon,  darkness 
suddenly  overspreads  the  land,  and  for  three  hours,  bears 
witness  to  the  deep  distress  and  anguish  of  the  Redeemer's 
soul.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Jesus,  having  uttered 
with  a  loud  voice  these  remarkable  words,  "  My  God!  my 
God!  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?"  and  having,  in  com- 
pliance with  prophecy,  received  vinegar,  he  said,  "  It  is 
finished;"  "  and  when  Jesus  had  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  he 
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said,  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit,  and  hav- 
ing said  this,  he  gave  up  the  ghost."  "It  is  finished,"  a 
world  is  redeemed  from  the  power  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
hoped  again  to  undo  the  work  of  God.  The  promises  of  the 
Ahnight}^,  and  the  prophecies  of  his  servants,  had  all  a  ful- 
filment in  this  event,  and  yet  the  arch  deceiver  knew  so  lit- 
tle of  their  meaning,  that  he  promoted  their  accomplishment, 
and  tempted  Judas  to  betray  his  Lord  into  the  hands  of  those 
whom  he  hoped,  by  putting  him  to  death,  would  frustrate  the 
merciful  plan  of  God,  and  deliver  into  his  power  a  world  al- 
ready lying  in  wickedness.  Could  mortals  have  beheld  the 
principalities  and  powers,  who  surrounded  the  cross,  they 
would  indeed  have  seen  a  host  of  evil  spirits,  waiting  in 
eager  expectation  of  the  moment,  when  the  death  of  the  Mes- 
siah should  confirm  their  power,  and  shut  out  for  ever  the  hope 
of  mercy  from  man.  Jesus  has  not  yet  hung  so  long  on  the 
cross  as  to  exhaust  his  strength.  They  must  yet  wait  a  little 
longer  for  their  triumph,  but  they  wait  in  hope;  and  could 
the  hearts  of  the  fallen  angels,  ever  have  been  revisited  with 
aught  like  joy,  it  must  have  been  when  they  beheld  the  pro- 
mised Messiah,  in  the  bitterness  of  his  soul,  lamenting  that 
his  Father  had  forsaken  him,  and  when  they  had  the  near 
prospect  of  defeating,  for  ever,  the  mercy  of  God.  But  as 
they  pressed  nearer  the  cross,  rejoicing  in  the  sufferings,  and 
watching  with  impatience,  for  the  moment  wdien  the  Savior, 
exhausted  by  anguish,  should  yield  to  death,  behold  the  loud 
voice  is  uttered,  the  voice  of  confidence  and  victory,  Jesus 
pronounced  and  declared,  "  It  is  finished."  The  truth,  with 
the  rapidity  of  lightning,  now  bursts  upon  their  view;  they 
feel  that  they  have  been  working  to  their  own  destruction, 
that  Jesus  has  spoiled  principalities  and  powers,  and  made  a 
show  of  them  openly.  With  confusion  and  consternation, 
the  apostate  ranks  roll  back  fi^om  the  presence  of  the  Son  of 
God,  as  he  leaves  his  human  body,  and  is  again  visited  by  the 
joyful  light  of  his  Father's  countenance.  They,  who  had 
been  driven  from  heaven  in  captivity,  are  again  led  captive, 
whilst  the  gifts  of  grace  and  mercy  are  obtained,  for  the  re- 
bellious children  of  Adam.  Was  it  at  this  awful  moment, 
and  amidst  this  consternation  of  spiritual  wickedness,  that 
the  earth  was  convulsed  the  rocks  rent,  and  the  veil  of  the  f^ 
temple  torn  from  the  top  to  the  bottom?  The  Lamb  of  God 
has  now  been  sacrificed,  and  hangs  still  upon  the  cross.     To 
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fulfil  the  Scripture,  a  Roman  soldier  pierces  his  side  with  a 
spear,  and  lo!  another  prediction  is  accomplished:  a  stream 
of  blood  and  of  water  flows  from  the  wound.  In  that  day 
was  a  fountain  opened  for  sin  and  uncleamiess,  which  shall 
never  be  dried  up;  which  shall  continue  to  flow  till  the  last 
descendant  of  Adam  be  purified  from  his  iniquity,  and  till 
every  stain  be  washed  away  from  the  last  soul  which  shall 
be  brought  to  the  hallowed  stream.  Who  could  behold  these 
prodigies  without  exclaiming,  with  the  centurion,  "  Truly 
this  was  the  Son  of  God."  But  the  hearts  of  the  Jews  were 
hardened,  and  even  after  he  was  laid  in  the  grave,  a  guard 
was  placed  on  his  body.  The  morning  of  the  third  day  was 
approaching,  and  the  soldiers  still  surround  the  sepulchre, 
now  talking  of  their  military  exploits  and  glory  of  their  na- 
tion, now  passing  in  silence  by  the  {omb  of  the  Redeemer  of 
the  world.  The  Sabbath  is  not  yet  ended,  and  all  is  still. 
But,  lo!  the  morning  of  the  third  day  is  ushered  in,  and  sud- 
denly tlie  angel  of  the  Lord  appears  to  the  astonished  keep- 
ers. His  countenance  was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment 
^\'hite  and  shining.  He  appefired  not  silently,  but  descended 
with  thunder  and  in  majesty,  and  for  fear  of  him  the  keepers 
did  quake.  He  rolled  away  the  stone  from  the  mouth  of  the 
tomb  they  were  set  to  watch.  Jesus,  who  could  not  be  held 
of  death,  who  had  power  to  lay  down  his  life  and  to  take  it 
again,  came  forth,  in  spite  of  human  guards  or  infernal  spi- 
rits, and  with  him  came  many  saints  out  of  their  graves,  and 
went  into  the  holy  city  and  shov/ed  themselves. 

Who  does  not  believe,  that  had  he  beheld  all  these  things, 
he  would  have  fallen  down  and  ^.vorshiped,  giving  glory  to 
God.  But  he  who  knows  the  human  heart  better  than  man, 
hath  said,  that  those  who  do  not  believe  Moses  and  the  pro- 
phets, vrould  not  believe  although  one  were  to  rise  from  the 
dead.  The  Roman  soldiers  beheld  all  these  things:  they 
saw  the  angel;  they  heard  the  thunders.  He  whom  they 
were  set  to  watch,  came  forth  triumphant  from  thiC  tomb,  yet 
they  believed  not.  Tliey  indeed  fled  from  the  awful  place, 
but  they  remained  heathens;  they  fled  to  receive  a  bribe  to 
conceal  the  truth,  and  mislead  the  multitude.  Who  amongst 
us,  after  reflecting  on  the  insensibility  of  Jews  and  Romans, 
to  all  these  prodigies,  can  be  bold  enough  to  say,  that  he 
would  have  been  a  better  man,  or  a  more  zealous  Christian, 
had  he  actually  beheld  these  events,  in  place  of  merely  read 
ing  of  them.    If  any  proof  were  wanting  to  us  of  the  hardness 
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and  insensibility  of  the  human  heart,  if  any  evidence  were 
demanded,  of  the  soul  being,  since  the  fall,  spiritually  dead, 
we  have  only  to  consider  how  little  effect  was  produced,  by 
the  miracles  performed  by  Jesus,  by  the  events  which  took 
place  at  his  crucifixion,  and,  above  all,  the  conduct  of  the 
soldiers,  after  beholding  the  glorious  resurrection  of  the  bless- 
ed Savior.  This  is  a  consideration,  which  ought  not  to  be 
lightly  dismissed.  It  ought  to  make  every  wise  man,  anxious 
that  he  may  be  delivered,  from  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  and 
what  he  anxiously  desires,  he  will,  naturally,  earnestly  pray 
for.  If,  in  the  solemn  day  of  judgment,  it  be  more  tolerable 
for  Tyre  and  Sidon,  than  for  those,  who  would  not  listen  to 
our  Lord,  what  must  it  be  for  him  who  has  been  educated  in 
a  Christian  land,  who  has  had  no  prejudices  to  overcome, 
who  gives  a  speculative  assent  to  the  doctrines  of  salvation, 
but  who,  practically,  cares  for  none  of  these  things?  Ah! 
thoughtless  mortal,  be  for  one  moment  serious.  Reflect,  that 
in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  and  on  the  cross  of  Calvary, 
•Jesus  foresaw  that  at  this  time,  you  should  be  reminded,  that, 
for  the  sins  of  man,  he  endured  the  bitter  agony  of  his 
Father's  wrath,  and,  in  those  sad  moments,  knew  whether 
you  would  think  on  the  sorrow  he  felt,  and  the  love  he  mani- 
fested, or  turn,  with  indifference,  from  the  contemplation  of 
the  anguish,  of  that  holy  soul,  which  he  then  m^ade  an  offer- 
ing for  sin. 

After  reading  the  record  of  the  Messiah's  sufferings,  we 
naturally  inquire  into  their  end  and  object.  As  he  obeyed 
the  law  of  God,  which  we  had  broken,  and  suffered  in  our 
stead,  the  punishment  due  to  our  sin,  we  find,  that  this  right- 
eousness, and  that  atonement,  will  be  imputed  to  those,  v;ho, 
unreservedly,  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  a  propitiation, 
and,  with  cordial  faith,  are  willing  to  accept  of  him  as  a  Sa- 
vior. As  in  Adam  all  die,  so,  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made 
alive;  for  Jesus  hath  abolished  death,  in  its  formidable  sense, 
and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light.  It  is  this  glorious 
salvation,  then,  which  is  the  source  of  all  our  hope  and  joy, 
and  we  humbly  and  devoutly  acknowledge,  that  there  is  no 
other  name  given  under  heaven  among  men,  whereby  we  can 
be  saved.  We,  with  assured  confidence,  believe,  that  Jesus 
is  able  to  save  unto  the  uttermost,  all  who  come  unto  him. 

But  we  must  inquire,  a  little  more  minutely,  into  the 
means  of  salvation.  1  have  said  in  general,  that  Jesus  made 
a  full  and  comple  atonement  for  sin,  obeyed  the  law  of  God, 
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restored  us  to  the  favor  of  our  Creator,  and  has  gone  to  pre- 
pare a  place  for  us,  instead  of  this  world,  which  is  to  be  de- 
stroyed. How  is  this  redemption  accomplished  for  you,  for 
me,  as  individuals.  In  answer  to  this  question,  we  are  in- 
formed, that  Jesus  has  ascended  into  heaven,  to  plead  for  us, 
and  present  himself  as  our  sacrifice,  propitiation,  and  inter-  • 
cessor,  on  the  terms  of  a  covenant,  well-ordered  in  all  things 
and  sure.  He  sends  forth  his  Spirit  to  sanctify  the  individual, 
and  unite  him  to  himself,  so,  that  being  one  with  him,  he  be- 
comes interested,  in  all  that  Christ  has  done,  and,  therefore, 
is  accepted  by  the  Father,  even  as  Christ  is,  who  is  his  head, 
and  the  well  beloved  Son  of  the  Father.  It  was  the  earnest 
desire  of  the  apostles,  that  Jesus  might  continue  with  them. 
But  in  his  last,  and  most  affecting,  discourse  to  his  disciples, 
just  before  he  was  betrayed,  he  tells  them  that  his  time  was 
come,  and  when  sorrow  had  filled  their  hearts,  he  showed  the 
necessity  of  his  departure.  "  Nevertheless,  I  tell  you  the 
truth,  it  is  expedient  for  you  that  I  go  away,  for  if  I  go  not 
away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you."  "  I  go  to  pre- 
pare a  place  for  you."  Whilst  he  was  on  earth,  "  the  Holy 
Ghost  was  not  yet  given,  because  Jesus  was  not  yet  glorifi- 
ed." His  presence  in  heaven,  as  our  Mediator,  is  essential 
for  our  salvation:  it  was  declared  by  Jesus  to  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  procure  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  to  obtain  that  "  place" 
where  "  there  shall  be  no  more  curse,  but  the  throne  of  God 
and  of  the  Lamb  shall  be  in  it,  and  his  servants  shall  serve 
him,  and  they  shall  see  his  face."  The  Mosaic  dispensation, 
illustrates  or  prefigures  the  work  of  our  Lord  in  heaven,  for, 
the  high-priest  entered  into  the  holiest  of  the  tabernacle,  to 
present  the  blood  of  the  victim,  and  to  make  intercessioji. 
Now  this  tabernacle,  says  the  apostle,  was  a  pattern  of  the 
things  in  heaven,  whither  Jesus  lias  gone  to  appear  in  the 
presence  of  God  for  us. 

As  Jesus  became  the  substitute  of  the  human  race,  that 
race  can  only  be  accepted  through  him,  and  whoever  is  saved, 
can  only  be  saved  by  what  he  hath  done  in  his  name.  Jesus 
took  not  on  him,  says  Paul,  the  nature  of  angels,  but  he  took 
on  him  the  seed  of  Abraham.  The  seed  of  Abraham  then 
are  punished  in  the  person  of  Christ,  and  justified  in  the  per- 
son of  Christ.  But  this  is  not  all;  the  divine  Spirit  which 
dwelt  in  the  man  Jesus,  is  communicated  also  to  them,  to 
sanctify  and  unite  them  to  Christ,  making  them  a  part  of  his 
spiritual  body  and  partakers  of  the  divine  nature;  they  are 
26 
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made  sons,  even  as  Christ  is  a  Son,  being  adopted  as  children, 
and  permitted  to  call  God  their  Father.  The  Holy  Spirit  is 
given  to  them  to  quicken,  enlighten,  and  sanctify  them,  and 
to  join  them  to  the  Lord.  We  thus  read  in  the  epistles  of 
Paul,  "  God  sent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  un- 
der the  lavr,  to  redeem  them  that  are  under  the  curse  of  the 
law,  that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  sons;  and  because 
ye  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into 
your  hearts,  crying  Abba  Father,  wherefore  thou  art  no  more 
a  servant,  but  a  son,  and  if  a  son,  then  an  heir  of  God, 
through  Christ."  And,  in  another  place,  he  compares  the 
state  of  man  by  nature,  and  by  Christ  asserting,  that  those 
who  are  in  the  flesh,  that  is  merely  descendants  of  Adam, 
cannot  please  God.  But,  he  adds,  as  the  condition  of  Chris- 
tians, "  3^e  are  not  in  the  flesh,  but  in  the  Spirit,  if  so  be  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  you."  And  again,  "  He  that 
sanctitieth,  and  they  who  are  sanctified,  are  all  of  one,  for 
which  cause,  he  is  not  ashamed  to  call  them  brethren,  saying, 
Behold  I  and  the  children  which  God  hath  given  me."  Adop- 
tion and  sanctiiication,  then,  are  as  essential  doctrines  as  that 
of  justification;  they  are  the  necessary  consequences  of  the 
communication  of  the  Spirit.  It  follows,  also,  that  they  vv  ho 
possess  the  Spirit,  are  forever  safe,  as  no  power,  either  of  the 
devil  or  of  their  own  hearts,  can  prevail  over  the  Spirit.  They 
are  as  safe  on  earth,  as  they  shall  be  in  heaven.  The  great 
security  of  Christians  is,  that  every  thing  which  Christ  as  Re- 
deemer possesses,  is  possessed  by  them,  through  the  Spirit 
uniting  them  to  Christ.  They  suffer  in  him — they  are  right- 
eous in  him — they  are  holy  in  him — they  are  beloved  in  him 
— they  live  in  him — they  are  part  of  him,  and  possess  all  that 
his  human  nature  possessed.  The  divine  Spirit,  which 
dwelt  in  him,  dwells  also  in  them,  and  they  can  no  more  perish 
than  his  human  soul  can  perish.  They  are  changed  into  the 
image  of  Christ.  Had  Jesus  taken  on  him  the  nature  of  an- 
gels,  and  had  it  been  consistent  with  the  divine  perfection,  that 
man  had  been  thus  redeemed,  he  would  have  changed  his 
nature,  and  become  a  different  being  altogether,  even  an  an- 
gel. Forasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  children  are  partakers  of 
flesh  and  blood,  Jesus  also  took  part  of  the  same,  that  he 
might  redeem  man  in  the  form  of  a  man.  The  work  of  sanc- 
tiiication, is  truly  the  communication  of  tlie  Spirit,  and  the 
consequence  of  this  is,  that  the  same  mind  v/hich  v/as  in 
Christ,  is  in  the  Christian.     Sanctincation  may  be  considered 
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either  in  its  principle  or  effects,  or  absolutely  and  relatively. 
In  its  principle,  it  consists  in  the  presence  of  the  Spirit,  and 
in  this  absolute  view,  all  Christians  are  on  the  same  footing. 
In  its  effects,  however,  there  is  a  difference,  for  these  are 
more  powerful,  in  some  than  in  others,  and  are  so  ordered,  as 
to  bear  a  proportion,  to  the  efforts  of  the  Christian.  These 
effects,  appearing  in  the  conduct  and  aflections,  constituting 
what  may  be  called  relative  sanctilication,  are  never  carried 
to  perfection  in  this  life.  But,  nevertheless,  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  one  to  aspire  tov;ards  this  perfection,  by  consider- 
ing, how  Christ  would  have  acted  in  his  situation,  during 
every  mon^icnt  of  life;  for  they  who  profess  to  have  the  Spirit 
of  Christ,  must  also  have  the  principles  vv'hicli  actuated  his 
mind. 

If  this  doctrine  be  true,  and,  so  far  as  language  can  estab- 
lish principles  of  belief,  it  is  proved  to  be  true,  it  very  natu- 
rally follows  that  our  salvation  must  be  the  gift  of  God. 
"  Herein  is  love,  not  that  v/e  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us, 
and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins."  We  do 
not  first  love  God,  and  come  unto  him,  but  he  is  the  author, 
as  well  as  the  finisher  of  faith.  It  must  be  so,  otherwise  the 
language  of  Scripture,  respecting  the  depravity  of  the  heart 
and  enmity  of  the  mind  to  God,  and  the  soul  being  dead  in 
sin,  is  calculated  to  mislead  us,  and  give  rise  to  erroneous 
conclusions.  The  doctrines  of  election,  then,  may  be  de- 
duced from  the  apostolical  positions,  alread)'  laid  down,  and 
actually  is  so,  by  Paul,  in  his  letter  to  the  Ephcsians.  Re- 
minding them,  that  they  were  "  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins, 
and  had  walked,  according  to  the  course  of  this  v/orld,"  he 
concludes,  that  "  God,  who  is  rich  in.mercy,  for  his  great  love, 
where Vv'ith  he  loved  us,  hath  quickened  us  together  with 
Christ,  that  in  the  ages  to  come,  he  might  show  the  exceed- 
ing riches  of  his  grace,  in  his  kindness  towards  us,  through 
Christ  Jesus.  For  by  grace  are  ye  saved,  through  faith,  and 
that  not  of  yourselves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God."  Can  any  thing 
be  more  explicit  than  this.  But  the  same  apostle  in  this  let- 
ter not  merely  tells  the  Ephesians  that  they  were  saved  by 
grace,  but  also,  that  they  had  been  "  chosen  before  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world;"  and  well  might  he  maintain  this,  for 
Jesus  himself  had,  even  before  his  departure,  established  this 
doctrine.  In  his  memorable  prayer  to  the  Father,  before  he 
was  betrayed,  he  acknowledges  having  received  a  certain 
jiiiniber;  and-^  in  the  course  of  his  address,  uses  this  pointed 
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expression,  "  I  have  manifested  thy  name,  unto  the  men 
which  thou  gavest  me  out  of  the  world;  thine  they  were, 
and  thou  gavest  them  me."  "  I  pray  for  them,  I  pray  not 
for  the  world,  but  for  them  which  thou  hast  given  me."  There 
are  tv/o  descriptions  then  of  men,  one  for  whom  Jesus  doe& 
not  pra}-,  one  for  whom  he  does  not  intercede  as  their  Re- 
deemer, and  another  of  whom  he  saith,  "  for  their  sakes  I 
sanctify,  or  consecrate  myself,  that  they  also  might  be  sancti- 
fied through  the  truth."  Even  the  intercessory  prayer  on  the 
cross,  "  Father  forgive  them,"  cannot  be  considered  as  an 
unlimited  application,  in  behalf  of  the  Jews,  concerned  in  the 
crucifixion.'"  To  suppose  so,  would  be  to  believe  that  the 
prayer  of  Christ  was  not  at  all  times,  and-  in  every  case,  ef- 
fectual. For,  we  have  no  reason  to  hope,  that  every  individ- 
ual so  concerned,  was  spiritually  saved,  nor  was  the  nation, 
collectively,  spared  from  exemplary  punishnicnt,  still  inflict- 
ed. The  prayer,  with  regard  to  individuals,  could  only  be 
considered  as  a  desire,  and  a  desire  effectual  and  all  prevail- 
ing, that,  for  his  sake,  the  purposes  of  mercy  might  still  be 
carried  on,  with  regard  to  such  of  his  persecutors  as  should 
believe,  and  that  the  Jews  should  still,  according  to  the  pro- 
mise, be  continued  as  a  chosen  nation,  and  ultimately  rejoice 
in  him  as  their  Messiah.  That  the  prayer  will  be  heard  we 
have  no  doubt.  Israel  shall  again  inhabit  Judea,  and  when 
the  Spirit  takes  away  the  veil,  and  shows  Jesus  to  be  the 
promised  and  spiritual  Messiah,  the  nation,  by  the  power,  and 
sure,  though  invisible,  guidance  of  their  King,  who  is  on  high, 
shall  be  re-established  in  the  land  of  their  fathers. 

The  knowledge  of  God  is  infinite,  his  perfection  and  his 
power,  without  bounds.  He  hath  created  this  world  in  wis- 
dom, and  he  hath  appointed  all  its  times,  and  its  seasons. 
Long  before  it  ^Yc^s  formed,  he  knew  and  determined  its  exist- 
ence and  duration.  The  inhabitants  who  dwell  upon  it, 
have  been  numbered  by  liim,  and  even  their  thoughts,  and  the 
imagination  of  their  hearts,  have  not  at  any  period,  however 
remote,  been  hid  from  him.  By  his  providence,  he  pre- 
serveth  all  things,  and  ruleth  his  creatures,  for  his  glory  and 
their  good;  whatever  shall  befall  them  is  foreseen  by  him;  the 
number  of  their  days  is  known.  He  who  admits  the  omnis- 
cience of  God,  must  admit,  that  events,  removed  to  the 
most  distant  period  of  futurity,  are  now,  and  always  have 
been  present  to  his  view.  He  who  adttiits  the  foreknow^ 
ledge  of  God,  must  also  admit  his  predfeterminatioij;  foi:  tkat 
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which  is  foreseen,  must  eventually  take  place.  The  doctrine 
of  Providence,  general  and  particular,  is  founded  on  the  om- 
niscience of  God,  by  whom  all  things,  even  the  most  minute 
circumstances,  which  ever  has  occurred,'or  ever  is  to  occur, 
must  be  at  all  times  perceived,  and  the  mutual  relation,  of 
every  incident,  whether  past,  present,  or  to  come,  in  the  in- 
tellectual and  material  world,  must  be  known.  If  one 
thought  of  any  individual,  who  is  yet  to  exist,  be  unknown, 
the  perfection  of  the  Deity  is  destroyed.  It  may  be  sup- 
posed, that,  although  God  does  foresee,  yet,  he  does  not  pre- 
determine; but  this  supposition  leads  to  the  doctrine,  that  all 
things  are  left  to  chance,  or  some  accidental  operation  of  va- 
rious causes,  which  may  produce  effects,  either  eventually 
good  or  bad,  as  circumstances  may  turn  out.  Few  will 
maintain  this  position,  they  will  qualify  it  by  saying,  that 
God  will  regulate  circumstances  so,  as  ultimately  to  prove 
beneficial;  if  so,  regulation  implies  predetermination.  No 
one  who  admits  prescience,  as  a  perfection  of  God,  can  deny 
the  certainty  of  the  event  which  is  foreseen;  for  if  it  be  not 
certain,  it  cannot  be  foreseen.  The  only  question  then  must 
be,  whether  it  be  predetermined  first,  and  therefore  certain 
and  foreseen,  or,  if  it  be  merely  foreseen,  because  it  is  cer- 
tainly, .and  necessarily  to  happen  in  the  order  of  things.  This 
is  a  distinction  without  a  difference,  and  if  it  be  intended  to 
inquire,  which  is  the  cause  and  which  the  effect,  wdth  regard 
to  the  divine  mind,  it  is  an  inquiry,  founded  on  the  nature 
of  man,  and  not  of  God.  Much  of  the  difficulty  on  this  sub- 
ject, arises  from  the  error,  of  applying  the  same  rules  to  the 
infinite,  that  we  do  to  the  finite  mind.  God  does  not  view 
and  know,  as  finite  minds,  but  has.  every  part  of  eternity 
present  to  his  mind  at  once;  and  his  knov/ledge  is  not  like 
that  of  mortals,  derived  from  ratiocination  or  observation,  but, 
intuitively  by  one  act  of  mind,  which  embraces  all  things  at 
once.  To  talk  of  cause  and  effect,  with  regard  to  God,  is 
talking  as  if  his  mind  were  like  ours.  Two  operations  of 
mind  cannot  be  simultaneous,  and  yet  stand  in  relation  of 
cause  and  effect.  To  the  Deity,  the  past,  the  present,  the 
future,  are  alike  known.  T)^.  whole  life  and  conduct  of  the 
man  yet  .unborn,  is  now  as  well  known  and  as  visible  to  God, 
as  it  will  be  when  it  takes  place,  or  afler  his  death.  Every 
part  of  it,  therefore,  must  be  fixed  and  certain,  and  if  the 
doctrine  of  a  Providence  be  admitted  at  all,  if  when  born,  he 
be  under  the  superintendence  of  God,  who  will  order  what  i» 
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right  and  number  his  days,  it  is  evident  that,  at  the  presen:' 
moment,  the  operation  of  this  Providence  is  determined. 
The  existence  of  a  Providence  and  the  doctrine  of  predesti- 
nation must  stand  or  fall  together.  This  system  of  Provi- 
dence has  been  supposed  to  destroy  the  Hberty  of  man,  and 
to  reduce  him  to  a  mere  machine.  But  this  opinion  is  founded 
upon  a  limited  view  of  the  perfection  of  God.  Every  man 
feels  that  he  is  a  free  agent — every  man  in  his  ordinary 
transactions  and  the  course  of  his  life  reasons  and  acts  on 
the  known  operation  of  causes.  If  he  fall  into  the  river  he 
knows  that  when  he  sinks  he  shall  be  drowned,  but  if  he 
can  get  out  he  shall  be  saved.  He  dees  not,  at  that  instant, 
argue,  that  if  it  be  predetermined  that  he  shall  be  saved  he  may 
allow  himself  to  sink.  He  makes  every  effort  to  save  him- 
self. The  result,  at  that  moment,  is  known  to  God  alone: 
it  was  known  before  the  world  was  created.  The  cause  of 
his  danger,  the  efforts  he  made  to  escape,  the  effect  of  all 
these,  were  all  foreseen  and  determined  before  he  himself 
existed,  and  yet  this  knowledge  he  did  not  possess  and  was 
not  at  all  influenced  by  it.  In  all  the  ordinary  transactions 
of  life,  in  the  various  pursuits  of  man,  we  calculate  the  re- 
sult by  the  operation  of  known  principles  and  causes,  and, 
in  general,  he  who  acts  most  wisely  acts  most  successfully. 
Nevertheless,  the  whole  is  under  the  guidance  of  Providence, 
and,  in  many  instances,  the  interposition  of  this  Providence 
is  signally  manifested  by  the  discomfiture  of  the  best  con- 
certed plan,  usually  by  the  accession  of  circum.stances  which 
could  neither  be  foreseen  nor  prevented  by  the  wisdom  of 
man.  God,  who  is  the  first  cause  of  all  things,  has  so  con- 
stituted the  material  and  intellectual  world,  that  the  opera- 
tions in  both  are  carried' on  by  a  connected  chain  of  causes, 
each  effect  produced  by  a  preceding  cause  becoming  a  cause 
to  a  succeeding  effect.  The  causes,  however,  operating  on 
matter  and  on  mind  are  very  different;  those  operating  on 
the  former  being  mechanical  in  the  most  extended  sense  of 
the  word — those  acting  on  the  latter  being  moral.  Matter 
is  acted  on,  in  consequence  of  being  in  itself  passive.  Mind 
is  operated  on  by  its  peculiar  causes,  from  being  naturally 
free,  obeying  or  resisting  the  motives  or  causes  according  to 
the  determination  of  the  judgment  and  passions.  The  whole 
effects  of  efhcieat  causes  on  a  given  quantity  of  matter  for  a. 
limited  time,  might  be  known  and  calculated  by  a  finite  mind 
which   possessed,  superlative   knowledga-  ©f  mathematics,. 
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natural  philosophy,  and  chemistry.  But  a  complete  know- 
ledge,  or  foresight  of  the  successive  actions  and  reactions 
of  causes,  in  the  material  world,  from  the  first  impression, 
received  from  the  Almighty  hand,  till  the  end  of  time,  can 
only  he  possessed  and  comprehended  hy  the  Deity.  The 
apparently  accidental  motion  of  a  grain  of  sand,  if  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  it  were  known,  might  often 
appear,  as  evidently,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Provi- 
dence, as  the  desolating  eruption  of  a  volcano,  or  the  open- 
ing of  the  earth,  at  the  precise  time,  when  it  could  do  the 
least  injury,  or  accomplish  the  greatest  destruction,  accord- 
ing to  the  purposes  of  God.  To  him  all  things  are  alike  easy. 
With  equal  facility  he  arrests  the  fall  of  the  rock,  till  the 
passenger  has  escaped,  or  commands  the  sun  to  continue 
shining,  for  an  unusual  period,  that  the  Amorites  might  be 
destroyed. 

If  a  philosopher  knew  all  the  causes,  operating  on  matter., 
within  a  limited  space  and  time,  and  their  powers  and  rela- 
tions, he  might,  as  matter  is  passive,  calculate  the  natural 
effects.  But,  with  the  mind,  it  is  far  otherwise.  Although, 
he  knew  all  the  moral  causes,  acting  on  a  mind,  yet,  he  could 
not  calculate  the  effects;  for  the  mind  is  free,  and  the  same 
effect  is  not  produced,  on  every  mind,  by  the  same  motive. 
He  might  conjecture  from  a  general  knowledge  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  mind,  or,  from  experience  of  the  general  in- 
fluence of  similar  causes,  but  to  do  more,  than  conjecture, 
is  beyond  his  power.  God,  however,  not  only  foreknew, 
every  rational  soul  which  was  to  exist,  but  also  all  the  moral 
causes,  which  should  operate  on  them,  and  the  effects  which 
these  would  naturally  produce.  If  we  confine  our  view  to 
the  temporal  condition  of  man,  we  shall  see  much  ground  to 
conclude,  that  moral  causes  are  so  controlled  and  directed, 
by  the  providence  of  God,  as  to  tend,  by  their  influence  on 
the  passions  and  opinions  of  men,  to  promote  the  comfort  of 
individuals  and  the  prosperity  of  nations.  If,  again,  we  turn 
our  attention  to  the  effects  produced  by  the  operation  of 
causes  on  the  mind,  in  relation  to  religion  or  the  service  of 
God,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  these  effects  would  be  fore- 
seen to  be  evil  in  their  general  result,  and  that,  purely  in  con- 
sequence of  the  freedom  of  the  human  will.  This  is  evident, 
if  we  admit  the  Scripture  doctrine,  of  the  depravity  of  the 
soul  after  the  fall,  ibr,  out  of  a  corrupt  tree,  must  proceed 
corrupt  fruit,  and  moral  motives,  operating  on  a  sinful  crea- 
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ture,  never  can  make  that  creature  do,  what  it  is  not  natural- 
ly in  his  power  to  do.  We  are  then  led  to  this  conclusion.; 
that  if  the  soul,  being  depraved,  require  to  be  sanctified,  this 
sanctification  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  must  be  foreseen  and 
predetermined,  respecting  the  individual  who  is  to  enjoy  it. 
The  Spirit  of  God  not  only  presents  motives  to  the  mii^d,  but 
impels  the  mind  to  yield  to  these,  giving  a  new  disposition 
to  that  soul  which  is  chosen  by  God.  Accordingly,  our  Sa- 
vior says,  many  are  called,  but  few  are  chosen — ye  have  not 
chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen  you.  And  John,  after  showing, 
that  love  to  God,  is  the  effect  produced  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
declares,  that  God  loveth  us,  before  we  love  him.  If  we  ad- 
mit the  agency  of  a  divine  Providence,  in  the  regulation  of 
temporal  affairs,  it  w^ould  be  foolish  to  deny  a  similar  superin 
tendence,  in  the  spiritual  world.  If  God  knew  from  the  first, 
every  individual  he  intended  to  create,  he  must  also  have 
known  how  he  was  to  think  and  act.  To  the  infinite  Mind, 
'there  has,  from  all  eternity,  been  a  minute  view  of  all  that 
v/as  to  befall  him — of  his  whole  moral  conduct — of  the  means 
of  knowledge  and  of  grace  he  should  possess,  anoOT  the  ef- 
fect of  these  upon  his  heart  and  affections.  When  satan,  the 
first  and  great  enemy  of  God,  was  created,  his  rebellion  was 
foreseen,  and  his  punishment  decreed.  The  fall  of  man,  and 
the  scheme  of  redemption,  were  open,  to  the  mind  of  God, 
ages  before  the  world  had  existence.  The  constant  machina- 
tions  of  satan,  for  the  destruction  of  the  souls  of  men,  as  well 
as  the  means  by  which  these  may  be  counteracted,  are  known 
to  God,  together  with  the  effects  that  they  shall  produce,  on 
every  individual.  There  must,  therefore,  even  from  all  eter- 
nity, have  been  a  separation  of  men  into  two  classes — one  for 
mercy  another  for  condemnation.  The  apostle  gives  us  a 
brief  view,  of  the  operation  of  God,  with  regard  to  those  who 
shall  be  saved.  "  For,  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  also  did 
predestinate,  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son;  more> 
over,  whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  he  also  called;  and 
v/hom  he  called,  them  he  also  justified;  and  whom  he  justi- 
fied, them  he  also  glorified."  Peter,  addresses  his  epistles, 
to  those  who  were  "  elect,  according  to  the  foreknowledge  of 
God  the  Father,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  unto 
obedience,  and  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ."  Paul, 
blessed  God,  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  having 
"  chosen  us  in  him,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that 
we  should  be  holy,"  and  speaks  of  our  "  being  predestinated, 
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according  to  the  purpose  of  him  who  worketh  all  things  ac- 
cording to  the  counsel  of  his  own  will."  God  does  not  merely 
foresee  who  shall  accept  the  offers  of  salvation,  but  must 
also  determine.  He  might  have  ordained  that  all  men  should 
receive  with  cordial  faith  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  This 
is  clear,  hut  it  is  no  less  certain  that  he  hath  not  done  so. 
All  are  by  nature  equally  unworthy,  equally  unable  to  love 
and  glorify  God.  It  is  then  of  his  mercy  that  any  are  saved. 
It  is  he  who  affords  the  means  of  grace  which  are  to  be  ef- 
fectual. Paul  was  foreknown  and  chosen  before  he  had  ex- 
istence, but  he  was  not  called  by  one  of  the  ordinary  means; 
he  was  called  by  a  supernatural  event,  in  the  occurrence  of 
which  he  had  no  operation.  The  events  and  circumstances 
which  in  our  days  give  rise,  in  the  heart,  to  the  desire  of 
salvation,  though  not  of  the  same  nature,  are  as  certainly 
appointed  by  God  and  ordained  to  be  the  means  of  conver- 
sion. The  same  means  are  afforded  to  various  men,  but 
only  a  part  improve  them.  It  does  not,  however,  from 
this  follow,  that  iiian  is  not  free  to  act,  or  is  absolved  from 
responsibility  for  his  conduct.  In  all  temporal  affairs  he. 
feels  at  liberty  to  act,  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judg'-. 
ment,  and  though  persuaded  of  the  government  of  Provi- 
dence, he  knows,  that  the  providence  is  carried  on  by  the 
operation  of  causes.  He  seeks  those  which  shall  be  favora- 
ble, he  shuns  those  which  shall  be  adverse  to  his  hopes  and 
desires.  The  same  holds  true  of  man  viewed  in  relation  to 
religion.  Pie  possesses  the  principle  of  reason,  a  variety  of 
affections  and  desires,  with  the  power  of  judging  of  the  con- 
sequence of  their  indulgence.  Pie  has  within  him  a  conscience 
which  can  estimate  the  quality  of  his  conduct,  and  in  many 
instances,  he  has  a  more  full  revelation  of  the  will  of  God, 
with  numerous  and  repeated  means  of  improvement.  In  the 
general  tenor  of  his  life,  in  the  choice  of  his  conduct  in  every 
particular  case,  he  feels  that  his  own  judgment  influences 
him,  his  desires  and  deliberations  sway  him;  he  is  conscious 
either  of  consenting  to  evil  or  aspiring  to  good. 

We  know  that  the  atonement  made  by  Christ  is  infinite, 
or  unlimited  in  its  value,  and,  abstractly  considered,  is  ade- 
quate to  the  redemption  of  a  whole  world.  But  it  no  more 
follows,  that  the  virtue  of  the  atonement  should  be  exercised 
to  its  full  competency,  than  that  the  power  of  the  Almighty 
should,  in  a  single  case,  be  put  forth  to  its  full  extent.  In, 
every  instance  the  display  has  been  just  as  much  as,  and  no  . 
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more  than,  the  wisdom  of  God  saw  meet  for  the  purpose  to 
be  served;  but,  as  that  which  is  infinite  cannot  be  bounded, 
so  in  no  case  has  the  power  of  God  been  manifested  to  its 
utmost  Umit.  Now,  although  the  value  and  virtue  of  Christ's 
work  be  infinite,  yet  it  does  not  follow,  that  all  are  saved  by 
it.  If  any  perish,  and  we  knovv^  that  some  do  perish,  it  is 
evident  that  this  work  is  limited  in  the  appplication,  or  actual 
efficacy.  But  as  God  is  omnipotent  and  prescient,  we  must 
not  say  that  the  efficacy  of  the  atonement  is  contingent,  or 
that  Christ  died  to  accomplish  that  which  he  did  not  accom- 
plish, or  failed,  in  any  degree,  in  his  purpose  of  mercy  with 
regard  to  a  single  individual.  Possessing  the  divine  nature, 
he  foreknew,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  those  who 
should  believe  in  him,  and  this  immense  multitude,  satisfy- 
ing the  great  Redeemer  for  the  travail  of  his  soul,  constituted 
a  body  for  which  he  died,  and  not  one  individual  belonging 
to  which  can  be  lost.  All  this  multitude,  even  the  youngest 
and  most  remote  individual,  was  present  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Godhead  from  everlasting,  and  formed  that  elect  church 
for  which,  and  for  which  alone,  Christ  died;  for  both  reason 
and  revelation  contradict  the  opinion,  that  Christ  saves  the 
impenitent,  or  made  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  for  those  who 
perish.  To  maintain  it  would  be  to  assert,  that  either  the 
propitiation  was  inadequate,  or  that  God  extended  his  par- 
don to  all,  but  yet  punished  many  for  whom  pardon  or  in- 
demnity had  been  purchosed.  The  redeemiOd  were  as  cer- 
tainly, in  the  counsel  and  sight  of  God,  a  part  of  the  body  of 
Christ,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  and  at  the  hour  of 
the  crucifixion,  as  at  the  day  of  their  conversion,  or  at  the 
time  when  they  join  the  blessed  in  heaven.  There  never 
was,  and  never  could  be,  any  contingency  respecting  the 
number,  the  names,  or  the  safety  of  those  who,  united  to 
Christ,  and  forming  his  spiritual  body  as  a  church,  become 
interested  in,  and  identified  with,  all  that  he  did  as  their  head 
and  representative.     Blessed  ground  of  hope  and  security! 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  the  doctrine  of  elec- 
tion gives  rise  to  indolence,  as  they  who  are  elected  must 
obtain  life,  and  they  who  are  not  need  not  aspire  to  it.  But 
men  are  called  to  repent,  to  believe,  to  love,  to  act.  The 
call  is  to  them  as  rational  and  active  creatures.  It  is  not 
any  where  said,  that  the  powers  of  the  mind,  are  to  remain 
unemployed,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  alone  shall  act. 
Were  it  so,   a  man  could  have  no  more  concern  in  th& 
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operation  than  a  machine.  When  it  is  said,  "  Awake  thou 
that  slcepcst  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give 
thee  light,"  is  it  not  said  "  act?"  The  very  reception  of  sal- 
vation implies  an  act.  The  act  must  be  of  the  mind  itself. 
From  first  to  last,  the  mind  is  called  to  exercise  itself;  with- 
out this  there  can  be  no  sanctification,  no  faith,  no  love,  no 
step  in  Christianity.  Whatever  opinion  be  held  with  regard 
to  election,  all  must  agree,  that  Christianity  is  a  religion 
which  demands  and  implies  an  active  state  of  mind;  all  feel 
that  they  have  a  will,  desires,  opinions,  and  passions.  These, 
they  are  called  to  employ  in  the  service  of  God,  and  are  re- 
quired by  an  act  of  the  mind,  to  accept  the  offer  of  salvation 
and  to  believe  in  Jesus.  These  operations  of  the  mind  are 
assisted  ^.nd  strengthened  by  the  Spirit,  who  works  both  to 
vrill  and  to  do.  The  mind  must  o;o  aloncr  with  the  influence 
of  the  Spirit.  All  who  admit  the  doctrine  of  original  sin,  of 
the  corruption  of  human  nature,  do  admit  the  influence  of 
the  Spirit;  and  amongst  these,  the  only  difference  is  to  be 
relcrred  to  the  question,  whether  man  first  seeks  the  Spirit 
or  the  Spirit  is  first  of  grace  given  to  man.  The  difference 
in  point  of  fact  is  great  and  can  only  be  determined  by 
Scripture;  but,  in  p.oint  of  practice,  the  result  of  the  question 
is  the  same,  however  it  be  determined;  for  every  one  is 
called  to  repent  and  believe,  and  pray  for  the  Spirit;  and  no 
inan  can  by  attending  to  his  mind  ascertain  whether  his  sup- 
plication for  mercy  proceeds  from  spontaneous  feeling  or 
from  inward  influence  of  the  Spirit.  ' 

The  Scripture  is  to  be  considered  as  containing  a  system 
of  information  divisible  into  two  heads.  The  one  relates  to 
the  will  and  afiections,  to  the  moral  conduct  and  active  pow- 
ers; the  other  refers  to  the  conduct  of  God,  and  his  agency 
in  the  salvation  of  men.  A  limited  view  of  the  passages  of 
Scripture  relating  to  these  two  heads  must  give  rise  some- 
times to  opposite  opinions,  and  a  comparison  of  texts,  with- 
out keeping  this  in  view,  would  m.ako  one  appear  to  be  in 
contradiction  to  the  other.  In  one  place,  for  instance,  it  is 
said,  "  come  unto  me;"  and  in  -another,  "  no  m^an  can  come 
unto  me,  except  the  Father  who  hath  sent  me  draw  him." 
The  one  is  directing  v>  hat  God  requires  of  man;  the  other 
speaks  of  what  God  does  respecting  man.  Thus,  it  is  easy 
to  reconcile  those  passages  which  explicitly  state  the  doc- 
trine of  election  and  free  grace  with  these  which  inculcatQ 
the  necessity  of  efforts  of  the  human  mind. 
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The  doctrine  of  election,  and  of  the  free  gift  of  salvation 
to  the  elect  is  explicitly  maintained  in  the  passages  I  have 
already  brought  forward,  and  is  farther  supported  by  an 
illustration  made  use  of  by  Paul,  taken  from  the  history  of 
Jacob  and  Esau,  of  whom  God  said,  "  Jacob  have  I  loved, 
but  Esau  have  I  hated."  Now,  says  Paul,  the  children,  not 
being  yet  born,  neither  having  done  any  good  or  evil,  the 
declaration  was  made,  that  "  the  purpose  of  God  according 
to  election  might  stand,  not  of  works  but  of  him  that  calleth." 
Thus  clearly  demonstrating,  that  the  elect  are  chosen  of  the 
free  grace  of  God,  and  not  on  account  of  any  thing  they  have 
done;  for  they  are  chosen  to  be  good,  and  not  because  they 
are  good.  Our  Savior  did  not  come  into  the  world  to  die  for 
men  who  might,  or  who  might  not,  accept  of  him,  but  he 
came  to  redeem  a  definite  number  of  men  given  unto  him. 
Accordingly,  he  says,  "  I  have  manifested  thy  name  unto 
the  men  which  thou  gavest  me  out  of  the  world."  "  Holy 
Father,  keep  through  thine  own  name  those  whom  thou  hast 
given  me."  And  in  the  same  address  to  God  the  Father, 
he  declares  that  he  had  received  power  to  "  give  eternal  life 
to  as  m.any  as  thou  hast  given  him." 

All  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  are  intimately  dependent 
on  each  other.  The  foundation  of  the  whole  is  placed  on 
the  depravity  of  the  heart  of  man,  or  original  sin,  which  is 
proved  to  exist  from  the  natural  consequence  of  the  fall  of 
our  parent,  from  the  declarations  of  Scripture,  and  from  the 
personal  experience  of  every  man,  as  well  as  from  the  his- 
tory of  mankind  in  all  ages.  On  this  is  built  the  necessity 
of  an  atonement,  of  justification,  of  regeneration,  of  sanctifi- 
cation,  of  adoption  l3y  free  grace,  and  of  election,  which  is 
merely  a  branch  of  the  doctrine  of  s[racc. 
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